FROM THE MISSIONARY FIELDS.

In Virginia.
Caddo, Pittsylvania, Co., Va.,
Sept. 7, 1898

The tnost interesting conference ever
held in Virginia has just closed. It
was held at this place on September
ard and 4th. Many things ecombined
to make it an event long to be remem-
bered by all who attended. The Yorty
Eldera of the conference were present
and with two exeeptions all enjayrd
good health,

gaturday Jdawned bright and clear.
No betier day could have been had for
outdeoor preaching. We were somewhat
disappointed in not meeting Elder
Rieh, but as our conference proceeded
disappolntment gave way to love for
Elder N. P. Nelson of the Missourl
presidency, who fliled the place of our
leader.

QOur congregations were large for the
bugy season. Many Saints were ip at-
tendance, some having walked one
hundred miles to be present. During
the first day Elders Alonzo Shirts, Jos.
Osguthorpe, R. C. Butler, C. F, Hawks,
¢, J. Call and Samuel E, Taylor ad-
dressed the people, who were eager to
hear the truth.

On Sunday morning It seemed the
Yord tried our falth, Black elouds
hung low and early a gentle raln set
in. But thiz did not prevent the peo-
ple from ecoming to hear the Mormons
in their "blg meeting.” Fully four
hundred people were present. At 10:30
the rain ceased and <we began to
preach. . But soon down eame a very
torrent of water, and we had to move
to the school house, where there was
hardly standing room, Every avall-
able place was occupied. Carriages
surrounded the buflding and in them
gat and listened with rapt attention to
the words of truth spoken by Elders
John E. Grlfin and John 8. Btlain.
Aany reasong were given for bellev-
ing Joseph B8mith to have been a
Prophet of God and strong testimonles
were born of thls fact.

By this time the clouds had dis-
pergsed and nature again smiled upon
us. At 2 o'clock we met fn the arbor
and the whole time war given to Elder
Nelgon, who for onme hour and a half
apoke of the restoration of the Gosple
in this day. The people expressed thelr
appreciation by the attention paid.

On Monday came the happiest and
vet saddest day of conference. An
early hour (7:30) found us assembled
in Prilesthood meeting and no Elder
will roon forget how his heart did burn
within while Elder Nelson admonished
us to remaln faithful and gave us
words of advice for our future guid-
ance. Never before has it been our
privilege to enjoy & greater portion of
the Holy Spirit. Each heart was soft
with love and a thrilling testimony
was born by each Elder,

As our president, John 8, Blain, had
been honorably  released to return
home, the Elders prerented him with

a beautiful teachers’ Bible. Asg it was
given and he thanked us for it, tears
came to every eyve. Men sobbed and
wept. Moments passed before any one
could 8pealk One spirit on high re-
jojced with the angels at the fulfilllng

of an honorable misston by Elder
Biain. It will be remembered that his
wife died some two years ago while he

was in the missionary fleld. The love
of every Elder ' goes with Brother
Blain, and may the Lord gladden his
heart!

Our conference loses 1en of her noblk
brethren, who return home, having an

honornble release. May the time
quickly come when our ranks will
agaln be filled. Diring the winter
months we wiil labor on the coast.
Headquarters will be established at
Hewlett's, Hanover Co., Va. Any In-

formation tp be sent to the Elders will
reach ug there.

The blessings of the Lord were pro- |
nounced upon usg and with light hearts |
all departed for thelr flelds of labor. |

Your brother,
JOHN E. GRIFFIN,
Prest. Virginla Conference, Hewlett,
Hanover Co., Va.

Resting From Thelir Labor.

Dresden, Weakley Co., Tenn..
August 26th, 1898,

A few days ago, in company with
Elder M. B, Olsen, I ecalled at the ald
Church Homestend at Shady Grove,
Hicmon county, Tenn., and {o our sur-
prise and sorrow we found that Brother
I. E. Church and Mary Ann, his wife,
had both passed from this life. Brother
Chureh dled Nov, 25th, 1897, and his
wife followed him on Jury 20th, 1598.
They were both faithful members nf the
Chureh of Jesus Chrilst of Latter-day
Saigts. One hundred and forty-elght
Mormon Elders have rested baneath
thelr roof and have partaken of their
kind Thospitality. They leave many
relatlves and friends to mourn thelr
loss, and though they be dead and
passed from our view, yet thelr kind
deeds will llve in human gratitude for-
ever,

The relatives of our departed brother
and sister requested me to write a few
limes to you for publication,

The missiopary work In middle Ten-
nessee !p prospering. Many branches
of the Chureh and Sunday achools have
been organized within the last year, and
prospects are very bright for the future.

Your brother in the Gospel of Christ,

ALFRED F. ANDERBON.
Lincoln, England, Aug. 10, 1818

Wenst Pennsylvania Conference.
Coudersport, Pa., Sept. 7, 1898.

