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The recent official report on Great
Britaipn’s liquor bill may, however
show that there is considerahle ex-
pense—apart from the misery and Bsor-
row which are the effect of Intemper-
ance—attached to the upe of *‘a little
beer’? in that pation. Thils report
states that during last year the total
amount spent on intoxioating drinks
In the United Kingdom was aearly
one bundred and forty-two million
Pounda sterling, or almost $688,000,000,
Thie huge sum means an expenditure
of £3 16s,, or $18.20, per head for every
man, woman and child in the king-
dom—anbout three times as much as
would supply themin bread. Of what
are olsseed in the report am spirits,
Beotland and Ireland use more than
Kngland, the average for each family
of flve persons being £16 bs, In Beot-
land, and £10 11s. 84, in Ireland. Bui
by ite prodigious vonsumntion of beer,
Enpgland forges ahead with an aver-
age for each home of flve persons of
£20 7o. 6d., or £4 ls. 60.—F19.75—per
head. The costof nearly twenty-ejght
million barrels ot beer consumed dur-
ing the year in England alone falls
Just under eighty miilion pounds ster-
llng., Commenting on this faot, the

London ZJimes says: ‘It must
be confeseed that thie amount
for beer fa & bard figure

to be proud of. It meane that down
the nationnl throat there Hows enough
to provide thecountry with two navies
and two armies, with the eivil service
tbrown in—or very nearly so. It means
that the beer drunk in ene year would
pay the national debt (or three; or that,
it funded for nine years, it would pay
the whole debti, and Jeave us with ne
more intetest of annuities to pay.”” In
the face of thege flgures it would b-
difficuit to coutend that dreat Britain,
or any nation similarly situated, is not
harmed by its gopsumption of intoxl-
oante. o

The aafe wny [or parents lo preserve
their children from aweiling the tide of
intemperance is to keep them [rona the
temptation to use strong drinks. For

. Ipstruction on this matter to be practi-
cul and eftective,it must be by example
us well ag precept. The child bas no
confldeuce in - the “‘do as [ say and vot
as [ do’’ preacher, Parental watch-
care should also reach to companlon-
ahip with and the actions of others. An
flluetration of tbe need of thls wase
given at n soclal gnthering receully.
There were a pumber ol children
present, to whom the hostess begun
passing wine. ‘Those firet approached
declined, ng their parents bad taught
them thatthe beverage was uneuitable
for them. Bul the hostess insisted,
and induced some of the smnller ohil-
dren to drink, very much agalnst thelr
will. Douhtless the lady never hud &
thought of doing wroog, but the poei-
tion she assumed by her action was one
which no Latter-day Baint can con-
sistently occupy.

To keep childrea ‘‘cut of harm’e
way’? ja n most excellent method of

rolecting them (rom Injury, The
Eord’s prayer teaches a pointed Jesson:
lead the childrep, *‘not into tempta-
tion,”’ but deliver them from evil
Bring to the little ones a comprehen-
sion of tbe way of life by having them
walk therein, For the children of the
Liziter-day Baints there should be no
closer companions than their parents;
and if that companlonship is In walk-

ing ‘“‘uprightly before the Lord,”
the children will rarely depart
from it. But if parents carelessly or
wilfully aliow their children to go Into
temptntion’s path, sin and sorrow wil}
be the inevitable result.

ANTIPODEAN WEALTH.

A news item ndny of two ago made
a sbowlng of the enormous go!d yleld
of Victoria colony, Australla, Up to

the present time the seven gold-pro-
ducers of the Australasian group have

long time, went steadily to London for
colpage, but in the year 1855 the Brit.
ish government permitted the eatablish-
ment of & branch mint in Bydney, the
demands of the people interested to that
end having at 1ast amounted to & com-
mand which the royal powers that be
—ae i8 usunl when Australia wants
anything-—ylielded to, aithough it was
the means of tnkicrg from the gresat
metropolls much of its profit and pres-
tize. In 1872 n similar privilege was
given to Vietoria, and up to 1891 the
coinage there was £45,918,348, while
during the longer period the Bydney
mint coined £87,195,000. Durirg
elghtecn years past the London coln-
age was 8till 87.838 per ceat of the
whole, that of Sydney 26.90, and of
Melbourne 35.72.

