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before a joint meeting of the Y
MH afM I1 A in the thirdward3

city of st george on the even-
ing of february 1878

it Is the first time I1 have had the
privilegeiegolego of lecturing before an As
boelation of our young people

we have herebere the bible and bookboob
of mormon the records of two
streams of population which flowed
in dimerentdifferent directions from the
toweto berof babel when the language
of the people was confounded about
one hundred years after noaha
flood

one of these peoples known to
us as the gentiles of which we
have some account in the book of
mormon traveled eastward across
the continent of asia to the shores
of the pacific butau which they
croerocrossed and landed on the west
boustcoust or worthnorth america we will
notriot notice their history farther at
this time but turn our attention
this evening to the other branch
who held the p lestiesthood the abra
bamiebarnic family whose historyis re-
corded in the bible

we formforin but very imperfect ideas
of history without some data to
guide us and with all the imper-
fections of bible chronology it is
better than none I1 do notdot expect
that we will have anything much
better until that remarkable history
of the world written by the brother
of jared is revealed to us

one hundred years after the flood
the tower of babel was constructed
if you will examine a map of asia
on the river euphrates a short dis-
tance above its junction with the
tigris you will lind the little town
of near it are bupeupsupposedposed to
be the remains of the tower of babel
audomand of the ancient eitycity of babylon
probably the most of you recollect
the story of the confusion ctef
tongues at the tower of babel and
the declaration of the lord that he
would scatter the people from there
over the whole face of the earth
the priesthood descended from
noah through the lineage of shem
consequently the Jared ites and the
abraAbruhamic family are his descend-
antsantaut

abraham was born three hundred
and fifty one years aftaftererthethe flood
if as iais stated shem lived yeayenyears
after the flood he and abraham
were although abra-
ham

abrah-
ams kindred appear to have fall-
en into idolatry he sought after the
true god and attained to the bless-
ings of the priesthood of which he
was the rightful heir through the
fathers in the year 1921 BD C at
the aage90 of seventy five years abra-
ham was called of god to leave the
land pt his nativity and go into the
landlaud of canaan which was prom-
ised to him and his children fortor an
everlasting inheritance the ca

were descendants of ham
as were alsoalgio the people of those fa-
mous cities Nineveh and babylonBabyioulou

after the arrival of abraham in
the land of canaan hebe and his im-
mediateInelnediate descendants appear to havuhave
had no abiding place
but were wanderers in the land

wawai to be the future heritage
of their children in fact it may
be said that israel thus far have
mostly been only wanderers and
sojourners in the earth at the
time of abrahamsabraham return from hisills
battle with the four kings an ac-
count of which may be found in
the ilch chapter of genesis in
which he released lot his brotherlp
sonsou from captivity he was bhospita-
bly entertained by
king of salem who was also the
priest of the most high god he
blessed abraham and abraham

gave him tithes of all some of
our elders believe that shernshorn and

wera one and the same
person I1 do nothot feelthfeel to quequestionulonalon
the correctness of this opinion
there are not wantingwuting men of
thought and study outside of our
cbchurch who are also of this opin-
ion nirdirmrair priest in his work on the

antiquities of america pub-
lished I1 think inla 1832 advances
some good arguments in favor of
this idea

the city of salembalem herehero men-
tioned was afterafterwards known wasas
jerusJerusi iemliem its subsequent history
is intimately connected with that
of the bousohouse of israel and is full
of interest its location and history
havebave been definitely understood for
nearly years a significant fact
which pertains to no other city that
has ever existed on the eartheaith its

whole history indicates that its lo-
cation iaIS the peculiarly sacred spot
of the vast eastern hemisphere
josephus the jewish historian
who wrote seventy years after
christ states that
built a temple there if so it is the
first temple built in the interest of
the priesthood of which we have
any account either in or out of the
bible but little is known with
certainty of the cities of nineveh
and babylon which flourished
or years before christ except
what is recorded in the bible the
history of the first two centuries of
the city of rome which is said to
have been founded B 0 is con-
sidered not reliable by many of the
learned and the story that the two
brothers who founded it were
suckled in their infancy by a she
wolf certainly partakes of the fabu-
lous in fact we are pretty much
indebted to the bible for what little
reliable history we have of the old
world from the to within
five or six centuries of the birth of
our savior

in the chapter of genesis we
are informed that abraham went
into thelandthe land of moniahmoriah to offer up
his son isaac josephus furtherfarther
says that he built the altar on
mount moriah where solomon af-
terwardsterwards built the temple

