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THE EDITOR’S COMMENTS.

CONFERENCE NOTICE.

e

‘The Blxty-sixth Beml.annua) Con-
“Terence of the Cburch of Jesus Chrlst
of Latter-day SBainls wili convene i
the Taberpacte, Balt Liake Clty, on Fri-
day morninyg, October 4th, 1895, at 10
o'clock a. m., A ocordia] invilation is
g£!ven lo the (tlicers and members of
‘tbe Cbhoreh to be present,

WILFORD WOODRUFF,
GrorGE Q. CANNON,
Josepil F. SMITH,
Firet Prestdeocy of the Church of Je-
gus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

AN OLD CONTROVERSY.

A cotvemporary puhllaﬁed in Min.
‘weapolls, in the Interest of the Lutb-
eran chureh jn this country, devoles
a couple of columon to the famous let-

ler of Cypriau ot Lhe subject of infant
buptiemy and drewe the concluslen,
that from Lbis letter il l8 indispulable
thut tbe belie! of tbe Luthersn chureh

iuv this point Je in pertect accordance,

with lbe docirtue of tbe
Christian martyr cburch.

The suhject is somewhat antigoated,
Well iuformoed Protertant studeute of
eccieslastioal bhistory npow generally
admit the [utllity of any enduavor lo
establish divine sothority for the prac-
tice of infant baptlem, [f ft was»
taught by the early fathers at all, it
was in Buch B way (bal from their
extant wrnitiogs il cannol be proven,
But as occastonally the conteption je
mave that the po-called early fathers
prove the rite to be of apostolie origin.
und as Cyprisn In particuiar ia relieu
upon for thie statement, it may net bs
out of nlace o glve tbe matier a tuo-
menl’-coneideration.

Ceviilua Uypraniae, born in Africa
'was a prominent rbetor'cisb con verte:|
to Christ anity about 246 after Cohrisr,
Durirg the Decian persecution be wag
forced to withJrew juto concealment,
He was a olose student of Tertullian,
and in much of bls leachinges buot re-
echoes tbhe doctrines of lbal father,
His cbief celebriiy dates from the hour
of bis martyrdom. He was called to
the office of & teacher helore be had
learnt the principles of Christisnity
thorvughly, and Lbe sobeequent perse-
culions left bima but jittle Jelsutre rfor
tbeological research, wherefore Au-
gustine, witbout scrople, controverts
bis Jee pior 8 on lmportant questiors.
Baul the chief fact 1o remember incon-
pection  with  the question of the
aulbority of this fatheris this, that ir
only u part of what be blmeell teils
ahoult the raembers of the church with
which De was connented ie true, thel:
corfuption wes such that lttle cre-
dence can be attacbad 10 what they
ununimously decide to be right or
‘Wrong.

In the year 253 8 councll was held

snocijeni

at Cartbhage, Africa, where sixty.six
pishops were present, Among the
questioves diecoesed war whelher in-
tant beptiem oughl to be deferred untj)
the elghth d»y, after the pattern «f
circumeoeleion, and the decision was
upanimoue Dot to deler it,becanse *we
oueht not Lo des ¥ any buman heipg,
sa soon 88 born, the mercy of God.”
From this poe lobpliels triumphanuy
conclude that infant spriokline was
the ubniversal practice of the church
at tbhe time of Cyprian and thatl Lhe
rite has apostolic sanction,

<[t 18 easy Lo see thial pever was logic
a0 misapplied. That tbhe cburches tn
Afrier, two sud & balf cecturies after
Churist, smobg other errors alss
bad fallen int» the one aof chp-
sidering bapllem a Chrlstian
formm of clrcuwelsion  is fodeed
indieputable; but Lhe tesuimsry of
Tertulllap ou this potnt Je conclusive,
eved without the councli of Carthage;
tor his vebement denunciation or th:
prectice and the princitiles on which
it reeted prover Ibnt they were ¢ m-
paratively oew at that lime apd pot
amony the 1eachiovs banded down
‘rom the Apostles of our Lord. Hs
areument thatthe childrep borp under
the covenant are **H0ly?? I3 u+ snswered
fothis dsy hy the followers of other
African bishope,

