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FROM THE missionary FIELDS

in virginia
caddo Pittpittsylvaniasylvania co va

sept 7 1898

t the most interesting conference ever
held in virginia has just closed it
was held at this place on september
3rdard and ath many things combined
to make it an event long to be kemem
bared by all who attended the forty
elders of the conference were present

F evadd with two exceptions all enjoyed
h good health
s saturday dawned bright and clear
E NOS better day could have been had for
K outdoor preaching we were somewhat
9 appointedBBs in not meeting elder

bleb but as our conference proceeded
dUdisappointmentappointment gave way to love for

zmerader N P nelson of the missouri
presidency who filled the place of our
leaderour congregations were large for the
kuy season many saints were in at
ewancetA tUnce some having walked one

miles to be present during
wkiw first day elders alonzo shirts jos

R C butler C F hawks
4 J call and samuel E taylor ad
dtdressedessed the people who were eager to
tear the truth

on sunday morning it seemed the
tried our faith black clouds

jeung low and early a gentle rain set
tt but this did not prevent the peo

46 efriom coming to hear the mormonscormons
tolu their big meeting fully four
hundredandred people were present at 1030
be rain ceased and we began to

J but soon down came a very
of water and we had to move

0Wo the school house where there was
hardly standing room every avail

place was occupied carriages
Agarai rounded the building and in them
ftfelitandand listened with rapt attention to

i
gass words of truth spoken by elders
jolin E griffin and john S blain
abny reasons were given for bellev

s- tef J joseph smith to have been a
of god and strong testimonies

wereware born of this tactfactsygy this time the clouds had dis-
persed amandd nature again smiled upon

7 at Z we met in the arbor
i14abssi the whole time was given to elder
blownteon who for one hour and a halthalf

pokerpe of the restoration of the gosele
tnft Ws day the people expressed their

recitationreciation by the attention paid
on monday came the happiest and

at saddest day of conference an
abw hour found us assembled
ftat I1priesthood meeting and no elder
slab teon forget how his heart did burn

while elder nelson admonished
hatd to remain faithful and gave us

of advice for our future guidgul-
dy never before has it been our

Vit liegelege to enjoy a greater portion of
holy spirit each heart was soft

i love and a thrilling testimony
bern by each elder

alxAB our president john 8 blain had
t tom honorably released to return

the elders presented him with
dutiful teachers bible As it was
esstiw and toehe thanked usua for it tears
dalawcaad to every eye men sobbed and
aptrptot moments passed before any one

bowd speak one spirit on high re
aced with the angels at the fulfilling

f vt woan honorable mission by elder
slain it will be remembered that his
VW died some two years ago while he

aw 0 in the missionary field the I1love
alfV weryvery elder goes with brother

j and may the lord gladden hiswe
jesua loses ten ofbt iterher noab

s who fedum home having an

honorableliono rable release may the time
quickly come when our ranks will
again be filled during the winter
months we will labor on the coast
headquarters will be established at
Hew letts hanover co va any in-
formation to be sent to the elders will
reach us there

the blessings of the lord were pro-
nounced upon us and with light hearts
all departed for their fields of laboryour brother

JOHN E GRIFFINprest virginia conference hewlett
hanover co va

resting from their laborbor
dresden weakley co tenn

august bryth 1898
A few days ago in company with

elder M B olsen I1 called at the old
church homestead at shady grove
hiamon county tenn and to our sur-
prise and sorrow we found that brother
I1 E church and mary ann his wife
had bothbath passed from this life brother
church died nov 1897 and his
wife followed him on july 1898
they were both faithful members of the
church of jesus christ of latter day
saints one hundred and forty eight
mormon elders have rested beneath
their roof and have partakenpartakerpar taken of their
kind hospitality they leave many
relatives and friends to mourn their
losslose and though they be dead and
passed from our view yet their kind
deeds will live in human gratitude for-
ever

the relatives of our departed brother
and sister requested me to write a few
lines to you for publication

the missionary work in middle ten-
nessee is prospering many branches
of the church and sunday schools have
been organized within the lastlast year and
prospects are very bright for the future

your brother in the gospel of christ
ALFRED F ANDERSON

lincoln england aug 30 1898

westweft pennsylvania conference
couder pa sept 7 1898

we the servants of the living god
are pleased to have the opportunity ot
writing a few words in regard tobo our
labors as elders in this the west
pennsylvania conference

