
tweTHE101 DESERETD M S M MM rr mewsitawNEWSa jolyjulyJjoiyoly 7

ad I1 S 0 0 U TR S M

ewaKWA DELIVERED BY

ELDERELBEE ORSON PRATT
wajiin the6 bernadetabernacleTa salt lake

city september ath 1879

REPORTED RYBY JOHN IRVINE

IT1 is with feelings of thanksgiving
to my father wilc is in heaven that
I1 stand before you thistilis afternoon af-
ter having been absent from this
place for some nine months that are
past

I1 suppose that the latter day
saints who are congregated here
understand the object of the mission
which was given to me to go to
great britain and there get the
pages of the book of mormon and
the book ofor doctrine and covenants
electrotypedelectro typed with double sets of
plates for the purpose of spreading
forth copies of these works among
the inhabitants of the eeartharth by
hundredshundred of thousands I1 therefore
feelfeelveryavery much pleased to have the
privilegebrivil ege of bearing testimony to
you that I1 have through the bles-
sing of the lord been enabled to0
finish or complete the work that
was given me to do in relation to
these two standard works of our
church

had it not been for the book of
11mormondimon this territory would not be
occupied by a people called the lat
ter day saints that lays at the
foundation of the work of thelastthe last
days in which we are engaged all
of you are acquainted if you have
endeavored to exercise your judg-
ment and your capacities as intelli-
gent beings with the nature of that
book if your are not acquainted
with it you certainly ought0 to be
we all ought to inform ourselves
concerning every principle that is
contained in that record we ought
to make ourselves very familiar also
with the book that is called the
book of doctrine and covenants
given by divine revelation in the
generation in which we are permit-
ted to live these two books we
asasi a people esteem to be as sa-
cred as any other revelations
which were ever given to the humanhumin
family we look upon the book
of mormon as a very precious re-
cord a precious blessing to the
people who live in this dispensation
a divine work a divine revelation
it has now been before thetile world
almost 50 years been published
overolder 49 years and the whole world
jfif they had seen proper to inform
themselves concerning the nature
of the work could have been bless-
ed with tiletiie privilege it is a work
which the lord our god has com-
mencedfenced by his own power the
book was not written by the wisdom
of man by the inspiration of man
but etwasit was written by the command-
ment of the most high god itwas written as revealed to a young
mannian the founder of this churechurch
under the divine influence of thee
holy spirit this younyoung man being
inspired of god and hainbainhaving revelrevela-
tions

a
granted to him from heaven

had the privilegelege of bringing forth
this sacred record to the inhabitants
of thischis generation tilethe record was
translated as the latter day saints
understand and as the world gener-
ally have been informed by revekarevela-
tion by the inspiration of the holy
ghost through the aid of an instru-
ment that was used anciently and
called the arim and Thummim
the lord did not in revealing this
work to us rerequireIre us to jareceivebelve it
blindly andfeirelreenthusiastically but
to receive it on good substantial
sound evidence such as we cannot
controvertcon such as we cannot con
travict evidence that no reasonable
personpieisom having the common creasoreason-
ing faculties of man can consistentconsistanni
y rerejectjeetleet the lord did not

raise up this church did not
commence its foundation until
he revealed this book and in the
revelation of this book he fulfilled
many predictions made in ancient
daydaysR by the mouth of the jewish
prophetsprophet and also thetiie apostles that
succeeded the jewish prophetspronh ets
they as they were moved
uupon by tilethe holy ghost andagntheyy predicted that such a
work would comeconle forth in thothe
latter times and if this is not
the work as the world say it
is not then wevve are to look forward
to the day whenwilen a similar work will
be brought forth by the power of
almighty god for the events pre
dieteddieter by the mouth of the prophetsropbets
recorded in the jewish bibnibbiblebibieae never
canean be be brought
to pas unless a work of a similar
description1

Pngi ap9 the gilg at hisbas been

antedpresented to the people of the nine
h century shall come forth

the book of mormon we say Is
just as sacred as the bible the old
and new testament we cannot
see any reason why we should ex-
clude all other books from the com-
piled books of the jewish bible we
have nothing in the compiled
works of this bible king james
translation we have no declara-
tions in this book that the canon of
scripture should be full at the close
of the fourth century of the chris-
tian eraem we have no declarations
in this book that about years
after christ there should be a
church or people on the earth that
should collect together manuscript
books and call it the bible and that
that should be a complete revela-
tion of gods will or that there
were no other sacred books in exist-
ence only what the catholic church
at the close of the fourth century
happened to collect together we
believe that god is the god of all
nationsnationsasas well as the god of the
jews we believe that he did not
confine his divine powerbower and the
inspiration of his spirit tooneto one little
spot of our globe although he did
work wonderfully and in a marvel-
ous manner inin the land of pales-
tine among the jews and did shew
forth his power by raising up pro-
phets

