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we would rather have you take it

than not said the president we
have paid that much to your opponent
and I1 see no reason why you should not
be paid as well as he

well pursued the governor thehe
presidentpres e continueded stato and at
last I1daedqra hoithim that it jeae weddeterminedwas
upon i he could popay my epenexpensesses itft
would cost mime ao50 to fill the engage-
mentmentandand that was all that I1 could ac-cept

ac-
cept 1 asked them to send the money
to my home for do you know I1 do not
believe I1 could have done my best with
th inan my pocket

still governor mckinley makes a
great number of public speeches he
cannotcaniot fill one of a hundred of the re-
quests which he receives and of late
yelmyears his speespeecheschet have covered a wide
range he has spoken at soldiers re-
unions has given literary addresses at
university commencements and has dis-
cussed religious questions at theaonthe con-
ventionsventions oiof the epworth league and
the christian endeavor he is a strong
speaker and the impressions which he
makes are lasting he has a round
sonorous voice and he can make him-
self heard in any crowd he has a fine
presence upon the stump his features
are much like those of daniel webster
he has the same full characteristic fore-
head the same deep set piercing eyes
looking out from under heavy brows
and his jaw is equally broad and mas-
sive he is a finer looking man than
webster his features are more cleanly
cut and the honesty which shines out of
them was not so90 apparent in that great-
est orator of the last generation mc-
kinley speaks for hours without diminu-
tion ofof threeforce or repetition olof ideas he
uses short sentences and makes it a
principle never to speak unless he has
something to say he believes in plain
anglo saxon and avoids classical
thraseaohrthraasesses during my talk with him to-
day I1 asked him how he prepared his
speeches he replied

when I1 have an important speech to
make it absorbs me it is hard work
and it takes all there is in me I1 go
over the subject again and again in allail
its phases in my mind I1 read all I1 Lcann
getgee hold of upon it antiand the speech

radually grows until it is ready torfor5 eldeliveryivery liit it is one that hiishas to be
given to the press I1 dictate it to my
stenographer and see that the copy is
given out beforehand this my
thought sinanc though I1 seldom make
exactly the same speech that I1 have
dictadictateded it is substantially the same

do youyott like to speak
no I1 dodononc replied governor memc

kinley emphatically 1 I dread it my
heart goes downdowil into my boots whenever
I1 get up bedore an audience and I1
fremb e until I1 have begun to ta k this
is always sogo and stillistilla have been mak-
ing speeches fat twenty three years

do youyott remember your first public
speech I1 asked

yes indeed very well replied the
governor with a laugh it was upon
my return home with the troops at the
close otof the war I1 lived in the littieleaie
village of0 poland near youngstown
and a reception was given in honor of
the soldiers one of the judges of the
county made the weiwelcomingcoming speech and
I1 was chosen to give the response I1
was then just twenty oneolle years oat

how old you when you wentwent
into the army go ernar I1 asked

1 I waswao ual seventeen way the repreplyI1J

1I was acting as a country school
teacher at the time the war broke out
my father was anxious to give me a good
education he moved with his family
to the town of poland in orderVittlelatthat I1 mightight go into the academy there
wdad caienen 1119iwas abbud fifteen ot sixteen

me tto the allegheny college at
meoMeameadvilleOvilleoville pa r I1 fell tick there and hradhad
to come home when F became better
I1 took up teaching and got a country
school near poland this I1 left to go to
the army

by the way governor what did they
pay you for teaching

my wages were I1 think 255 a month
and I1 boarded around my parents
however lived only three miles iromfrom
the school house and the most of the
time I1 stayed with them and walked to
the school and back every day six
miles would be a big walk for me now I1
suppose but it did notnot seem much
then 0

well while I1 was teaching con
linuedinked governor mckinley fort sum-

ter
sam-

ter was fired on and every one was wild
to go to the warwar A company was
formed in poland and I1 enlisted gen
john C fremont inspected and muster-
ed in the company he examined me
I1 was then very slight not much bigger
than you are general fremont I1 re-
member seemed a great man to me a
boy of seventeen whose mind hadbad been
thrilled with the story of his wonderful
adventures in the west I1 remember he
pounded my chest and looked square
into my eyes and finally pronounced me
fit for a soldier

