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allow themselvesvei to be controlled by
anyny influence that does not appeal to
their judgment and to their conception
of right it is not necessary for people
to surrender their agency or their jjudg-
mentnientinin order to be united

the spirit of god is the cause of un-
ion let one man have the spirit of
godglod in america rodand another have it
at the antipodes and if they were
brought together they would seeaee alike
on the same principles they would
notdot differ but they would be one
this is the characteristic that attends
the preaching of the gospel by aboth
utter day saints it tois this that makes
the work a marvelous work and a won
derw just as the prophet said it would
Wb it isin a marvelous work it is con-
trary to all human experience outside
orof this church to see people dwelling
together as the latter day saints have
donealddone and do in these valleys it is
phenomenalphenomena in its character because
nowhere else can you see an exhibit
botlon of it men say all manner of
things concerning it bitsbecausecause of its
strangeness it being so different from
anything else that is known men
attempt to philosophisephilosophise upon it they
try to explain the reason for it tindand
have recourse to all manner of views

B erroneous as they possibly can be
concerning the causes that produce
these results that we see throughout
these valleysvalley4 ignoring entirely the
truetnie cause and denying the
possibility that god is in
this movement and that his spirit
producesproduced these results yet this is the
only clear and sufficient reason it is
the only one by which all this can be
accounted for human power could not
havhavedoneedone what has been done among
the latter day saints it was beyond
the power of human wisdom it was
beyond the limit of human power it
requiredsquaredsqui red a divine power to work out

thew grand results for contemptible
Asan the latter day saints may be in
the eyes of some despised as thiahryy may
be this power that has brought this
congregation together antiand thatchat has
gatheredfathered these people from the remotest
flaarts of the earth is ELa grand power it
8 a power that is beyond that of man
alanu in no instance in and of himself

as eer been able to accomplish any-
thing comparableble with it and to say
thathuberetherecominalecominis no god in this it would
rerequitetitreJUIte more faith on my part to be-
lieve that than it does to believe that
god is in this movement I1 can ac-
count for it when I1 go to god I1 can
account for all the results I1 witness
when I1 go to him because he can ac-
complishcom these and is it not godlike
to unite peoplespeopled hearts to make them
one to create alove within them that
they never hadbad before to draw them
tAtogethergether by bands stronger thanthad death
and to unite them with indissoluble
titistit tiis it certainly is and there is
nothing short of the power of god that
could accomplish this

Asan I1 have said we are the freest
people upon the tamface of the earth we
haveave heard this afternoon concerning
the offofficersleers of this church having
authority and howbow the people should
listen to them this is all very well
lain its place but does any man who
occupies this stand the stand of the
first presidency have the right to
teach the people doctrines and they be
required to receive them independent
of their own investigation and exam
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1 nation certainly not the great
characteristic of this gospel is that
every human being who embraces it
has the right to know for himself con-
cerning its divinity it is distinguished
in this respect from all the systems of
men the constant appeal that is
given to jhb members of this church
is you enquire for yourselves you
go to the lord the fountain of all
knowledge and learn for yourselves
concerning the truth of these things y

thisthin is the constant exhortation and
teaching of the elders when they go
out on missions to preach the gospel
to the people I1 would not baptize a
man I1 never did baptize wieope without
pleading with him with all the energy
of my soul to ask god for himself
that hebe might have a testimony from
golgod that that which he was about to
espouse was the gospel of the lord
jesusjesua christ individuals who would
loinjoin the church upon somebody alses
persuasions are of no value for when the
day of trial and perplexity should come
their faith would melt away and they
would leave the body of the church
wise elders desire no such converts as
these even among the heibet
where they have gone they have
taught them that therehere was a great
being our father toin heaven to
whomho
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they could appeal and from

whom they could receive communica-
tion for themselves and a testimony
regarding the principles that were
wight to them this is the secret of
the tenacity with which the latter
day saints clitiacling to their faith in the

