oPPOSITION TO IRRIGATION:

Tpe Spriogfeld (Massachusetts)
Lepublican of Sept. lS_th has an edltor-
ial relating to the Irrigation Congress
recently held in this city. It depre.
cates the advisability of bringing o
much mote land foto cultivation in
competition with the farmiog lands
pow vnder the plow. It says that the
f::eased acreage, will materinlly
uffect prices of agricultural products,
Liast year, owing to tbe ﬂbundan?e of
cerenls, farmers could not obtajn living
prices for their produce.

This fact, the Republican says, is for-
gotten in the apxiely to boom certain
States and Territories, and to attract
immigration to the “o:rid belt.??
Should the irrigntion project be de-|
cided on AB practicable, the general
.governmeﬂl. wiil be expected [o per-
form most of the wark. It will be
asked to Jocate water supplies, aurvey
reservolrs and cnosls, "_ﬂd prepare all
the engineeriog specifications. The
Republican contendsthat publicoptoion
wiil oppose these demands. Its great
dread ja that the water supplies may
-fall jnto the hands of‘ corporate owner-
ship, owing to the immeusity of the
labor to be performed.

In a zeneral WAy the Republican is
against the whole irrigation scheme an
outlined hy the Balt Lake Congress »
few daye ago. Lt 1s opposed especially
tothe eeding of the arid lands by the
Federai Government to the States and
Territories in which they are located.
The artiole closes with the following

paragraph:

sThe obje
will be a wi

ctions to the plans are that it
de departore from précedent,
and that it is relinquishing to thése States
a moverciguty proporly belonging to
the nation, and others equally obvious;
but the real objection lies ngalnst the
frrigation of these Innds at all, which
onlo menns aD increase of prm_iuc:s of
which our present ﬂll‘pply, taking one
ear with- another, 13 larger than there
I‘:n.s been a market {or, at prices salisfuc-

tory to the farmer.”

Buch nrrguments in opposition to
irrigation seem to U puerile and senge-
less. As tu the alleged departure from
Irecedent, were not swamp lands ceded
in the manoer outlived by the Irriga-
tion Congress pertaining to arid lands?
And as to increasing our farm products,
surely no political €conomiat can look
upon that as an evil. Farmers may
Dot seeure large prices, but they will
have, at all events, & sufficiency of
food apd raiment. Where these ure,
prosperity and plealy in a material
sense can scarcely be lacking. On
the Repubtican’s theory, farmiog in
the United Biates ought at once to be
greatly restricted, and no more land

t jncrease in Crops, sure to follow |

should be placed under cultivation.
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MR. BLAINE'S INTENTIONS.

THE ‘‘enterprising jouroalist”? of
this country has fnHen into a great
many absurd habits io the pursuit of
ways that are original and ioteresting
in the publication of news, and the
most utterly anbsurd of them all is the
Iately invented method of fluding out
and informiog the public who is or ia
oot gojng to run for President.

Io obtaining any other species of in-
formation, unless it be that in which
some hefnous crime is jnvolved, the
greatest of journalists fs satisfied with
getting his facts from the person best
able to give them correctly. But with
Presidential matters, there seems to
b BOS mysterious objectior.
to this commou place method. If
there is any objeot in knowing whether
a certain politician hag presidential ag-
pirations, the fashicn is to go for infor-
mation to almost anyboedy in prefer-
ence to the man most ioterested,

After the publicution of about a
duzen diftereat opiniens said to be ab-
solutely autheantic, most of them con-
firming the belief that Mr. Blaine was
golog to be a Republican candidate at
the next natlonal eonveotion, now
comes the Mail and Express with the
wonderfal news that somebouy who
koew had said that Mr. Blajoe would
not upon any cooditions accept the
nomination but on the other hand was
into the Harrieon campalgn neck aod
earn, and moreover after the FfArst
of the onew  year he * was
goiug to say eo himself, In orderto
make ita authority particuiar among
the mauny cootradicting statements
this enterprising organ further de-
clares that the mystica! indlvidual
who told itall this, **haa charge of the
Northwest for President,”” sod of
course would know all about it.

The alleged “‘charge d* affaira of the
North West for President?” Is a title we
have never before been informed of,
bhut presuming that one of our western
“‘hosses’’ hae created for himself this
exalted function, will any man of
common sense who
James G. Blaine belleve
a voluntary party, to
such proceeding as this ‘““boss” of the
Northwest ascribes to bhim? If Mr.
Blaine has fully made up his mind to
deny himself the Republican nomina.
tion, and ali for his love of Benjamin
Harrigon, it is probabie that his plan of
telling it would not be through na sub
rosa conversation with some political
““hoss?’ or other, with the tacit under-
standing that the latier would tell it
sub rosa to the Mail and Express, which
in Its turo would take the general pub-
licioto the great secrel,

If Mr. Blaine has'anything for the
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public on the subject of his nomination
we are of the impression that they can

Lget it by the asking, and will not have

to wait “till after the first of the pnew
year?? for his apswer. The fact that all
this information about his private in-
tentipns Is handed out segond-hand
gives rise to the suspicion that it is
political rubbish and opothlog more.
However, it may be that Americn’s
greatest politicinn has decided oot to
run again for a post which would re-
quire greater physical power than he
finds remainiog io hissomewhat wenk-
ened constitution, but when he makes
up his mind to anuounce it, he will do
itln oo fodirect or uvoderband man-
aer,

THE CHINESE MAY COME.

THE Chinese question is coming to
the froot in n new form. Notwith-
standing the stringent exclusion laws
relating to the “Celestial,”” yet he is
found plenty jo every- vity o the
United Btates. Tbe Treasury Depart-
ment at Washington, some wmounths
ago, undertook to investigate the mat.
ter. It was an open secret that Canada
furnished the wvast majority of the
Chinese immigraots to this country.
Acting Becretary Hpaulding made a
trip nlong the northwestern frontier,
in order to familiarize himself with the
situation, and, if possible, to ascértain
to what extent the immigration busi-
pess prevatled. A large force of de-
tectives wasalsoemployed on Canadian
soil, s a8 to give information of the
approach of groups of Chinamen to the
United Btates.

it was finally established beyond all
doubt tbnat Canada was being used as
a doorway to the United Statea for the
votrance of couantless <‘Ceiestials.”?
The exclusion =act provides that »
Chinaman found in the United States,
unless under certain conditions, must
be returned to the country ‘““from which
he ¢ame.’” Returning Chinamen to
Canada proved frujtless, for tbey man-
aped to come back again. I[p orderto

respects | prevent successfully the admission of
him | these people, A ttorney-General Miller,
any | a few weeks ago, gave an opinion to

the etfect that when a Cbinaman came
to this country by way of Caoada, he
could pot ciaim th#®it was the coun-
try ‘“from wbich be came.”” lao ac.
cordance with this oplnion steps were
taken to eend Chinamen back to thelr
owa country, but they protested, hired
lawyers, and took the matter to an
American court,

About n week ago a Llesl case Was
brought before Judge Bwan, of the
Federal district court at Detroit, Mich.,
and he decided that Capadn was the
country fruom which the Chinamen



