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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

SUCCESSION IN THE PRESIDENCY.

¢‘Succ¢ession in the Presidency of the
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Bainta? is the title of a pamphlet from
the atle pen of Elder B. H. Roberts, of

4hepresidency of the Beventies,and juet
published by the DEsErREr NEWS Pab-
lishing company. ‘The aim of the
author is to throw the searcn light of
history and logzic as well as revelatinnp
on the pontroversy for which the “*Re-
organized Cburceh,”’ commonly known
-as the ¢‘‘Josephites,’”’ is responsible,
He troeats the subject exhaustively and
establishes bhis conclusions with irre-
futable arguments, presented im elear
and vigorous langusge. In the frat
sections the various claims to the
succession o! the Presldewvey of
Joseph the Prophet are dealt with,
HSidney Rigdon’s rejection by 1ihe
“Church as 8 guardian receives spepial
attention and the pretenses of William
-Bmitbh, Miltet and Strang are shown in
-their true gharacter. Then a sketch of
the birth of the “Reorganized church??
ia given and the eclaims of "young
Joseph?* copsidered. The nuthor fui-
ther ehows that with the Jeath of
Joseph and Hyrum and the rejection
-of Sidney Rigdon, the Firet Presidency
wairemoved and thesuecession in the
Presidency went to the Twelve, in ac-
-gordance with the teaching of the
Doctrine and Covensuie, the testimony
of Joseph hluself, and the expressed
wviewe of the Josephites themeselves
upon the order of Presidency iln the
Church. In proof thatthe Almighty
has sustained the Chureh, Eider
Roberte points to the work accomplisb-
ed under the faithful lezdership first
of the Twelve anil then under Preai-
dents Brizcham Young, Jobn Taylor
and Wilford Woodruff. The Iiitle
work closes with a testimony of Presi-
dent Wuodrufl' on the subject dirgusa-
ed, delivered in tbe Assembly Hall,
this city, February 8, 1892.

For the valuable Cnurch historical
data, gathered from many soutces, as

well ss for the gonvincing clearpess
with which the theme ie treated, the
pamphiet will be read and rereaq with
great interest by the Bainte, Its tope|
is free from bitterness snd the points!
are made with accuracy and impar- |
tinlity, It caon be recommended to
the careful permeal of members of the
Reorganized church as wetl as to all
who are inferested in the subject of
which it treats, To those who lvok for
truth it capnot fali to be » weleome
and helpful zulde.

BE EXEMPLARY,

‘The influence wielded by example is
the most potent that a person can ex-
ercise for gool or i1ll. Wheilhsr tne
fleld of pperations be amoung the youth-
ful or the aged, in publioc or jprivate
dife, the estimate placed upon an in-
dividuai is bassd on his conuuct rather
‘than on his professions, and his influ-
@nce receives ite foree from hia actlons
ratber tban {rom auy theoretical stand-
ard be may ralee, The rule expressed
by theBavior, ‘‘By their fruits ye shall

kpnow them,”* ia that which men apply,
conscipusly or uncopsciously, to their
fellow beings, apd iben direct rela-
tions with them In accord with that
judgmeot. Upon this rule,peopie who
80 glve themeselives up to evil as to
malign and afflict those who walk in 8
higher and nubler path, yet bhave a
messure of admiration for an upright,
consistent man, and feel and recognize
his superiority.

Not only are the asssciates of an in-
dividusnl affected by his methode iu lite,
but his own character is formed or
changed thereby..For instance,frivolous
conduct and thougirtlessness wield a
baneful influence, and to the exient
that a person submits himseif thereto
doea he become frivolous and thought-
less, and hie life’a superstruscture is
woskened, His offense in this xiue 14
mads more serious according ae others
may be led away by bz had «xample.
Itis B universal iaw that an account
will be rendered of the works of all
men. KErch act that is pot inspired by
3 vegire for righteousnees wili bring s
condempation; white eagh kiod and
thoughttul expression, each loving and
noble deed, will Iay oiaim to blessings
that canoot be refused.

