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IT is with feelings of thanksgiving
to my Father whc is in heaven,that
I stand before you this afternoon, af-
ter having been absent from this
p]ﬂ? for some nine months that are
ast.
A I suppose that the Latter-day
Saints who are congregated here,

Jju

teenth century shall come forth.

The Book of Mormon, we say, is
st as sacred as the Bible—the Old
and New Testament. We cannot
see any reason why we should ex-
clude all other books from the com-
piled books of the Jewish Bible. We
bave mnothing in the compiled
works of this Bible, (King James’
translation), we have no declara-
tions in this book, that the canon of
scripture should be full, at the close
of the fourth century of the Chris-
tian era. We have no declarations
in this book, that about 400 years
after Christ there should be a
church or people on the earth that
should collect together manuscript

books, and call it the Bible, and that
that should be a complete revela-

understand the object of the mission | tion of God’s will, or that there

which was given to me, to go to
Great Britain, and there get the

pages of the Book of Mormen, and
the Book of Doctrine and Covenants,
electrotyped, with double sets of
plates, for the purpose of spreading
forth copies of these works, among
the inhabitants of the earth by
hundreds of thousands. I therefore,
feel very much pleased to have the
privilege of bearing testimony to
you, that I have, through the bles-
sing of the IL.ord, been enabled fto
finish or complete the work that
was given me to do, in relation to
these two standard works of our
Church.

Had it not been for the Book of
Mormon, this territory would not be
occupied by a people called the Lat-
ter-day Saints. That lays at the
foundation of the work of the last
days, in which we are engaged. All
of you are acquainted, if you have
endeavored to exercise your judg-
ment and your capacities as intelli-
gent beings, with the nature of that
Book. If your are not acquainted
with it you certainly ought to be.
We all ought to inform ourselves
concerning every principle that is
contained in that record. We ought
to make ourselves very familiar also,
with the Book that is called the
Book of Doctrine and Covenants,
given by divine revelation in the
generation in which we are permit-
ted to live. These two books, we
as a people, esteem to be as sa-
cred as any other revelations
which were ever given to the human
family. We look upon the Book
of Mormon as a very precious re-
cord,—a precious blessing to the
people who live in this dispensation,
a divine work,—a divine revelation.
It has now been before the world
almost 50 years, been published
over 49 years; and the whole world,
if they had seen proper to inform
themselves, concerning the nature
of the work, could have been Dbless-
ed with the privilege. It is a work
which the Lord our God has com-
menced by his own power. The
book was not written by the wisdom
of man, by the inspiration of man,
but it was written by the command-
ment of the most High God. It
was written as revealed to a young
man, the founder of this Churel,
under the divine influence of the
Holy Spirit, This young man being
inspired of God, and having revela-
tions granted to him from heaven,
had the privelege of bringing forth
this sacred record to the inhabitants
of this generation. The record was
translated, as the Latter-day Saints
understand, and as the world gener-
ally have been informed, by revela-
tion, by the inspiration of the Holy
Ghost, through the aid of an instru-
ment that was used anciently, and
called the Urim and Thumraim.
The Lord did not, in revealing this
work to us, require us to receive it
blindly and enthusiastically, but
to receive it on good substantial,
sound evidence, such as we cannot
conftravert, such as we cannot con-
tradict—evidence that no reasonable

rsom, having the common reason-
ng faculties of man, can consistant
ly reject. The Lord did not
raise up this Church, did not
commence its foundation, wuntil
he revealed this Book; and in the
revelation of this Book, he fulfilled
many predictions, made in ancient
days, by the mouth of the Jewish
prophets, and also the apostles that
succeeded the Jewish
They spake as they were moved

upon by the Holy Ghost; and
they predicted that such a
work would come forth in the

latter times; and if this is not
the work, as the world say it
is not, then we are to look forward
to the day when a similar work will
be brought forth by the power of
Almighty God; for the events pre-
dicted by the mouth of the prophets,
recorded in the Jewish Bib?ﬂ, never
can be fulfilled,néver can be brought
to pass, unless a work of a similar

were no other sacred books in exist-
ence, only what the Catholic church
at the close of the fourth cenfury
happened to collect together. We
beﬁeve that God is the God of all
nations, as well as the God of the
Jews. We believe that he did not
confine his divine power, and the
inspiration of his Spirit to one little

spot of our globe. Although he did | so sacred, so great, so impo

work wonderfully, and in a marvel-

mighty, who desires the salvation of
the children of men, would take a
company, however great or small it
might be, and locate them upon
such a great and vast continent as
ours, and leave them without any
guidance by revelation from him?—
Jeave them from generation to gene-
ration without prophets and without
revelators? Such an event is incon-
sistent to my mind. - God, who isno
respecter of persons, who loves all
people of all nations, of all kindreds,
and tongues, surely would not thus
lead away the chosen seed, and
plant them upon such a vast conti-
nent as ours and obscure or with-
draw himself, and leave them in to-
tal ignorapce, without any revela-
tien from heaven. What is the
Book of Mormon? It is their record,
their Bible, their revelations, their

