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DISCOURSE

my

fiderfiber ORSON PRATT

inji the uthth ward assembly8 roomsbooms
saitisoesalt lake gitycity sunday after-
noon february 1875

REPORTED BYDY DAVID W EVANS

I1 WILL read a passage with which
3 the latter day samsaintsmilsfiLs especially

aarere fafamiliarmillar aliIAlalllielidye inhabitants
y cfof the world and dwellers on the

earth see ye when he listeth up an
ensign on the mountains and when
he floweth a trumpet hear ye 11

this iais the third verse of the
chapter of the prophecies of isaiah

i all people who have any bonfi
dence in the old ananewand new testa-
mentsbents and who have read the
pages of the bible aroare expecting
certain greatirea andtand 1importantin events
to transpire upon the earth they
look for an entire change to come
over thetho nations and also for a
universal kingdom to be establish-
ed on the earth nevernevel to be over-

ly thrown these things are so clearly
y predictedredicredieted in the prophecies of theMholyy prophets that I1 believe all who

professodess any faith in the bible arelookinglooking for something of this kind
to take place all who believe iniii
the new testament believe that

j ithethothe son of god our lord and savior7 jesusdesus christ is to come not us- he
did formerly in a meek and lowly
manner born in a manger hated
derided buffibuffetedeted and sspitpit upon aniandand

j finally crucified by the hands of
wicked menmelr but that whenoien liehe
comes again it will bobe in very great
majesty and glory accompanied by

1 all the armies of heaven and by the
saints of allail dispensation sabo will
be raised from the dead at that

1sw time and who will be
i1 caught up into the cloudsclouds and come

with him all pepeoplecje who believe
in the new testament belibellbelievebelleveelveeive that
such an event as this has got to

f transpire those who believe in the
old testament and discard the
new believe that there has to be a
greatreat change come over thothe innab
stants of the earth and over the
whole of this creation the old

speaks of the dayof the
lordtord when the sun will be dark-
enedeiled when the moon and the stars
will refuse to shine when the lord
will punish the wicked for their
wickedness when sinners will be
swept from the face of the earth
and when there will be none but
the righteousus left it is believed
that a day will come when the
wicked among the inhabitantsinhabitant of
this globe will be burned as stubble
and when there will be neither root
nor branch left of the proud andaud of
them that do wickedly so that be-
lievers iain both the old and new
testaments or in either of them
are expecting that such a great and
terrible event will come butterybutnut very
few however of the inhabitants of
ouroar globe have takentaken info considerconsidief

bationatlon the great preparatory work
ti for this grand change they have

idiotnot searched the scriptures injn re-
gard to how this work is to be ac-
complishedcomplis hed and who the persons
will be who will be ready and pre-

pared to abide the day how that
great changochange will amecome and what
the signs of it will be they know
not and yet the bible is very plain
and full in relation to these mat-
ters

the words of our text communi-
cate to us the knowledge that a
proclamation is to become so con

at that day that all the in0 j habitants of the world andaudnd dwallr ersera on the earth will be required to
II11 see and understand when the lord

commences this work when he
lifts up an ensign on the moun-
tains I1 suppose that a great many
have been looking for the lord to

butinbubinbut in what portion
of our globe hebe would commence
his work they did not know there
are some sewjew who have searched
the s bible diligently who havelavew been looking for thetho kingdom of
god to be set up on the earth in
the latter times never to bobe de-
stroyedst some have supposed that
the kingdom that was built up by
thothe early christians some eighteen
hundred years ago was that king-
dom predicted by the prophet
daniel others not being able to
reconcile the ideas communicated
by daniel on this subject have
looked forward to a day when there
should be literally acc kingdom es-
tablished on this earth by the pow-
er of god in fulfillment of thothe
prophecy of daniel those who

or tried to believe
f H that the consti-

tuted that kingdom have beelatbeonbeen at a
lossloes as to how it could exist broken

uup into a thousand fragments a
tthousand diffiedifferentrent classes of people
with as mmanyt my diffiedifferenti