in connection with elders W N
draper and L E cowles we are now
laboring in potter county where we
are making many warm and affection-
ate friends we also meet with a great
many obstacles and people who are
very prejudiced against us but truth
crushed to earth will rise again and
the cloud that has been hanging over
us for many years laIs beginning to show
itsita silver lining and the people of the
worldald Wtare btbeginning to find out thet
we arpa0 what we have been repre-
sented8 ted to be

there are nanymany good honest hhearted
people in this part of the vineyard and
itif the seed is carefully sown anandd prop-
erly taken care of a great harvestarvesttt will
be reaped in the due time of the lordwe are now beginning to reap the
harvest from the seedeed that was sown
by elders years agai

this county tola situated in the tops OV

the allegheny mountains fromfeam which
flow theaie three rivers the allegheny
susquehanna and the geneseeGeneaee all head-
ing near the same point and laIs a beau-
tiful locality being covered with dense
forests of timber ot different kinds
the principal ones thatahat might be men
atoned are the hemlock and maple
the hemlock is sawn into lumber and
shipped to various parts orth e cucountry
auewhile the bark Isi used for tanning pur

the waffle tree teft tapped leverynavery

spring to obtain the sap Is
boiled into syrup and sugar the oc-
cupationcupation of the people generally is that
otof agriculture and lumbering after
the timber is taken off by hard labor
the hillside is converted into farms
As people depend entirely upon the
rains for irrigation their crops are not
as heavy as where our system of irri-
gationgat on is carried on although they
raise buckwheat in great quantitiestim
which is the principal crop in this sec-
tion

the climate is quite healthful butbat
not so much as in a higher altitude asan
the highest point in this range is only
between two and three thousand feet
above the level of the sea

one thing we are greatly blessed with
is plenty of good pure spring waterwe were pained to hear of the devahdeath
of our beloved president who has been
a faithful and energetic servant of
jod but we feel that he who placed
brother woodruff in that high and
holy calling as prophet seerbeer and reve-
lator is able tofro raise another in illshis
stead to continue thetae great work on
the earth

we welcome the news and geraw
the concontentsconsentstents with pleasure

anyone having friends in this
wishing us to visit them we gouldiewowoulduldieabe

pleased to do so by having their ad-
dress

A

your brethren in the cause of kfaft
JOHN E
B F

Coudercoudersportsport potter county pa

missionary work in england
perhaps some of the many ofthe news would pebe interested in offer-

ing from this part of england we naveteve
been laboring in lincoln since aug 46we have met with some degree ofsuccess the first six meetings
on the streets were well attended avidndgood order existed the first real ataturbance was caused by a churda of
england clergyman he stepped up to
sister campbell and asked if we wereeksmormonscormonsMor mons yes sir she answered

the reverend could scarcely toehe per-
suaded to hold his peace till brother
parkin finished speaking As soon to
the amen was spoken rev
vicar of stanton said these peoble
are liars and deceivers they dont telllell
the truth about their religion their
elders come here to carry off girl
women to utah they are murda
and cut throats their womenwamen are tow
depraved and down tttroddenodden they at
followers of brigham young
sixty wives etc

he spoke for twenty minutes inIft ftmanner i

at the first opportunity
parkin introduced our utah eftecrowd of nearly two hundred ambr
campbell steppstepped forward abate
loud clear volesvole told of th
morality of we women sadand
utah thin concluding she borbolleaft ower
ful testimony to the dospel ors
christ much ggoodoo00d was done andana sworebotre
prejudice erasederase dyby bister
remarks and influence

next morning after the
were interviewed toyby fta reporterrd
leader he gravegave us a very dwiradt
A piece of an opposite nature
in the echo with the
the press or tracting from houft ito
house and speaking on the strait cor-
ners assisted by a lady
from utah we are creating bifi a
sensation in this ottyot ty of sixty thoummy
inhabitants we are constantly abtingig with prejudiced people wo
not accept a tract from the
mormon yet we have faith
of honest heart dwell toin this
churchgoerschurch goers

some have shown a spirit of 4
gatlongation one gentleman hin aAlfturl
who Isin teacher of the awn

we walked