in passing permit me to call your
attention to the promises made by
the lordizord to abraham after he had
offered sacrifice in the land of mo-
riah the lord said in blessing
E will bless thee and in multiply
jegiin gi I1 will multiply thy seed as the
stars of heaven and as the sand
upon the seashore it is the latter
part of the promise not so often re-
peated as the other which it is well
to bear in mind in allail our studies of
the history of israel and thy
seed shall possess the gate of thetheirir
enemiesenemiesmiep a promise which still re-
mains to be fulfilled after thirty
seven centuries have passed away
what little we have learned of this
city of salem and its priest serves
to excite our curiosity to know more
of their history and why and
when the priesthood disappeared
and the city went into the handsbands
efof the wicked Canaanites

we are told in the bible that the
children of israel were in bondage

years josephus in one place
makes the same assertion but af-
terwardsterwards explains by stating that
this period is reckoned from the
calling of abraham 1921 B crC
from that to 1706 B 0 when jacsjaesjacob
and hisais family moved into egyptt
as one half of the time and from
the going into egypt until the exo-
dus in 1491 B U another beaud
of years according to our
chronochronologylogy joseph did nt die un-
til seventy one years after the fam-
ily moved into egypt which re-
duces the time ofot the bondage of
isrnelisrael to the egyptians to years
this appears to me to be a reason-
able view to take of this subject
until furtherfarther light is given us

in the latter part of this periperlperiodod
moses the great leader and law-
giver was born he gave to israel
a code of laws involving principles
of equity which christians have
never yet improved upon the

I1

history of the deliverance of israel
from egypt is of such length and
interest that I1 will barely notice it
in this general outline moses and
aaron holding the priesthood of the
most high through faith worked
mighty miracles in the deliverance
of israel the egyptians the de-
scendantsants of ham holding a fallen
priesthood also worked wonders
and perperhapshapy at that time the two
powers ran as nenearlya1 I parallelarallen aasA they
may do in ththis tthebe dispensation of
the falness of times

thethia israelites went out of egypt
under moses in 1491 B 0 they
wandered in the deserts of arabia
forty years passed around the south
end of the dead sea and appeared
on the east side of the river jordan
nearly opposite the city of jerichoJericbo
in 1451 here moses rehearrehearsedSed to
them the blessings god hadbad be-
stowed on them and their fathers
the commandments he had given
and caused them to renew their
covenants of obedience no man
could pronounce the terrible com-
prehensive curse that moses did
upon israel if they failed to keep
the commandments of god no man
could bless as he blessed in case of
obedience without the inspirations
of the almighty it is wonderful
with what earnestearDest of spirit
with what an intensity of interest
helaboredbelabored to establish his people in
righteousnessrighteous neroneap in his last days on
the east bideaide of jordan As hadbad
been before appointed moseamoses died
and joshua led israel into the
prom ed land the lord had com
V 4

banded israel that they should ut-
terly destroy and waste away the
Canaan ites and warned them that
if they did not do this they would
prove a snare and lead them into
idolatry and wickedness disobe-
dience to this command led to
promised results and numerous in
termarry 1nga took place the de-
gradinggrad1 14ir14 results of which on the
then future of israel it is difficult
to estimate about twenty seven
years after the crosoroscrossingsing of jordan
joshua died just before his death
he assembled the tribes rehearsed
the great blessings god had bestow-
ed upon them and caused them to
renew their covenants of obedi-
ence two years after his death jer-
usalem was partly taken and oc-
cupiedaupied by the children of benja-
min a portion still remaining in
the hands of the Jebusites in
forty five years after israel had
crossed over jordan they had fallen
into idolatry and were in bondage
tot their enemies from the cross-
ing of jerdanjordan to the anointing of
saul was years ill years of
this period or nearly one third is-
rael were in bondage to their ene-
miesandandaDd their whole history isais a
record of the fulfillmentfulfilment of the
promises of the lord to them
through moses perhaps some of
us scarcely take into consideration
what bondage meant in those times
while it often varied in severity it
generallgenerally meant that the cattle the
grain the personal liberty and lives
of the people were at the mercy af
the conquerors As a sample of
one of the smaller annoyances the
bible says that in the beginning
of the reign of saul there were
no smiths in israel and they were
compelled to get their work done
at the shops ofor the philistines so
that in case they should rebel
against their oppressors they would
not have the means of manufacture
in garms A portion of the city of
jerusalem remained of
the Jebusites years after the
wars of joshua when the
were conquered by david and it
became the capital city of israel
probably most intelligent israelites
todayto day would refer you to the reign
of solomon as the most glorious
period in the history of their peo-
ple his world renowned templetample
waswaa completed 1004 years B C or