rent faiths clash-
ing one wiwiththanotheranother they have
said in their hearts Is this the
ringKingkingdomdonidonl of god where there is
no unionniona ai I1 some two hundred
millions oiof the human family pro-
fessing christianity and yet con-
tending one with anotheranether about
their doctrines and principles one
believing a doctrine and another
condemning that doctrine and be-
lieving something directly differ-
ent another discardingboth these
doctrines and believing in some-
thing else and so onon until inex-
tricabletricable confusion is the result
they have looked upon the babel
thus created as something so differ-
ent from the nature of that king-
dom predicted by the ancient
prophets that they have been un-
able to reconcile the idea in their
own minds that it could possibly be
the kingdom of god

suppose that we quote the pas-
sage in the second chapter of dan-
iel in regard to the setting up of
gods kingdom it is there said
that king otof bab-
ylon had a dream which portray-
ed before him all the kingdoms of
the earth for many generations
under the similitude of a great im-
age

in
whose head was of gold breast

and arms of silverallver belly and thighs
ofot brass legs of iron and feet part
of iron and part of potters clay
besides the 1imagemage he in his dream
beheldbehold something entirely distinct

and forming no part nor
portion of it cut out of the moun-
tains without hands it was call-
ed a stone from the mountains
which smote this great image re-
presentingtigilg therthe kingdoms of the
wordworld upon the feet and when the
feet were smitten all the other
kingdoms crumbled to pieces and
they were carried awayavay before the
force of this little stone like the
chaff of the summer threshing
floor and no place could be found
for themethem but the stone that smoteemote
tilethe image became a great moun
talitail and filled the whole earth

now ancientancienfr christianity or in
other words the kingdom which
god setupsetsel up eighteen hundred years
ago did not accomplish the pre-
diction or fulfill that which was
spoken by daniel neither was that
kingdom which was then set up at
a time when this great image had
been completed no feet nor toes
of the image were yet formed
when the ancient kingdom of god
was set ulfuliup on the earth it 1is true
that and the

kingdom over which hebe
ruled representing the headon gold
had existed the modes andana per-
siansan who succeeded himyhim hadbad ex-
isted and they iepresentedrepresented the
breast and arms of hilyer thearathe ma
cedon lansians or GgreciansGrecgree ianslans exiexlexistedI1sted re-
presenting the third kingdom that
bore rule oyerover all the earth the
great romromanbomanan eempire had begun to
exist but it was not yet divided in
its two legs of ironiren as it was several
centuries after christ the feet
and toes of the image were not yet
formed but it will be noticed by
the testimony of Daniel that when
that stone cut out of the mountain
without hands that is without the
hand of human wisdom when
that should be cut out andand shouldd
commence its rolling forth from the
mountain the very first attack
that it should makerake would be on
the feet andaud toes orthoof the imalmaeimageimaee

the ancient kingdom off god
could not do this for the reason
that the feet and toes on the two
legs of iron wereword not yet in exist-
enceerkeeike andaud hence that kingdom did
not represent the one that daniel
spoke of though the kingdom then
set up waswad the kingdom of god
but not the one that was to bear
ruruleruieleoverover all the earthbarth asas predicted

another reason why that king-
dom was not thothe one spoken of by
daniel is this the kingdom spoken
of by the ancient prophet that
was to bobe betget up bbyabothe god of
heaven was never to bo destroyed
but it should break in pieces all
other kingdoms and should stand
for everover and never bobe left to nnau

I1 other people did the kingdom
commenced by christ and his
apostles fulfill these predictions
no why not because it was pre-
dicted both by daniel and by john
the revelatorrevKevelator that the kingdom
which was to be built up in the days
of christs first coming instead of
prevailing against the kingdoms of
the world was to be overcome it
was written concerning that king-
dom that war should be made upon
it by the powers of this world and
thaithat they should prevail andaud over
comocome it not so with the lattenlatter dayiday
kingdom that never can bobe over-
come or prevailed against

was the prophecy of john and
daniel concerning the former day
kingdom being overcome fulfilled
yes certain powers arose and
made war upon that kingdom and
spread forth their doctrines and
principles until all nations became
drunk with the wine of the wrath
of the fornication of thatthab great ec-
clesiastical power instead then
of the kingdom of god overcoming
the nations it was overcome and
banished from the earth