Lulheraa theologiars especislly
ghould he careful when buildiug srvo-
ments on the expressiors of the early
athers, becaure thejr opponents cer-
tainly bave the belier end o! the argu-
ment 83 sooD &s tbat mode of reasoning
js turned sgainst them, [n the oon-
troversy about the Lord’¢ supper, in
which [Lwuther’s followers busve taken
such a decided vlew, the whole arrsy
ol esarly ecclesiastical writers goes
agalnst them, The Alexandrnan Clem-
enteaypthe wine in the Bucramenlatle-
gorizes tbe blood, ‘Thile 1s Calvinjem,
Tertullinn tells Marcion: *'Thebrexu
taken an! dietributed to the discinles,
Chtlst made His own hndy, eaying.
'This is My body;*?! which Beems
he pure Catbolic transubstantration.
However, be adde, *“Tnat is, the
figure of my hody,’’ which again
sevma to be Calviniem. Cyprian’s
doctrine on thie point 18 this: *We
bave Lbe image of tbhe eacrifice at
Chbriat in the bread and wine,* and he
contends tbat in the Bacrament both
wine and water must be used, on the
queer ground thal if we partake of
wine only, the houy of Christ would
be without ue; if of water only, we
would he withut Christ, wbile the
water and wine Lypify 8 union of
Christ to Hie Cbureb. Now, ff it is
possible to comprebend tbe meaning
of b's atgument on this point, be may
claim tv be authorily do other doc-
irines,

The fact is thal many of those who
argue for Iofent sprinklieg .eagerly
seiz4 Lbe early fathers ss sulbarily
where Lhey perceive an agreemeot, but
discerd them 1n otber pointe, apd no
tneologisns are mwof® inponsietent io
thisre:ard then our Lutheran friends.
Hnw mouch tetler in malters of (hw
kind to reiy on the revealed w rd rf
God and the guidance of tbat Spirh
whiee oflice it 18 to reveal the trutb,
Were this the practice of Cbrietiane,

tbere would be unity 1n falth and in

worsbip,
e,

THE WET,

There are Lhree grest things to he
tbankful for io conpectlon with this

storm,

Oue 1s for the elorm Iteelf, which is
worth s bundred limes more than i
will gost, snd wnieb g of inealculable
nenefit 1o farmere, slockmen, rabher-
goods Uealers, coal men und sprinkling
cafl Jrivere,

The second 1» that the eguinnolisi
storm only comes Lwice & year, and
thal we need Lheretsre look for o other
vieitation from {1 until about the end of
next March,

‘The rijrd is Lhal efnce there are Buch
things ar equinoctial slofms, there is
potbhing hike baviby them come along
on time, 8o that forewarned people can
cet reavy for them and be sble to dis-
play that rare qualily of eenee Wnich
w exemplified in the abhiijty to ‘gel in
out of the wet_??

It will be remembered by neariy all
olu eettlers thut the si-called equinoe-
tial etorm bereabout yveneraliy Jelaye
ite coming ti!l Conference. Espeoially
14s the days when country visitors used
to come o lowo lo toeir wagoor, pre-
pared to live and sléep jn thewn or out
of doors mpill Lhey got back bome
azain, the Conference storm waa a3
regular and inevitubie and irrevoceble
a part of tbe semi-sm uasl journ y to
thie cll¥ Ae ever equinvotisl ge'e #ag
to the navigatorujon tbe bigh eeae,
Blace the days of Lbe railroad, wben
visltors couldd more Treasdlly ret back
aod forth, the weather hes had no og-
canlou to he so capricious asju tmes
pifore—tihere was Do such reward asin
the old-tinre disgomfort and the drench-
ings sdministered to the lucklesa so-
journers within our gates.

For all thege things let ua be troly
tbankful—~tfor the slorm Iteel for ite
arrFlval on time, and for the promtse of
good westher for the approacbing Con-
ferenoe,

NONE OF THE WoRK IN ValN,

A common cheervation of Elders In
tbe mieslonsry fleld preacbing tbhe
Gospel ip'hs general indifference pre-
sented by sv many professing Chrila-
tlane to the necrssily of conforming Lo
those ruler which tbe Lord haeindi-
caied as leading iv the road to ealva.
tlon, There nppears to be & popular
impression that mere mentsl negent to
the leading 1dea of Christlanity, with-
aut active applicatlon of all its ptin-
ciples In detail to humup conduet,is al]
that is required to secure salvativn in
the berealtar; hence ofientimes in-
dividual Elders of the Church of
Jeaus Christ of Latter-day Balrnts
who proolajm the real aod applied
Chrletinaity bote events of a dis-
couraging nsture o the ocom.
paratively few that listen to their
testimony and give beed Lo the Go-pel
message, lo tbhe aggregate, however,
the resuits of Gospel leachinge In the
varlous natlons i~ of A m 8t encourag-
ing cbaracler, nd evince a remark-
able progrese towardsethe great cos sum-
msativo of the Lord?s purposes in tnese
times, referred to in propbecy as the
Intler days, when the fullnees of the
Gentiles shali be usbered i and the