Prior to the last decade the output of
precious metals (rom Australja was
practically all gold, nut during that
period extensive silver mines were
discovered in New Bouth Wales. Al
Bilverton and Broken Hill on the
Barrier range the ledges ubncovered
proved to be of the most immense
extent and great valne. Tie field ex-
tends over 2500} square miles of country.
The Broken Hill enjoys the reputation
of being the greatest sllver mine on
earth, the yield for the firat five yvenra
being 36,512,445 vunces! During that
time the dividendes pald the share-
holders amounted to £6,616,000, more
than two-thirds being in cash, the
remainder in shares of other mines
beiougipg to the company, The whole
of thie vaset yield, or the great bulk of
it, found it¢ way to London. From
theren g-eat deal of It bhas gone to
I: dia where coinage has been free, but
is not likely to remaln so long,

When we reflect how very limited
a portlon of Australia has been ex-
plored, nnd bow much smaller is the
portion that is eettled, the snormous
wealth of the country is more easily
understood. Ite ranges swarm with
cnttle and sbeep, its territory ie nearly
as vast and diversified as that of the
Unpiterd States (exclusive of Alaskn},
and the question of actual asp-
aration from the mether ooun-
try - independence ! nlready has
—seems to be one of but a short
time. There iz no danger of nnnexa.
tion to any¥ other country being
thought of in the care of such a grand
empire situated go far anway from sny
: power big encugh to take ity it will he-
come s natlon by iteelf ana that, toe,
acoording to all appearance in n very
short time.

There istalk of building a two-story,
shirty-roomed hotel in Brigbam Cityas
!toon a8 spring opens up.

THE NEW DIRECTORY.

Upon the editorial table Is a copy of
Polk & Co.’s new Directory of Balt
Lake City, Without dealgning to be
invidious, we are cometralned to pro.
neunce it aaperior In most respecta tg
any of lta predecessors, The lst of
names, resideaces and occupations |g

ag complete as 18 posaible, the alpha-
betical order In the names runuing
entitely through tbem instead of only
the initial and one or two more being
30 arranged ap {8 sometimes {he cage,

ylelded Bomnethlng over 80,000,000 | There are 1040 pages in the
ounces, Vijotoria’?s part being fully]|book, but notwithstanding this
two-thirde of the whole., This, for a|great nnmber the volume is not bujk y

nor at all inconvenient to haudle. The
pri ting and binding are the perfection
of art, and the general appearance jg
one devold of apparent cheapness op
baste in preparation. It would ook
well in any iibrary or on any table,
nnd ita contents ure as useful and wel]
claseified ae its exterior is handsome,
In thewsense of good wWorkmanship angd
careful atiention to detaile it is a sygq.
cess, a8 we have no doubt it wilj he
financislly.

AN EX-EDITOR'S SATURDAY TALK.

One of the charges which have heen
brought against our people a8 an evj.
deuce ©of the nnarrowness of -their
vlews and tbeir want of progress hag
been their alleged oppoeitlon to the
opening of gold and ellver wines ip
the Territory. This charge has been
circulated extensiveiy, nod no explan-
atione have accempanied kt toshow
why there was such a disllke to thjs
pursait.

There is truth in the statement thag
for many years the people of Utah
were averse to the opening of the gold
und sllver mines; that s, the genera]
opinlon wae that it was not

A
proper pursuit for the people
to  engage in. Bul there were
reasons, and good reaeons too, for

ihls view to be taken by them. Presj.
deut Brighnm Young had this questign
to meet in the yays of the early settle-
mept. The news of the gold discover-
ies in California, in which &ome of the
members of the Mormon battalion tonk
a leading part, reached Utab at a time
when the people were in dire extremity,
Fuod was very poanty, and of clothing
and many of the comforts of life the
people were nlmost entirely destitute.
Men were glud to get buckakin cloth-
log; and In the abeence of leather, of
which there was pone to be bought,
they were glad to wear mocosasins.
Tobacco was worth more thap itg
weight in silver, and in those days
there were instances of ite being sold by
placing a piece of8ilver an n plug of
tobacco and cutting the size of {he
coln out of the plug for the mouey,
Ten and coflee were priceless; in fact,
there was sgarcely any to be hed even
wher: needed in cases of sickuess,
Bugar, and all ewestening, was so
scurce that recourse was bhad to the
grinding of corn stalks and the bolliny
of the juice, and extracting sume little
sweelening from watermelons.

‘This was the condltion of aflairs 1n



