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remigiousIOUS

sunday services
religious services were held in

the tabernaclebernaclera salt lake city sun-
day october 26 1890 commencing
at 2 p m counselor chaschaa W
penrosepen rose presiding

the choir and congregation sang
weTV e thank thee 0 god for a prprophetopher

to guide usas inm these latter days

prayer was offered by bider
thomas E taylor

the choir sang
behold thegeatgreat redeemerdeemerBe die
A broken law to satisfy

the priesthood of the second
ward officiated in the ad ministrationadministration
of the sacrament

BISHOP ORSON F

addressed the congregation he
desired the inspiration of the al-
mighty in order that what he should
a6 ayy might be suitable to our needs
on this occasion it is necessary
under such circumstances to enjoy
a spirit superior to that of man
even the spirit of truth which has
been promised to all who obey the
GUsgospelI1I1ahlwhattiis truthstruth there are many
conflicting notions and ideas in the
worlborilI conconcerningverning this wh can
declare what is truth and what is
not the best definition I1 know of
was girou by 3joseph the prophet
itt is stated thus truth is know-
ledge of things as they are audand as

were and as thy
are to come there I1is to
my knowledge MO definition
so80 correct asae this it appeals to our
reason and commends itsell as pro-
ceeding from god the spirit of
truth was promised by christ be-
fore leaving his disc pes when I1
go he said I1 will not leave you
rcomfortless but I1 will send you
another comforter even the spirit
of truth this spirit came down
uponudon the apostles at the day of
pentecost after they had received
the commission to go out and teach
the nations in all things which had
been commandedcommandbd unto them this
spirit caused them to prophesy and
to work wonders and miracles in
the name of god but more than
this it made manifest to these
disciples things as they were hadbad
been and would be tilling their
souls with knowledge which itsis
power it is greater to know god
the eternal father and his son
jesus christ it is greater to know
whence we came and whether we
are going than to have the greatest
of miraculous gifts or heavenly
visionsvislons knowledge of these things
was given to the disciples when the
spirit of truth was shed forth upon
them

truth is eternal it never was
created neither can it be destroyed
but goes onward from eternity to
eternity andaud causes to cleave to it all
who love it god reveals truth as

him bastibest here a little and
there a little but we must nothot sup-
pose that because our eyes are
opened so that we can see the light
that it was created just at the mo-
ment of its discovery by us

god has revealed truth in differ

V

ent ages mormonism we the
latter day saints holdbold to be the
everlasting gospel formulated in
the infiniteluite wisdom of our father
he did not create the fundsfundamentalmental
principles of this gospel but he
formulated them into a code of
laws and has revealed them from
time to time its origin was in the
heavens

adam had this gospel he was
baptizebaptizedbap tizel after his expulsion from
the garden and had the spirit given
unto him after he had fallen he
repented and was redeemed enoch
had the gospel he preached it
and practiced it until he and his
city were sanctified and taken to
heaven of course this is incredi-
ble to the carnal mind even in this
age of scientific miracles when so
many wonderful truths arare coming
to light but miracles will increase
asphallas shall knowledge until it will be-
come clear that all wonders havohave
taken place aeaccordingcording to natural
principles abraham and mosesmoms
preached this gospel and the latlatterter
would fain have brought his people
to see god had they not been so
rebellious that they had to be de-
prived of the gospel and the higher
priesthood

after the lapse of centuries the
gospel was again preached in its
former purity when jesus came
and promised the spirit that should
lead unto all truth we marvel at
the heroism of ancient men and
women of god daniel for instance
who defied the edicts of a king or orof
shadrach and abednego
wiiowho told the ruler that they would
not towbow down to his image though
they should be thrown into the
burning furnace so with the
christian martyrs who went to
death rejoicing that they were
worthy to suffer for the sake of
truth ghis was not accomplished
by the power of man when
christ was arrested someone
said that peter was one of
his followers which peter denied
chatahat was peter the man fearing
trembling but there ahle a
change when the holy ghost was
given the same peter then had
faith and courage to suffer persecu-
tion and finally to die a martyrsmartyrIs
death this was because of the
spirit he had received which had
opened hisbis eyes to a future glory

paul is another illustration of the
marvmarcellousmarvellousellous change wrought by the
spirit of the gospel paul was at
first a persecutor one who assisted
in killing the martyrs but when
the spirit had changed him tiehe be-
came an apostle willing to labor
his wh le lirelife for the savior and
finally to die for him andA nd what
amesti diony in his dying words 1 I
have fought a good fight I1 have
finished my course I1 have kept the
faith and henceforth I1 know there
lais a crown of glory laid up for favlme
porfur such wonderful changes inmanin man
no flesh can glory it is the work
of god entirely it is the operation
of that spirit which teaches the
truth giving a knowledge of things
as they areare

men very often are decdeceivedelved by
appearances one of the causes of
the defeat of napoleon at waterloo
was his mistake in surveying the

field intervening between him and
the enemy he relied upon the
word of a treacherous or ignorant
guide instead of going over the
ground himself so we are often
deceived in the smaller affairs of
our lives we misjudge persons and
things because we take appearances
for truths god sees things other-
wise and when he gathers his
jewels many whoho are nowow first
will be last and many who are last
will be first

the spirit of truth tois also a com-
forter howflow often has it brought
consolation to the mourning telling
that a time would come when sor-
rows should ceaceaseseandand every righte-
ous desire of the heart be gratified
if we neglect heavenly things for
earthly things we will be disap-
pointed but if we seek first the
kingdom of god and hisbis righteous-
ness all else needful will be added

the speaker here read a passage
of the pearl of great price con-
taining a vision of abraham con-
cerning the pre existence of man to
the creation of the earth as hisbis
place of probation

god said to those who were with
him we will go down for there is
space there and we will take of
these materials and make an earth t

thusthu the creation of this world be-
gan it was formedfarmei out of eternal
elements not made out of nothing
and then there were to be placed

upon it and they were
to be proven whether they were
willing to keep all the command-
ments of god here is a revelation
by the spirit of truth showing us
that we caruecarne here to seek the honor
and glory of our god and no mat-
ter what we are called to suffer we
will have glory added to us com-
mensurate with our trials and our
faithfulness

no doubt we will sometimes be
called upon to do that which is dis-
tasteful tofo in the garden of our
mortal lives there are not only roses
but thorns but if we are faithful
in all things and endure as our
heavenly father endured when he
was mortal we will obtain a crown
of glory such as he wears when we
shall have proved ourselves worthy
of that great exaltation the plac-
ing of borrow and affliction in our
way may be admitted to be in one
sense the work of satan but god is
greater than satan and all things

hishia purposes this is I1il-lustratedlust rated in the case of was
stripped of all his possessions and
yet blessed the lord in words which
for grandeur and nobility never
were surpassed he stood the
test and was made stronger by
it so with abraham who hadbad re-
ceived the promise that his seed
should become as numerous as the
sand on the seashore and yet was
commanded wlto plunge hisbis knife
into the bosom of his son we read
that abraham went to obey this
command laying his future hopes
and his reputation on the altar be-
lieving in the words of the living
god without being fettered by the
shackles of a dead letter this is the
way to exaltation to be as clay in
the bands of the potter those who
do most suffer most and are faithful
in all things will sit down at the


