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which they were forbidden 1o eat of; and they
were led on by temptation until they did partake
of that fruit,- and thus the devil got power over
tham.

Well, if counsel hag been given unto us to
stors up our grain, I should not wonder if there
wera temptations placed*before us, 1o induce us
to non-compliance.
gold may be uffered as an inducement. Men may
come and say, ‘I will give you a high price for
your wheat; here ure goods of every kind we will
give for your grain.’ There, you pe:ceive, is the |
temptation, snd the counsel before us. We
~ should like the comforts of life end wounld no

doubt like to purchase them, but the counsel of |

the eervants of1he Lord would lead us to do
diffarently.

Such scenes as these, brethren and sisters, we
may see; and they nay not be far ahead of us.
They may be very near, for things change very
suddenly sometimes. It is for us {o abide in the
couusel of God and never turn aside nor cast n
longing look upen the riches and comforis of
this life when we huve to violate a holy precept
1o gnin them. Remember it, brethren and sisters,
for 1 want to impresg it upon vour mirds. Keep
your grain for yourselves and for strangers who,
in times of femine abroad, seek at your hunds,
bread from heaven and earth. When the ser-
vants of God set good counsel before you, and
these tempftations lollow, they will not command
perhaps, when the temptation is present, and
these things will be trying to yeu; they will be
8o, to gee il you will stand by your integrity, or
full by your instabili'y.

I want to tell a little anecdote which eame to
my eers. 1 do not know that I shall be right;
but if 1 am wrong, there are those present who
can correct me. It issaid that there is a man in
this city, a natural miner that has a peculiar gift
to discover metals of value, though lLidden in the
earth at any depth. He can point out the very
place where they are. e happened in at a gen-
tlaman’s house in this town one day, and they
were discussing his powers to discern any metal
in the earth, The lady doubting his abilily, took
a piece of lead and slyly stepped ont and buried it,
being careful to leave no visible marks by which
uny other than herself counld find it. She retur-
ned and told him that in the garden wasa piece
of lead buried, and wished him to find it if he
could. Ile made the attempt; and a'ter a liltle
rambling, pointed to the very spot where it was,
but the l.dy thinking to bluff him offand discour-
nge him, made perfect ridicule of him, and asked
what had led ‘E?h to think it was there. She
pretgnded to regard Lim es insane, and the poor
mun came to the couclusion that he might be
mistuken, as the ledy appeared so sanguine in her
ridicule. He gave it up us a mistake, donbiin
his own gift. Since the time that he was bluffed
off from the faith in the natural gift that God had
given him—(Pres. H. C. Kimball: And that by u
woman) ves, and since that it has been taken
away altogether. Before this, he was never mis-
tuken in such mattlers; but since, hus no more
powers of discovering than any other.

Now we have the gift of God, and that is the
gift of wise counsel, of good counsel given unto
us for the purpose seli-preservation. Will we,
by any reuson, by any eraft, by any device, by
uny machinations, by any swerving from our
purpose, lose that gift? Remember that if we are
upon the enemies’ ground the gift that is given
lo us may be destroyed or taken from us for ever,
gnd probubly the time may be that you and 1
may not have the counsel of the servants of (‘od
from day to day; il it is necessary, however, we
may have it, and if it is not, remember it ye Lat-
ter Day Saiuts, and every body that fears God
and serves him with full purpose of heurt,

Remember the counsel that is given, ‘store ve
ALL YOUR GRAIN,” and tuke cure of it! Prize it
above gold and silver, above rich clothing and fine
apparel, and zbove every thing else except the
breud of life! And [ tell you it is almost as ne-
cessury to have bread to sustain the body as it is
to have food lor the spirit, for the one is us neces-
sury us the other {o ensble us to carry on the
work of God upon the earth.

Brethren und sisters, may God bless you, and
bless your fitlds and flocks, and all thet you pos-
sess. 'T'ake care of your fields, your flocks and
vour herds; tuke care of and preserve every thing
that God has given us to tuke care of upon the
eurth. May God bless you and bless us sll, and
give us the giit of eternal life; and may the angel
of life preserve us, and may we feel 1o lay shoul-
der to shoulder and prove to God and our breth-

ren that we are ready and determined to roll
furth this great work:—

“While Ufe, or thought, or being lasts,
Or Immortality endures.”

