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THE W R 1 TC T Y

THE EDITORS COMMENTS

conference NOTICE

the sixty sixta semiannualsemi annual con
ference of the church of jesus christ
of latter day saints will convene in
the tabernacle salt likelake city on fri-
dayay morning october jtb 1895 at 10

9amin A cordial invitation isig

given to the officers and members of

theahe church to be present
WILFORD WOODRUFF

GEORGE Q CANNON

JOSEPH F SMITH

first Presidepresidencyricy of the church of je
aus christ of latter day saints

AN OLD CON

f

A publishedpublia bed inID aln
cespolle inID the interestinte reet of the luth-
eran church in this country devotesdevotee
a couple of columnacolemos to the famous let-
ter

let-
ier of cyprian on the subject of infant
baptism aridand drawsdrawn the conclusion
that from this letter it is indisputable
that the belief of the lutheran church
iuiti this point isie in perfect accordance
with the doedoctrinetriDe of the ancient
christianObriatian martyr church

the subject isB somewhat antiquated
wellrell informedformediu protestant studentsstudeate 0of
ecclesiastical history now generally
admit the futility of any enuendeavoreavor to
establish divine authority for the prac-
tice of infantt baptism itif it was
taught by the early fathers at all it
waswae in such a way that from their

writings it cannot be proven
but as occasionally the contention is
made that the sobo called early fathers
prove the rite to be of apostolic origin
and as cypriencyprian in particular is relied
upon for this statement it may notnet be
out of place to give the matter a mo
mentis consideration

ceciliusCecil lue born in africa
was a prominent rhetorician conver teil
to christ anity about after christ
during the persecution hebe was
forced to withdraw into concealment
melie wasraa a close student of Ter
and in much of hisbis teachings but re
echoes the doctrines of that father
his chief celebrity dates from the hour
of hisbi martyrdom he was called to
the office of a teacher before he bad
learnt the principles of christianity
Abothoroughlyroughly and the subsequent perse
curione left him but little leisure for
theological research wherefore au-
gustine without scruple controvertscontro verts
his tec 8 on important questionsoisbutbat the chief fact to remember ininconcon
lection with the question of the
authority of this father is this that it
only a part of what he himself tells
about the members of the church with
which be was connected is true
corruption was such that little cre-
dence can be attached to what they
unanimously decide to be right or
wrong

in abe year a council was held

at carthage africa where fetysixty sixbix
bishops were present among the
questionors discusseddiecoased was whether luin
tautant baptism ought to be deferred until
the eighth dydoy after the pattern off
circumcision and the decision was
unanimous ootnot to defer it because we
ought not to devdei y any human being
as soon isas boroborn the mercy of god
from this poe job triumphantly
conclude that infant fine was
the universal practice of the church
at the time of cicyprian and that the
rite hasbaa apostolic sanction

it lais eayeasy to see that never was logic
soBO misapplied that the churches in
africo two sudand a half car after
christ other errors also
hadbad fallen jutint the one of cn
aisi dering baptism a christian
form of circumcision IAbi indeed
indisputable but the testimmyry of

on this pontpoint isie conclusive
even without the council of carthage
for hrhis vehement denunciation otor toth
practice and the tiles on which
it rested proves that they were c in
operativelypar alivelyively new at that time and not
anaona the teachings handed down
ronarom the apostlesApost lea of our lord he

nt that the children born under
the covenant are holy is ulunansweredanswered
to thisthia dayasip by the followers of other
african bishopsbl

lutheran theologians especially
should be careful when building argu-
ments on the express lors of the early
athersathera because their opponents car

tainia have the better end of the argu-
mentmendusas soonoooo as that mode ot reasoning
tois turned against them in the con-
troversytroversyverey about the lordalord supper inID

which luthers followers have taken
such a decided v lew the whole array
of early ecclesiastical writers goes
against them the alexandrian clem-
ent saysaysathethe wine in the sacrament alle

