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that the chief justice regards his ac-
tion as sa good political move and has
the presidential bee in his bonnet

this is an insult to the three dis-
senting justices and to the supreme
court for which there is not the
slightest excuse nor is there the
slightest foundation in the premise
which the union formulates to10 give
some sort of plausible color to its im-
putation upon the honesty of purpurposeose
of the three d ssenting jusjusticestices iff I1itt
did not knowinov the facts in the case it
ought to be ashamed of its ignorance
as well as of ittiti insult and if it did
know the facts and wilfully perverted
them in order to make an opportu-
nity to insult the court it ought to be
despdespisedleed by all fair minded men both
for its lie and for its insult

the justices who dissented from
the decision of the majority did notdot
dissent because they wished to protect
or perpetuate the mormon church
but because they believed the confis-
cation of the funds of a corporation
an act specially forbidden by the
constitution the minority opinion
says

congress unquestionablyquestionablyan hasbaa power to
suppress polygamy and it is immaterial
whether the crime was committed in the
name of butbat has notnoipower to seize and confiscate the property
otof corporations because they may have been
guiltyalty of crime in the judgment of the
mminorityibority the diversion of theibe fund bontem
platedabed by congress is in contravention 0
thea specific limitations of the constitu-
tiontion

the minority opinion agrees that
polygamy0 may be suppressed91by congress although the untonoman
Ppictures the justices who signedd
it as supporters of the mormonmnhurchchurch and as dissenting from the
decision signed by the majority of the
court because they are democrats and
because they believed such a course
would promote the clances of one of
their number to be considered a pres-
identialident ial candidate

we do not remember to have
known amore contemptible exexhibi-
tion

hibi
of ignorant partisanship than

this
the chicago which has

always been a strong anti morimor
mon paper but hasbos advanced
argument instead of the common
abuse says in its issue of the t
dinst

another decisiondeede ision of the supreme court
is comethsomethinging of a surprise except in the
fact that the hisf justice and associates
field and lamar present a strong dissent
ing 0opinion etwasit WAS sought under the ed-
mundsmu law to dissolve the mormon oh arch
corporation annul its charter direct the
appointment of a receiver to wind up its
affairs and escheat to the united spatesslates
all the real estate owned by the church
in excess of which was notnet at the
date of the edmunds act held for purpurpose
of burialbunal or worship the excuse of this
drastic enactment was the practice of
colpolygamyagamy by certain cormonsmormonsmorn ons who justi
fledd this barbarism as a tenet of their re

Nligionion toro punish individual polygamists
I1Is one thing to apply the doctrine of esee
cheat to a religious corporation in a state
totolerantlefant of all forms of religious worship
is quite another it amountsmamounis practically
to a denial of the liberty of conscience
which is so beneficent and so poll
tic a principle that under no circum
stances ought to be intrenched upon A
tenet of the quakers faith adjures him to
abhor war I1 he individual quaker owing
allegiance to a state which in the exercise
of its sovereign power carries on a war
may be drafted and compelled to serve in
the army of his country just as the indi-
vidual mormon who is a polygamist may be
tried convicted sentencedsentencedandand imprisoned
for the penalty of pluralplura marriages no
matter how loudlylyetrIeTmayay proclaim that in
offending against the civilivil hebe is obeying a
religious law but to confiscate to the
public the property of quaker religious cor-
porationsporations because quakers oppose warfare

and he nation makes war would be mon-
strous all male quakers abhor wrwor com-
parativelyively few malemafe mot mons practice po-
lygamy ahe property of quaker corpora-
tions is safe the supreme court decides
that all but a bursel of the propropertylerty of
mormon corporations shall escheat to the
united states

the mighty power ofef the hatim is thus
exerted against it small sect which may cr
may not thereby be crushed out of exist-
ence but we have raised up a ghost which
we may not be able to lay if thus the lattorter daydav saint may be struck down in a re-
public which is forbidden in its fundament-
al law to prohibit the free exercise of re-
ligion why may not interest prejudice
partisanship a passing wave of bigotry
employ the same power to destroy a more
powerful and more ancient once
light the baleful fires of religious intoler-ance and where may they not burn and
blight

the dissenting justices each a democrat
and therefore a champion of religious lib-
erty are to be honored and apalaapplaudedded for
their declaration that congress inneues
UL bably has power to supsuppresspream polygamy
and it tois immaterial whether the crime was
committed in the name of religion butcongress has no power to seize anaal con-
fiscate the property of corporations be-
cause they may have been guilty of
crimes

the simesame journal has also the sub
joined editorial which is worthy
of perusal

the mormon is under the ban legisla-
tive and judicial the supreme court ap-
proves the confiscation of the property of
the church perfor answer to this an organ of
the faith declares that while mormonscormons
hoped to retain their propertyproperly they have
all the time beenbee preparede pareda to lose it hence
they will not be aaffectedareoted by the decision A
few persons will revel in the plunder that
this big steal invites and permits the gogov-
ernment will notnoi be the gainer and abethe
mormonscormons will continue to be hopeful in-
dustriousdustrious hard working mo monsimons I1

