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thee elleli of marder in the city

murder is the fashion of the day innew york humiliating as the confes-
sion is truth compels it criminal
homichomicidesidea are recorded in almost every
issue of the keraldherald the sickening de-
tails furnishing daily sensational hor-
rors life is held cheaper here to day
than it has ever before been even in
the most lawless localities of the west
or south in the flush times thirty
or forty years ngoagoawonoo it was esteemed per-
ilous to visit matchez under the hillhlll
after nightfall pistols and bowiebowle
knives were freely used there but the
blacklegs whoho congregated in the hells
were cognizant of the custom and hon-
est people could stay away califor
nias early miners protected their lives
and property with the ready revolver
and punished theft by the simple law of
vengeance in the rude conditions of
society which sanctioned such practices
there was a lack of the regular or-
ganizations for dispensing justice the
swift punishment ot0 an offender by the
party injured or his immediate friends
though informal was often actual
justice and popularly accepted as
such here on the contrary we have
murderous violence in open dedefianceflancefiance of
law andalid public sentiment our city is
guarded by a vigilant police its courts
of criminalminal jurisdiction alemanyare many andaud
costly perhaps nowhere else does the
public pay more liberally for judicial
protection yet murder stalks our most
public streets in high day it holds re-
vel in oareur blumsblumb at night it infests our
hotels it mocks the majesty of the law
by slaying its victim on the threshold
of a judges chamber it is all about us
thickening the air with blood and it is
never punished jack reynolds was a
prophet hiljHis execution only gave the
seeming lieile to his assertion hanging
is played out which has since hisbis
death become literal truth our city
prison isa throngedthron ged with murderers
their lives are safer ther thanethan those of
the average citizen in the streets we
do not holdhoid the police responsible for the
teiterrible condition into which we have
drifted they usually detect and arrest
the slayers in the practical useless-
nessnebsnebb of our courts mildand prosecuting of-
ficers is the source of this plague
which if not stayed will work the ruin
of our great and proud city it is well
known that money is able to postpone
and indefinitely prolong the trial of ita
culprit guilty of the most heinous mur-
der if money is nounob used to corrupt
ommoffmeersleers it certainly is made to procure
such vexatious delays that in effect it
thwarts justice and procuresprocureii immunityimmunityY
from penalty to the most guilty it
obstructs and clogs all the operations
of the courts and far worse has crcreere
abedsted a popular belief that murder in
newnow yorkYork tois not to be punished this
isin the explanation of the reign of mur-
der at all times and in all places through
our city were it once again estab-
lished that speedy and sure hangingbanging
would be the fate of every murderer
from that moment murder would be-
come a rare crime to bring back this
assurance is the sacred duty as it is the
urgent interest of every citizen with-
out it neither lifeilfe nor property can long
have Vvaluealue new york gieraldJIerald

judge keloneKelonnelonwelon 8 career on the bench

the retirement of judge seisonnelson frofromin
the bench of the supreme court of the
united states carries ones memory
back for half a century under what
was then the new constitution of new
york judge nelson was appointed on
the ofAofapril be circuit judge
of the sixth district the duties of that
office which was a creation of the con-
stitutionution just then going into effect were
almost identical with those discharged
by a judge of the present supreme court
there were eight of the judges and the
supreme court proper over which john
savage was called to preside consisted
of only three members and waswab purely
an appellate tribunal of the eleven
supreme and circuit judges who took
office at the same time with nelson he
alone survives nearly all of his asso-
ciates died long ago he remained a
circuit judge till february 1831 when
he wabwas appointed an associate justice of
the supreme court of this state in place
of william L marcy who had resigned
on being chosen a senator in congress
in september 1836 judge nelson be-
came chief justice of the supreme court
and held that position until march 1845IM
when he resigned on being appointed aan
associate justice of the supreme court of
the united states judge nelson was
on the supreme bench of new york
fourteen years all those who occupied
seats by his side during that period are
dead when he first took his place

upon the supreme bench of the unitedstates that court consisted of nine mem
bers all whom he found on the benchare gone the greater part of themdied manimankmany years ago indeed all who
were on thet e bench with him as latehite as
the outbreak of the rebellion are dead
except two these simple facts show
that judge nelsonsbelsonsNelsons judicial career has
been a very remarkableremarkably one we haveno recollection of another instance
either in this country or in england
where a man held such high judicial
positionseions for half a century without the

of a single day mansfield
and marshal famous for their long ten-
ure on the bench fell far short of nel-son reverweve preeminentpre eminent on the bench
he was always able learned industrious
and safesade only a lawyer of first class
attainments capcan fill the place he has
honored so longiongionlon91 mewmcwmcm york papaperperpez

A COSTLY POLICY

if congress enters into this business
of excavating canals new york will
have her share of the government con
tributribatlonationa as well as newnaw jersey indand
ohio as well as west virginia As it
has been with these land grants to rail-
ways so it will be with these bounties
to canals there will be no end to them
till thotha spring is exhausted so too itif
we subsidize two or three steamship
lines we shall have to subsidize two or
three or a dozen more for the argu-
ments of the lobby are potential in pro-
portion to the margin for pickings and

lings inalnain a word these splendid in
improvements suggested as the

future domestic policy of general grant
we rearfear are splendid schemes only for
widespread corruption public deamoral

and national bankruptcy
the projected foreign policy of ththe

administration so far as we can judgejudg
from present indications and rumors
embraces a vigorous preparation for war
in reference to our complications with
spain andind cuba the revival of the st
bomindomindomingogo annexation scheme an

ship canal and new
treaties of amityamit and commercial
reciprocity with mexico and the
central and south american states
with an eye to a few more subsidized
steamshipsteamshlp lines this programme in
addition to the budget of internal im
provements suggested may well cause
the secretary of the treasury to shud-
der at the prospect

i
before him of

course auail these kragrakrandgrandnd projects will re
quire a prod aply of bonds and
greenbacksgreenbacks increased instead of reduc-
ed taxes and a suspension first of the
payment of the principal and next a
suspension of the inheresinterest of the na-i ma-i
tonal debt in order to make both ends
meet the president tells us in bis
Afesmessagesage that in view of needful expen-
ditures any further reduction of our
national taxes is for the present im
practicable we presume that for the
present he intends to indulge mr
boutwell in his pretty conceit of a re-
demptiondemption of the debt at the rate of a
hundred millions a year until these
other uses are found for hishia surplus
funds the whole outlook is anythingany thinglhing
but that of relief to the toilingtolling masses
of metthe peoplepeoples

from the material facilities odtheof the age
such as railways and telegraphs every
country concerned in these agents of
modern progress is inevitably tending
to a strong or stronger centralized gov-
ernmentern ment this tendency is the modern
law of gravitation if there had been
no southern rebellion the railway and
the telegraph would have banished by
this time the state rights doctrines of
calhoun even fron south carolina but
these interventions luin southern local
entanglementsentangle ments and these internal im-
provementsprove ments and steamship subsidy pro-
jects suggested by general grant indi-
cate a tendency to a centralization as
patriarchal as that of pekin and as com-
plete asaa that of st petersburg but
there is still this encouraging ccompen-
sation

0 apen
before us that when like redbed

cloud andrudaudnud spotted tall we shall all
come under the care of our great fath-
er we shall all be relieved of the trou-
ble of taking care of ourselves new
morkyork herald
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