
THE DESERET WEEKLY
WOW f- wfor papaper

SECRET SOCIETY VS CHURCH

all organizations presuppose the
right and power of self regulation
rules and order are as necessary as
they are absolute and no individual
member can be allowed to discriminate
personally as to what stand be shall
take againstaia inet avyacy regulation prescribed
by comcompetedcompe tei t authority Taut changes
modifications or improvements may be
made in the general structure even
down to detail waymay be permissible
butchersbut there tois a proper an i an improper
way of reaching this individual pro-
test may in time through agitation
and conversion of others bring thisthin to
pass but meanwhile none are so influ-
ential as to setmet aside or ignore a regu-
lation until it is officially repealed

ID a fairly perfect association the
right to its privileges and benefits
may be withheld for cause and this
waymay involve deprivation and real lossloes
to the offender itif such understanding
was part of theabe contract and was
understood as amoni the penalties
then forfeiturefoneforte iture isasis as inevitable asan that
standing is secure aud invulnerable
when all the conditions are main-
tained

human nature Is so80 volatile in many
things soec reaLrestlessless and changeable that
disintegration would overtake anyaay
combination famenmen almost unless the
pressure of honorbonor interest or advan-
tages ot some kinu outrankedout ranked that re

and rule which is everywhere
4 implied there must be an acceptance

by individuals of principles represented
bytheby the whether social
political beneficiary or religious and
if laxity in discipline is countenanced
if neglect of duty is permitted if mem-
bership ini allowed to become purely
nominal an elenelementdent of weweaknessaaness
enters into the constitution of the body
which militates against its perfect
health and vigor

nominal and at times honorary
membership are formal aidsaide or iliffinfluen-
tial

uen
factors as tois supposed but in the

majority of oaseossep save in a land of caste
and privilege this tois an error and it is
certainly inharmonious with a living
democracy like this irrepressible
nation otof ours

if it Isie deemed desirable by any
organization that its members shall dis-
claim allegiance to any other whose
tenets and practices are inimical the
law of self preservation would justify
this particularly itif special and ex
hau stive inquiry hadbad established such
act beyond dispute and the private
opinion of an individual would outcut no
fleurefigure in any controversy with such
offofficialiclal conclusion

this preamble is based in part upon
the attitude assumed by papal author-
ity in regard to secret societies which
are asan Is well known now multiplied

the question hasbag been
agitated for many years ecclesiastics
of every grade have studstudiedled these and
their effeeffectsoti not always with unanimity
either for eminent authorities have
been defenders as well as opponents
many years ago the masonic order was
placed underander the banbache the pope himself
after consultation with the college
of cardinals issuing his edict
inid condemnation thereof consides
able flutteringbuttering resulted from this for
the order included in its ranks in
europe men eminent toin every diorec

from royalty through the so0 o
called superiorBu or upper classes itif
membership waswacjacquitequite exclusive and
influential the middle clawclass to say
nothing of others flfindingad ing entrance al-
most impossible the catholic church
denounced the masonic organization
and forbade its members religious rites
and privileges if association was con-
tinued

it might have been assumed by the
members of the church that the greater
included the lessjess audand that similar
unspecified organizations were equally
under that ban now however
comes a papal decree extending this
condemnation to throethree quite pro
eminent societies hitherto un-
mentioned viz the odd fellow the
sonsboos of temperance and the knights
of pythias now it cannot be that
the church is indifferent to
the philanthropic self preservative
idea which is modemade the prominent
one with these societies the catholic
church believes in thrift in making
provision for sickness mudaud death JDin
anticipating and preparing safeguards
aga ineat poverty or calamity so
there must have been presented to
assembled ecclesiastics of thatchthat church
something more than appears on the
surface ere they decided against thosethese
societies and forwarded the recommen-
dation to romeborne that they be included
with the secret societies of which ma-
sonry was the highest type

