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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

TRYING TO LOCATE HEAVEN.

—

It has been understood for some time
by sstronomers and other sclentific
men that the plan of the universe is

duplicated on a smaller scale by every
part of it; that our moon reveiving
regularly shout us is controlled by the
same law aud describes the same plan
a8 deos our earth and moon together
and all the other planets with thelr
satellltes in their majeatio sweep abont
the sun; thatthe sun and his retinne
of planets are moving about some
other central sonrce, which may In
turn be an suxiliary in some other
great processlon, each bavieg Its own
motion und joining in that of the
others in au indesoribably grand maroh
about the center of infinity. Bome
years ago the German astronomer
Madler looated {theoretically} that
gentral point, the bright star Alcyone
in the Pleiades group being such looa-
tion. The group to the nnked eyels
arranged in this form:

With even a small telescope, bow-
ever, there nre at least flity more
oheerveble in the oonttellation, and the
sgectacle is n very beautifu) one. The
larger star to the left |8 Aloyone, and
as po discoverable movement bas been
made by it and all otbers have a3 mo-
tion of some Kind, that star is fixed
upon as the center of the universal
universe.

Rev. L. L. Read, pastor of the frat
,Baptist churoh of Hackensack, L. 1.,
recently lectured on the localion of
hesven and showed the audience, as
far as could be done by sclentifip
demonstration and argument, that it
nnd Aleyone under different names
were the same thlng, Without at this
time subrcribing to such a dootrine or
denouncing It as n senseless vagary,
it s enough to eany that his re.
mat¥s, as reported by the New York
World, were In places qulte cntertain-
ing. The subject is a fascinating one,
and in the hands of an educated and
enthusiastic theorist possess a certaln
degree of interest which they would

pot under other ocircumstances.
The pastor 18 described us a
man who looks a8 if he
did n great deal of thinkiug

and {8 aleo o thorough and studious
reader, belng quite familiar with the
worka of La Place, Proctor, Struve,
Newcomb, Hersghel and other great
astrocomers and men of letters and
gcience genernlly. His theory ts de-
veloped in the following extract from
his Jecture:

Alcyone iathe grand center of the uni-
vorse. About §t onr selar system is
speeding fn no orbit requiring abowm
20,000,000 yenra for one revelutlon. The
astronomer Madler has «hown that the
proper motions of all the stars are around
this great ‘central son, and that Alcyone
js the center of the malerial univarse,
Fighteen million sunas belong to our fir-
mamenl, anod theresrs more than 1000
such fArmaments known to astronomers.

Figurea ars bewildering. Suns and ays-
tems of auns wheel about this great cen-
tral sun,

What, then, could be more fitting than
that here, at the center of gravity and
motion, should be thethrone of the King,
the oternal, invisible and only one God?
According to tho teashing of the Sorip-
tures, in Ephesians iv., 8, it Is said that
Christ ascended far above all the heavens,
refoerring to 1he three heavens recognized
by the Hebrews. To the vppermost of
those, Paul declares, Christ went, and
thie atatement would point that Christ

ascended to this central orh, which is far | *

above all, e = ——ﬂﬁ‘“"‘ﬁéi

Aloyone is shown toc be a sun of
much greater intensity of heat and
light than cur own, the surface belng
80 hot that not even the gneeous siate
can exist, the solar material being of
the copslstency of piteh, and of
course nothing human or of the ‘‘earth,
earthy’’ gould exist npon it foran lno-
stamt; but Mr. Read found a way out ot
this difficulty. *Although,” he said
in explanation, *it is probable that
those who atiain thile material heaven
shall be as ihe outward appearauce of
human beings—Ifor we are taught that
we shall be like Christ in this respect
—jt iy not necessary that we should
be composed of the eame elements as
we are on earth. 'The change of oon-
ditions and environment will cause
also « change in construction, For
instance, loovk at the greut differenoe
between the earth grub and the dragon
fly, into which it eventually evolves.
This great difference is due to the
change of environment. Inone state
the animal lives 1o the ground. In the
other it lives in-the air.”*

This is all very beautiful theorizlng
and might be styled an inlelleotual
pastime whioh neither helps nor hurts
the auditor. Beyond that pale no
man of merely mortal attainments und
ineplrations can go. But much that
puzzles the rellgionist and the scientist
ia made plain by the revelations of God,
who, Mr.. Read to the gontrary not-
withstanding, hss shown himselt to be
neither “invisible’”’ nor dnmb. Lisarned
regenrch is bound to resuit in more o7
less flonindering, until men iearn to
respact the inepiration that xlons flows
from thesource of all true knowledge.