of imprisonment in the midst
when life has been ap-

parentlypatentlyly at stake and when it has
seemed as though to save life it would
be necessary to deny the principles
that they believed ininin in that dread hour
they have stood firmarm and have faced
the consequences without blenching
because they knew for themselves that
this was of god they had obtained a
testimony from him in answer to
their prayers they had obeyed the
form otof doctrine that he hadbad revealed
and the blessings that had been prom-
ised
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had followed their obearobedience
therefore no trial or affliction has
been able to move the Llitterater day
saints or to disturb them in their
faith

this is no delusion this is not
hoodwinking men and leading them
blindly this is not taking away mans
agency this is not a system of fraud
or imposture this is not blinding
menmensmenisIs judgment and deluding them
by giving them sophistry and false
hood and appealing to their lower pas-
sions mormonism as it is called
itsis nothing of this kind it never
was it never will be but it liii just
what I1 have attempted so feebly to de-
scribe to you a system of salvation in
which men and women are taught to
find out for themselves that it origin-
ated with the father and that it is the
plan of salvation revealed for their re

this view of iland then
you can account for all that you seeme
you can account for the influence
that meumem have among the latter day
saints you can account for the co-
hesion of the latter day saints and for
their love you can account for every-
thing that you see that is
so different from that which exists
among other people take any other
view of it and a person is completely

at sea it Isid incomprehensible look-
ing at it from any other standpoint
familiar as I1 am with it I1 cannot con
ceide of any way off accounting for it
only the way chait I1 have attempted to
describe

I1 am exceedingly thankful that the
lord has revealed himself sufficiently
plain to enable people to know that
they can have an answer to their pray
ersere and can have a testimony concern
tuging theth latheath that they walk in I1 sup-
pose there are hundreds in this concongregrep
gatin who before they joined this
church were apprehensive respecting
their future when they thought about
heir future they were filled with un-
certainty and doubt they did not
know what to do or where to go in
order to have that uncertainty endand
doubt removed there was division
throughout all the religious world min-
isters of religion were quarreling as to
points of doctrine and as to the plan of
salvation every denomination bad a
different method which they taught to
all who enquired BHam the method by
which they should obtain salvation in
the midst of all this uncertainty honest
souls groped about seeking here and
there for the right path there is but
one path aconeone fafaithithoneone lord one
baptism as the great apostle said and
these honest souls in the various na-
tions were groping for this bathenpath en-
quiring of these professedemd leaders where
it lay and how they could enter it and
each minister pointing out hisbis path his
little track as the right booone whatwhat
were men and women to do under such
circumstances filled with doubt and
anxiety concerning their future they
did not know what to do in the
midst orthisofthis confusion and uncertainty
a man appeared he sayssaye 111 am a
servant of god god has restored the
everlasting gospel in its purity and
power he has restored the authority
to administer the ordilordinances of that
gospel and I1 prompromiseilse you that if you
will believe in jesus repent of your
sins and be baptized for the remission
efthemof them you shall receive the holy
ghoca audand you shall know for yourself
that the doctrine which you havebave
embraced is the doctrine of the
lamb of god pl how many soulssoule
have been gladdened by that mesmessagesagel
how many hearts have leaped with
joy and thanksgiving how many
have thought it is tootod good to be
true all I1 fear is that it is not true pa

but believing him they have believed
in jesus they have repented of their
sins they have been baptized for the
remission of them they have received
the laying on of hands for the reception
of the holy ghost and what has been
the result doubt has vanished gloom
has passed away uncertainty nasbag left
them every apprehension concerning
their future has disappeared why
they have found the path they sought
they have entered it it is the path
that leatisleads to eternal glory in the pres-
ence of god they have left the little
side tracks the little footpathsfoot paths and the
byways audand they have entered upon
the straight and narrow aabI1 which

to life eternal and they have
received the testimony of the sonboa of
god in the gift of the holy ghost that
has been poured out upon them wit-
nessing unto them that that which
they have done has been done I1in ac-
cordancecor dance with the will ofdf zagod
travel throughout thethese vales