~Amen. q
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[ cannot express my feelings,
but cannot give vent to my imagin
rdalize the situation of the Saints in the vaileys
of these mounfains, I expect, if I should give
way to my feelings mingled with ihe weakness
pertaining to maukmmd, that you would call me
more foolish than a Methodist, or even more
foolish than a right down shoutine Ranter. -

[ think that I know how to prize the blessings
I enjoy, and Ialso really think that.there are a
great many here who know how to prize theirs.
My soul 13 full of pratifude. We are far from
our oppressors, far from those who seek to des-
troy us solely on account of our faith, and are
secured in the widst of these sterile, inhospitable
mountains and valleyss They are so0to every

verson, upon natural principles, but the Sainfs
ive here.

When I go abroad, when 1 visit
when I meet

I can imagine
ations, when [

( f a neighbor,
& man or a wowab in the street,
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g ! prepare for a day of want and sorrow.

|

|ought to know as much about the whole world

 gospel.

when I sssemble with the community in which
I live, I am in the midst of Saints, or at least
of those who profess to be Saints; and if they

are not Saints, I think they are trying to become
so with all their might. ‘T know how to prize these
blessings, and if I was a right good old fashioned
shouting Methodist I should get up here and be-
rin. 1o talk and it would not be long before I
should be shouting ‘glory,’ *hallelujah,’ *‘praise the
Lord,” and you would hear the response, all over
the meeting, ‘amen,” ‘glory,’ and in a short time
we should get into a real shout.

I am full all the time; and there are many here
who know how fo enjoy the sociefy of the Saints.
I am not obliged to mingle my voice with the
wicked and the vngodly, 1 am not obliged 1o as-
sociate with them. Br. Rich knows what 1t is
to be with the wicked, for he has been living in
the nethermpst corter of sin and iniquity for a;
long time, and he knows how to appreciate the
scciety of the Saints here, how to mingle witli |
them with a heart of gratitude,

I wish to say a few words 1o the Saints upon
what we call our boly religion. If you and I are
in the line of our duty when we talk, when we
sing, when we preach, when we pray, when we
rise up and when we he,down, when we go out
and when we come in, in all ihe varied scenes and
duties of this busy hfe, every iota that we per-
form is embraced in our Loly religion. Tlhe one

workers with the God of hen'ven, with our

Father, we are helpers. 'We expect tobe saved,
and we bhave the work to perform to save our-
selves. That is necessary to give us experience
to know what to do with our salvation when we
have obtained it. We do not intend to forsake
our God, nor to say that we have done this or
that, for we have not done it alone, and do not
expect to. We must learn, and I may say that
very many havelearned i a great degree, that it 18
by implicit confidence in our God that we per-
form sll that we do here pertaining to his king-
dom on the earth.,

We have heard much said, during six months
past, to this congregation with regard to our acts,
with regard to our conduet one towards the other.
There has been much said in rezard to the Spirit
of reform. That Spirit manifesied itself in the
case of our immigration last season.. We did |
prove to God, angels and good men and good
women, also to wicked men and wemen and W
the devils in hell, that we had coufidence in our
God end in our religion.

Perhaps wmany of the congregation are ignor-
ant with regard to the true sitnation of this com-
munity in a temporal point of view, at the time |
asfistance was sent to our late immimation and
for the year past. You may take men that are!
keen obgervers, close calculators, and they ecan

prove to themselves and to you this one fact, |

is inseparably connected with the other through

the whole march of life, from the day that a per-| August, this commumty had eaten up the small | 102

son knows the truth, until they have completed !
their work on ilie earth preparatory fo Enlpring!
into a bigher state of bliss. The religion that
we have embraced is designed to correct peaple,
to give them a lrune system, true laws, true ordin-
ances, true cnstoms and fo correet them in every
point in 2ll the social duties and enjoyments of
life. 1t teaches us every principle {hat is neces-
sary to prepave people here on the earth to be-
come a perfect Zion—the pure in hearl—u per-
fect heaven on earth,