predictions, their doctrines, their |

manifestations and visions, and their
history, the same as the Bible is the
record and history of the Jews,
Why then should it be thought in-
consistent with the character of God
that he should bring forth records,
rtant to
join with the testimony of the Jew-

ous manner, in the land of Pales-|ish record that the nations of the
tine among the Jews, and did shew | last days might have the testimony

forth his power by raising up pro-
liiletﬂ, and revelators, and apostles.

et we cannot, ia our views, limit
the Almighty as the Christian na-
tions do, and =ay that he has never
spoken to any other ple. We
cannot, with the intelligenee and
light that God has given (o us, say
that the Bible is the only revelation

of God to man. We believe that
he made all nations, and all the in-
habitants of the earth. We believe
that he had as much regard for the
ten tribes, after they revolted
from the house of Judah, and
separated themselves into a
distinct nation, we believe
that he had as much regard for
them, when they would work right-
eousness, as he had for the Jews
who dwelt in Jerusalem, and in the
vicinity of that great capital city.
Indeed the Lerd has shown to us,
that he was no mmﬁar of persons.
So far as the ten tribes were concern-
ed, he had revealed himself to them.
Some of the greatest prophets that
were raised up in days of old, before
the coming of the Messiah, were
prophets that lived among the ten
tribes, who were not Jews, not in-
cluded in the house of Judah, or the
two tribesand a half, For instance,
Elijjah who had such great power
given him from God, that he could
call upon God and the heavenswould
be shut up =0 that there would be
no rain fall upon the earth, accord-
inj to his prayer, for three and a
half years. A man with such faith,
that after three and a half years of
%?at famine, prayed before the

rd to send rain,and rain was
given immediately.

came to take him—when a captain

7 A man with | God,
such power, that when his enemies | from heaven, concerning the

of two hemispheres that God is the

be a privilege and blessing for the
ancient inhabitants of America to
be informed concerning the only
way by which they could be saved
in the kingdom of God? The Book
of Mormon records the fact that
Jesus did appear on this American
continent, after his resurrection
from the dead; that he did adminis-
ter in person, in his immortal body,
after his resurrection, for several
days, in the midst of this remnant
of Israel, the forefathers of these
American Indians. What gospel
did he teach? Did he teach one
gospe 1in Asia and another in an-
cient America? No. If the same gos-
pel then is taught, who is harmed
among the four hundred mil-
lions of Christians, by having
the information concerning it? It
seems to me as if I could imagine
the feeling of the strangers that may
be present this afternoon. I can
imagine some one saying, ‘“Oh, it
would be a ver
we could only believe it; if we only
had testimony sufficient to believe

beautiful theory, if|

what you Latter-day Saints declare,
that the Book of Mormon is actually
a divine revelation of the gospel
as it was preached in ancient
America; if we knew this fact
we could not denounce

same God, that his doetrines are
everlasting, the same unchangeable
gospel and plan of salvation, and
that his ple Israel were as pre-
cious to him on the western hemis-
phere as they were on the eastern,
and that the great atonement which
we are now celebrating in this
house, should not be shut put from
the minds of the ple in
the western hemisphere? Is it

consistent that this should be the|dence?
There is not a man living, | suppose would be the kind of evi-|Your future days, angl will be bap-

case?

it as something that was caleulated

in its nature to destroy the peace
and ha gineaﬂ of Christendom, but
we shou

| eneration in a condition to

say in his heart, “if I knew that God
was the author of ity I would not

‘'mind anything about the contume-

Jy, cr anything about the unpopu-
larity of the people called Latter-day
Baints.” Thereis a way to know
whether this work be true, if you
will follow the conditions. And what
are the conditions that God has
poinfed out, by which we may re-
ceive a knowledge now as well as
they received a knowledge in an-
cient times, concerning similar doc-
trines and principles? It is by obe-
dience to the gospel of the Son of
God. The Lord, before he suffered
this Church to be organized, gave
authority to his servants to preach
the gospel and to organize his king-
dom on the earth in fulfilment of
the ancient prophecies. In con-
nection with this authority, he
gave them authority to administer
the ordinances of the gospel to
those that would repent n?etheir
sins and believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ. He gave them not only

wer and authority to baptize—that
18 divine authority to baptize—for
the remission of sins, but also to
lay their hands upon the heads of
baptized believers and pronounce
upon them the blessings of the Holy
Ghost as they did in ancient days.
This was placing the people of this
prove
whether this work was divine or
The Elders were sent forth in

ing to the human family if we only

had the evidence an

consider it a great bless-|not.

