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Apostle John the Holy Ghost was not
givenr untll Jesus was glorified. (See
John 7: 37-39 and at the 1lme the
Savior left His Apostles, (3ee Acts 1:
5). He told them, “For John truly
baptized with water, but ye ehall he
baptized with the Hol¥ Ghost not many
days hence.”

On the day of Pentecost they re-
celved this baptizm, and after receiv-
Ing the Holy Ghost, Peter and the
eleven of the Apostles stoed up, and
Peter, as the oracle of God, preached
unto them, and through his preaching
the seeds of falth were sown and grew
80 rapidiy that the people were pricked
in their heurts, and with one voice
cried out saying, "Men and hrethren,
what shall we do?’  Peter answered
by teaching them the everlasting Gos-
pel John (called the Baptist) had he-
foreé taught. namely, Acta 2: 33, “Re-
pent and be baptized every one of you
in the name of Jesus Christ for the
reminaion of ains, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Hely Ghost.”

By turning to the eighth chapter of
Acts we agnin aee the Spirit baptism
coming after the water, and also find
how it was conferred; Paul was at this
time persecuting the Saints, but waa
ziterwards converted and taught and
practiced the same prnciples and or-
dlnances. (See Heh. 6: 1, 2; also
Acts 19: 1-6.)

In Cialatians, 1: 8. Paul declares that
should even an_angel from heaven
teach any other Gospel than the one
he and the other brethren had
preached, they should be accursed, and
in the 12th verse of the aame chapter
declares that by the revelation of Jesus
Christ was this Gospel taught unto
him: thus it is plain, from a EBElble
standpoint. that the 8avier taught the
laying on of hands (after water bap-
tism) for the bestowing of the Holy
Ghost, hecause FPaul was not taught
it by man. neither did he receive it of
man, but by the revelations of Jesus
Christ.

The Lord may, as Heisees fit. at any
timne, give manifestations of His power,
may send angels 10 people like He did
to Corneljus,or even cause people to re-
celve the Holy Ghost before water
baptismn as this man and his household
did: but never has the Lord, or any
of His servanta, ever promised to rend
an angel to every person hefore bap-
tism: nejther has our eternal Father,
the Savior, or any of the Prophets,
Apostles or servants of God, ever prom-
ised that unhaptized bellevers ahould
receive the Holy Ghost; but te all who
belleve and obey the Lord, has this
gIft heen promised.

- JUNITIS J. TANNER.
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THE FLORIDA CONFERENCE.

Etder C. G. Pavker of Hooper, writ.

ing to his father-in-law, W, H, Nais-
hitt, of this city, from the Fiorida con.
ference, thus expresses himself: I am
enjoying my labore very much. for the
T,ord has blessed me and His power
bas been made manifest in many ways,
and I have been enabled to withstand
all the flery darts of the wicked.

fince January I bave been traveling

with Elder W. H. Summerhays of 8alt|

rtiny  of

all of which I eagerly perused, and
shall be glad to hear from you as you
have time.

The climate agrees with me wonder-
fully, as does my work, the thermome-
ter has been from 28 to 86 in the shade
alt winter, I have had the privilege of
visiting the beach and watching the
waves play upon the sand. It was a
grand sight to me, and I cannot des-
eribe my feelings nor my thoughis as
those great waves broke upon the bar-
rier of sand. I hope and pray that God
will hieas you and preserve your life
until we meet again. With kind remem-
brance to all enquiring friends.

REPORT FROM ST. LOUIS.

3150 Loeust Street, 8t. Louis,
g February 28, 1898,

We have just closed a most sucecessaful
and Interesting conference. The Elders
laboring in Bouthern Iltihols and 8t
Louis have had an enjoyable and profit-
able time together. There were in atten-
dance Preat. Louis A. Kelseh and Secre-
tary J, E. Cardon of the Northern
States mission, nineteen Elders labor-
Ing in this conference, besides Saints
and friends. The sessfons were held
in Bowman’s Hall, corner of 11th and
Locust St.. St. Louls, Mo., the first
convening Saturday evening, 'Feb. 19,

Confernce President V. E. Candland|

presiding. After singing and prayer,
Elder M. J. Ballard dellvered a dis-
course on "The Apostasy and Restora-
tion,” dwelling particularly on the
evidences which support the claim that
the faith which Christ and His Aposties
planted In the hearts of the primitive
Baints was perverted, ita laws trans-
gressed and its ordinances changed by
false teachers, and thus the nuthority
was lost which God had delegated to
man to administer in His name;. this
condition of affairs made a restoration
of the Gospel necessary and the clalms
of the Latter-day Saints perfectly con-
sintent.

Sunday,-at 11 a.m., Elder Ezra Chria-
tiansenh spoke on the "Origin apnd Des-
Man,”” proving from the
Scriptures that the spirit and an ex-
istence with the Father before taher-
nacling in mortality, and that by ren-
dering obedience to the laws and ordi-
nances of the Gosapel in this tife a more
gloricus existence awalt the taithful be-
vond the grave.

Sunday at 3 p.m. Elder M. M. S8tookey
addressed those present on the sub-
jeet of "Primitive Christianity, making
speclal reference to its fruits such as
unity, love, aplritual gifts, etc. Elder E.
8. 8heets followed with a few remarks
oh "“Repentance.'

