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THE EDITORS COMMENTS

succession IN THE presidency
41 succession in the presidency of the

church of jesus christ of latter day
saints isili too title of a pamphlet from
thebe able peopen of elder B H roberts of
the presidency otof the Seventies and just
published by the NEWS pub-
lishing company the aim of the
author is to throw the light of
history and logic as well as revelation
on the controversy for which the re-
organized commonly known
as the Josepjosephitesjosephitesbites itsis responsible
he treats the subject exhaustively and
establishesstab lishes hisbis conclusions with irre-
futable arguments presented in clear
and vigorous language in the first

sections the various claims to the
succession of the presidency of
joseph the prophet are dealt with
sidney bagdonsBig dons rejection by the
church as a guardian receives special
attention and the pretenses of william
smith miller and strang are shown in
their true character then a sketch of
the birth of thereorganized church
to given and the claims of young
joseph considered the author fur-
ther chowe that with the death of
joseph and hyrum and the rejection
of sidney rigdon the first presidencydency
was removed and the succession in the
presidency went to the twelve in ac-
cordancecorcarddance with the teaching of the
doctrine and covenants the testimony
oft joseph bhohimselfself and the expressed
views of the josephites themselves
upon the order of Prepresidencysideney in the
church in proof that the almighty
has sustainedstainedfeu the church elder
JR oberta points to the work accomplish
edd under thefae faithful leadership first
of the twelve and then under preal
idenys brigham young john taylor
and wilford woodruff the little
work closes with a testimony of pres-
ident woodruff on the subject discuss
edd delivered in the assembly hallhal
this city february 3 1892

for the valuable cabron historical
data gathered from many sources as
well as for the convincing clearness
with which the grieme is treated the
pamphlet will be read and reread with

reat interest by the saintssaint its toneloneIsareatfree from bitterness and the points
arere made with accuracy and impar-
tialitytiality it can be recommended to
the careful perusal of members of the
Bo organized church at well as to all
who are interested in the subject of
which it treats to those who luok for
truth it cannot fallfail to be a welcome
andnd helpful guideaulde

BE EXEMPLARY

the influence wielded by example is

the mostmoat potent that a person can ex
arcise for gool or ill whether the
field of OlDeoperationsrations be among the youth
ful or the aged in public or private
life thehe estimate placed upon an in-
dividual isie based on hishie conduct rather
than on hisbis professionsprofessional and hisbig iinflu-
ence

flu
receives its force from hishie actions

rather than from auy theoretical stand-
ard he may raise the rule expressed
by toethe savior by their fruits ye shall

know them is that which men apply
consciously or unconsciously to their
followfellow beings and thenihen direct rela-
tions with enem in accord with that
Judgjudgment upon this rule people who
8so0 give themselves up to evil as to
inmalignalign and afflict those who walk in a
higher and nobler path yet have a
measure of admiration for an upright
consistent man antiand feel and recognize
his superiority

not only are the assassociatesclates of an in-
dividual affeaffectedeted by his method iuin litelife
but his own character is formed or
changed thereby a for I1 oats dee frivolous
conduct and thoughtlessness wield a
baneful influence aud to the extent
that a person submits himself thereto
does be become frivolous and thought-
less and himhie liten superstructure is
weakened his offense in this liae is
made more serious according as others
may be led away by bis bad exampleampletx
it is a universal lowlaw that an account
will be rendered of the works of all
men eachbach act that is not inspiredju by
a cesire for righteousrighteousnessnees will bring its
condemnation while each kind and
thoughtful expression each loving and
noble deed will layjay claim to blessings
that cannot be refused

the great exemplar of christian
doctrine taught every idle word
that men shall speak they shall give
account thereof iuin the day of judg-
ment this is a declaration of the
principle that the futureof man disaffectis affect-
ed byhis present deportment he must
at some time answer for every idle
word shall it be said that such words
include only foolish or ill advised ex-
pressionspres that camocome from a spirit of
recklessness or a neglect of the proper
amenities of litelife and of the dignity of
manhood or womanhood or do they
also embrace professions that are made
idle words by being disregarded in
condconductact words that shall stand at the
great day against those who uttered
them and shall judge them for their
byhypocrisypocrisy folly and heedlessness
have an ill effect upon those who sub-
mit to them but how much more seri-
ous is the injury wrought by the vain
professions which make hypocriteal

