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that the Chief Jastice regards his ac-
tion as a good pelitical move, and has
the presjidentinl bee in his bonnet.’

“This in ap insult to the three dis-
sonting justices, and to the Supreme
Court, for which there is not the
slightest excuse,’ nor
slightest foundation in the premise
whiech 1he Union formulales w0 give
some sort of plausibie color to its im-
putation upon tite houesty of purpose
of the three d ssenting justices. If it
did not know the facts 1o the case it
ought to he ashamed of its ignorance
a3 well as of it+ iosult, and if It did
know the facts and wilfully perverted
them in order te make un opportu-
nlly to insult the court, it ought to be
deapised by all fair-minded men both
for ity lie and for its insnlt.

“The justices who dissented from
the decision of the majority did not
disseut becanse they wished to protect
or perpetuate the Mermon Chureh,
but becanse they believed the confis-
cation of the funds of a corporation
ah act rpeocially forbidden by the
Constitution. The minority opimon
RAYSE!

Qongress unquestionab!y has power to
BUDPDIEss Eolyzum}r, and it is immaterial
whether the crime was commlitted tn the
name of religion. Bui Oongress has noy
power to seize and confiscate 1hae property
of corperatluna becausc they may have been
guilty of crime. In the judgment of the
minority the diversion of 1he fund contem-
{)lnlcd y Congreaa is in contravenlion o
he spccific Umitations of the Constita-
uon.

‘“The minority opinion agrees that
golygnmy may be suppressed
y Congress, although the Union
pictures the justices who signed
it as supporters of the Mormon
Church, and ay dissenting from the
decislon signed by tho majority of the
court because they are Democrats and
because they bhelieved such a course
would promote the chancur of one of
their number to be considered a pres-
idential candidate.

“We do not remember to have
koown a“more contémptible exhibi-
t,;]on "ot' ignorant partizanship than
this,

The Chicago "I‘imes, which has
alwnys bwen a strong. anti-**Mor-
mou’” paper, but hasa advanced
argumeut instend of the common
abuse, says in its issue of the 2lst
instL: :

“Another dervigion of the S8upreme Oourt
fs eomeihing of a surprise, except tn the
14CL Lt the « hnef Jugtice and Associalas
#ield and Lemar pressnt a surong digsent-
ing opinion. Il was sought under 1he Ed-
munde law Lo dissolve the Mormon Oh irech
corporalion, annul i18 charter, direel the
appointment of 4 recelver to wiid up lia
aifaire, sand escheal to the United B*aies
all the real estate owned by the Church
in excess of $50,U0 which wus net at the
date of the Kdmunds agl held for purpose
of buritl oy worship ‘I'he excuse of this
drastig cnactment wae the practice of
polygu.m[v’ hg certain Moraons  who justi-
fled this barburism us a tenet of thewr re-
ligion. Lo punish individuial polygumists
is one thing, to npply the ¢octrinc of es-
cheat to 1 religious eorporaiion in a Btate
toletant of all forms of religlous worship
is quite another. It amouns praclically
to n deniat of the lberty of consslence,
which is 80 beneficent and so  poli
tic a principle that upder no circum -
stances ought to be intrenched npon, A
tens’ of Lhe Quaker's 1aiplh adjures bim to
abhor war. |he lndividual Quuker, owing
allegiance to & atate which in Lhe oxerciss
of 1l8 sovereign power CArriés on A WAT,
may be draftes aod compelled (o werve in
the army of hie country, just as the indi-
vldual Mormon who is o polygamlist may be
tried, convicted, gentevced,nnd imprisoned,
for the penalty of plural marrlages, no
matter how loudly ko may proelaim that in
offonding ugainst ‘tho civil be ig nbeyin
rehigous law. Rut to confiscate to the
public the property of Quuker religicus cor-
porations becnuse Quakers oppoae warfare

ia there the | United States.

