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LET THEM FURNISH THE PROOF

IT was to be expected that the

liberal utah commissionCommis Bion would be

applauded by the iLiliberalberall organ for

misrepresenting the con-

dition
furtherfarthertillstill

of Offaffairssirs in utah the com-
mission hasha been largely governed by

anandd the organ has beenthat organ
ready to defend the commcommissionassion thetheyy
have worked together for the same end

the same thingstalkedtb havethey
vheythey

ey
have scatteredbared the same slanders

have boonbeen asked foraejand when they
proofsproof they have utterly failed to re
spondpond but have demanded that the ac-

cused shall prove their own innocence
wants us to prove a

negativetive mode of proced-

ure
Isie not abis the proper

the commission make the
charge in effect that fifteen male per
sonssong have during the past year entered

into polygamous marriagesmarriagea let
the names of those personspersona be

if the commissioners havegiven them if theythem they can produce
have them not1101 they have no right to
make the charge and if they do

not know these nannamesjes they have the
names of the persons who make this

to them let them give thereport
of the accusers if they willnames

not do either why should anybody be

expected to attempt to disprove the
but the organ complains

that we are engaged inotnot in disprov-
ing the charges made but in hurlingburling

the commissionCommie sion no
nat bemas hhowever trong would do

justice to the feelingsfeell of contempt we
feel for men who take the cowardly
course that those commissioners have
pursued but why should we be en-
gaged in disproving a bald assertion
without a solitary fact or argument or
witness to support it and couched in
suchauch language that those who make it
dodge froine issue in the most sneak-
ing manner ble

the commission are repeating the
old elablander they have been repeatedly
challenged to substantiate they have
never attempted to prove their covert

the and the
general conference of the church
solemnly denied them and the only
answer of the official slanderersslanderersern Isi
96 denials and prove
nothing it toif for the commission to
furnish the proof all that the other
aide lais enquiredequired to do isia to plead if no
evidence Is1 forthcoming there isin no
need for anything but the denial
again we challenge proof that fifteen
or any number of male Ppersonsdersons have
contracted polygamous marriages in
utah during the post year they are
afraid to give the names of the personspersona
alleged to be suspected because the
falsehood of the charge could then be
exposed that lais what is the matter

their organ rushes to their rescue
with the insinuation they may have
rove over the line to be married 11

thythey cmaylomay have gone to heaven or
some other place what they may
have done tois not the point give usu
the names and the proofsproof we deny
that either in utah foror over the line
wherever that may be there have been
since the adoption of the manifesto
fifteen polygamous i marriages solemn
zedigei by the mormon church aranyor any

of itsif authorized ministers
the commissioners orgen says
anyaay member of the priesthood can

marry fka mormon man to a mormon
woman and by some trick a good many
of marriages have been solemnsole nan
ased il if by those marriagesmarri agea isia
meant plural marriagesmarri agea the state-
ment laIs utterly and knowingly
false no member of the priesthood
in this territory lisis permitted by the
church or itsite authorities to marry any

mormon woman to ELa mormonMor
man who hashaa a lawful wife living andnor iIs it true that any
creao her of the priesthood is author-
ized to solemnize a marriage between
a mormon man and a mormon 11

woman even if it be lawful the
commissioners organorean isin dealing in the
sameflame kind of deception as the com

are themselvesthemelve the civil
law permitfl a recognized minister ofany denomination to solemnize a mar-
riage but the mormon church does
not authorize all thetb members of itspriesthood to so officiate and the
whole statementtatement to the contrary hi1

manufactured to deceivewe deny that by some trick 11 or
in any other way theme polygamous
marriages that the commissioners and
their organi are circulating lies
about havehave occurred during the past
year or the year before that
raking up rumorsrumon about alleged occur
ances justjuat after the passage of the

willgotwill not do they will not
divert attention from the chargercharge that
during the present year or two not-
withstanding the festo and its
adoption iouiious marriages have
continued to be contracted by the

monis ground
leemandleealessandand we believeeve no one understands
that better than the commissioners
who give it publicity and thebe organ
that supports them in their duplicity