When the law is revealed to us and the ordin-
ances commilied fo our charge, if we exercise
ourselves therein according to the best knowledge
and wisdem that we have, and continue ¢o to do,
God will add to us until we shall know how to
establish Zion in perfection und have the king-
dom of God, in the fullness thereof, in our midst
and within us, and enjoy the society of holy
beings. All the real business we have on hand
is fo promote our religion,

When the brethven rise up here to exhort you,
as br. Hyde hag, to aftend fo a little temporal
business, thatis a portion of our religion. 1 fold
you, I think last S8abbath, while speaking on that
subject, to seek now to sustain this community—
lo seek to sustain ourselves. As hr. Hyde has
remarked, the first thing now to attend to is to

I told you, you will recollect, thal we have the
kingdom of God with us, we cought that first.
There may be here and there, in this congrega-
tion, a person who has not done this, but almost
every man and woman before me has sought the
lkiingdom of God wilh all their hearts. Some may
have done =0 in Missouri, in Ilinois, in other

arts of the United States, in Ireland, Scotland.
Q‘.’a!es, Germany, France, England and in many
other foreign lands. They bave sought the king-
dom of God with all their hearts and have found
it, and enjoy the principles and spirit and power
of it, It 1s that which gives me the privilege of
looking at you in these distant valleys.

We have got 1he kingdom, we sought it with
all our hearls, though many of us have beep rob-
bed of our substance not less than five times.
Yes, we have been robbed tbat many times of
all we possessd on earth, because we sought the
kingdom of God and its principles. . We bLave
been driven from our homes time and {ime again.
We have many times suffered the loss of all tem-
poral possessiond. [ say we, though there are
brethren and sisters here who have not been in
the Church over a year, and some two, others
three years, but you are numbered with the
Saints, and the Saints have suffered the loss of all
things, time and time again. What for? For
the kingdom of Lieaven’s sake and its righteous-
1ess,

It 18 our privilege to be as wise in our genera-
tion as the children of this world, and not only so, |
but it is our duly to be as wise in our generation |
as the children of this world. We have the true
hight, and knowledge, and we ought to know as
much as the philosophical world, or as any other
people on the earth., We ought at least to know
as much®about politics as do the political world,
or as do any other people. I expect that we do;
and if we only apply our mimpfs in the proper
time and channel, we know as much about the
Christian world as do any other people. and we

as do any other people. In fact we ought to
know more upon all thoge matters than any other
people, for we are privileged with far superior

advaniages through faith and obedience to the!

There is one principle which we will acknow-
ledge 1o be infallible, and T feel like illustrating it
by a few circumnstances peituining to this people.
We are under obligation to trust in our God, and
this is ‘he gronndwoik of all we can do ourselves.
You know tbat we canvot actually make one
ha'r white or black by exercising the power that
we have. We cannot, as it is written, add o our
stature one cubit; that proves that in and of our-
selves alone we can do nothing. We have been
trusting in Ged, vou know, all the time in order
to accomplish what we have. We have trusted
in the Lord, or we never would have received
this gospel. We have had confidence inlim, and
in his revealed will to the children of men. If
we should lose this coufidence, our faith and our
hope, we are then left without any strength, con-
sequently we know better than to leave our God.
In performing everything we can for our temporal
salvation, do you not naturally understand that it

is thrnuggh & more or less implicit confidence in
our God:

It is not by our works alone, but we are co-

;

that last SBeptember, and I do not gnow but in |
|

amount of produce that grew the previous year, |
so that there was not one bushel of grain to ‘start |
upon, or that had been kept over. When the
I & vest came and the grain and vegetables were
all gathered, the declaration of close observers was
that you could not find enough provisions raised
throughout the Territory to sustain this commu-
nity nine months. It was not in the country; it
did not grow here. It was not in the fields of
wheat when the grain was thrashed; the potatoes
and {he buckwheat were not gathered; the peas
and the-beans did not grow; and the amount ne-
cessary fo sustain life was not.on hand to snstain
this community nine months, if a close calculation
had been made.

I couple this with the faith and acts of the
people in assisting the immigration last fall. We
said fo the brethien, get the wheat ground, take
the flour and go and bring in the immigration.
And I bear my testiony in the name of the Lord
God of Israel, thatif this community had not
have done as they were requested pertaining to
the immigration, we this day would not have
bad a bushel of wheat in the market in this Ter-
ritory.