Sunday, at 7:30 p.m., Elder J. . Car-
don spoke to a large congregation;
showed the necessity of “new revela-
tion;* related some tacts coheerning
the coming forth of the Book of Mor-
mon; showed that itz divine oringin
rested on such good evidences as Blble
prophecy and the testimony of living
witnesses. Elder Louls A. Kelsch fol-
lowed on the same rubjeet and bore a
powerful teatimony to the restoration
of the Gospel. .

Monday at 9 a. m, all the Elders met

Lake City, and 8t. John county, St |in Priesthood meeting where they were
Augustine helng the county seat. and [assigned new companions and fields of

as Is gald, the oldest ¢ity in the Union. |lahor,

Each one expresfed himself as

It I= a beautiful place of 5000 inhab- [well satisfied with hig asslgnment, and

ftants, the people of the connty, as a | all sreemed determined

rule are very kind and hospitable. Dur-
ing our seven weeks stay I have
walked 3256 milea, distributed 250 Gospel
tracts, sold sixty Voices of Warning
and fourteen Books of Mormon, hesides
holding 100 meetings and many Goapel
conversations.

We have made a great many warm
friends, and quite a numhber are earn-
eatly investigating, “the harvest truly
18 great and the laborers few.”

I appreelate your kindness in writing

to do all in
their power to spread the truth. Presl-
dent Kelsech gave much valuable ad-
vice and instruetion with reference to
the deportment and duties of the
Elders. A most excellent spirit was
manfested and all rejoiced that they
were counted worthy to labor in Ged's
vineyard for the salvation of Hla ehil-
dremn.

At 1'p. m. the last sesaion of the con-

ference was held; the speakers were
Rlders D. A. Morrs. W. E. Abbott and

also your fatherly advice and counsel VvV, E, Candland: each gave pood in-

'ntruction and bore a strong testknony
Itu the truth of the Goapel.

Tuensday morning President Kelsch
and Secretary Cardon left for Chicago,
and four of the Elders also left for
thelr fields of labor. The others re-
mained another day to visit some of the
places of interest in St. Louls. In
the evening a most enjoyable time was
apent at the home of one of our friends
in this eity, Fifteen Elders were pres-
ent and several local Baints and ae-
quaintances. The evening was passed
in songs, recitations, Gospel conversa-
tions, ete. Cakes, ice cream, oranges,
apples and grapes were served hy our
kind hostess. Just as the eclock struck
twelve our gathering was dismlssed
other good-bye and separated tiil our
next conference.

QOur brethren and #isters at home can
hiardly realige the pleasure we deriva
from these gatherings of
every 8ix monthe. We look forward
to them with longing, and when the
time comes our hearts are made glad,
our falth i ptrengthened, our love for
'are bounhd together in ties of affection,
atronger than steel and more enduring
than time itself. A friend who attend.
ed pur meeting on Sunday morning
told us that he saw there a silent ser-
mon more eloquent than words., viz:
the hearty hand shakes of the Elders
with one another. Bays he! "I never
saw anything like it in the church to
which I belong—the spirit that pro-
duces such love for
lacking with us.” Another who at-
tended our meeting Monday afternoon
pald that such humility and such love
as accompanjed the testimony of the
Elders he had never witnessed Lefofe.
These statements are true. The lves
that our mlssionaries llve and their
conduet before the world are living
sermond. They need not utter a word,
and yet there is power for good with
them that impresses the people with
whom they come in contact

The work in St. Louls is progreasing
nicely. Just before conference we bap=
tized three honest souls, who received
a splendid testimony of the truth of the
Gospel through earnest prayer. They
manlfested a faith that was truly re-
markable. As a result of their devotion
to the truth, God has blessed them with
the manifestation of His Spirit to such
| an extent that their knowledge of the
Gospel Is greater ,and more powerful
than that of many who have been
" members of the Church for years. The
81, Louts braneh of the Church num-
 bers ahout eighteen members at pres-
ent, and several more are earnestly in-
| vestigating, and we hope to baptize
some of them before long. AmMOnNg
| thege are some who have belonged to
the so-called “"Reorganized Chureh.”

Our meetings, held in a large publie
hall every Sunday morning and even-
ing, are well attended, and our testi-
monles are listened to with interest
Yesterday we opened a Sunday school
with fifteen scholars present, and we
heope to be able to reach some fn this
way that epuld not be got at in any
other. The daily papers here have been
\ very friendly toward us, publishing our
notices, and commenting favorably on
our labors. We desire especially to
mention the St. Louis Republie. It has
often published synopses of our ser-
monsg, sent reporteérs to interview us
coneernihg our faith, and the labors
that we were performing inh the mis-
glionary line, and In every case it haa
been most connlderate and kind toward
us. We cannot praise it too highly.
Qur prospects for the future are bright
and we trust by the blessings of God to
do much good in this part of the Lord’s
vineyard.

Following are the FHlders in tbis con-
ference and their P. O. addresres:

V. E. Candland, M. J. Ballard, M. M.
fitookey. Ezra Christlangen, 3160 Locust
utreet, St. Louls, Mo.

with prayer, and the Elders hid an--

the Elders.
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