the blood this Isif calvincalvinismtow
tells marcionMar clon the breaubread

taken awlan i distributed to the disciplesbisci oles
christ made his own body sayealineiniz

this is my body which seems tt
be pure catholic transubstantiation
however he adds trial is the
figure of my body which again
seems to be calvinism cyprianaCyprians
doctrine on this point is this awewe
have the image of the sacrifice of
christ in the bread and winellwine 12 and be
contends that in the sacrament both
wine and water must be used on the
queer ground that itif we partake ot

wine only the body of christ would
be without us itif of water only we
would be with ut christ while the
water and wine typify a union of
christ to his church now if it is18

possible to comprehend the meaning
of webs argument on this point be may
claim to be authority do other doc
rianeenee
the fact tois that many of those who

argue for infant sprinkling eagerly
seizi the early fathers as authority
where they perceive an agreement but
discard them in other points and no
ti eolo gians are more inconsistent in
this regard than our lutheran friend
how much better in matters of abis
kind to rely on the revealed w rd rf
god and the guidance of that spirit
ahsewh ee office it is to reveal the truth
were this the practice of christians

there would be unity toin filthfaith and in
worship

THE WET

there are three great things to be
for inia connection with this

storn
oueone is for the storm itself which isi

worth a hundred times more thanban it
will coot and anico tooftois of incalculable
benefit to farmers stockmenstockmen rubber
goods dealers coal men and sprinkling
cart drivers

the second inie that the equinoctial
storm only comes twice a year and
that we need therefore look for no other
visitation from it until about the end of
next march

the third isin that since there arearc such
as equinoctial storms there is

nothing like having them come along
on time soeo that forewarned people can
beet for them and be able to uiedis
play that rare quality of sense which
lain exemplified in the ability to gotget in
out of the wet

it will be remembered by nearly all
oli settlers thathat the acB called
bial storm hereabout generally delakis
itsita coming till CoD ferente especially
inik the days when country visitorsrs used
to come to town ioin weirtheir basone pre-
pared toio live andaad sleep in them ol01or out
of doors until they got back home
aidain the conference storm was as
regular and inevitable and irrevocable
aparta part of the semiannualsemi antulanoual journ y to
ibishis city as ever equinoctial galegae waswa
to the navigator uutionon the high selie
since the daysdaye of the jallrailroadroad when
visitorstora could more readily gotget back
and forth the weather hasbea bad io0 o oooc
carlou to be sono capricious as in times
before was no such reward as in
theold time discomfortand the
ingsinge administered to the luckless so
mournersjoujour ners within our gates

for all these things lotlet usue be truly
thankful torfor the storm itself for its
arrival on time and for the promise of
good weather for the approachingbing con
ference

SONENONE OF THE WORK INIII VAIN

A common observation of elders in
the missionary field DrOpreaching toethe
gospelgoepel isie ithehe general indifference pre-
sented by soBO many professing chris-
tians to the necessity of confordconformingaing to
those rules which the lard hab indi-
cated as leading loin the road to salva-
tion there appears to be a popular
impressionioa that weremere mental assent to
the leading idea of christianity with-
out active application of all its prin-
ciples in detail to human conductconduotilleis all
that is18 required to secure salvation in
the hereafter hencebence oftentimes in-
dividualdtvidual elders of the church of
jesus christ of latter day salatasaints
who proclaim the real and applied
christianity note events of a dis-
couragingcou raging nature inia the com-
parativelyively few that listen to their
testimony and give heed to the gopelgo pelpei
ines sage in the aggregate however
theibe results of gospel teachings in the
various nations 1is of a most eneoencourageurae
ing characteroter nd evince a remark-
able progress towardstoward a the great cot sum-
mation of the lordlordaa purposes in enese
times referred to in prophecy as the
latter days when the hilfullnessmildossDOSS of the
gentiles shall be ushered in and the