But this communify took their teams, loaded
up provisions and eclothing, and went to the
immigrants on the plains; and some of them went
almost naked and barefooted. I know of men
who were in the City on business when the eall
was made, and {hey started off to assist {hose
who were in the snow, and were gone iwo
months without shoes to their feet or comfortable
clothing to keep them warm, for they had not
broughit those articles from home with them on
account of expecting to return. They did noi go
back to get a new pair of shoes and clothing
sufficient to keep them from'freezing among the
snows of these mountaing, and then stay at home,
but they promptly obeyed the call, saying, if I
can borrow flour,” I will take it to the brethren
and will pay it back when I come in.

Did the people prove that the
confidence in their God? They did. They left
their families withont wood and their grain lie-
ing in the field; their wheat not thrashed, their
potatoes not dug; no forage gathered for their

had implicit

cattle, and no preparations for sowing the fall|¥

wheat, and frusted in the Lord to provide for
them, or to bave an opportunily lo sow in the
winter, or the next spring, or never. What was
the result of that highly praisworthy condnet?
Hundreds of lives were saved, and we have
plenty.

Some eo against the people’s selling wheat to
anybud{ but those who build up the kingdom of
Gpd.  Have I ever objected to it? I say, let the
Saints have, if you have got.it. But what did"
we cee here a year ago last winter? A mer-
chant bought up a large amount of wheat at from
a dollar to a dollar and a half a bushel. and
flour at from four to five dollars a hundred. What
was the resuli? He could not take it to the
States nor fo California, and I bought if at a
much less price than he paid for it in cash and
goods, and paid him in cattle, I am now buying
wheat for seveniy-five cen's a bushel thaf the
merchants here have bought in at from ¢1.25 to
$1.75 a bushel. ; .

JE this community had not hearkened to the
wants of their brethren and sisters who came in
last fall, this would not have been, but we would
now have been in want. Who believes this? I
reasonably know it, and it woull alinost be im-
possible for me to view the matter in any differ-
ent light., T was careful to look for the welfare
and salvalion of this people.
lcoked for their salvation, both
temporally. Ilooked wellto itla
year vefore that, -

A year ago this spring was about as hard a
time as bas been in this Territory. There was
not flour nor wheat for sale; I had not much and
I was feeding a great manv. I told you then
what Mintended to do; I can tell yon now what
[ did. When the pirching time came on, my
knowledge with regard to the dealings of God
with his people taught me to labor in aceordance
with my faith and his promises, and I said, ‘I
will part with that which I have to sustain life,
until the last four eunces is gone, for if I under-
fake lo keep enough to sustain'my family and
workmen and deprive the destitute' I shall come
to want with the community, and we shall not
sustain ourselves. If I will not turn away an
that are in need I can induce the next brother to
do the 'same, and this community will not suffer
for the staff of life.” Still I suppose that some
did suffer, and what was the reason? If ever

I have always
spiritually and
st year, and the

lorg a3 they hiad anything to deal out, and not
have been pinched up in their feelings, and bound
up in their hearts and in their affections in the
love of the things of this world, and one man on
this side and another on the other side had not
have said in his heart, “true I can spare five hun.
dred pounds of flour, but now is my time to get
fifty dollars a hundred for it and now is my time
to malke my spoil,” there need not one have suf-.
fered. There was just enough such men in the
community to affect the faith of the Saints, and
to cause a few to suffer. ey '

1f there had been asmany to act as they should
as there were to act ag they should not, our bins
would have been as full of flour as they are this
year. All that saved us this year was renewing
our covenanis, keeping the commandments of
God and walking humbly before him. That is
what causes the wheat to be here, whether you
believe it or not.

