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vent certuin citizens from enjoying
a common right exercised in
every Ccivilized community, to tio
ordinary business under the law
regulating matters of that kiud.

Sucl: a movewaent as that referred
to is incompatible with the genius of
free government and fair play, for
upholding wlhich British subjects
are everywlere nofted. The view
we uow express was evidently
ghared by sowne of the prominent
gentlemen who took part in the
proceedings. Among those thus
impressed was Mr, Haultain, who
presided. ln assuming the chair he
gave the assemblage to understand
that he was not in sympatby with
the object of the meeting.

A genileman named Reach took a
prominent partin the furthierance of
the movement. He offered a mo-
tion for the appointment of a com-
mittee of three to circulate a peti-
tion asking the Lieutenant-Gover-
nor to defer aclion on the applica-
tion for the charter referred to until
a further and fuller explanation of
the reasons why it should not be
granted could be forwarded to him.
The gentleman read a paper in sup-
port of bis position that he had re-
cited at o former meeting of a simi-
lar characler. Strange to say his
extraordinary motiou prevailed.

A Mr. Hollies, who was opposed
to the Reach motion, offered an-
otirer, which was to the effect that
it was the sense of the people of
Macleod Distriet that a mistake had
been made in rendering it possible
for **Mormons”’ to purchase blocks
of land and hold them, and that a
representation of that nature be for-
warded to the Minister of the In-
terior and the Lieutenant Governor
of Northwest Territory. Mr., Hol-
lies? position was but feebly support-
ed, while tlie opposition to it wag
stroug, consequentiy aud fortun-
ately for the good judgment of the
gentlemen composing the meeting,
it fell through.

Beveral of the gentlemen present
took a common seuse view of the
subject and were disposed to Le fair.
Among these was a Mr. Leeds, who,
in opposing the Hollies motion,said:

“Interfercmce with people in the ex-
ercise of a right common to all eitizens
of the country would establish a bad
precedent.””

The remarks of the gentleman
who was selected to preside, but
who, after the disposal of the Reach
motion, was relieved of his duties
as chairman, were particularly for-
cible and counsistent, the following
being what the Lethbridge News
reported as the substance of what he
sald:

| concerning the co-religionists
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“Mr, ITaultain took the pground
that provided the law was complled
with, the lieutenant-governor had not
the power to refuse the charter. liven
if the uncertain fact of the applicants
heing Mormons Wwere suflicient
srounds upon which to refuse the
charter, who was there who could say
these five applicauts were Mormons?
Objeetion to the granting of t,lns_char-
ter on the ground that ihe applicants
were Mormons would have to be sup-
ported by aflidavits to that effect, and
who was there at the meeting who was
prepared to swear that these five ap-
plicants were Mormons? Mr. ITollies’
amendnient, now a motion, Mr. Haul-
tain said we were going to the govern-
ment with a number of misstateinents.
The Mormons had asked the govern-
ment for t be privilegeif seilling ander
the hamlet system provided inthe Do-
minion Lands Act, and they bad been
refused. The Governmeunt refused to
sell the Mormons a block of land. and
they were setiled as other settlers were,
on alternate sections. The oniy block
of land thev had purehased was from
the N. W. {. & N.Co, and that was
not settled on. This block was pur-
chased, not by the Mormons who are
here now, but by othors who might
come in. Mpr. Haultain did not wish
to be misunderstood on this questien.
He folt as keenly as any one in the
room that an extensive immigration
of Mormons threatened us with a
zrave danger, and hethoughtthe Gov-
erpment s%;ould be asked to take the
steps thev considered necessary to
overcome this danger, but he did not
believe in taking the bull by the
wrong end, and he did not consider
the means adopted at this meeting
the proper way of bringing the mat-
ter o the attention of the Govern-
ment.”’

The geutlemen wlo are working
up this anti-**Mormon” crusade in
Atberta should consider well the
grounds upou which such a move-
ment is founded, It is not on the
basis of any misconduct on the part
of the Saints in that region. They
are not charged with any con!ra
vention of the laws. -Ou the cou-
trary they ipfringe upon the rights
of no other class of people in the
Dominion. They are peaceable,
industrious and law-abiding; there-
fors a desirable element in any
community where they locate.

It is evident that the agilators
have been infinenced by evil reports
of
the Cardstown people in Utah.
If they knew the cause aud origin
of the slanders they would not
be affected by thems.

The **Mormons’” are overwhelm-
ingly in the majority in Utah, and
uctive political conspirators belong-
ing to the minotity have manufac-
tured and circulated infamous false-
hoods concerning the “Mormons’’
that under cover of the prejudice
thus crcated they might obtain
special legislation that would enable
them to aeize the reins of local gov-
ernment. Protected by a manufac-
tured auti-**Mormon?’ sentiment
tiey themselves have created, the

minority have resorled to trlckery
aud a perseculive process that ought
to make honest mmen blusi for them,
Why theu should honorable men
in Northwest Territory suffer them-
selves to be influenced by malignaut
slanders that have been spread
broadcast for the purpose of aidiug
the cotisummatiou of a nefarious
politieal plol?

If the people of Macleod District
wish to act fairly and intelligently
they have opportunities of taking
that course. They should not'be
yoverned by prejudice created by
absurd and false stories. Let them
go among Lhe “Mormon’’ settlers,
examine their conduct and course of
life and thus get an insight Into the
true character of the people from
whose presence they apprehend a
purely imaginary danger. Any
other course savors of persecution,
in which liberal minded men never
participate.

To proceed against a people on the
basis of some apprehended future
contingeney, is wpot founded in
reason, being too much like punish-
ing a person on the ground that he
might at some time 0 cotne be
zuilty of an offense.

In Colorado and New Mexico, and
sther regions, where there is no obiject
to.be gained by depriving the “Mor-
mons”’ of their politieal rights and
privileges, lhe iatter are esteemed
a8 the very best and most valuable
citizens of those districts in which
they are settled. As the Baints are
famous for building up and re-
deeming new country, wonder-
fully increasiag its value and rela-
tively that of the regions contiguous
to it, the good people of Northwegt
Territory will do well, even iu their
own interest, to let them pursue uc-
molested the even tenor of thelr way.
So long as théy conform to the laws
of the country they are entitled to
this treatment in common wilh all
other people.

-—

“PITY THE SORROWS!"

AUGUST 1st, under the head of
“Who are Workingmen,”’ the chilef
anti-*Morinon” organ sings a dole-
ful song. It has enough bLuncomb
and bathos in itto makea rhinoceros
weep.

It is long drawn out, being little
in wuch. Boiled down, it shnply
means that it can hardly be dis-
puted that the toiling 1uasses are
workingmen. but that as workers
they bear no comparison to the rich
capitalist, for the reason that the
former labor with their hands and

get tired, eat their suppers, ygo to