years after the egyptian exo-
dus that is the only temple built
for the purposes of the holy priest-
hood of which we have account in
the bible although we may well
suppose that others were built both
before and after the foodflood solo-
mon notwithstanding his great
wisdom and the many great bless-
ings hebe received from ene gioia
married manymaDy strange wives and
concubines who led him into idola-
try and wickedness in his old age
they with their numerous children
with their wealth and social pposi-
tion
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combined with the weight of
solomonSolomons s personal example exer-
cised an immense influence over the
nation for evil AAs4 a nation israel
never recovered from these perni-
cious influences As had been fore-
told by the prophets after the death
of solomon the kingdom was di-
vided RheaBheaboom his son reigning
over judah and benjamin and
jeroboam over the other tribes so
rapidly did judah sink into the
degradations of the idolatrous na-
tions around them that in the nithalth
year of the reign of Rheoboam and
I1in less than thirty five years after
the completion of the temple
Sh ishak king of egypt took je-
rusalem and plundered the house
of the lord of all itsita treasures
from that time both judah and is-
rael

is-
mel were frequently in bondage to
their enemies besides having many
long and destructive wars with each
other

from the division of the kingdom
to the captivity of the tentell tribes a
period of two hundred and fiftynifty
four years nineteen kings reigned
over israel all without exception
idolatrous and wicked from the
dividdivision0 0n of the kingdom to the
babylonian captivity a period of
three hundred and eighty seven
years twenty one kings reigned
over judah all except four or five
idolatrous doubtless the great in-
fluence of solomon and his family
had done much to perpetuate these
evilsevila in B 0 hashen king
of israel became tributary to
manegerma king of assyria nine
years after hamarSamarlathe capital of
the kingdom was taken by the As
syrians and the national existence
of the ten tribes of israel ceased
for the people were carried captive
into the countries of asia beyond
the river euphrates and peoples
from other councountitilestriesiesles were put in
possession of their inheritance wowe
may consider this event as the be

ginning of the more comprehensive
fulfillfulfillmentmentwent of the word of the lord
through moses that in case of
disobedience the would scat-
ter them among all people from
the one end of the earth even
unto the other we are informed
by modern revelation that thetha ten
and a half tribes journeyed into the
north country and were hidbid up to
come forth in this dispensation but
it is not probable that more than a
few thousands of this widely scat-
tered people were gathered uptip for
this purpose and that the great
massmasi remained to intermingle with
the nations and thereby carry out
the designs of the almighty this
idea is19 strengthened by jocephusJoeephus
the jewish historian who wrote
nearly years after and who
states that only the two tribes ju-
dah and benjamin were subject to
the romans for the ten tribes who
were carried away by the assar
lansians still remained in multitudes
beyond the river euphrates I1 have
often asked the question how
came our fathers of the ten tribes
mostly of ephraimEphralmaim mixed up with
the modern nations of europe
about 1000 years after the captiv-
ity of the tribes a sufficient time
for them to have become well
mixed up with the nationnations of asiaAsial
in I1 think the third century of the
christian era there appeared on
thedthethee asterneastern bank of the river dan-
ube then the extreme limit of the
roman empire in that directionons
an immense horde of semibemi barbar
ian people from the plains of asia
from the romanboman officers in charge
of the military posts which com-
manded the passage of the river
they requested the privilege of tak-
ing shshelterelter in the territories of
romeborne statingslating that they were driv-
en to thiathibhlahithia extremity by their ene-
mies their caseleasel was brought to
the notice of the government and
they were permitted to take shelter
in the empire tinderunder treaty stipula-
tions one of which waswaa that they
should deliver up their arms one
of the most difficultdiffculteuit of terms for a
warlike nomadic people to comply
with they succeeded in retaininghing
their arms by bribing the romankoman
officials even by presenting some
of their sons and daughtersdaughtery gifts of
peculiarar significance in that licen-
tious age it Is supposed that the
roman officials very indifferently
fulfilled their treaty stipulations

1l
and the barbarians beboanbeganbeanan to carve
out their own fofortunes and shape
the destinies efof rome with their
swords horde followed after horde
until they in time crushed the ro-
man empire by valor and the
weight of numbers devastated
winernEinrope con-
quered peoples and lahllaii therounthe foun-
dation of thathe present nations of
europe

this Is the most plausible answer
to the query where did our fathers
come from that history at present
appears to afford us