It i3 the liberal heart, the liberal feelines cf
men and wowen, of those who are full of faith in
God that they will not suffer becanse he will
provide for his pecple in the last days. He has
done so, but be will not provide for you and me,
except we hive our relizion. If we will live our
religion, walk in the light of the Lord’s counten-
ance, day by day, so,as to have fellowslip with
our Father and his Son Jesus Christ by the power
of the Holy Ghost, and with every pood bein
in heaven and on earth, et me tell you that hpltf

f{ spew and bellow and the devils may howl,
and they cannot scath you and me any more
than can a few crickets. ~ But to enjoy the pro-
tection of the Almighty we have got to live our
religion, to live so that we bave the mind of
Christ within us. :

We have obtaived the kingdom of heaven and the
keys of it long ago, and now we have got to live
so that they will not be taken from us, but that
we will continue to increase in all the graces of
His Spirit. Then, instead of backshiding we
shall become rich-in heavenly things and grow np
info Christ our living hiead, until the things of ihis
world are as plenty with us in our days as they
are with the children of this world.

We ought to have a litile more wisdom, and [
mean to have it and mean that thws people shall
have it. They shall have more knowledge and
understanding pertaining to heaven and heavenly

1beings, and to earth and everything pertaining fo

ity than any other people. I am determiued that [
will so lead this people, according to the best of
my ability and skiil. that they shall, obtain i,
with the help of God and the prayers of faith.—
If" the people had been as liberal last year as they
have been this, there would liave been no crying
for bread. This year our hearts are soft, they
are a little more elastic, and our blessings are
more. |

Auother circumstance I will mention, is this.—
We were owing a debt of $12,000 to one of the
merchants in this city, and have been disappoint-
ed in the East with regard to drafts and mone
matters. As 1 have frequently told you, and teﬁ
vou now, when the busmess of this Chureh that
belongs here to be conducted is conducted in
other lands, we have as yet no men but what get
in a muss and entangle our feet. They under-
take to do that which should be done here, and
God 1s not with them to dictate their doings as
they should be dictated, and they fail in their cal-
culations.  Such transactions had somewhat
straitened our financial condition, We were not
ready to discharge this one debt. We had ex-
pected to pay the debt in cash, but had the op-
portunity of paving it with cuttle, when upon ex-
amination we bad but a f-w scattering here 4nd
there; a few cows, and a few two year olds and
earlings.  Last spring we raked the herd ground
and gathered up all the cattle that would answer
any purpose for working, for sale, or for beef,

Says I, ‘every cow that I own shall go to pay
this debt, and if the brethren will come and huy
my rmules and horses, they shall go also.” The
next man said the same; ‘we will twn out our
wliole stock and pay this debt, and trust in God
for the resuit.’

We stopped the teams which were hauling
stone, expecting that we should have to go to
drawing stone with our horses and mules. By
that method we bad one hundred head of catils
to turn into good feed to rest a few davs and be
fit for traveling.  'We had sent north and south ta
the Bishops of the various wards and also hunted
the ranges for our own caltle, and says I, ‘I know
that God has provided for me and I ujn not afrail |
to trust him,’ and so said the next, afid the next. |
We wanted to tarn out four hundred head of cat-
tle, in order to accomplish what was desired.

Yesterday we turned out the last of the catils
that we needed to pay that.debt. We went to
the herd ground, where br. Stringham had said
there were none, and we got about one hnndred
and seventy head there, And fhe biethren began
to bring in and bring in. and the caitle that we
had drawn stone with are all still in the good feed,
and the debt is paid and we lhiave now alinost two
hundred head of cattle on hand more than we had
when we commenced. We are now better sup-
plied with cattle for teams and beef, and ®ith
milk cows and everything of the kind, than when
we commenced; and we have not touched one of

those animals that we needed to woirk on the
Public Works.

But if I had puckered up to bezin with, and it
br. Kimball and br. Wells, and Bishops Hunter,
Hardy and Little and the rest of the brethren had
done the same, and then sent out to see whetler
the brethren abroad would turn out stock to meet
the liability, we never would have got those cat-
tle into our hands. We would not even have geen
them in the Territory; our eyes would have baen
so darkened that we couid not sp much as have
seen them. I will venture that we can find more |
cattle now than we could six weeks ego, notwith-
standing we have just turned out so many. These
are stubborn facts; there is no dodging them.—
They cannot be philosophised away with me, for
I know they are truths. :

If this people will continue in well doing, I

person had felt in their hearts to hand out just ag'

warrant them that they will multiply, You know