under the present laithelaw the governor secsee
detary judges commissicommissionersonera marshals
auditor treasurer probate lodges and
superintendent of district schools otof utah
are appointedapoanted directly or indirectly bbyy the
president of the united states the people
of the territory having no choice in the
matter it is proposed in new
bill that the right to elect a great variety of
local officers shall be taxtat en fjfi om the people
and lodged with the executive these in
elude county clerks selectmen assessors
recorders and countcounty superintendents of
schools since the gentiles have obtained
the uppuppererhandband in saltaalt lake city this
methodethod of destroying all or nearly all
chance of popular ch diceice of local officers
does not seem as inviting as forfarmerymery in
deed the ILkcalcal gentile who is responsible11 aible
bor raising the spispirit of persecution is
alarmed at the evil hebe has wrought

the decisionJec ision of the supreme coart is
only part of the general anait may be said
indiscriminate assault upon mormonism
polygamy has become the pretext only for
attacking this sect that polygamy aside
has much in coinman with other religious
denominations and possesses a member

of eminentlypreeminentlyeminentlypreeminentlypre inindustriousdus tr one and
brugal people the house has approved
the constitution troposed for the state of
id ho containing a sweeping clause an
unjust and dangerous clause as the times
believes dis franchising all mormonscormons mere-
ly because they are cormonsmormons and wholly
without reference to polygamous practice
on their part new york might with equal
propriety forbid bakers to vote minne-
sota might just as reasonably place men
jonites under the ban or indiana deny all
political rights to the but
the is not singular in its
attack uponon religious freedom ed-
munds has presented to a republican
congress a further driastie measure

ulllom of illinois stewart of vermont
and struble of iowa navehave each presented
bills for the total disfranchisement of all
mormonscormons in utah thisthis narrow viciouss
and bigoted proposition excites alarm
among the best gentiles in salt lake city
thethey navehave united in a protest against thesebellzbills giving as their reason that there has
been a successful effort to bury the differ
ence of creed and unite the businessbusinea men
of utah in various enterprises for mutual
material benefits mormonscormons and non mor
mons have acted in unity and to distran
chise one class will revive old antagonisms
and work disaster to the interests of the
territory if a mormon isie not a polyga-
mist they see no reason why he should be
politically ostracisedostracized and they ask that

instead of ignorant y passing any ansuch
measure as ttheseese bills contemplate con
gres send a committee to utah to inquire
into thuthe present state of the territory and
learn how unjust would be the action
thoughtlesslythoughtlessly proproposedased

ITthee blood of Ztthee martyrs is the seed of
the church the mormon organ inviting
atattentiontenton to the so called prophecy orof
joseph suan ith that the church would suffer
persecution declares with some spirit that
it iiic the duty of the people unjustly dis

orcr against lawflawfully to contend
against the deprivation of their rights and
demand redress of wrongs from those who
have the power to adjust them that the
lord maymav bpbe justified when he shall take
part in the controversy on the side of the
oppressed

11 thefhe god of battlesbattler is invoked on all sides
of a controversy wholly without refer-
ence to the aid which the pious mormon
expects the k niter states ought to be true
under all circumstances to its cardinal
principle of religious freedom let the
polygamist mormon or other be punished
outbut letlei one sectary have equal chance with
another whatever his creed the anti
mormon zeal craftily promoted by greed of
power by partisan interest by the spirit of
intolerance is overstepping all bounds and
in its headlong progress isio breaking down
useful barriers sixty mlmillionll11ion Americamericansanif
asserting that the crime of polygamy shall
not be cloaked by religion have nothing to
fear from a handful of latter day saintssainte
relatively few of whom are polygamists

A GNAT SNUBBED

AT a session of the city council
held may an individual of the
name of J B walden whose only
importance consists of hisbis being
city treatreasurer made his native
smallness conspicuous by offering
the following resolution

I1 respectfully request your honorable
body to institute a spring cleaning process
n your council room audand that you rembie
from the walls some of its present decora-
tions which inin my opinion are not in
keeping with its present surroundings

we suggest to the formulatorform u later of
this resolution that the council
chamber can nevernt ver be properly
cleaned so long as he a seat
in it if he were removed from his
present position and given one
suited to his calibre he probably
would be laboring in a subordinate
capacity under mr showell

there is noito mistaking the decora-
tions to which mr walden referred
they wrewere doubtless the portraits
of brigham young the chief pio-
neer of this imimmenseense western re-
gion and of the ex mayors of this
city the mental capacity of this
great man brighamBrig bam young is ac-
knowledged in every quarter of the
civilized globe and it is not consis-
tent that a person of such a makeupmake up
as that of the present treasurer of
the city corporation should feel com-
fortablefortable in the presence of even his
shadow the elephant and mosqui-
to are constructed onoil bases so dif-
ferent that they are notnob suited to
each others society

it is creditable to the council that
they properly tabled the resolution
if walden had received bis just de-
serts he would have been similarly
treated at the february election As
it was the best elementclement of hisbis own