testimony | unto the

the early rise of this church, saying
people, ““If you will repent

that the facts are as you statelof your sins—if you will turn from

them.”

these | everything that is evil, if you will

Now 1 ezéﬁect _
thoughts are runnin rough the| with all your hearts enter intoa
minds of some individuals here. | covenant with the Almighty to obey
Well, now, what must be the evi-|the Lord of righteousness, to kee

What would you naturally

his commandments, to do right a

who will free himself from the tra-|dence that the Lord Almi hty would tized by the authority that God has

ditions of false doctrines that have | give to substantiate the

prevailed for many generations, but |a book that is almost two-thirds as

what will say it is god

like, it is con- | voluminous as the Jewish Bible? |

sistent with the character of the Al-| Can you imag
mighty to reveal himself to the|thatought to be

ine up any testimony
given to convince

ivinity of | given from heaven, and also be con-

firmed by the Jaying on of hands,
God will give you the Holy Ghost,
and by this gift of the Holy Ghost
you shall Anow that the Book of

western hemisphere as well as to the | the children of men? ‘“Well,” says | Mormon is a divine revelation, and
great eastern hemisphere, and if he | one,, ‘“if we could only have it con-

id this would there be anything

in- | firmed by the ministration of angels,

consistent that these records should | that would be an evidence, a great

be brought to light in the last days?

Is God limited in his power? 1 ap-

peal to the whole of Christendom,

do we as Christians believe in the

Lord Jesus Christ and in his Father,

as being limited in their power, and

that people should be left without

divine knowledge, without informa-

tion from heaven, when it is so easy

for them to reveal? 1s not the know-

ledge of God to cover the earth, ac-

cording to the

the prughet, as the waters cover the

great deep, before the end shall

| come? Are not many, in the Jast
days, to run to and fro, and know-

ledge be increased, and when

I speak of knowledge I mean

that knowledge which is of

the knowledge revealed
t

It is rensun%,ﬁ,

lan of =alvation.

of fifty with his fifty came to take |1t is consistent, it is in accordance

this good man, mockingly calling
him a man of God—he said to the
captain of fifty, ““IfI be a man of
God, let fire come down from heaven
and consume thee and thy fifty,”
and it was done, according to his
word. He was not a Jewish proph-
et; he was a prophet of the tentribes.
A man also that had such great
faith in God, that he was taken
away from the earth, in a chariot of
fire, and wafted to the abodes of im-
mortality, among the immortal
beings. Here then was a prophet,
raised up among another branch of
the House of 1srael. Here was also
Elisha, another prophet not a Jew-
ish prophet, but a prophet of the ten
tribes. Were not their revelations
just as sacred as the revelations
of the prophest of Judah?
They certainly were, and were

provhets. |

incorporated in the Jewish Bible.
Were there any other branch-
es of Israel besides those ten
tribes, who dwelt in the northern
rts of the lJand of Palestine, and
he Jews? Yes, we read in various
ts of this Bible, that many of the
ouse of Israel were taken away
from the main body who dwelt in
Palestine, and scattered to the four
uarters of the earth. Did God
orget them, and their genera-
tions after them, after they were thus
scattered? I think not, He did not
forget them; and in the days of their
righteousness, he revealed himself
to them, and to his prophets. And
this great and choice American con-
tinent was once peopled by the seed
of Israel, not the ten tribes, not
especially the Jewish nation, but a
small remnant of one tribe, namely

with the Jewish Bible, that God
should reveal himself and the plan
of salvation to the people of the lat-
ter days, that the knowledge of God
may truly cover the earth as the
waters cover the great deep. In re-
vealing this additional knowledge,
will it do any harm? Is there any
church on the face of the whole
earth that is in the least degree
harmed by the additional revela-
tions sent from heaven? I think
not. What harm is there in the
Lord’s making manifest to the peo-
ple in this western hemisphere, that
the same gospel was preached to the
inhabitants of this land as was
preached to the Jews and the people

of the eastern continent in ancient|

days? Who is harmed among all
the religious denominations of Chris-
tendom, the four hundred millions
of Christians, so called, by the addi-
tion of further revelation? Did it

harm any of the branches of the
church that were anciently Chris-
tian, after they had the Book of
Matthew revealed to them, to be
permitted to have a testimony from
another inspired man, called the
Book of Mark? I think there was no
harm in Mark’s writing his gospel,af-
ter Matthew had written his, It
did no harm to the ancient Chris-
tians that Luke should write his tes-
timony of the gospel; that John
should write his, that John should
be permitted to receive a great pro
hecy and revelation on the Isle of
tmos. Did that close revelation
from God? No, because we find that
the Lord inspired John to write his
testimony of the gospel, showing

rediction of Isaiah |

evidence or testimony.” The in-
habitants of this generation, for
nearly 50 years, have had the tes-
timony of three men, besides the
boy that translated the Book of Mor-
mon—the testimony of three wit-
nesses. The Lord would not suffer
his Church to be organized, would
not suffer his servants to build up
this kingdom on the earth—this
ecclesiastical kingdom, until he gave
sufficient evidence unto three chosen

