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SECRET SOCIETY VS. CHURCH.

All organizations presuppose the
right apu power of sell regulation.
Rules and order are a® Decessary as
they sre absolute, apd no individual
member cad be allowed %o discriminate
personully as to what stapd he shall
take agsinet any reguistion prescribed
by compete: t suthority. Thatchanges,
modifications or improvements may be
mude in the general siructure even
down te detsll, mny he permissible,
but there is o proper an 1 an improper
way of reaching this. Iodividual pro-
test may lo time, through agitation
and conversion of others, brinyg this to
pasg; but meanwhile nope are so 10flu-
epntia) as to #el aslde or igpDore s regu-
latiop untii it is fficially repealed.

lo a frirly pertect ageociation, the
right to itse privileges and beneflls
may be withheld for cause; snd thie
may involve deprivatiod and real loss
to the oflender, 1f such ubderstanding
was purt of the conlricl, apd was
undersipod as umony the penalties,
then forieiture is ne inevitabhle se LDat
stanuing I» secure avd invulnerahle
when all the conditiopas are maibp-
tained.

Humanp natare is 80 volatile jo many
thinys, vt restiess and chaogeahle, that
dimntegration  would overiake aopy
ecombipetion « f men almosi, unless the
pressure of honor, interesi, or advap-
lages of rvomw Einu outranked that re.
straint and rule which I8 everywhere
Implied. There must he aD acceptance
by individuals of principles represented
by the organizatiou, whether rsocial,
political, heneficiary or religious; and
iflax1ty in diecipllue Is countenuanced,
if peglect of duly ia permlited, if mem-
bership i» allowed to become purely
numinal, aD element of weagDess
entera joto the conertitution of the bhody
which militates »gajosl its perlect
henlth and vigor.

Nomipsl, sod st times hovorary
memhbership are formal aida or influen-
tial factore, 28 i8 suppoeed; but in the
‘majority uvf caver,cave 1L & InDd of caste
an¢ privilege, this is sp error, and it is
certainly inharmouolous with a living
democracy Jike this Irrepressible
nation of oDrs,

If it is ueemed desirable by any
orgapization that its members shalldis-
claim atlegiance to Aoy other whose
tepets and practices are inimical, the
law of self-preservation would justify
thia, particulatly i speciai asnd ex.
baustive inquiry had establlshed euch
fact beyoud dispute, and the private
opinion of an Judividual would cut no
figure in any controversy with such
offlcial conclusion.

Thie preamble is hased In part npon
the attitude sasumed hy prpal author-
ity in regard to secret socleties, which
are, na is well known, now multiplied
ad infinittn, The question bhas been
agitated for many yeare. KEccleeiaatics
of every grade Dave studied these and
their effects, not always with unanimity
oither, for eminpent Buthorities bhave
hween defenders a8 well a3 apponents,
Many yeare ago the Masonic order was
plrced nnder the bap,'the pope himself,
after consultatica with tbe college
of cardinals, fseming his  edict
in coodempation therecf, QCopsaider-
abje fluttering resulted f(rom thie, for
the grder fiocluded in its rapke in
Xurope men eminent in every diree-

tion, from royslty through the so-
called wsnperior or upper clasepes; e
membership wae "quite exclusive and
influential, the widdle cises, to say
oothing of others, fioding entrance ml-
most impossible, The Catholicchurch
deoounced the Masonic organizsation
and forbade Its members rellgious rites
apd privileges If assoclallon was con-
tinued.

1t might have been assumed by the
members of the church that the greater
included tpDe lese, and that similar
unspecifled organizstions were equally
under that ban., Now, however,
comes & papal decree extending this
conpdempation to three guile pro-
minent socleties bitherto un-
mentioned, viz: the Odd Fellows, the
Bops of Temperance and the Kpights

of Pythias, Now it canoot bhe that
the Romish church is indifferent to
the philanthropic, self-preservative

{den which 18 made ithe prominent
obe with these spcieties. The Catholic
church believes in thrift, in makiog
provimsion for siclkiness aud death, ip
apntiolpating apd prepariog safeguards
againsst poverty of calamity. Bo
there moust have been presented Lo the
assembled ecclesisstica of that church
spmething more than appears on the
surface, ore they decided against these
sogieties apd forwsarded the recommen-
datiop to Rome that they be Included
with the secret socieiies of which ma-
soDry wabe the highest type.

in the prociamation of tbe condem-
pDatory euict mll the old diplomacy is
eXhibited, it betpg acknowledged ne *'a
delicate subject,” anu “special ressons

were assigned why t(be authorities
here should refrsin from say-
ineg apything more than thut
the eocietles  werle condem ned

hecausa the arcobishope evidently held
that they were antugobistlc to the
chureh,’””—a conclusion accepted aflter
a long snd exhaustive examipation in
Kome, theo ratified aud prowulgated
by Pope Leo X[II.