perhaps somegome may enquire do
you believe then that the chris-
tian church has beenlieen so overcome
that itras not existed on the eartheartha1

that is what we believe that is
one of the principles taught by
this people during the last forty
four years of the existence ofor this
church says one you have no
charity yes we havelave charity
just as farasfarfan as the lord god permits
us to havebave charity but we have not
charity sufficient to call darandarknessm
light nor the doctrines and creeds
of men the doctrines of heaven
we have not charity sufficient to
say that that which is organized by
human wisdom is of god or that
the traditions and commandments
ef men can be substituted for those
of god charity does not lead us
to make these assertions perhaps
you may enquire what evideevidenceilcetice
have you theuthen that the kingdom
of god was overcome besides the
predictions thatyoujou have quoted
we have this evidence in the
kingdom of god there were always
inspired apostles there iais no tes-
timony in this sacred volume the
new testament that the kingdom
of god ever
in it NVwherehere are your apostlesapost lestes in-
spired of god modern christen-
dom where have they been for
the last seventeen centuries of the
christian eraaera if you had had
apostles during that time they
would have continued to exercise
the functions and gifts of apostles
they would have received revela-
tion from lyeheavenand those revela-
tions would have been just as sa-
cred as the revelations that were
given to the first twelve apostles
and it would have been just as ne-
cessary to have them compiled in
the sacred canon aas to compile the
revelations of those who lived
in the first century of the christian
era this then is a testimony and
a very important one too that theme
kingdom that waswa set up anciently
did not continue but wmwag over-
come so much so that apoapostlessties had
no existence on the earth and they
have not had forfot many lonelong cen
turnestunnes ofbf darkness that are passed
and gonegon

recollect now that in the new
testament order of things given
for the organization of the true
christian church paul sayssaya god
hath setinin the ahuchurchich
secondarily prophets 1 l ac take
away then this first officer of the
churchurchellbli and saymy thabthat no apoaboapostlesatiesatles are
needed to inquire of god and re-
ceive revelations and you do away
with the forehaforemost08 tandand most essen-
tialI1 riirilembermember in the kingdomkingdoin of god
from what youyon call the christian
church secondarily prophets
who does not know that for seven-
teen centuries past the christian
world so called has not believed in
any prophecy that is the foretell-
ing of future eventseventsoror illin inspira-
tion from heaven who doesdois not
know that all newneej revelation has
been discarded nottnot onlybuly by the
great mother church called the
romanitoman catholic but by the greek
catholics and alsoaiso by all herber des

daughdaughters the various
protestant pacts they hhaveaveavo all
denounced everything in reshapetue shape
of new revelation but the king-
dom or church of god never did
and it never can exist without in-
spiration and new revelation with-
out inspired apostles andfind prophets
therefore this beidebesidess thethy predic-
tions that I1 have nnamed proves to
every person who believes in thetile
sacred text that tilthe0 kingdom off
god has not been upon the earth
for a long period of time

we might go on and show other
reasons why it ilaslias net been upon
the earth in order for thetile hinzkinzhking-
dom

inzing
of god to be upon the earth

there must be a continuation ofar
authority saysbays one Authority
for what authority to admin-
ister Mit ordinances womb that
nutautauthoritybority ceases the saemmentsacrament can
not be administered where that
authority ceases no perpersonsotieeancan ad-
minister baptism or the jay ing on
of hands fortheforfer the baptism of nilefile and
the holy ghost in fact wwherehere
that lutauthoritytuthority ceases all ththothe ordi-
nances of the kingkingdomdonldoul of god
cease saysbaysays one potnot
had the christian ministry among
the romankonian catholics among the

greekgleel catholics and amoamongng all the
protestants who have dissented
from those two ancient churches 11

yes they have had a ministry but
has that ministry had divine au-
thority that Isls the great question
to be determined if they have
had divine authority then
domdora of god has existed on the
earth just as long as that authority
has existed if they have notnut had
divine authority the kingdom of
god upon the earth ceased when
that authority ceased Howaihow areewewe
to determine ththiss says oueoneobederdeave
termine it by the standard the
holy serlseriscripturesptures 11 in appealing
to them weiwe find that paul says
no man this honor lintounto