ro
and revelatorsrevelatory and apostelapostle

yet we cannot IL our views limit
the almighty as the christian na-
tions do and say that liehe has never
spoken to any other people we
cannot with the intelliintelligencegenee and
light has given to us say
thattsat the bible is the only revelation
of god to man wowe believe that
liehe made all nations and all the in-
habitantshabitants of the earthcarth we bellevebelieve
that he had as much regard fornor the
ten tribes after they revolted
from the house of judah and
separated themselves into a
distinct nation we believe
that he had as much regard for
them when they would work right-
eousness as he had for the jews
who dwelt in jerusalem and in the
vicinity of that great capital city
indeed the ifordlord has shown to us
that liehe was no respectrespecterkr of persons
so far as the ten tribes were concern
eda he had revealed himself to them
some of the greatest prophets that
were raised up in dayslays of old before
the coming of the messiah were
proprophetsbets that lived among the ten
tribes who were not jews not in-
cluded in the house of judah or the
two tribes and a half forfon instance
elijaheiljah who had such great power
given him from god that lie could
call upon god and the heavens would
be shut up so that there would be
no rain fall upon the earth accord-
ing to his prayer for three and a
half years A man with such faith
that after three and a half years of
great famine prayed before the
lord to ssendn rain and rainmin was
given immediately A man with
such power that when his enemies
came to take him when a captain
of fifty with his fifty came to take
this good man mockingly calling
him a man of god he said to the
captain of fifty if I1 bee a man of
god let fire come dodown from heaven
and consume thee and thy fifty
and it was done accordiaaccording to his
word he was not a jewish proph-
et he was a prophet of the ten tribes
A man also that had such great
faith in god that he was taken
away from the earth in a chariot of
fire and waftedwafred to the abodes of im-
mortality among the immortal
beings here then was a prophet
raised up among another branch of
the house of israel here was also
ellabaehsha another prophet not a jew-
ish prophet but a prophet of the ten
tribes were not their rovelarevelationslions
just as sacred as the revelations
of the prophertprophest of judah
they certainly were and were
incorporated in the dewishjewish bible
were there any other branch-
es of israel besides those ten
tribes who dweltondwelt in the northern
parts of the land of palestine andand
the jews yes we read in various
parts of this bible that many of the
house of israel were taken away
from the mainmalnmaimaln body who dwelt in
palestine and scattered to the four
quarters of the earth did god
forget them midand their genera-
tions after them after they were thus
scattered I1 think not leialeea did not
forget them and in the days of their
righteousness he revealed himself
to them and to his prophets and
this great and choice american con-
tinent was once peopled by thetiie seed
of israel not the ten tribes not
especially the jewish nation but a
small remnant of one tribe namely
the descendants of joseph who was
carried into egypt these ameri-
can indians scattered over thisthia
groat ccontinentailt ofor ours nr thothe UP

ral descendants of the chosen seed
now dodoudo you suppose that thetile al-
mighty who desires the salvation of
the children of men would take a
company however great or small it
might be and locate them upon
such a great and vast continent as
ours and leave them without any
guidance by revelation from him
leave them from generation to gene-
ration without prophets and without
revelatorsrevelatory suchbuch an event Is incon-
sistent to my mind god who is no
respecter of persons who loves all
people of all nations of all kindreds
and tongues surely would not thus
lead away the chosen seed and
plant them upon such aavastvast conti
nent as ourssours and obscure or with-
drawdraw himself and leave them in to-
tal ignorance without any revela-
tion from heaven what is the
book of mormon it is their record
their bible their revelations their
predictions their doctrines their
manifestations and visions and their
history the same as the bible is the
record and history of the jews
why then should it be thought in-
consistent with the character of god
that lielle should bring forth records
so sacred so great so important to
join with the testimony of the jew-
ish record that thetile nations of the
last daysdaya might have the testimony
of two hemispheres that god is the
same god that his doctrines are
everlasting the same unchangeable
gopegospelI1 and planpianan of salvation and
that his peopeoplepae israel were as pre-
cious to him on the western hemis-
phere as they were on the eastern
and that the great atonement whizwhich
we are now celebrating in this
house should not be shut put from
the minds of the people in
the western hemisphere Is it
consistent that this should be the
case there is not a man livingjiving
who will free himself from the tra-
ditions of false doctrines tha
prevailed for many generations but
what will say it is godlike it is con-
sistent with the character of the al-
mighty to reveal himself to tiletiie
western hemisphere as well as to the
greatreat eastern hemisphere and if he
didid this would there be anything in-
consistent that these records should
be brought to light in the last days
Is god limited in his powerpowell I1 ap-
peal to thetho whole of christendom
do we as christians believe in the
lord jesus christ and in his father
as being limited in their power and
that people should be left without
divine knowledge without informa-
tion from heaven when it is so easy
for ththemem to reveal Is not the know-
ledge of god to cover the earth ac-
cordingcording to the prediction of isaiah
the prophet as the waters cover the
great deep beforebenore the end shall
come are not many inin the last
days to run to and fro and know-
ledge be increased and when
I1 speakspeariakeak of knowlknowledgeedme I1 mean
that knowledge whichwillich is of
god the knowledge revealed
from heaven concerning the great
plan of salvation it is reasonable
it is consistent it is in accordance
with the jewish bible that god
should reveal himself and the plan
of salvation to the people of the lat-
ter

