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conference NOTES FROM TE
MAHIA

the semiannualsemi annual conferenceconle rence of the
mahiamabia having been called at Manga
for saturday and sunday september
ath and fth 1895 many olof the saints
from the several branches that are in
eluded in this conference gathered at
the above mentioned place on the day
previous to the commencement otof meet-
ing to be in readireadinessnesi for conference
and to meet friends and relations whom
they had not seen for some time A
I1largearge cook house feet had been
built for the occasion and on the arrival
of the elders everything was in apple
pie order we were favored with the
presence of T J obrien of hawkespresencebayay conference who together with
elder hoagland had just returned from
a trip through huranga and
conference visiting the saints and at-
tending conferences at those places in
company with elder gardner also J E
TI aples traveling elder in the huranga
conference several of the saints were
also in attendance among whom was
te kepa a native elder who has been
called to assist the elders from zion in
furthering the interest of gods work
upon this land we may here state that

are sorry that our beloved presidentserrother william gardner otof the aus-
tralasiantralasian mission could not bsbe in at-
tendanceP0 no doubt he would have
done had not business called him to
auckland

the first meeting was called to order
attoa m saturday september ath
eider hoagland greeted the saints
saying it gave him great pleasure to
meet again with the saints otof this con-
ference and he was particularly pleased
to see so many present and to note the
universal good feeling among us we
had met here for a good purpose and he
hoped that all present would earnestly
prayapril that god would pour out his
spiritspirit upon us during our entire con-
ference he read the psalm and
commented upon the same we must
follow the advice otof the savior when
he said if you love me keep my
commandments he hoped that we
would all continue in the straight and
narrow path straying neither LO10 the
right notnor the left spoke about the fore-
fathers of this people how they came
from jerusalem first to america then to

sandwich islands and finally
here promised the saints great bless-
ings itff they would only live their re-
ligion

wi pai tarewakarewa said it gave him great
10 to meetkneit withith the saints endorsed6t remarks of elder hoagland and

neviy that the saints upon this land had
beets greatly blessed in their efforts to
serve god he said that of late some
of the natives hadbad been going to out-
siders to seek a curecurd for their several
sicknesses when he knew that if they
would only exercise their laithfaith the
elders couldcou heal tiem the best and
only thing for the saints to do is to live
upip to the instructions of the elders he
desired that all who had gone out of the
church would repent and return again
into the true toldold he warned atiethe saints

against using obscene and profane lan-
guage

TeRangi tere president of
branch said that the lord desired us to
do nothing but good works he knew
that this is the true church of christ
the many churches in christendom at
presena do not even take upon them
the name of christ to say nothing of
keeping his commandments he ex-
horted the saints to be diligent in keep-
ing the commandments of god at all
times and to pray without ceasing

batenga said the knowl-
edge of man benefi tethleth him nothing
except hebe hath the spirit of god to dict-
ate him in what he shall say urged the
saints to be faithful to the covenants
which they had made and to retrain
from vain and worldly practice

all then joined in singing a
pai which consists of verses taken
frolfrom the bible and arranged in form
similar to the ready references these
are sung in a sort of chant and may deal
with any subject

at 2 p m meeting again convened
and elder T J obrien hawkes bay
addressed the people he had listened
with much interest to the words of the
spspeakersdakers this morning the road to
eternal life is straight and narrow and
there are but few who seem to find it
we know that this is the road and we
should endeavor to remain therein
dwelt for some time upon the reason
that this church takes upon itself the
name of christ 9 showed the way in
which all who desire to unite them-
selves with this church must boandgo and said
that the adversary is ready at any time
to lead us astray but he hoped and
prayed to god that we would remain
faithful he knew the book of mormon
to be the word of god although the
world does not accept it

chaka ngaroangaro president of kopuakaopua
ahara branch spoke upon the first
principles attheof the gospel and church
organization how many of the
churches of the world today have apos-
tles prophetsprop hits etc if not any why not
how then can we explain the words
found in amos 373 7 the speaker urged
the saints to go onward and upward
obeying the words of the elders to
hold fast to the gospel and potnot go after
other gods he reported his branch in
a good condition

te cihi president of the
branch said that this people are natural-
ly a free hearted people and exhorted
them to continue so lorfor we can not do
too much good in the short time allotted
to us in this life rejoiced to be at our
district conference said the people at

were living well up to their
duties

Kar aitiana president of
the branch rejoiced that the
privilege of speaking to the saints had
been granted him he was glad also to
know that we are trying to do our duty
there is only one way to salvation as
has been abundantly proven by scriptur-
al evidence he advised the SaintSaintsAosto
leave off all traditions of their fore-
fathers that are abominable in the sight
of god we cannot serve god and
mammon if we keep not the com-
mandmentsmand ments of god we are liable to the
late which overtook the sons of aaron
when they burnt a strange sacrifice

contrary to the word of god
we would all try to live nearer
in the future than we have dodou01

past
meeting opened again at 6 p i

kipa the huranga conconf
was the first speaker he sairsaid
the church that has been revear
heaven in these the last days and t
the atonement of christ all on

may be saved by rendering obedi
its laws and ordinances said the
had been sent here from zion atan
laboring diligently to keep us
straight and narrow path he M
of the divine mission of joseph
and knew that he was a prophet of

epenita felt weak in asl

ing before the saints but not be
his faith was not strong for he
this was the gospel of christ no
can be saved with faith alone C
suffered lorfor us and it we will be i

we must follow in his footstep
joicey to know that he had enteredantei
the church of christ in a proper 1

and hoped to be able to endureendurroo

end
hoanihoane said we had gagat

here for the purpose of worshiping
and we must be faithfaithfulfuLinin all tin
do because the children of israelisraelm
obeyed the commandments of god
were scattered to all parts of the 91

we are of the seed of abrahamabraha
have been scattered but the
come when all israel shall be gatgarbed
every man should perform well hihison
for a record of our actions is akeekeam
alone by the elders but also by frej
cording angel and at the day of
ment the books will be opened a
wiwill1 I1 be judged out of hehemrn

alterafter meeting was over elder 01
and some of the other elders i

the saints until quite late by sw
comic songs and maori waiatas

sunday september ath io10 a
elder james C allenalien was the
speaker we must listen attentively ty
the remarks of those who address
for the scriptures say man shall if
live brybreadby bread alone but by every abl
of god some of the saintsSaint seemae
have lost faith in the elders but U
power isis as much with them now awa isI1

ever when the elders came first
this people many miracles were
but of late he had heard even some ofja

the saints say that the elders have net
now the same power as before it is aa
the power but the faith of the people
that is wanting we must not advau
our faith to dwindle and die but IK T
must strive to make it grow and

I1 like unto a seed planted in good sai 14

if we have done any evil let us tfprocrastinate the day of our rorep
tance I1 for by so doing we become siw
eject to the spirit of the devil

elder jacob E of the T
ga conference next spoke echo i

to faithfulness those who are Is
ffulua are those who will be saved
the words of the savior if you jowW
me keep my commandments sp

I1 W
bore a strong testimony to the truth jofh
the work in which we are engaged 3

elder J N lambert expressed bint
self as feeling well in the gospel I1 and
was highly pleased with the
time we have so far enjoyed he nat
recently received a letter from his cousin
who is laboring on the society islands j

and was sorely grieved to learn that
elders were receiving such harsh treatireat
ment at the hands of the new gov

1