and the nation makes war would ho mon-
strous. Al male Quukers abhior wer. Com-
paratively few male Mormons pructice po-
tyunmy. U'he property of Quaker corpora-
tions 18 safe. The Supreme Court decides
that al! byl a moursel of the projeriy of
Mormion corporations shall escheal to the

‘Fhe mighty power ot the natinis thus
exerted agaiust 4 small sect, willch may ¢r
Jnay not ihereby ba erushed out of exist-
ance. But we huave raised ap & ghosat which
we May nol he abie fo lsy, 1f thas the Lat
tor-duy Haiat may be struck down in a re-
pubije ~whfch is torbidden in i1s fundament.-
al law 10 prohitnt the free exercisy of re-
hgion why may uvob iatereei, prejundices,
parlsanahip, o passing wave of bigotry
employ 1he same power Lo desiroy a more
poweriul and more ancient -ect? (mce
Fight the baleful firee of reiigicus intoler-
Ance und where may they not burs and
blight?

The dissening jusiices, each a democrat
and therelore a champion of religieus 1b-
erty, are to be honored &nd appluuded for
their deslaration that Qongress ungues-
thinably hus power 10 BAPPress polygumy
and it i3 immaterial wheilher the cring was
commitfed fo the name of rehigion. Bub
Uongress his no power to sglZe nn<d gon-
fiscaie Lhe property of corporailons be-
cause they may bhave been guilty of
Crimes.

The same jourual has also theasub-
ioined editorial which is worthy
of perusal:

“Phe Mormon s undor 1he ban, leglsia-
tive and judicinl,  'Fbe Sopreme Court ap-
proves tlie contlecation of the property of
the ehureh. For answer 1o this an orgin of
the falth declares that *while Morons
hoped to retaln their property they huve
&1t the time been Erepared to lose 1t; hence
they will not be aifected by the decision A
few gersons will revel in the plunder that
thie big steal inyites and permits, the gov-
srnmeprt will not be the gamer, and Lhe
Mormons will coutinue te be hopeful, 1n-
duairious, hard working Mo. mons *

Under the present law tlie governor, sec
retary, judges. commiasioners. marshals,
nudilor, treasurer, probate judges, and
super'ntendentof district schouls ol Utah
wra appointed directly or indirectiy by the
President of the United States, the Peopie
of the Territory having no cholce in the
maiter. It propesed 1n mdmunds' new
il that the right 10 elecl » great variety of
loeal offfcers shall be Lawen from Lhe peoptle
andlodged with the exeoutive. These 1n
clude couniy clerks, Belectinen. agsessors,
recorders, and counly superintendents of
gchools. S.nce the Gensies have vbilrined
Lthie upperhand 1n  Salt Lake Cuy 1ibia
method of destroying all or nearly all
chance of popular c¢h 1ce of local oflicera
does not seam a8 inviling as formeriy. In-
deed, the locu) Qentilc who is responsible
for raising the epimt of persccution Is
nlnrmed ai the evil he has wrought.

The Jecigion of the sSupreme Codrt 18
only part of the general aud,it may be sald,
indiscriminaie “asgallt upen Mormenism.
l'olygamy hus hecome the pretext only for
munching this secl that, }.)olygnmy uside,
tiae muen 1o comblon with other religions
denominatiobs and possesses & member-
uhip of pre-emipently industrious and
irugil people. The House has approved
the conetituddon j ruposed for ihe Siale of
Id ‘ho, containing a sweeping clause, an
unjust und dangerous clause as the Times
Leileves, distranchising ail Mormons mere-
Iy becunse they are Mormon? and wholly
without reference Lo polyramous praciice
on ithewr part. New York might with equal
proprmL{l torbsd - hakers to vote. Minne-
w01y might just as ressonably place Men
noailes under the ban or Indiaua deny all
politisal righta to  the Qampbellites.  But
ihe Idatio pruceeding is not singular in 1ts

attack upon religious frecdom. Kd-
niunds hias  presented to 3 Repablican
Congress a further driastic meusuro.