at-
ter days that the knowledge of god
may truly cover the earth as the
waters cover the great deep in re-
vealing this additional knowledge
will it do any harm Is there any
church on the face of the whole
earth that is in the least degree
harmed by the additional revela-
tions sent from heaven I1 think
not what harm is there in the
lordslonds making manifest to the peo-
ple in this western hemisphere that
tilethe same gospel was preached to tilethe
inhabitants of this land as was
preached to the jews and the people
of the eastern continent in ancient
days who is harmed among all
the religious denominations ofchris-
tendombendot the four hundred millions
of christians so called by the addi-
tion of further revelation did it
harm any of the branches of the
church that were anciently chris-
tian after they had the book of
matthew revealed to them to be
permitted to have a testimony from
another inspired manmail called the
book of mark I1 think there was no
harm in writing his
ter matthew had written7 his it
did no harm to the ancient chris-
tians that luke should write his tes-
timony of the gospel that john
should write his that john should
be permitted to receive a great pro-
phecy and revelation on thelsiethe isleisie of
patmos did that close revelation
from god no because we find that
the lord inspired john to write his
testimony of the gospel showing
that the canon of scripture was not
closed up when john left patmos
what harm is there for another na-
tion to know abou prophet mo-
pes tiletilotl TVfprdrd juijugsunrun ohrchr and thothe

atonement that lie made by his own
susufferingfrering and death would it not
be a privilege and blessing for the
ancient inhabitants of america to
be informed concerning the only
way by which they could be saved
in the kingdom of god the book
of mormon records the fact that
jesus did appear on this american
continent after his resurrection
from the dead that he did adminis-
ter jnin person in his immortal body
after his resurrection for several
days in the midst of this remnant
of israel the forefathers of these
american indians what gospel
did he teach did he teach one
gospe I1 in asia and another in an-
cient america no if the same gos-
pel then is taught who is harmed
among the four hundred mil-
lions of christians by having
the information concerning it it
seems to me as if I1 could imagine
the feeling of the strangers that may
be present this afternoon I1 can
imagine some one saying oh it
would be a very beautiful theory if
we could only believe it if we only
had testimony sufficient to believe
what you latter day saints declare
that tilethe book of mormon is actually
a divine revelation of the gospel
as it was preached in ancient
america if we knew this fact
we could not denounce
it as something that was calculated
in its nature to destroy the peace
and hahappinessiness of christendom but
we shoushould consider it a great bless-
ing to the human family if we only
had the evidence and testimony
that the facts are aaas you stamestate
tbthemem now I1 exexpectact these
thoughtsthoughis are running throughough the
minds of some inindividualsividuals here
well now what must be the evi-
dence Whwhatatwouldwould you naturally
suppose would be the kind of evi-
dence that theford almighty would
give to substantiate the divinity of
A book that is almost two thirds as
voluminous as the jewish bible
can you imagine up any testimony
thatoughoughtt to be given to coneonconvincevincesince
the children of men well says
one if we could only have it con-
firmed by the ministration of angels
that would be an evidence a great
evidence or testimony the in-
habitants of this generation for
nearly 50 years have had the tes-
timony of three men besides the
boy that translated the book of mor-
mon the testimony of three wit-
nesses the lord would not
his church to be organized would
not summersuffer his servants to build up
this kingdom on the earth this
ecclesiastical kingdom until he gave
sufficientlelent evidence unto three chosen
witnesses as well as the boy that
translated the work their testi-
mony is given in connection with
the book and there is no man living
that can contradict their testimony
or eancan prove it to be untrue the
witnesses themselves have nevernevar
denied ththeir testimony and not only
three other witnesses who saw the
angel heard the words of his mouth
saw the glory of his countenance
and saw the plates the original
plates from which the book of mor-
mon was translated but also eaeightlit
other witnesses who saw the pplatesa s
but did not see the angel they sawbawa
the plates at another time saw the
engravings uuponanthethe plates handled
them with breirtheirthein hands and have
recorded their testimony hence
we have the testimony of the young
manmau that was called by the angel to
translate and bring forth the booklook
and then the testimony of 11 other
witnesses besides in tilethe mouth of
two or three witnesses we are told
in the jewish record every word
shall be established but god saw
fit to give twelve witnesses before
the church of the latter day saints
ever had an existence on this earth
that certainly ought to be sufficient
to begin the work with to begin to
lay the foundation of the church
to begin to enlighten the minds of
the children of men concerning
what god was about to do upon the
face of the earth but iaretare we con-
fined to these twelve men and their
testimony farepareare there no other
means by which we may for our-
selves come to a knowledge that this
work is divine I1 will tell you howbow
the lord has provided in a godlike
manner just as we would natural-
ly expect he would do that the
children of men however weak
frail and imperfect in their judg-
ment if they have the common
sense and common attainments that
the children of men generally have
may not only have a faith concern-
ing the truth of this work founded
on the evidence of others but also
aa knowledge for themselves and
liowhow is this saysbays one how can
people getjet a realpeal knowledgekno that this
book is divine pasq imeone IT