himself save he be called of god as
was aaron every person who
has read the old testament scrip-
tures knows that aaron was callcailcalled
by immediate and direct revelation
in his day he was not called by
revelationin that waswad given several
hundred years befordbefore he was born
to enoch noah abraham isaac or
jacob he was not called by bomegome
commission thatthab was given in for-
mer generationsbut by direct reve-
lation in his day can no person
then take this ministry to himself
unless he is called the same aas
aaron was called boso says paul
have any of these ministersamong
all these so called christian de-
nominations been called by new
revelation Y if they have they de-
ny their own words for they havehaye
incorporated in their didisciplines
creeds and articles of faith the
sixty six books contained in the
old and new testament are all the
revelations that god has evergiven
to manmim Is that so let us search
these sixty six books and see if any
manmau that lived in the second cen-
tury of the christian era is men-
tioned therein or in14 the third or
fourth or in ananyy succeeding cen-
tury doevadown to this day has any
man hiiri the christian world from
the days of the ancientent i

apostapostleslesleg
down to this time been cacalledlied by
name to the ministry if so that
will alter the casedase but I1 nindfind that
this ancient compilation efof revela-
tions does not mention by namenamo a
solitary individual who has dwelt
oil the earth for the- last seventeen
hundredbundred years J hence none of them
havei

been calledcalled by ancient reve-
lationI1 and in order to be called 1

accoaccordingrang to thetho declaration 0off
paul aias aaron was they must be
calledpalled hyby new reverarevelationafon

sayi one wall notpot do
thethib very moment that we admit
new reverevelation we siyshysaybay thatbhat the
canoncatlon of scripture ignotis nolnot full and
that will lead us right in opposition
to all the decladeciadeclarationsdeclarationrations aandnd tradi-
tions of our fathers therefore we
will not taketaue that ground and we
will notnt say that we have ileenbeen call-
ed bbyv new revelation asds aaron
was hopf will you gehget around it
then sayshays oneobe igligik thinkthin that we
can getI1 authority from this good
oldoid book though ourfwpur namesakenamesare not
mentioned thetthereineftielti as beingbenig called
aas aaronaron was bybv direct revelation 13

weliwellvh aptlptet us examine whatwhatauau
t 0 ty do you think you cancang gipa
from this ancient record says one

tc you turn to the last chapter of
mark it isii therothere written that je-
sus saidisaid unto his eleven disciples
after lieho roseruse from the dead IGgo10 ye
into all the world and preach tietitthe
gospel to every creature 1 l in-
deed does that call you did it
call paul timothytimoehyTimo thyfhy or titus did
it call any other person that lived
even then except the eleven to
whom jesus spoke no it did not
every othotherer person whwho received
any call hadbad to receive it by hiewfiewnew
revelation even then in thatthatageage
Aa commission given to eleven men
did not commission the twelfth
A commissioncormcorn mission givergiven to those eleven
men did not commission any chris-
tian minister who lived in thathe first
century of the christian era
honeehonce we find in the chapter
of the acts of the apostles that
herehero were certain prophets in the

christian church at antioch do
not be astonished professed chris-
tians that there were prophets in
tilethe christian church at antioch

and the holy ghost said unto
them prepare yourselves for
hearing a newliew revrevelationeltion i sepa-
rate unto me barnabas and saul
unto the work of the IninministryiarylAry to
which I1 have called them herehero
then was a new revelation for bar-
nabas and saulsaid in relation to theirthein
ministry and calling but could
they undertake their ministry by
virtue of bomesome eldold commission giv-
en

giv-
on prior to their calling no
timothy who lived contemporary
with thelanthe ancientclent apostles swaiiwaias not
called by virtue of a commissioncommissi0n
given to ahotho eleven neither was hohe
called by virtue of a commission

given to paul and barnibarribarnabasabas I1
he was called as the apostle Ppa
hashag ddeclaredeblared in his epistle tota
othy 1 gnealneglectect nnotnet0 t the gift wh
is in thee which waawas given tttl
by the spirit of prophecy and
tile laying on of the handnand
what I1 did timothy live ja fe

