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miscellaneous
ffor twi paper

OF government CRIME

bybt frank G carpenter 1896

HIS IS THTHEE
first of a series of
letters w h i ch I1

propose to write
showing some of
the curious ways

jinin which uncle
S ama m is robbed

he does one of the bbiggestgest businesses
in the world his ordinary expendi-
tures have forbearsfor years been between three
and four hundred million dollars ann-
uallyVI Y he has on hand here today in
washingtonS ington in the shape of bonds
bank notes and bullion more than

and the gold and silver
coin stacked up in the treasury cellars
weighs tons the sums in which
he deals are big enough to tempt the
wildest dreams of criminal avarice and
thousands of men are plotting how they
can in some way break in and carry
away a part of the pile this money is
surrounded however both by day and
by night by trusty watchmen whose re-
volvers are always ready the strongest
of wrought iron and of welded steel

his gold and silver and
the heavy dlois which form the en-
trances to his vaults hav time locks
which defy the most expert of burglars
the ordinary thief has little chance
here the checks on the treasury are
legion and the chief money stolen from
the government is slipped out in other
ways and vet there is no doubt but
that vast sums are stolen uncle sams
receipts amount to almost a million
douadoUarsa day and be undoubtedly loses
millions of dollars in one way or another

take the matter of the whisky tax
since its increase totobioiao a gallon moon-
shine stills have been springing up like
weeds in all parts of the country they
have A flourishedjurished for years in the moun

pfaf the south but they are now be-
ginning to sprout aupup in thehe ol01bigig citiescibie of
the within the pastpact few weeks
anupa numberbei of illicit stills have beertbeen dis-
covered

1

in new york andaad philadelphia
Tthe business is being carried on by
polish lewsjews in attics and cellars they
artare akingtonking whisky from black strap
Triolamolassessikes for which they pay in bulk
aboutabou four 8 ts per gallon it probably
costscosemthem less than twenty five cents towawmake a glgallonlon of whisky and their
profits areir frfrom0 in to per cent

this bustnes is entirely different from
that of the moonshinemoonshinersri col W W
colquitt the chief of the special agents
of the treasury4 department has given
me the details and I1 have before me the
drawing of one of these northern whisky
stills which has just been received byb
the treasury department the still
was captured only a few days ago in
oneaone of the big cities of the east it is
of the tartort used in russia and it con-
sists of two galvanized iron boxes or
barrels with fire boxes beneath them
the molasses is mixed with water and

into a kind of sugar beer
it is then putout into ahse betters and

cooked into a vapor this is conduct
ed through pipes into a second still and
cold water from the city water works
acts as the condenser the sugar beer
after two distillations comes out in the
shape of whisky and as such it is ready
for the market auch a still costs but a
few dollars it makes practically no
smell and it can be put up inin any room
where there are water works the only
ways that the treasury detectives can
know of its existence are through the
selling of the whisky and the
ing otof the molasses and yeast A large
amount oiof yeast has to be used to fer-
ment the beer and the yeast factories of
all the big eastern cities are now being
watched bv treasury detectives every
one who buys much yeast has to divgivee
an account otof himshimselfgelf and all suspicious
purchasers are carefully shadowed

the whisky robbers use all kinds of
means to escape the detectives A week
or so ago one otof the treasury agents saw
a jew buy a large bundle of yeast he
took it from the factory and walked onoff
with it under hisbis armarm the detective
followed he saw the yeast given to
another man who carried it through
several alleys and gave it to a third
man who took it into a cellar about
fifteen minutes later this man came out
with what seemed tobeto be four base ball
clubs wrapped in brown paper inin his
arms this was the yeast which he
had molded up in this way to avoid
suspicion As he walked off the detec-
tive followed him and he finally traced
him to an attic where some polish jews
hadbad a distillery which was making many
gallons of whisky a day

another of the stills was discovered
only a few weeks ago which was being
operated under the disguise of a dairy
tais was located just outside of brook-
lyn the whisky robbercobber had bought
the dairy he had on hand about iao
cows and he had his regular milk route
which was mostly confined to the
saloons of brooklyn and new york
the revenue spies knew that there was
a large amount of illicit whisky on the
market they could not trace it until
they noted that some ofat the saloons
seemed to be getting large quantities of
milk one day they followed the milk 1