THE “GOSPEL OF PETER.”

Home time ago great intereat was
created umong Bilbllcal gscholars by the
announcement that fragments of the

books kn wn us the Gospel and the
Apocslypse of Peter bad been found
in the city of Akhmim, Egypt. The
manuécript i#, according te Dr. Bradke,
in an article published in - Theol,
Literaturblate, eipsio, writlten on
parchment and conteine thirty-three
pages in leatber binding., [t was
found in ap old Christian ‘¢« metery
annd brought to the museum at Gizeh.
From the orthography und style of
writing, scholsre {hink it dates us far
back as some iime between Lhe eightih
nnd twel{th century ol out era,

The followlng from tbe HBuflalo
Ezpress gives an idea of the contents
of the precluus manuscript.

The tragment of the Gospel bappens
to begin with the words: i

But of 1he Jews no one washed his

hande, neither Herod, nor nny of the
judges, nor of Lhe senale wnrhed thejr
bhande. Pilato arose, and Hoerod, the

king, commanded that the Lord should
be brought.

The fragment covers nine pages of
the manuscript, and breake off in the
middle of u sentence; and after stating
that the women had come to the grave
and found it empty, concindes with
these worde:

Bat 1, Simon Peter, and Andrew, my
brother, taking with 18 onr Dats, relurn-
ed to the ses, nnd there was with s Levi,
the son of Alphens, whom the Lord *

= .

The leading varinante between the
etatements of the psoudo-Gospel frag.
ment and the canonical Gospels are
ohlefly the felloawing. At the request
of Joseph, here deolared to be a frlend
of Pilate and of the Lord, the formerp
asked Herod for the body of Chriat,
The request ir granted with the state-
ment that iIf no ene had usked for the
body, then Herod and the Jews would
have huried the Liord, hecsauee the
Babbath wae approsching and it wan a
mandate of the Jewa that the body of
one who had been killed should ngt
remain unbutied at the setiing of the
sun, before the fess! of unleavened
bread; then follows a description
of the sufferings of Christ, but in g
more vivid manoer than that found
in the Gospels, Then we are teld:

And they had twe malefactors apd
ericified the Lord hetween them. Hg
1hil:mmlf said nothingand bad no suifer-
ng.

When one of the mulefactors peti.
tioned Christ for help, heis threatened
by the multitude with still greater tor.
tures, When at noon it becomes ag
dark that many lamps were lighted,
the Jewa began to be afrald. The Lord,
however, cries outl:

My strenpth, my nlrefxgtﬁ, -l-lm;;{-
deserted me; and when he bad #aid this,
He was taken away.

The nulls are drawn out of the hands
ofthe Lord and He is laid upon the
ground, which violently trembles,
The eldefs and priects are filled with
sorrow, and they crv out:

Woe over our sine; near unto us havse
come the judgments and the end of
Jerusalem. I, Peter, however, lamiented
together with my friencs nnd w Caat
down in pur minds,and we hid cureslves
{ and were hunted as malefactors, und ag
those who would ot fire to the temple,
But over all this we (nsted and sat sad
and fasted and lamented day and night
anto 1he Sabbath."

The reaurrection is graphically des-
cribed. While those present at the
tomb dellbernte whetber they should
send word to Pilate on account of
what they saw and heard, the heavens
are opened and a8 man descends and
enters the grave. Thereupon the
watehers flee In alsmsy, and, in the
presence ot Pllate, confe-x their faith
fn Christ as the Bon of God, The
leaders of the Jews, indeed, see their
great wrong, but because of the fear of
the wruth of the Jews, nek thut the
tact « f the resnrrection be Xept a secret,
The youth eitting at the grave aaye:

.

“Whom have ye come to seek save tho
One who was crucified? Ho his arfsen
and has gone away. But if this is not be-
lleved, hend down and see the place
where He had been laid, for He is no
longer here. For He is risen and de-
paried whence Ho was sonl.’’

‘Thiis is the end of the fragment.