The greast Exemplar of Christian
docirine teught: “Every iale word
that men ghail speak they shall give
accounttbereof iu the Jday of judg-
ment.”” This s a dJdeclaration of the
principlethat thefutureof tnan is affect-
ed by his present deportment. He must
at some time zpswer for every idle
word, Shall it bessid that such words
ioelude only foolish or ill-advised ex-
pressions that come from = spirit of
recklessness or 6 neglect of the proper
amenities of life and of the dignpity of
manhood of womanhood? or do they
algo embrace professions that are made
idle words by Wbeing disregarded in
couduct-—words that rhall stand at the
great day againet those who uttsred
them and shall judge them for their
by pocrisy? Folly and hesdlesaness
bave an ill effect upon those who sub-
mit to them, but how much more serl.
ous ie the injury wrought by the vain
professions which make bhypoerites!

The matter of being exemplary io
ibeir babile ought to receive caroful
attention from thoee who havereceived
the light of the Gospei. They should
seek to conform to the truths they have

accepled, mnot oonly in word but
o every thought and deed,
Their example shouid be worthy

ot emulatlon, 1n that it iz barmonious
with the Gospel, the fruits of which
ate love, peace, faith, virtue, gharity,
knowiedge, temperance, patience,
diligence, brotherly kindnees, bumili-
ty, codliness. The responsibilily of all
Bainte is to make their lives consistent
with their profession of being followere
of the Divipne Master.

The more prominent a peraon ia be-
fore the people, the Lroader will be the
offect of bhie exsmple. He who is
callel to be & servani of the Lord is
appointed a messenger of salvation to
the people. If his practice does not
hatmonize with the principles he is
ordajped to promulgate, he becomes by
his example a messenger of destruc-
tion. Tbis is not because of the prin-

.y

ciples, but the resuli of violating them
in the deeds performed. For instance,
the Lord forbide the use of sttong
drink, and enjoins temperance. Sap.
pose one oalled to the ministry shguld
indulge in intoxicants. He not only
bring s scandal on the Church thereby,
but in so doing becemes Bservant of the

evil one, and B8 messenger of Jde-
struction to himeelf and those
influeneced by his exsmple, Instead

of peing true to his calling ae an am-
bassudur of the Lord, he betrays the
One in whose service be has enlisted, to
the extent of his wrongiul action and
its eftects, becauze his Influence and
alrength are used to aid the enamy,

Tuyse who bave received the sacred
office of Iilders in Israel sre called to
be preachere of rigbteousnese. [t they
were to meke thie merely 8 prolession
ut the lips, and their example be svil,
they wouid become preaghersof une
fighteousness torough that misconduact,
and would by anworthy their calling.
If, however, they continue in thejr
lives tushow forth brotherly kindness,
lvve, aud faith, they &rfe teaching
principies that iead men to Qod; If
they remain diligent, patient and hum-
bie, tne door of luspiration is open to
inem ip their boly office; while
they seek virtue, tempersnce,
knowledge and truth they proglaim
tne power of godlinees to save aud
exalt, Tbe fruit they bear is to the
giory of Guu and the blessing of
themeeives and those inflaepced by
them.

All membversof the Church are under
sayred obligations tu be exemplars of
the will of tne Liord. [Chey are under
covenaut to remember Him and io
keep the pommandments whicn He
has given th.m. In fulfilling these
duties 1s tue source of therr strengih
sod salvation. Availing themselves
of thie poeition, though they may be
uslled to pass through afﬂlctlo:u, tne
vurden is lghiened DY toe spirit and
power of the Holy One, which I al-
ways to them a risft in tbe cloude, s
ligut in tne dJdarkness, thatl illumines
the pathway to the heavenly kingdom.
I'hey are obeerving the gommund,
““Livt your light sy shine before men
that they may sce your good works
apu gloriiy your Fatber which is in
nesven.”’ As irde Balots, bearers of
the word and doers ot it aiso, they pe-
come models of righteous conduct in
ali the atfairs of life, because of thelr
exemplary babite, uttained to through
knowledge of and  ovedience to Goe-
pel truths.
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TOLSTOY3 VIEWS ON PRAYEK.

During a recently published inter-
view with Count Tolstoi, the Russian
author, philosopher, philanthropist and
pobleman, the convergation drified to
religious topics, The count asserted
that the early Christians erred in meet-
ing together for worship, aince Christ
taught that prayer wasa private devo-
tion aud Hot for the purpoee of public
exhibition. i

Toe following is that part of the
inierview:

“Do you go to church?"” the reporter
was asked by the count.

“Yes, sometimes,” was his caations
roply.

‘'Why,do you?" he asked. A

“Because, 1 think I receive spiritual