man and they found the stul at least
ball of his cans had been filled with
whisky which was delivered to the
saloons while the milk went to his or 1

binary customerscuste mem in capturing thethestillatiel
the revenue agents took charge of the
dairy and they confiscated the cows on
the martofpart of bacle samsaia

the increase of illicit distilling inthe
southern mountainsmoun tams during the past
year is enormous theth stills are scatter-
ed through the mountain districts of
every southern state and the revenue
dadepartmentartmont has never had its handsbands so
ffull as now the commissioner of in-
ternal revenue tells me that the agents
have never been so well organizedsed and
they have never done so good work as
they are now doing col colquitt the
chief of this branch was for years in
the fiew as a special agent he has the
moonshine districts mapped out and
there isaB a black list at the treasuryI1 treasury de-
partmentpartment containing the nasnames ot tthe
suspected characters congiCongcongressi s haska sett
aside a year nrfor the pay off spies
haqd hired informers andt uncle sam isii

now sspendingending all told aboutannuallyannuallyannu alfy to put down the business stillsim
there are more stills now than ever bergbe ti
fore one thousand were destroyeddestroy
last year the outlook is that there ival
be nearly 20002000 wiped out during the
coming year and the number ldesdestroyedtroyed
last month was it is hard to ew
mate the loss which uncle sarasam auw
from these moonshine stills A few days
ago a wagon load of whisky containing
zoomo gallons of liquor was captured near
greenville S C the tax on this aloudalone v
would have been tio suppose the
2000 stills which will be captured this
year to continue in operation it icvi
small still which will not produce five
gallons of whisky daily these 2adoo
stills would produce gallons a yayday 1

on which the tax would be
eleven thousand dollars a day is more
than per year this will be
the saving in revenue by the breaking
uupbofof these stills there are however
inn all11 probability hundreds which are
never discovered and the loss is in-
calculable

I1 asked col colquitt to give me some
idea of the moonshine stills of toecake

south he replied they are rude
affairs and the average still does not
cost more than 5050 it usually consists
of two barrels one of which contains ftL
coil of copper pipe connected with a
boiler on the top of an oven like fta
bake oven near by in the other barrel
the mash is kept this mash is made of
cornmeal it is fermented intoninto kind
of a beer this beer is put into the
boiler and as it gets warm it rises in
vapor into the pipe and flows off into
the coil cold water from a mountain
stream is kept running through the
babelbarrel over the coil and as it falls upon
it it condenses the vapor into liquor
the whisky has to be distilled twice be-
fore it iis rereadya dy for use it costs only a
fewew cenabenm a krallon and it requires no
capital to speak of to make it the
mountaineers bring their corn to the still
and trade it for whisky they receive asL

gallon of whisky for ftA bushel of corncom
the can make three gallons
out of every bushel and he has two gal-
lons of clear profit this he sells to his
fellow mountainmountaineers at i1 per gallon
so you see the profits are large when
rediscoverwe discover a still we chop it in pieced
it we findafinda wagon load of whisky we6
break the bbarrels and listlet the liquor run
out the ground we locate the
still by means doff spispieses aandft d the revrevenuedenue
agents have a standard pricie of atoto for
each still that tois pointed outtoout to them
tehteft dollars Is a reatgreat deal of money to
the southern mountains and sooner r
later the is bound adito haihave
somasomeoneone inform upon hinrhim the bus-
ness

bu-
ness is very dadangerousbroutrou however now
9andnd tthen11 en the mmoon shinersars fight tilethe reve-
nue officers and theme man who follows
them takes hihis life ta his hands I1 hae
been shot at a number of times but so
far have escaped being hit

the moon shiners hate the spies
worse than they do us they will kitkill
them itH they can discover them still
some of our informers continue their
work for years and they are not dis
covered some follow the busibusiness be-
cause they wish to wipe it out rather
than for the money one of61 the most
remarkable informers I1 ever knew was-
a guide named roper the moonshine
ers suspected bam they caught him
carried a well and threw him in
this well was fifty five feet deep and
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