LET THEM FURNISH THE PROOF.

IT wus tO be expected that the

vLiberal” Utah Commiseion would be
{ by tbe ¢“Liberal’” organ for
isreprerenting the con-
rﬂ'ullnrs ll:l;, Utah. The Com-
heen largely governed by
and the organ hse been
fend tbe Commission. They
d togutherhfor the san:lt:lend.
tnlked the same ngs.
:}:22; hh:v:,eggauered tbe sume slandere.
And when they have bwen anked for
roofs they have utterly failed to re-
l?pond hut bave demanded that the ac-
oused hall prove their own inDocence,
The organ 00w wants ue to prove
ve.
nelwsazliot this the proper mode of_ proced-
ure: The QCommission mu&e the
charge, in effect, that filteen male per-
spns have during the past year ontered
tnto polygsmous  MHrriages, Let
the mnDames of thoze persons  be
given. If the Crmmissioners have
them they can pruducé them. It they
have them noot, they have no right to
make the oharge. And, if they do
not koow these Names, they have the
names of the peracns who muke this
report to them; jot them give the
pnames of the #ccusers. It they will
not do either, why should roybody be
expected to attempt to disprove the
agousations, But the organ mmplalns
that weare engased, ssnot In disprov-
ing the charges made, but in hurling
ansthemas nt the Commission.” No
anathemas, however strong, would do
Justioe to the feelinges of ovntempt we
tesl for men who take the cowardly
course that these Commissioners have
pursued. But why should we be vn-
gaged in “4d jsproviug? & bald asrertion
without s solitary faot or argument or
witness to support it, nod couched In
such language that those whoe make it
dodge frof®the issue {n the most sneak-
ing manner. possible?

The Cominisslon nre repeating the
old slander they have been repeatedly
challenged to substantiate. They nave
pever attempted to prove their govert
charges. The Presideucy and the
General Confersnce of tbe Church
solemnly denied them and the only
npewer of the official slanderers fs,
idepnials und denunications prove
mothing.”” It s for the Commission to
furnish the proof. All that the other
slde Is “equired to do in to plead. If no
evidence is forthcoming there §8 no
need for aoything but the denial
Aguin weohallenge proof that fifteen
or snny number of male persons hzve
contracted polygamous marriages in
Utah duriog the past year. They are
afraid to give the names of the persons
alleged to be suspeoted, becaure the
falsehood of the goharge could then be
exposed. That in what is the matter.

Their organ rushes to their rercue
with the lneinustion “‘they may have
rone over the lipe to be mnrried.””
Thoey **may?’’ have gone to heaven or
aome other place. What they may
have done is not the point. Give ua
the names and the proots. We deny
that either in Utah ¢for aver (he Jine,”?
wherever that msy be, there have been
since the adoption of the manifesto
Hfteen polygamous marriages solemn-
fzed by the **Mormon’? Church orsny
of tta suthorlzed minlsters.

The Commissioner’s orgen Bays:
“Any member of the priesthood can

applaude
wtil] furthe
dition of #
miesion has
that orgsn
ready tode
have worke
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marry s Mormon man to a Mormob
woman and by some trick & good many
of those marriages have been solemn-
ized.”” It by ‘‘thowe marriages’® is
mennt plural marrisges, the state.
ment s wutterly and knowingly
fnlse., No member of the priesthood
in this Territory 18 permitied by the
Church or its authorities to marry any
“Mormon’® womAn to 8 “Mormon’?
men who has n law ful wife living and
undivorced. Nor is it true that “any
member of the priesthood?” is author-
lzed to solemnize & marrisge between
a “Mormon” mun and s “Mormon?’
woman, even If it be Jawrul. The
Commissioners’ organ ia dealing in the
rame kind of deceptlon ay the Com-
missloners are themselves, The eivi]
Inw permita a recognized minister of
any denomination to solemnize amar-
riage, but the “Mormon?’ Churoh does
not suthorize ajl the members of ity
Priesthond to so officlate, and the
whole statement to the contrary 1s
mnaufactured to decelve.