in what regiment were you gover-
nor

my first service was in the twenty
third ohio and re bained in that regi-
ment throughout th warwan

what was your rank when you enter-
ed

it was that of a private f replied
majormaior mckinley the first colonel of0
my regiment was rosecrans who after-
ward became general our lieutenantlieutenlen ntint
colonel was stanley matthews alterafter
wards united elates Serisenatorator and justice
of the supreme court and our major
was ru rd B hayes who was to
become a general and afterwards to
serve as governor of ohio and as presi-
dent otof

geme united stales
it was a remarkablele regiment

it said 1I
yes replied the governor and

the great body of the regiment was
worthy of the great commanders

and you were a private governor
said 1 as I1 looked into the bright gray
eyes of the man who may yet be presi-
dent 0 tile united states wont you
tell me something about your hie as a
private soldier

it was just like that of the therother0
soldiers replied governor mckinley

my experiences did riotnot differ from
those of a mi lion young men who went
into that great war anere was nothing
uncommon about it it was simply the
incidents of camp and march and battle
comman to the soldier in general we
earned our muskets and marc tied along
together we allail otof us felt our impor-
tance I1 suppose

but you did not remain a private
yes I1 did replied governurgovernor memc

kinleykiney 1I rerema ned a private lorjor over
abear I1 was then promoted to be ser-
geant of1 thetb perricompanypw toisTIMS was alteralier
hhe tattle ot0 andemAnu emhyehaves ahe had brought

me my commission and later on I1 ser-
ved on the of general hayes
major general crook and major generah
hancock in 1864 1I was made a major
by brevet by resident lincoln

think of first battle major abiad
betl frej how youou deft far tae ffirstst timeesdar fite

111 I reallyreal ly do not rememberber replied
major mcawley cuirur first engage-
ment was the battle olof canafaxCarna fax ferry
it was a long time ago there waswar
plenty of bullets and I1 suppose I1 was
terribly frightened most men are atsuch times I1 got through however
atad was with the twenty third in arfail
its battles and stayed with it until theclose olat tbtheewarwar

how did you like military life gov-
ernor

very much indeed was the reply
IIIai wanted to remain in the army my
friends among the officers urged metome todo so and I1 would probably be in the
military service today it mmy father andmother hadbad not seriousseriouslyy objected
somehow or other they did not
much of my being in the atagaty toa the
tune of peace the result was that I1came home and studied law I1 went to-a law school at albany and then hung
out my shingle inift canton as a young
practitioner I1 continuedcontinuea to practice lawuntil I1 was elected to congress

do you remember your first lawrlaw
case governor and what do you think
of law as a professionprotession Financiallyand
otherwise is it worth the best work of
a mans life

1 I1 will answer your last question firstsfirst
replied governor mckinley 1I consider
the law the best of professions there
is enough in it to bring out all there itis
in any man and under proper conditions
it is financially profitable As to my
first law case it was a suit for replevin
which judge belden of canton asked
me to try for him

how did it turn out
it was successful 1 I

W at did you get for it
twenty five dollars
in looking back over your career

governor have you ever wished that youyon
had stuck to the law and kept out of
politics

yes replied governor mckinley1 I have a number of times but I1 1

think perhaps it is just as well as it isthe things we want in this life you
know are the things we have not gotgolI1 drido not suppose there is a man in any
profession who does not at times think
he would have done better in some
other and this has been the case with
me AS

how did you get into politics
my first office was that of prosecut-

ingtug attorney my friends made me a
candidate in 1869 1I was elected and
served for two vears after that I1practiced law until 1876 at which time I1
waswas nominated for congress I1 was not
anxious to be the candidate at that time
I1 thought I1 was too young to go into
politics I1 had a good busbusinessmess and I1
was not well enough off to enter public
life still I1 was nominated and elected
by a large majority

how long diddia you remain in con-
gress 11

1I served in the hoase or fourfourteentien
years and wiswas then elected governor of
ollioohio

do youyon like chicthe governorship
I1yes very well f kerepliedplied governor

mckinleyckinlyy it is an important