like1140 to embracembel t bibilP then youpoll nrcarc

so unpopular still if I1 knew it to
be true perhaps some stranger may
say in his heart if I1 knew that god
was ththee authorauthor of itII11I 1I would not
mind anything about the contume-
ly crer allyailyanythingthing about the unpopu-
larity of the people called latter day
saints there isis a way to know
whether this work be true if you
will follow the conditions and what
aroare the conditions that god hashai s
pointed out by which we may re-
ceive a knowledge now as well as
they received a knowledge in an-
cient times concerning similar doc-
trines midand principlesprinciple it is by obe-
dience to the gospel of the son of
god the lordslord before he summeredsuffered
this church to be organized gave
authority to his servants to preach
the gospel and to organize his king-
dom on the earth in fulfillmentfulfilment of
the ancient prophecies in con-
nection with this authority lie
gaveave them authority to administer
the ordinances of thetile gospel to
those that would repent of their
sins and believe on the lord jesus
christ he gave theinthem lotnot only
power and authority to baptize that
is divine authority to baptize for
thetile remission of sins but aalsoaiso toW
lay their hands upon the heads of
baptized believers and pronounce
upon them the blessings of the holy
ghost as they did in ancient days
this was placing the people of thistills
encration in a condition to prove

whether this work was divine or
not the eldersEiders were sent forth I1inn
the early risenise of this church saying
unto the people ifyou will repent
of your sins ifyou will turn from
everything that is evil if youjouvourou willwiil
with all your hearts enter into a
covenant with the almighty to obey
the lord of righteousness to keepk
his commandments to do rightelghbeillallali
your future days andanji will be bap-
tized by the authority that godbaygod has
given from heaven and also be con-
firmed by the laying on of hands
god will give you the holy ghost
and by this gift of tile holy ghost
you shall know that the book of
mormon is a divine revelation and
that this is the church and the
kingdom of the living god I1

very many honest hearted people inin
the americanamerlean union in the nation
of great britain in thetile various na-
tions of europe and upon the
islandsIslandsorof the sea have tested the
truth of this commandment of god
givenaverl unto his servant in the first
riseilse and beginning of this church
did tilttilitheyy receive the holy ghost
they testify that they did Ttheyey say
that by obeying that message
which you brought to us
which you testified that god hadllad
sent you to preach the promises you
made to us are fulfilled you stated
that we should receive the holy
ghost we have received it because
we have humbled ourselves before
god we have been baptized by
you vouyou stated yousou held authori-
ty we believed it from testimony
that you dvegave us that such was the
case but we did wotnot know it we
wentvent forth and acted upon our faith
and now we can testify we know
you are the servants of god for god
has fulfilled the promise which he
has given to us through your word
thus scores of thousands have prov-
ed the divinity of this work you
marvel that thistilis people are so well
united you marvel that we come
out from the nations of the earth
and assemble ourselves in one you
marvel what it is that prompts this
people called latter day saints to
come from the lands of theirthein fore-
fathers from the islands of the sea
from distant nations and assemble
themselves here in thistinsgreat basin of
north america it is not man that
has accomplished this work it is
because you have received the holyghost that you are here in these
valleys it11 is because god witnessed
unto you inin your own lands before
you started upon your journey that
he hadllad again spoken to the inhab-
itants of the earth as in ancient
days you there learned that this
was his true church his true king-
dom established upon the earth as
liehe predicted by the mouth of his
servants and you felt anxious tato be
gathered with the rest of the saints
that had the same testimony with
you hence you gather not only
from choice but by actual command-
ment we do not gather here
merely for the sake of being to-
getherther but it is because the sameeegodod who revealed the book of mor-
mon by his servant joseph tiletilo
youth of whom I1 havellave spoken that
same boy received another revela-
tion which is published in the book
of doctrine and covenants which I1
nownovy holdhoid in my hand commanding
the latter day saints to gather out
of aliall nations of the earth to this
Almorleanamerican continent hericehence you
came homhow because souyou hadlim 1
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