We deny that by some tripk,”’ or
in any other way, these polygamous
marriagen that the Commissioners and
their orean are ogirculuting Nes
about, have nocurred during the past
year or the year before thai,
Rakiog up rumors about alleged ogcur-
ances just after the passage of the
EdrundslAct will,not do. They will oot
djver} attentlon from the charge that
during the present yesr or two, not-
withstanding the maninfests and its
adoption, polygamious marriages have
continued to be oontracted by the
“Mormone.*], That oharge fs ground-
less,and we believe no one understands
that better than the Comrmilssioners
who give it publicity, and the organ
that supports them in tneir duplicity,

As to the bellef of the “Mormon®’
people, thank God nelther the Com-
missjon nor ary other earthiy power
bhas any buelness with that! OQur
oplnions are our 0wn. We apk
nohody’s coneent to entertain them.
We are indiflerent to the senti-
menise of such persone as the
Commijssionera in relaiion to
them. While we  suhmit to
the law the, law bas no issue
with ua, If wo vhoose Lo uphold
the Jaw, even believing it to be unwise
or unjust, we are constitutionally pro-
teoted In our freedomn of faftb. A nd if
there were no constitution or deglsr-
tion of human rights in thie respect,
the Iberty of thought snd helief exisis
and is bsyond the power of mortal man
to supprees.

Wesny that the ‘“Mormon’® Church
and the **Mormon’’ people have ceased
to solemnize and contragt plars] mar-
ringes, out of deference to tbe law of
the lanid. We say that they have been
wonderfully submissive to the aets of

Coogresa in  relution to poilygamy
sinre they agreed 1o oghserve
them. And we regard the eflort

made by the Commission fo hold them
up as |nsincere and recreant to their
agreements, ae one of the most dastard-
ly and cownrdly and mercenary at-
tempts to mallgon a noble people, for
the purpose of retaining a petty office,
ever perpetrated in & civilized countny.

“Denials and denunoiations” may be
distasteful to persone who engage In
suuh maliojous work, hutihey provoke
deninls by their assanlts and lay them-
relver open to denvnclations hy their
repeated dissemination of slunders for

which they offer no e'sment of proof.
Aa it 1a, they ure officlu) retallers of
stale scandal, and even their greatly
reduced salaries are, for such work, a
gro=s fmpoeition upon the goverowment
and people of this country.

GENERAL JOHN POPE.

ANQTHER of the historjo characters
of the civil war paesed away 1n Oblo
on the 24th inst. D army nonDals the
pame of Pope does mot figure as bril-
liantly sa Sherman, Bherigan, Hooker
and several gpthers. Hpwever, it is
universally aoknowledged that General
John Pope was a dashipng scoldler, but
hls military career has been so acrl-
mouniously discussed that it 18 difficult
to vstimate it accurately,

Pope was born in Illinofe 1o 1823,
graduated at Went Point 1842, served
in Florida 1844, fought 2t Mon-
teray und Buena Vieta 1846-48, was
made brigadier-genera] of volunteers
in 1861, commanded the urmy of the
Mississippt in 1862, any |ster oo the
army of Virginia. At the olose of the
war he was mustered out of the volun.
tesr eorvice, and placed in commeand of
the department of the Misscurl with
headquarters at Forth Leavenworth.
He publirhed n work eutitied ““Exp'nr-
ations fromn the Red River to the Rio
Grande,’” now emhodied in the Puacifle
railrend reporis, vol. 3, - He alo pub.
lished o hiatory of the gampaign fin
Virgiuia during July and A ugust, 1862,

—

DR. ILIFF'S ERROR.

THE Balt Lake public sre familiar
with the charge of plagiarism agalinst

Dr. 11iff, ot the M. E. Cpurch. They
also underatand the explupation, given
by the gentlemusn’s frivada, 2f the oir-
cumstances under Which he maie vse
of some eloguent utterances of Dr.
Guard’s without giving credit for them.
We have ex;osed the treaphery of some
of Dr. Iliff’s pretended frieads and
fellow ministers, in hyntinz up the
evidences of thie plagiarigm and giving
them to a daily paper to print. It was
a traitoroue stab in the haok, aond the
hand that made the cgwardly thrust
was dyed deep with the stain Lhat ft
Intended to stamp vpon Dr. [HA

We regard tbe failure of the gentle-
man to inform the publig of the source
of his extrzots, Wwhen they ap-
peared fo print Ax  hijs o0owWD, aH
an error of judgment which bas, no
doubt, pained him more than it hau
infjured aoybody else, When the
address he delivered sppesred in a
publip journal without proper credit, a
few lines of explanation would have
put the mutter right, gaved Dr. TIMT
much mnrtification and ppsolved him
from the oharge of intentional
plagiarism, which some of hls oo-
religicninte have been wager to fasten |
upon him.

On Bunday morniog at the olose of
the gervices in the I M, E. Ohureh,
the following frank and wﬂl}]Y sfute-
ment wae rend by Dr. Iliff to the con-
gregation:

Tt is already known to the publio that
early in Sepfember I askad Preeiding
Elder J. D, Gillilan to oalj my brother
mininters of the Methndiat Epircopa!
Chureh 10 Utah _together, and proposed
to them (o tuke noy stop that mightby
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