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“We would rather have you take it
than not," said the president. *We
have paid that much to your opponent,
and Il see no reason why you should not
be paid as well as he.’?

“"Well,”” pursued the governor, “the
president continued to insist, and at
last I'told him that if he was determined
upon it he could pay my expenses. It
would cost me $so to fill the engage-
ment, and that was all that I could ac-
cept. I asked them to send the money
to my home, for, do you know, I do not
believe | could bave done my best with
that mtoney in my pocket.”

Still, Governor McKinley makes a
great number of public speeches. He
canpot fill one of a hundred of the re-
quests which he receives, and of late
years his speeches have covered a wide
range. He has spoken at soldiers’ re-
unions, has given literary addresses at
universily commencements and has dis-
cussed religious questions at the con-
ventions of the Epworth League and
the Christian Endeavor. He is a strong
speaker, and the impressions which he
makes are lasting. He has a round,
sonorous voice, and he can make him-
self heard in any crowd. He has a fine
presence upon the stump. His features
are much like those of Daniel Websier.
He has the same full, characteristic fore-
head, the same deep-set, piercing eyes
looking out Irom under heavy brows,
and his jaw is equally broad and mas:
sive. He is a finer-looking man than
Webster. His features aremore cleanty
cut, and the honesty which shines out of
them was not so apparent in that great-
est orator of the jast generation. Me-
Kinley speaks for hours without diminu-
tion of torce or repetition ot ideas. He
uses short sentences and makes it a
principle never to speak unless he has
something to say  He believes In plaio
Anglo-Saxon and avoids classical]
phrases. During my talk with him to-
day I asked him how he prepared his
speeches. He repiied:

“When I have an important speech to
make it absorbs me. It is hard work,
and it takes all there is in me, | go
over the subject again and again in all
its phases in my mind. I read all I can
get hold of upon it, and the speech
gradually grows until it is ready for
delivery, I n is one that has to be
given tothe press, [ dictate it 10 my
stenographer and see that the copyis
given vut beforehand, Thisclearifies my
thought, and though I seldom make
exactly the same speech that | have
dictaied, 1t is substantially the same,’’

“Do you like to speak?”

““No, I donot,” replied Governor Mc-
Kinley, empnatically. ‘I dread it. My
heart goes down into my boots whenever
1 get up beture an audience, and I
tremb e until 1 have begun to ta k. This
is always so, and still | have been mak-
ing speeches for twenty three years.”'

“Do you remember your first public
speech?” I asked.

**Yes, indeed; very well,” replied the
governor, with a laugh. *“lIt was upon
my return home with the troops at the
close ot the war. | lived in the liwe
viliage of Poland, near Youngstown,
and a reception was given in honor ol
the soldiers. One of the judges of the
county made the weicoming speech, and
I was chosen lo give the response. |
was then just twentv-one years old.’’

“How old were you when you went
into the army, go: ernor?”’ I asked.

‘] was just seventeen,” was the reply.

“I was acting as a country school
teacher at the time the war broke out.
My father wasanxious to give me a good
education. He moved with his family
to the little town of Poland, in order
that ] might go into the academy there,
and when I was about filteen or sixteen
he sent me to the Allegheny College at
Meadville, Pa. I fell sick there and had
to come home. When I became better
I took up teaching and got a country
school near Poland. This I lefttogo to
the-army.”

By the way, governor, what did they
pay you for teaching?"

“My wages were I think, $25 a month,
and I boarded around. My parents,
however, lived only three miles Irom
the school house, and the most of the
time [ stayed with them and walked 1o
the schoo! and back every day., Six
mtles wou!d be a big waik tor me now I
suppose, but it did not seem much
then.”

“*Well, while I was teaching,’” con
tinued Governor McKinley, *‘Fort Sum-
ter was fired on, and every one was wild
10 go to the war. A company was
formed in Poland, and 1 enlisted. Gen.
John C. Fremont inspected and muster-
ed in the company. He examined me.
1 was then very slight, not much bigger
than you are General Fremont, i re-
member, seemed a gieat man to me, a
boy of seveoteen, whose mind had been
thrilled wih the story of his wonderful
adventures in the west, I remember he
pounded my chest and looked square
into my eyes, and finally pronounced me
fit for a soldier.”

"“In what regiment were you, gover:
nor?"’