one hundred and thirty three
years after the captivity of the
ten tribes the cap-
tivity took place for many
years previous the jewslews had been
plundered and wasted away by the
surrounding nations one king
had been carried away captive ininto
egypt and two to babylon3 withh
many of the people before the final
consummation of their afflictions
in the destruction of jerusalem and
of that beautiful temple which
had so long been their pride and
the carrying of Zedezedekiahkiahklah and the
remainder of the people into cap-
tivity in this we see the fulwilfulfil
ment of the word of the lord in
the chap deul the lord
shall bring thee and thy king which
thou shall set over thee unto a xiaziana-
tion which neither thou nor thy fa-
thers have knowsknown fifty two
years after the destruction of jeru-
salem the jews were permitted by
cyrus king of persia to return to
the land of their inheritance
nearly returned and after
laborlaboringdg under great difficulties for
over 30 years the city was repaired
the temple rebuiltre built and dedicated
in the year B C this closed
the seventy years of what is knownknowli
as the captivity the
casual reader of the bible might
suppose that the most of the jews
had returned totor the land of their
fathers but this conclusion would
evidently be erroneous for the in-
terestingte incidents related in the
book of esther took place nine or
ten years after the dedication of
the temple and some twenty nivefive
years after the arst return otof the
jews and yet in the story of ha-
man and MorriMorecairecalecal the jews are
represented to have been scattered
in large nu through the
provinces ofOC the persian empire
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according to our chronology we
find by the chap of nehemiah
ninety years after wa first return of
the jews that he was cupbearercup bearer
to the king of persia here in-
quired of certain men of judah
who arrived at the city of shu-
shan concerning the jews who
were 1lertlefteftert of the captivity and about
jerusalem they informed him
that those who were left in the
province were 11lii great affliction
that the wall of Jerusa leni was
broken down and the gates burnt
with fire this indicates that the
jews were still scattered through
persia and that those who had ga-
thered were in great distress for
ty nine years after the eventaeventis relat-
ed in the first chapter of nehemiah
are supposed to have taken place
or BC malachi closed his pro-
phecy and we must now turn to
profane history for further know-
ledge of the affairs of the jews un-
til their destruction by the romans
seventy years after theithe birth of
our savior in general it was a
period of borrowsorrow and affliction in-
terspersed

in-
terspersedpersed with a few hort seasor a
of comparative prosperity sixty
three years B C jerusalem was
taken by pompeyyandand the jews
remained under roman rulenile until
their extinction as a nation in the
YeyeararADAD voivol70 a period of years
during the long period of nearly
18001600 years from the going down of
israel into egypt until the final
destruction of jerusalem by the
romans 3 they were moromore or leca in
bondage to their enemies nearly
one third of tue time their whole
history is a vast accumulation of
testimonies of the inspiration of
prophecy and of the sure fulfillfulfil
ment of divine decrees they pre-
sent the strange anomaly of a peo-
ple often ammiafflictedisted andadd wasted away
but never corsconsumedumed ofot a people
who in thethid later centuries havehavo
entirely lost theirthein nationality but
not their id identityentity in their conquest
by the romans and especially in
theirthein last war and the final destruc-
tion of their capital city we find
the distinct fulfillmentfulfilment of that pro-
pheticaphetic prediction of moses in deutbeut

chapter from the to
verses it is too lengthy to take up
the time to readreaid the whole chap-
ter Is worthy of frequent and care-
ful perusal after a desolating war
of several years in which all their
fortified cities were taken except
jerusalem that was finally sur-
rounded by the romanhoman armies
under titus and oneffone of the mostmust
memorable and destructive sieges
recorded in history took place the
time ofor this occurrence was an ano-
maly in the history of israel the
lord hadbad promised their fathers
ubal ea ionlon aaltheythey should be obe
adient their enemies should have

I1 no power to injure them during
their annual feasts
the fact that the roman armies

surrounded the city during the
feast of unleavened bread and im-
prisoned within its walls about a
million of people who had gathered
to that feast from the surrounding
countries and that no similar oc-
currence and transpired during
a history of some 1500 yearsyearb
laIs coconclusiveI1usivelve evidence of their
apsapoapostasystaeystacyt y amiand wickvickwickednessedness and that

I1 had entirely forsaken them I1
must refer you to josephus for a
reliable history of the last war of
the Jjewsjowsaws I1 have not time to
dwell on it long pestilence and
famine added their horrors to the
slaughter of the sword during the
siege many thousands of dead were
thrown over the wall the defen-
ders of the city plundered the citi-
zens without regard to sex orbr con-
dition they entered the house of
a lady of rank and former influencefluenceiu
and demanded food she took
them into another room to a table
raised a cloth and showed them the
body ofotherher infant child partly con-
sumed and assured them that she
had reserved that for them har-
dened as they were they were
shocked and retired the circum-
stance became known in the roman
camp and created some excitement
among the soldiers probably the
previous condition of the woman
gave the circumstance notoriety
doubtlessDoubtlesiess there were numerous in-
stances of eating human flesh dur-
ing the terrible

after the city was taken many of
the houses were filled with thether
dead the soldiers slaughtered until
they were weary they then began
to stayslay only the aged and infirm
and reserved those of a suitablesuisul taule age
to be useful to them of these they
drove together a large number and
confined them within a portion otof
the walls of the where

perished formantfor want of food some
of the tallest and most beautiful of
the young men were resenreservedved to
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