Asaa to the belief of the mormon
people thank god neither the com-
mission nor any other earthly power
has any business with that I1 our
opinions are our own awewe askaak
nobodyaodys consent to entertain themwe are indifferent to the senti
mentsmenta of sucheuch persons asa the
Commiscommissionerssinners in relationration to
them while weire submiturmit to
the law the law hamhai noBO
with usas if we choose to uphold
theth law even believing it to be unwise
or uunjustujust we are constitutionally pro-
tected in our freedom of faith and itif
there were no constitution or beclar
tion of human rights in this respect
the liberty of thought madand belief exists
and is beyond the power of mortal man
to suppress

we masay that the mormon church
and the mormon people have ceased
to solemnize and contract plural mar-
riages out of deference to the law of
thelandthe land we say that they have been
wonderfully submissive to the acts of
congress in relation to polygamy
since they agreed to observe
them and we regard the effort
made by the commission to holdbold them
up am insincere and recreant to their
agreements as one of the most dastard-
ly and cowardly and mercenary at-tempts to malign a noble people for
the purpose of retaining a petty office
ever perpetrated in a civilized country

denials and denunciations11 maybemay be
distasteful to persons who engage in
much malicious work but they provoke
denials by their assaults and lay them-
selves open to denunciations by their
repeated dissemination of slanders for

which they offer no aelementamaD t of proof
As it Is they are official retailersretailera of
stale scandalandalBo and even their greatly
reduced salaries are for such work a
grom imposition upon the government
and people of this country

GENERAL JOHN POPE

ANOTHER of the historic characterschara otere
of the civil war passed away in ohio
on the lostjust in army annannalsIs the
oamename of pope does not figure ae bril-
liantly as sherman sheridan hooker
and several othersathers lRowehoweverver it tois
universally acknowledged that general
john pope was a dashing soldier but
hisbig military career hwhaa been so acri-
moniously discussed that it tola difficult
to estimate it accurately

pope was born in illinois in 18281823
graduated at westwent point 1842 served
in florida 1844 fought at mon-
terey and buena vista was
made brigadier general of volunteers
in 1861 commanded the army of the
mississippi in 1862 and later on the
army of virginia at the close of the
war he was mustered out of the volun-
teer service and placed lain command of
the department of the missouri with
headquarters at forth leavenworthlea worth
he a work entitledea titled exeor
adious from the redbed river to the rio
grande nowfotr embodied in the pacific
railroad reports vol 3 he also pub
shedaa history of the campaincampaln invirginiavirginia during july and AugutAugust 1862

DR ERROR

tnTHEE salt lake public are familiar
with the charge of plagiarism against
dr clift of the M E church thoythey
alaoloo understand the explanation givengive
by the gentgentlemanlemans friendafrien dc jf the cir

under which be made useue
of some eloquent utterances of dr
guards without giving credit for them
we have exoaed the treachery of some
of dr pretended friends and
followfellow ministers in huntinghuntine up the
evidences of this plagiarism and giving
them to a daily paper to print it was
a traitorous stab in the back sadaad the
hand that made the cowardly thrust
waxwas dyed deep with the stainlaa that it
intended to stamp upon dr DIM

we regard the failure of the gentle
man to inform the public of the source
of hishia extracts when they ap-
peared in print as litshf own 00a
an error of judgment which hasbaa no
doubt pained him more than it hasbaa
I1injured anybody else when the
address he delivered appeared in a
public journal without proper credit a
few linesheso of explanation would have
put the matter right saved dr ilaffIliff
much mortification and absolved him b
from the charge of intentional
plagiarism which some otof hisna oo00
religionists have been eager to fasten
upon him

on sunday morning at the close of
the services in the clift M JE
the following frank and manly state-
ment was read by dr iliff con-
gregationgregagre gationtiou

it is already known to the publiopublic that
early in september I1 asked presiding
elder J D gillilan to call my brother
ministers of the methodistmethodic episcopal
church in utah togetherber sodand proposed
to them to take any step that might by