Had the Mormon Chureb fulminated
ap edtot of this characler, the world
would have rung with vehement acen-
sation agsinst lis 1lliberality, and proh-
ably hardly a paper that is pow silent
but would have had its say ip the
matter, although as & poinot of chareh
djsciphine they might pot bave bhad
anything to do with the suhject.

As B religious guestion, however,
this incresred membership in secret
societies 18 assuming much importance,
and argument after argument ie pre-
pented to” demopstrate thai the two
shuujd be kept very widely apart. It
was Alwaya assumed for Mormonism
that it contaiped within itsell all the
power, vitality and appliances for
any possihle demand of humap-
kind, religlous, social, mental or in-
dustrial. The first named being the
prime mover in all plaps ¢f philapn-
throphy and schemes of eaivation—the
acknowledged brotherbood of mapaided
hy the divipne gpirit adapting iteel!
to any call apd every emergency.

The fupdsmental thought of gather-
ing, top, was an wumeurance of the
fall of Babylon, and conrequently that
any slliapce with her or her instltu-
tions could be but trabslent, aud eo
hopes or apticlpations vased thereun
would be douhtlu] as to realization.

These idess bave not hecome quite
obsolete, slthough meny members of
tbhe Church beiong to ouleide organizu-

tions, most of those being fof pecubniary
or ot a bepeficiary character. itis
generally kpown that the DMormons
receded from that soclety firat de-
pounced by the papacy, it haviog,
through its members, participated Ip
the assaseination of the Prophet, and
ibhrough its eociety, which neither de-
poun¢ed the villalny Dor alded in
nringing the perpetrators to justlce;
thep, when the firet iodge waa insti-
tutgd in this ity denying and exclud-
ing Mormop maaops in yood standiag
from participating io the privileges of
the Jodge,

It is related of Geperal Booth, that
when asked by a representat!ve of the
N.C. A. **Wuat is the position ot the
Halvalion Army ss to freemascnry??”
he replied that, so far us he kpew,
there was Dot & freemueon in it; that
when men joined the army Lthey
Jropped freemuasonry, and that be
himeelf iz opposed to it, If this is true
of tbat great working asgeocy, of a
bepevolent yet emascuiated Christlan-
ity, what might be supposed Lhe
position of a Latter-day Bsint would
be, with his plenitude of agency snd
applisnbees in the Churcli itseli?

Many of the brethren have been
allured Intospending & great deal of
their time and not s little means for
their standing in certain lodges, may
be more thap they ever gave to their
own ward, quorum, Sabbsth echool,
Mutusl Improvement sgeoclation, or-
even Bspclal eontertainments whioh
encourage unilty aud intimacy with
their eo-religionists. Some have tpeir
time takea up by more than cone such
society, ortepmibly for Wage protec-
tion, trade purpores, or for
veneficlary ende; abDd mey he
anid ot them, L1 was  Bald
hy a weary wife, ‘*Since my hugband.
jolved two lodges he has entirely fost
nis interest in the Cburch; before that
ne was a zealous member and always
opn hapd,” Tobe associationn of the
lodge room wesn a msn Away from
duty; they mar his exumple with his
famity; while time spent there, and
bepefiis expected, libel the sufficiency
of Teligious institutioos awd the
Church, hesides exhihiting a lack of
faith in tkat everruling Hand which
brought so many of us from far-off
nations and bas pregerved us here.

From the Catbolic standpoint of or-
zanization the pope la right; the ec-
ciesiastical autboritles of his church

it

.are right; the Catholic church is right.

The drift of ail 1he counsei glven to the
Haints s righl; Gebpersl Booth ls
right. Neltbher Catholle, 8Balvationist.
pnor Mormon is called upon to seek
felipwship with the sccret éociely or--
ganization, True religion, at least 1o
this dispeneation, provides or admite
of all good on earth and heaven
either by revelation or appropriation;
hut it can be obtained without golog
beyond the specially designed organica-
tion of the Church.

FOR THE SUGAR FACTORY.

PAYBON, Jap. 21, 1896.

1 bhave a few ideas and suggeations-
to ofler a8 to how the sugar factory =t
Lebi, uleo othera that might be bullt,
could be made a success flornalally, as
tbe Lehi inetitution has been in other
respects, ILseema in ordef to’ manu-
tacture sugar that it needs a great
amount of capital invested in huaild--

L 0o ST