day of prophets and when prophi
could find out in relation to his act
ing and laymy their hands upon bib
and set him apart to the worlie
the ministry unto which godged b
called him yes andoand so with fai

the restreat and BOno manraan can take artltt
honor to himself save he be calicalf
of god as was aarsaaron

god is a very consistent beinlibein gysi

doesfoes not do things at
but he isig very orderly in his wllwill
and everything in his kingdocsttsi
consistent and according to ialtor
that is the way the loidlold wor
he is farur more consistent than jr
political governments of our Mat

and even they with all their le

perfections would never be so r

wise as to rdereceiveelveaelveda foreign mint
simply because some other forfore
minister had ibeenbeert called sup ra

ing that a inmanan fromrhom great bribrioli
should go to washingtonagton 4 i

should declare to the
the united states and to the 7
ous authorities of the governa
there ci1I am a minister plenapledl 1l

tertiarytentiarylary I1 have authority iromfromfroidlHL

british government to trantransitlii

whatever business it may havio
transact with the government1
the united states very we
say the president and ththoseose ass
abed with him at the head of gtgovernment let us see your i
denbials I1imyinywy credentials eliefliete rra

this manmain bless you I1 haveko
any new commission theau
aties of great britain have notmot
anything to me about being sebenelbeneibensen 11

represent them in the UD 1
l

states butout nevertheless I1 havehavetU
ca

dhority to act as their ministi
well what is the nature of sih

authority pra us wbvb ij

says he having access to
documents I1 found in searcebearceBearcISareil11

them over that there was a ar
called about fifty or sixty
to act in this nation as mlmiria
plenipotentiary torfor great britBrita taliilif

what has that to do with yc i

say those who are ququestioningestioning a

says he crlIII1I did not suppose td
Mneeded any new commissioncommissioI1 n

lustjust tooklook documentbeffi anand I1

it inI1 n my pocket I1 thought I1it wi 5
authorize meine to act as miniministerstete
cause one that is dead and goneigonel
ed by virtue of the
conferred what do you supa
our would thinethink
such a mini dont you tieltieij

they would regard him asalas ailo
ininsanes or beside himself 11t
cecertainlyly would do you kupst
that godgoa has less wisdom chanca
general government do you PF

poseose that he lets things run at pa
somdom or doesdoe he have a lystensystelstenrr

his kingdom if our govern
would notnat receive a man onoil alinany
commissioneomdommission ggivenivoaven to a person
and gone why should it
ed that fhethehelgholiholfordlordord is so
as toa say that tom dick and 1I 1

ry and all the warid or part oidold0 tt
14

wereware called to be ministers beaber
a commission waswag given to eleliell
men some eighteen hundred ytaat
agagy why that commission didis
authorize any but those to whop r
was given and to my mind it IP
supremely ridiculous faranj peppey
to claim that helib is comcommissioner
preach and to administer thothe
nancesdances of the gospel because eaelatailall
men received authority to dass

elgheighteenteen hundred yeayear ogoagoa go c
says one you are veryvaery

liablebitable 11 cant help it51 if thaltha
uncharitable I1 will confess tp
am uncharitable and I1 cannot kiti

it though I1 believe that true arci

ity leads usps to believe things t

are reasonable consconsistent1at nt ananatandt
accordance with tho wordwon of 6T
and that I1 try to do Iloliulu everwever

berous mymyownown impimarc1sections it
bebb itir is my real eifeiedesiresire and oti

been from my youth to the prea
time to be consistent these
some reasons amonamong a multi
that might be name 1 why
latter day saints bileve that
kingdom of god win 4i was seseiset
inancient days has bsbi I1 no plapia
the earth for somegome eteetc benteen tf

far as til eastern
is concerned the king

of god was set up in unsentancient A
ricatica and it existed until betbelbetmW
thieothree and four centuries a
christ consequently when we
that it has not iaxis ted upon
earth for upwards of seventeenevig teen

past we hav reference 1

ticularlyariy to tilethe nafnalnationsionslons of thathey
says aneneone F iliV nnu11 awfula

for our earth loo0tooo10lo in to bh
no christian v b 4 it I1to

1 r i