“My first servire was in the twenty-
third Ohiop, and | rg s1ained in that regt-
ment throughout th . war,"

“What was your rank when you enter-
ed?”

"It was that of a private,” replied
Major McKintey. “The first colonel ol
my regiment was Rosecrans, who alter-
ward became general. Qur lieuten.nt
colonel was Stanley Matthews, atier
wards United mtates Senator and jusiice
of the Supreme Court, and our major
was Rutherford B. Hayes, who was to
become a general and alterwards lo
serve as governor of Onio andJ as Presi-
dent ot the United States.”

*“It was a 1emarkable regiment, wasn't
it?" said I.

“Yes,” replied the governor, “and
the great body of the regiment was
worthy of the great commanders."'

"*And you were a private, governor?”’
said I, as | looked into the bright gray
eyes of the man who may yet be Presi-
dent o the United States. “Won't you
tel! me something about your lite as a
private suldier?”’

“It was just like that of the other
soldiers,” replied Governor McKinley.
My experiences did not differ from
those of a mt lion young men who went
into that great war  Tnere was nothing
uncommon about it. 1t was simply the
incidents of camp and march and battle
commun to the soldierin general. We
cafried our muskets and marcned along
togetner. We all ot usfelt our impor-
tance, | suppose."

“But you did not remain a private?”’

"Yes, I did,” replied Governur Mc
Kinley. ‘I rema ned a private ior over
a year. [ was then promoted to be ser-
geant of the company. This was alier
he battle ot Antietam. Ruthertord B.
Hayes—he had become colonel—brought

me my commission, and later on I sep
ved on the stafis of General Hayes.
Major General Crook and Major General
Hancock. In 1864 1 was madea major
by brevet by President Lincoln.”

“Think of your first batile, major, and
tell me how you felt for the first time
under fire."’

1 really do not remember,'’ replied
Major McKinley. “Our first engage.
ment was the battle ol Carnafax Ferry,
It was a long time ago. There was
plenty ot bullets, and I suppose I wag
terribly frightened. Most men are a1
such timies. I got through, however
-and I was with the twenty-third in aff
its batties and stayed with it until the
close of the.war."”

“How did you like military life, EOV—
ernor?’’

“Very much, indeed, was the reply,
“I wanted to remam in the armv. M
friends among the officers urged me 1o
do so, and I would probably be in the
military service today it my father ang
mother had not seriously objected.
Somebow or other, they did not think
much of my being in the army in the -
ume of peace. The result was that |
came home and studied law. I went 10
a law school at Albany, and then hung
out my shingle in Canton, as a yuung
practitioner. | continued to practice Jaw
until I was elecied 10 Congress.”

"“Do you remember your first law
case, governor, and what do you think
of law as a prolession? Financially and
otherwise, is it worth the best work of
a man’s life?”’

"1 will answer your last question firse, '
replied Governor McKinley. 'I consider
the law the best of prufessions. There
is enough in it to bring out all there is
in any man, and under proper conditions
it is financially profitable. As tg my
first law case, it was a suil for repleyin,
which Judge Belden of Canton asked
me to try for him."

“How did it turn ont?”

“It was successiul.”

"W at did you get for it?"’

"“Twenty five dollars.”

“In looking back over your career
governor, have you ever wished that yoJ
had swuck to the law and kept out of
politics?” i

“Yes,” replied Governor McKinley.
"l have, a number of times. Byt |
think perhaps it is just as well as it is,
The things we want in this life, you
know, are the things we have pot got.
I du not suppose there isa man in any
profession who does not at times think
he would have done better in some
other, and this has been the case with
me "

*How did you get into politics?"”

"dly first office was that of prosecut-
ing attorney. My iriends made me a
candidate 1n 1869. I was elected and
served for two vears, After that |
practited law until 1876, at which unie !
was nominated for Congress. I was not
anxious to be the candidate at that time.
I thought I was too young 10 go into-
pulitics. 1 had a zood busioess, and I
was not well enough off to enter public
life. Still, I was nuominated and elected
by a large majoriiy.”

““How long diu you remain in Con-
gressp" :

I served in the House for fourteen
years, and was then elected governor of
Oinp.”

"Do you like the governorship?*

*‘Yes, very well,”. replied Governor .
McKinley.. 't is an important posi=3 .