———

translated the work. Their testi-
mony is given, in connection with
the book, and there is no mman living
that can contradict their testimony
or can prove it to be untrue. The
witnesses themselves have never
denied their testimony; and not onl
three other witnesses who saw the
angel, heard the words of his mouth,
saw the glory of his countenance,
and saw the plates—the original
plates from which the Book of Mor-

other witnesses who saw the plates,
but did not see the angel; they saw
the plates at another time; saw the
engravin ug:m,the plates, handled
them with their hands, and have
recorded their testimony. Hence
we have the testimony of the young
man that was called by the angel to
translate and bring forth the Kk,
and then the testimony of 11 other
witnesses besides. In the mouth of
two or three witnesses, we are told
in the Jewish record, every word
shall be established. But God saw

that this is the church and the
kingdom of the living God.”
Very many honest hearted peoplein
the American Union, in the nation
of Great Britain, in the various na-
tions of Europe, and upon the
[slandsof the Sea, have tested the
truth of this ecommandment of God
given unto his servant in the first
rise and beginning of this Church.
Did they receive the Holy Ghost?
I'hey testify that they did. They say,
that ‘by obeying that message
which you  Dbrought to wus
which you testified that God h

witnesses, as well as the boy that|sent you to preachﬁ the promises you

made to us are fulfilled. You stated
that we should receive the Holy
Ghost. We have received it because
we have humbled ourselves before
God. We have been baptized by

V) at

mon was translated, but also eight |

1

you. You stated you held authori-
We believed it from testimony
you gave us, that such was the
case, but we did not know it. We
went forth and acted upon our faith,
and now we can testify we know
i{}u are the servants of God: for God

as fulfilled the promise which he
has given to us through your word.”
Thus scores of thousands have prov-
ed the divinity of this work. You
marvel that this people areso well
united. You marvel that we come
out from the nations of the earth
and assemble ourselves in one. You
marvel what it is that prompts this
people called Latter-day Saints to
come from the lands of their fore-
fathers,; from the Islands of the Sea,
from distant nations, and assemble
themselves here in this great basin of
North America. It is not man that

fit to give twelve witnesses before | has accomplished this work. It is
the Church of the Latter-day Saints [ because you have received the Holy
ever had an existence on this earth. | Ghost that you are here in these

that the canon of scripture was not

the descendants of Joseph who was
carried into Egypt. These Ameri-
can Indians, scattered over this

description, to the ene that has been

closed up when John left Patmos.
What harm is there for another na-
tion to know about the Prophet Mo-

great continent of ours, are the Htﬁ-,m, the Lord Jesus Christ; and the' like to ﬁmh;‘ﬁpg ity byt then you are

That certainly ought to e sufficient | valleys. [t is because God witnessed
to begin the work with, to begin to|unto you in your own lands, before
lay the foundation of the Church, | You started upon your journey that
to begin to enlighten the minds of | he had again spoken to the inhab-
the children of men, concerning itants of the earth as in ancient
what God was about to do upon the days. You there learned that this
face of the earth. But are we con-| Was his true church, his true king-
fined to these twelve men and their | dom established upon the earth as
testimony? PAre there no -other|he predicted by the mouth of his
means by which we may for our- | servants, and you felt anxious to be
selves come to a knowledge that this | gathered with the rest of the Saints
work is divine? I will tell you how | that had the same testimony with
the Lord has provided in a godlike|You. Hence you gather not only
manner,—just as we would natural- | from choice, but by actual command-
I& expect he would do—that the; ment. We do not gather here
ildren of men, however weak, | merely for the sake of being to-
frail, and imperfect in their Judg- at;lﬂr but it is because the same
ment, if they have the common who revealed the Book of Mor-
sense and common attainments that | mon by his servant Joseph, the
the children of men generally have, Youth of whom I have spoken—that
may not only have a faith concern- [ Same boy received another revela-
ing the truth of this work, founded tion, which is gu blished in the Book
on the evidence of others, but also | of Doctrine and Covenants, which I
a knowledge for themselves. And|now hold in my hand, commanding
bow is this? says one, How can |the Latter-day Saints to gather out
ple get g real knowledge that this | of &ll nations of the earth, to this

k is diving? Says one: “T shoyld | American continent. Hence you

came here chause you had received