sundllony, of 11linois, Btewsrt of Yermont,
und Struble, of Iown, hive each pl'esenlu(i
bills fov the toinl disfranchisement of all
Movmons in Utnh., This narrow, vicieus
and Ibigoted proporition excites alarm
among the hesl Gentilos 1n sSalt Lake City.
They nave tmted in a prolcst against Lhese
bills, giving a8 thelt reasep Lhut there lins
been a successiul effort ‘o bury the differ-.
ence of creed and unite the business men
of Utali in various enterprizes for muiual
material benefits. Mormons and non- Mor-
mons bave acted in unity, and to distran-
chisc one class will revive old antagonlams,
and work disaster to the inlerests of the
Terrttory. 1f A Mormon is not a polyga-

misi thu{ 8¢€ no reason why he should be
politically ostracised. And Lhey sek that
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inslead of 1gnerunt y passing any suaech
mensure as these bilis contemplate, Con-
gres- send 4 comnlitiee to Utah to imguire
into the present state of Lhe Terrvitory and
lenrn how unjust would be the action
thoughileasly proposed.

“The blpod of the martyre 18 the seed of
1ae church. 'The Mormon orgun, inviting
attent:ion to (he so-called propheey o
Joseph Hu ILh that the ¢hureh would auffur
ycrsccution. declares wilth some apirit that
1{ is the duty ot Lhe people unfustly dis-
eramnated agalnst lnwiwly to conlend
ngaingl the deprivialion of their rights and
demand redrese of wWiongs from those who
have the power 1o adjust tiiem, that Llhe
Lord muy be jugtified when He shull tnke
part in the controversy on the side ¢f the
oppressed.’

**Che god of battlesis invoited on all sides
of a conlroversy. Wholly without refer-
ence to the aid which the plous Mormon
oxpecta, the 1 nited Statea cught to be true
under all circumsiupces to ils cardinal
primciple ot religlous freedom. Let the
polygamist, Mormon or other be purished,
Lut lew one sectary have equal chance with
anoiber, whalever his creed. The anti-
Mormon zeal, ¢crafuly pronioted by greed of
power, by partisan interest, by thc apirii of
mmlolerance, 1s overstepping all bounds and
in its headlong progress Is breawing down
useful bareters. Sixty milion americans
aegerting that the crime uf polygamy shall
not be clouked by religion have nothing to
fear frama handful of Latier-day Baints
relatively few of whom are polygamists.!”
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A GNAT SNUBBED.

An a session of the Gity Couucil,
held May 27th, an individual of the
name of J. B. Walden, whose only
importance cousisls of his being
city treasurer, mmie his native
smallpess comspicuvus by offering
the foilowing resolution:

I respectfnlly request your homornble
body to nstitute 8 spring cleaning proeess
n Four counbcil room, and thal you recmove
from the walls some of ite present decorn-
tions, which, in m¥ opinion, are not in
keeping with ite present surroundings.

We suggesi o the formulator of
this resolution that the couucil
chamber ean never be properly
cleaned so long ns he retaive 8 seat
init. If he were removed from his
preseut position, and given one
tuited to his calibre, he probably
would be laboring in a subordinate
capuoity under Mr. Bhowwll. ~

There is 1o mistaliug the deeora-
tions to which Mr. Walden referred.
They wers, doubtives, the portraits
of Brigham Young-—lhe chlef pio-
neer of this immense western re-
glon—and of thie ex-ruaYors of this
city. The mental capacity of thia
great man {Brigham Younyg) is ac-
knowledged fu every quarter of 1he
civilized globe, and it is not consia-
tent that a person of such o make-up
a8 that of tire preseut {rcusurer of
the oity enrporationshould feel com-
fortable in the presence of vven his
shadow. The elephant and wmosqui-
Lo ure coustruoted gn bases so dif-
ferent that they are not sulted to
vnch othel’s suciety.

[t is creditable to the council that
they properly tabled the resolution.
Lf Walden had received his just de-
perts he would have been similarly
treuted at the Fehruary eluction. As

it waw, the best clement of his own



