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THE LONGEST YEAR.
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% It Contained Filteen Months Instead o! Twelve,

HI flrst of the new year I8 an ap-
proprinte time to recall the re

markuble story of the longest

year It the world’'s history, a
yar that contained fifteen montha,
The o 1] cause that led up to this

s dn early attempt to adjust the lune
o montha which began with each new

) relation to the solur
he New York Poast. Twelve
{ the moon take 254 days,

ghout eleven duys lesa than & trus year,
The anclents tried at first Lo correct
this by Inec ting, generally every other
Year, u ape intercalary month, just
aswe do an additional day in Jeap year,
In the Romay calendar, from which our
own has descended, these corrections
wers alwiays made a4t the end of the
year, The earliest Roman year began

i March, a8 we gee by the numerical
Latin numes of geveral of our months
~8eptember (seven), October (elght),
November (nine), Deocember (ten)—and
we st add oup interealary day In leap
year just before the anclent Néw

Yoar's «

In thme the months dropped thelr lunar
character and becume of irregular
1‘~ ngth, varying from thirty-one days In
March to twenty-eight in Februavy,
The year hod 856 days, some ten days
less thun o true year, Later on the first
of January bocume  both the New
Year and the inauguration day of the
Roman ¢ 1 These chlef magls-
trates of the Roman republie, unlike

were elected annuaally,
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ing their letters in November when they
werea trying to bear up under the blaz.
ing heat of an Itallan gummer,

But in the yvear 1, C, 4§ Rome's fore-
most soldler, Jullus Caesar, was able to
take the matter in hand, Among the
many haporg received by this conquers
or was the office of Pontifex Maximus,
and as head of the priestly college mit-
ters appertaining to the calendar fell
within his province, His soldler sys-
tem took up the muddie in the calend-
ur, which he strajightened out with his
accustomed vigor, To Imagine & mod-
ern parallel we should have to suppose
someone ltke Napoleon, on his elevation
to the consulship, or Gen, Grant fresh
from the Civil war and his election to
the presidency, undertaking to correct
a confusion in the calendar due o the
manipulations of pollticians,

Caesar called In the aid of Soslgenes,
an Alexandrian astronomer, to rectify
the error and prevent it for the future,
It was In the year of Rome 70546 B,
'y according to our reckoning, that the
revigion took place, It is sald, al-
though this point {8 not quite certain,
that Caesar intended to fix the first
of January in the following year 709
(B, C. 46) on the winter solstice, the
shortest day in the year, 'This are
rangement would have been as nearly
perfect as posgible, far superior to that
which we observe, in which New Year
falls some ten days after the rolstice,
and has no reference to anything of
n natural character. If Caesar had
taken the ghortest day for the first of
January, he would have had o definitely
fnxed landmark Indicated hy the move-
ment of the earth itself ag pre-eminent-
ly the correct point of time for this
evant, For the sun sinks dafly and
the duye become shorter until Decem-
bor 21 op 22, when, as {f new born, the
sun beging ngain to mount the heavens
and the days begin to lengthen,

THE SUN'S BIRTHDAY.

The Roman name for this time was
“Notalis solls Inviet!” (the birthday of
the unconqguered sun,) when the lume-

Inae leciine was changed nto o fresh
weession, 1t s ne of the greatest
mistortun of the enlendar that this
change way not carried out But the
slory e8 that ahout 10 days later than
the solatice there was o new moobh,
which was the starting point of the
mefent Junnr monthe It was still

Inoked upon ag o good augury for o
month to begin on the new mooun, and |t
wis desired that the year 700, the open-
Mg yeur f Chesars new  ealendar,
should be Inaugurated under clreums
stunces that would be auspiclous and
commund the change to public approval,
It wag determined that the following
Jounuary 1 shonld be on the day of the
Hew  amoon But as the new moon
would come at different dates in other
years, the good augury for that one
year was secured at the loss of a far
more Important conglideration for all fo-
ture time. Bo our New Year is close
to the shortest day, but not on It, and
derives ity present arbitrary position,
according to this story, from the new
moon liappening to full on that day in
the yoar B, ', 45,

But, apart from this, the straightens
g out of the calendar was admirably
managed, The undolng of the tangle
waR i serious matter and mnde the
yeur B, 1Y 48 foraver memorable. The
first of January fell as we have seen,
about three monthy too soon—that s,
i the pleasant autumnal weather
shortly after, the vintage days, that
were propeviy in the early part of
October, The year was sllowed to run
on untll toward the cloge of February,
when the Intercalary month was in-
gerted ot the usual place. This added
28 daye to the yoear, but did not suf-

| fice, The valendar was still two months

out, amd the first of March was giving
Home the wenther of Christmas. So at
the end of November (whivh onme af
what I8 now the end of September),
two more months were [nserted, con-
talning between them 67 days, By the
l?wm”” of thege special monthe, which
hhve never since appeared in the cal-
endar, the month of December was
brought to the season in which it now
falls, the two Intercalary months cove
ering our October and November, Thoss
two months were in & sense duplicated.
Thus In this year there had been added
to the regular 3656 days, W more, This
made the unprecedented total of 445
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