We, the servanis of the living God,
are pleased to trayve the opportunity of
writing a few words !n regard to our
labors as Elders In this the Wes!
Pennsylvanta conference.

In connection with Elders W, N.
Draper and L, E. Cowles, we are now
laboring In Potter oounty, where we
are making many warm and affection-
ate frlends. We alao meet with a great
many obstacles, and people who nare
very prejudleed agalinst us, Bul truth
crushed to eaprth will rise again, and
the cloud that has been hanging over
us for many years s beginning to show
{ts silvar Jlining and the people of the
world arevbeglnning to find out that
wa are ot what we have been repre-
sented to be.

There are many good honest hearted
people In this part of the vineyard, and
it the seed is carefully sown and prop-
erly taken care of, a great htarvest will
| be reaped In the due time of the Lord.

We are now beglnning <o reap the
harvest from the seed that was sown
by Elders years ago.

This eounty 1s situated in the tops of*
the Allegheny mountalns, ffom which
flow the ‘three rivers, the Allegheny.
Susquelrana, and L{he Qenesce, all head-
Ing near the same polnt, and fs a beau-
tiful locality, being covered with dense
foreats of timber of different kinds.
The prineipal ones that mlght be men-
thoned are ‘the hemlock apd maple.
The hemiock §s sawn |nto lumber and
shipped ¢to varlous parta ofth e country,
while the bark is used for tanning pur-

poges. The maple tree is tapped every
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spring to obtain the sap which is
baited Into syrup and sugar. The oec-

ctpratlon of the people generally 1a that
of agrieujture and lumberlng. After
the timber 15 taken off by hard labor,
the hillside ls eonverted into farms.
As people depend entirely upon the
rains for jrrigatlion, their erops are not
as heavy as where our system of [rri-
gation Is earried on. Although they
raise buckwheat in great quantities,
which 1= the princlpal crop In this sec-
tion.

The climate is quite healthful, buwt
nct 80 muth as in a higher altitude, as
the highest point In this range is only
between two and three thousand feet
above the level of the sea.

One thing we are greatly blessed with
[s plenty of goodl pure apring water,

We were palned to hear of the death
of our beloved President who ha= been
a fajthful and energetic servant of
Jod. Bu{ we feel that He who placed
Brother Woodruff din ¢hat high and
fioly calling as Prophet, Seer and Reve-
lator is able {0 raise another in his
stead 'to contlnue the great work on
the earth,

We welcome the "News'” and peruse
the conlen's with pleasure,

Anyone having friends In this sectlon
wishing us to visit them, we would be
pleasad to do sc by having thelr ad-
dress,

Your brethren In the cause of truth,

JOHN E, ISGREEN,
B. F. LLEWELLYN.
Coudersport, Potter county, Pa.

Misslonary Work in England.

Perhaps some of the many readera of
the “News" would be interested in hear-
ing from this part of England. We have
been laboring in Lincoln since Aug. 15,

We have met with some degree of
sueccess, The first six meetings we held
on the streets were well attended and
good order exlsted. The first real dis-
turbance was ecaused by a Chureh of
England clergyman. He stepped up to
Slaster Campbell and asked if we wers
Mormons, “Yes, sir,” she answared.

The reverend could scareely be fer-
suaded to hold his peace till Brother
Parkin flnished apeaking. As soon as
the "amen” was spoken Rev. Oaporn,
viear of Stanton, said, “These people
are llars and deecelvers; they don't telt
the truth about their religion. Thelr
Elders come here to carry off giris and
women to Utah. They are murderers
and cut-throats, Thelr women are low,
depraved and down trodden. They are
followers of Brigham Young, who had
sixty wives,” ete,

He spoke for twenty minutea In this
manner.

At the first opportunity Brother
Parkin Introduced our Utah girl to the
erowd of nearly btwo hundred. Slster
Campbell stepped forward and im a
loud, clear voice, told of the virtue and
morality of the women and men of
Utah. In concluding she bore a hower-
ful testimony to the Gospel of Jesus
Christ. Mueh good was done and mere
prejudice erased by Bister Campbell's
remarks and influence. -

Next morning after the meetiig we
were Interviewed by a réporter of sthe
Leader. He gave us a very fair report,
A piece of an opposite nature apnearad
in the Echo. With the assistanse of
the press, or tracting from houge: to
house, and speaking on the strost ear-
ners, asslsted by a lady missianary
from Utah, we are c¢reating quite a
sengation in this eity of sixty thousand
inhabitants, We are constantly meat-
Ing with prejudiced people, who will
not accept a tract from the hands nf a
Mormon., Yet we have faith that many
of honest heart dAwell in thiz olty of
church-goera.

Home have shown a spirit of investi-
gation. Ome pgentieman in partlcular,
who 1s a teacher of the Bible clasa

Last Sunday we walked out t0 A small



