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thunder did you uns get the polish on
them dubersgubers

the utah man waswaa pestered with in-
quisitive persons who seem to
understand that plural marriages were
a thing of the past in utah the in

always asked how many
wives have you grotgot the commis-
sioner got disgusted and laid a trap torfor
them no sooner was the trap set than
a pert young lady walked through the
booth was shown the exhibits in de-
tail and then she asked are you
promirom salt lake city yes said the
commissioner 1 I was born and raised
there oh my how many wives
have you got then the utah man
sprung the trap he glanced around
mysteriously then walked up close to
her and whispered in her ear my
dear lady I1 any more than
five just now but if say yes
ill make it six she vanished

the effect was so instantaneous that
the utah man decided to try the same
joke again at the very first repetition
of such questions the opportunity
came soon for a bright witty girl went
through the interrogatories concern-
ing residence church etc and then
broke out with how many wives have
you got with the same air of mys
tery the utah man answered 1 I have
no more than five at present but if

say yes ill make it six to
his amazement the young lady grasped
him enthusiastically by the hand and
answered then ill say yes

it was the commissioners turn to
crawfish

one of the most attractive articles in
therthe exposition was a large national
flag made of three month old lambiamb
skins which was exhibited in the utah
booth during the closing days an
angular lady called the commissioner
and asked young man what is tlthatat
flag made of

lamb skins answered the com-
missioner

lamb skins she exclaimed my
my Is it wool or cotton

in the same exhibit was a model of
the great mormon temple built at
salt lake city which model was made
of utah laundry sosoapap this isia a
model of the great mormon temple
sald the commissioner to a crowd of
listeners it cost in the neighborhood
of and took the people forty
years to build itpshaw said an old lady who had
been looking at the soap model with a
vacant stare them folks must be

slow to take forty years to
build that little soap house

ELECTION WAYS IN JAPAN

the prominent part taken by japan
inih the hawaiian question and thefrequent mention of the japanese par-
liament have given rise to the compo

of that body and the japanese
election methods the latter are fash-
ioned after those of the united states
in many respects the preliminary
cAUcaucusesCUsee and conventions being like
those held in this country in most par-
ticularsticulars

but there toIs one thing about our
candidates said a japanese resident
of new york that tois unlike the amer-
ican candidateeandi date and that is he does not
ask hishia fellow citizens to place him in
nomination but allows them to ask
mmhim to become their candidate

the Sajapanese parliament consists of
fta huse of representatives known as
the in and a house of peers
known as the kitoku in there are

members in the lower house who
ateare elected for four years and about

members in the house of peers
whose term of officemee isin seven years

there is no positive number setpet for
themthe membership of the upper househous

because there are many hereditary
members and their number may be
augmented at any time by appoint-
ment at the hands of the emperor
all marquises and dukes are members
of the house of peers by virtue of
their titles the members of the im-
perial household and imperial princes
are also members of the house of
peers barons counts and viscounts
are eligible to election to the upper
house but none of these ranks may
be represented by more than one
fifth of its total membership in ad-
dition to these there are various per-
sons whom the emperor rewards for
distinguished services with a seat in
the upper house

the members who are elected are
chosen from among the largest tax-
payers in the various districts fift-een men whose taxes amount to a
certain sum a year are elected in each
district and they elect one of their
number he must be at least 30 years
old and may be a merdmerchanthant manu-
facturerfac or a member of one of the
learned professions the president
and the vice president of the upper
house are appointed by the emperor

members of the lower house are all
elected by popular vote each male of
the age of 25 years who has lived one
year or more in the district in whichthe election takes place may vote pro-
vided he has paid at least 15 yen indirect taxes exclusive of what he paid
in local taxes when the voter is 30
years old he is also eligible to member-
ship in the lower house without anyachy
further qualifications but a man whoalready holds an office in the judiciary
police or correction department who
has an office in the imperial household
or is in any way connected with the
customhousecustom house may not become a
candidate for themthe house of depre
sentatives

when the members are elected theycome together and elect three of theirnumber as worthy of the place of pre-
siding officer from these three theemperor selects the president and vicepresident of the body
the lists of voters are made up by