the matter of being exemplary in
their habits ought to receive careful
attention from those who have received
the light of the gospel they should
seek to conform to the truths they have
accepted not only in word but
in every thought and deed
their example should be worthy
of emuemulationJahon in that it toIs harmonious
with the dospello the fruits of which
are love peace faith virtue obcharityarity
knowledge temperance patience
diligence brotherly kindness hamili
ty i godliness the responsibility of all
saints is to make their lives consistent
with their profession of being followers
of the divine master

the more prominent a person isin be-
fore the people the broader will be the
effect ot his example tiehe who is
callej to be a servant ofef the lord is
appointed a messenger of salvation to
the people itif his practice does not
barnaharmonizeonize with the principles hebe I1is8
ordained to promulgate he becomes by
hisbis example a bofmessengercsenger of destruc-
tion this is not because of the prin

caples butbul the result of violating them
in the deeds performed for instance
the lord forbids the use of strong
drink and enjoins temperance susup-
pose one called to the ministry shoushould
indulge in intoxicants he not y
brings scandal on the church thereby i
but I1inn so doing becomes a iiservantervant of the
evil one and a Megmessengerbenger of de
struction to himself and those
influenced by hisbis example instead
of being true to hisbis catlingcalling as an am
bascassadorbaasador of me lordlora he betrays thone in whose service hebe has enlistedto
the extent of his wrongful action andandl
its effeffectsbets because hisbis influence and
strength are used to aid the enemy

theserhese who have received the mitered
office of elders in israel are called tooto
be preachers of righteousness it they
were to make this merely a profession
ot the lipslip and their example be evil
theybey would become preachers of un

righteousness barough that misconduct
and would be unworthy their caninecalling
if however they continue in their
lives coshow furthforth brotherly kinkindnessduess
love aud faith they are teaching J
principles that lead men to quill IVt J

they remain diligent patient and hum
ble ane door of inspiration is open to
them in their holy office while
they seek virtue teMtemperanceperau
knowledge and truth they proclaims
theme power of godliness to kavehave aud
exultexalt ane fruit they bear tois to the
glory of oud and the blessing ovof 1

themselves and those influenced by
them

all members of the church aroundare under
sacred obligations to be exemplaryexem aof

thebe will of toome lord rhey are under
covenant to remember him and to
keep the commandments which he 1

has given thahm m in fulfilling thosehem
duties Is the source of their saronstrengthi
and salvation availing themselves
of this position thothoughU gh tuitheybey anslymaybebwy1called to pass throughUgh aafflictiontio Is toethe
burden is lightened by the spirit and
power of the holy one which is al-
ways to them a rift in the cloudecloud A
ligat in toe darkness that ill in
the pathway to the heavenly I1 do
ahey are observing the commoncommando s

lot your light siBJ shine before metemeat
that they may see your good works z

andana glorify your fatherbatner which is in
heavenbeaven ap As true saints bearers of k

the word and doers of it also they boboe e

come models of righteous conduct lain
all the affairs of life because of their
exemplary habitsbabits attained to through
knowledge of and obedience to gae

r
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VIEWS ON PRAYER

during a recently published inter 21

view with count Tolatol the russianU ui
author philosopher philanthropist anoa 2

nobleman the conversation arifdrifted to J
religious topics the count asserted
that the early christians erred in meet is
ing together torfor worship since christ
taught that prayer waiwa a private devo v1

tion and not torfor the purpose of public
exhibition I1the following is that part of the
interview

do you go to church the reporter
was asked by the count

yes sometimes was his cautioncautionasZ7
reply

why do you he asked
because I1 think I1 receive spirlspiritualsspiritual J

J