in the proclamation ofat the condee
batory edict all the old diplomacy is
exhibited it being acknowledged asan a
delicate subject 12 and special reasons
were assigned why the authorities
here should retrainrefrain from say-
ianif anything more than thatbat
the societies were condemned
because the archarchbishopsbishops evidently held
that they were antagonistic to the
church 82 a conclusion accepted after
a long and exhaustive examination in
romeborne then ratified audand promulgated
by pope leo XIII

had the mormon church fulminated
an edict of this character the world
would have rung with vehement accu-
sation against itslt illiberalityliberalityll and prob-
ably hardly aR paper that is now silent
but would have had itsita say in the
matter although asan a point of church
discipline they might not have bad
anything to do with the subject

As a religious question however
thisthin increasedInoreaBed membership in secret
societies tois assuming much importance
and argument after argument tois pre-
sented to demonstrate that the two
should be kept very widely apart it
was always assumed for mormonism
that it contained within itself all the
power vitality and appliances for
any possible demand ofat human-
kind religious social mental or in-
dustrialdu the first named being the
prime mover in all plansplane ftcf pailan

and schemes of salvation the
acknowledged brotherhood of man aided
by the divine spirit adapting itself
to any call and every emergency

the fundafundamentalmeDial thought of gather-
ing too was an assurance of the
fall of babylon and consequently that
any alliance with her or her institu-
tions could be but transient audand so80
hopes or anticipations based thereon
would be doubtful as to realization

these ideas have not become quite
obsolete although many members of
the church belong to outside

eions most of those being for pecuniary
or ofat a beneficiary character it tola
generally known that the mormonscormons
receded from that society first de

by the papacy it having
ite members participated in

the assassination of the prophet and
through itsit society which neither de

the villainy nor aided in
bringing the perpetrators to justice
then when the first lodge waswaa insti-
tuted in this city denying audand exclud-
ing mormon masons in good standing
from participating in the privileges of
the lodge

it isia related of general booth that
when asked by a representative of the-
n C A what isi the position of the
Saisalvation army isas to freemasonry
be replied that soeo far usas hebe knew
there was not a freemason in it that
when men the army they
dropped freemasonry and that hebe
himself Isie opposed to it itif this is true
of that great working agency of a
benevolent yet emasculated christian
ity what might be supposed the
position of a latter day saint would
be with hisbis plenitude of agency and
appliances in theme church itsell

many of the brethren have been
allured into spending a great deal of
their time and not a little means for
their standing in certain lodges waymay
be more than they ever gave to their
ownowin ward quorum sabbath school
mutual improvement association or
even social entertainments which
encourage unity mudaud intimacy with
their co D iota someborne have their
time taken up by more than one such
society opostensibly for wage protec-
tionaioo trade purposes or for

ends and it may be
said of them as was said
by a weary wife sinceidiece my husband
joined two lodges hebe has entirely lost
nixnis interest in the church before that
ne was a zealous member and always
on hand S the associations of the
lodge room wean a man away from
duty they mar hisbis example with his
family while time spent there and
benefits expected libel the sufficiency
of religious atodand the
church besides exhibiting a looklack of
faith in that overruling hand which
brought so many of us from far off
nations and has preserved us herebore

from the catholic standpoint of or-
ganization the pope is right the soeo

authorities of his church
are right the catholic church isin right
the drift of all the counsel given to the
saints is right general booth laIs
rightfight neither catholic salvationist
nor mormon is called upon to seek
fellowship with the secret society or-
ganization true religion at least in
this dispensation provides or admits
of all good on earth and heaven
either by revelation or appropriation
but it eaucan be obtained without going
beyond the specially designed organiza-
tion of the church

FOR THE SUGAR FACTORY

PAYSON jan
I1 have a few ideas and suggestion

to offer as to howbow the sugaraugar factory at
lightlebi alsoalao othersothen that might be bulbuiltliti

could be made a success financially asac
the liebilehi institution hasbae been in other
respectsote Isif seems lbib order to mannmana
arture sugar that it needsneed a great
amount of capital invested in build