officers of various districts and are
completed on or before april 20
from that time until july 1 when the
elections take place much active cam-
paign work is done the nominationsare made in the various counties or
districts and on election day the chief
officer of the county takes charge ofthe voting in his district the vot-
ing places are all in the municipalbuilding and are open on elLielectionetton day
from 7 a m until 6 p m the voter
presents himself at the inspectors desk
on which the ballot boxes axeare placed
and after writing his name and op-
posite that the name of the person for
whom he desires to vote on a book
kept for that purpose he deposits his
ballot in cases where a voter cannot
write an officer may write for him
but the election books must show that
such help had been extended to the
voter

outside the building there are many
men who yell and cheer for their can-
didate and burtton hole the voters as
they come to the voting place an act
in many respects like the crowd around
a rural american election place those
who compose the outside cheering and
electioneeringelectioneering crowds are for the most
part young men from the schools and
colleges and their influence with the
voters is anxiously sought by the can-
didatesdi

after the pools are closed the county
officers take charge of the boxes and
place them under lock and key in the
municipal building where they remain
until the next morning when they are
opened and examined by a board of in-
spectorsspec tors on whose report the candi-
dates are declared elected

the next general election will take
place in july 1809

THE SPREAD OF AN IDEA J

among the many evidences of thetaegrowth of nonpartisannon partisan or non
cal ideas when associated with city
and municipal rule surely i nothing
more remarkable has come through
the press than a speech made lastthursday night in new york city bygovernor hazen S pingree of michi-gan the speaker reviewed his ad
ministration as mayor orof detroitDetroitandandit is the most splendid record of
gle and triumph of patriotism overpolitics that has been presented thetelegrams give quite a synopsis andthe reading thereof is quite an inspira-
tion friends of local reform can re-
alize how many such questions are be-fore this community As the newsnews
has already said there is opportunityyenough for legitimate contest roomenough for steady and continuouswworkork without dragging in bolensno lens
volens those issues which are remote 1

and outside the reach of city councilsgreat and small f

such a question is now before thepeople here and now viz the aleh a
school question which should be deter mined on a board a generous scaleeven but yet with due regard to Massociated conditions

without accepting the word of tthosewho champion the cause or quesquestion-ing their motive it would appearPrather unseemly for interested profetprofpro fealejsignals to be the leading or prom
nent advadvocates of the educationaleducation 1I
scheme it is a matter of eXPer tenae al

1

that this interested element one con
tenuously absorbed in it is a very amag i4gres sive one and it has been demon A

grated often that from their standpointstadpoin
such persons are not considerate althettas
of expediency or of the ability 0off ahrthwho provide the sinews of war

school teaching is in utah at prespre
quite a desirable position as is deby the number of appetapplleareceived continuously from evstate in the union the writer toisaadvocate of low remuneration1 atwhere for faithful work yet the djs
fici ency of public schools would be mway impaired if a general reductionreductiolo
salaries took place all through
sabschoolcolp of this city noting Atheepend iture of a familfamiliartax school a WL rago it was seen that it cost tthee freaaury about eleven dollars annually
each registered pupil exclusive ofterest on sixty thousand dollars i

annual repairs for the building so
coupled

it Is believed also by many t
ers that they should knoknow whether 8

the pupils of the city schools are b
fide citizens or otherwise and it ato
also be interesting to such to find
how many parents of the childrentaxpayers not the payers of a nonnoni i

socia tedd poll tax but legally apiaptaxes from the possession of real es
or personal property

the public school facilities were itell1
eluded in governor Pingrees improve
ments but he evidently had looked isal
along the line for in his ad intion the city acquired its 0own elecelect fEo
light plant and gave public alluilium
tition at less than half the old rigas also waswas reduced one third
roads unknown here were made

p

lie thoroughfares street car tp
were greatly increased and the oostcost
transportation lessened and tphone rates were also reduced tard
opposition seventy five per T
this might seem like egotistfi
chance but the resume
pardonable in the sunusunlightgt i

patriotism and thought a

the interests of the laboring pap1

V
elonso a few thousand
scattered all through the lendland
lesson the burdens of an opiop
people and probably preserve
ebullition and those upheavals


