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which tois the interpretation accepted by
those who ought to know it bat

general adlaiadial ewing Steven sons
mother Is still alive and though aged
8883 isia vigorous and bright shebhe isie a
devout presbyterian and ought to be
familfamiliarlai with eba bible here is a dis-
patchpatchh from bloomingtonBloomlneton written im-
mediately after the family had been
interviewed

bloomington ill june 26 general
stevenson democraticemo cratic candidate for the
vice presidency of the united states
gets his first name adlai from the bible
itI1 you will turn to chron I1 29
you will find something about adlai
the word means the just

it is an unusual name and the ste-
venson and ewing families have had 94a
monopoly of it for several generations

the tribune of yesterday with much
abuse of the NEWS and perfect disre-
gard of even the most rudimentary
rules of hebrew grammar derives the
word from ahlai and anysany it means

my witness 11 how the 17R in ahlai
came to be D in adlai does not seem to
be a conundrum to the great oriental
scholar of the tribune nor does it
strike him that he is sadly mixed when
he gives the form as the
plural of ahlai and translates it their
testimony ap as yj testimony were
plural on account of being preceproceedededed
by a plural pronoun the whole
effort is more than usually idiotic
surpassing even the ridiculous at-
tempt some time ago to explain
deseret as a diminutive of de

sortert
concerning the meaning of the word

adlai opinions differ under the aircir-
cumstancescumcurnstances it is safe to refer to
languages and particularly to the
arabic which instillis still a living tongue
with an abundance of words and
derivatives the three radical letters
in adlai are A ayen D and L

this wordord is found in arabic adal
and its meaning is to do justly to
act rightly 1 l it has numerousnumeroua deriva-
tives in almostalinosi all of which this mean-
ing Jsis prominent the noun adl is
formed from it and means 41justice j

equity rectitude ththiss ought to
be considered in fixing the true meamean-
ing of the hebrew word in disdispute
with the araiara lcic is soBO near akin
it shows that the NEWS in
interpretinginterpretiriv it as the just has strong
facts to stand upon the word adal
is further very likely retained 11

the latin adaaddlingualingus old german ada-
line and the anglo cediel ail of
which convey the meaning of noble
since one olof the bicstics of no-
bility was supposed to be to meet out
impartial justice the anglo saxon
cedbaellheli found in names like ethel
wolf ethelbert etc and in several
modern names the german
edel and swedish adelaciel are
undoubtedlyundoubtedJy from the same source

THE profound scholar of the tribune
has found it necessary to make a few
explanatory regarding his
first confused statements about the
meaning of the word adlai the ex-
planationspla nations are evidently made not to
throw any new light upon the subject
but to give the writer another oppor-
tunity of indulging in his favorite
pastime abuse of his opponents but
in so daldoingdg hebe displays his utter ignor-
ance of the wor s he has pretended to
exexplainaluin and the language and class of
lalanguagesng aces to which these words be-
long the effort Is significant because

it shows how unreliable the journalburnal isig
in everything it undertakes to dis-
cuss

the question of the meaning of the
word adlaiadiah would not seem important
enough to again refer to in these
columns but torfor the fact that it Isia the
first name of the democratic candidate
for the vice presidency of the united
states and that the tribune with its
usual want of amiability deemed itil
necessary to attempt to assault him by
referring to him asaalthethe 1

or robber we susuppose and then justi-
fy this by an alleged interpretation of
hisdjs name the public who take any
interest at all in the discussion should
know that there is no ground what-
ever for the liberal organs inter-
pretationpre tation of the word

the first statement of the tribune
which we are accused of wilfully per-
vertingverting was that adlai or AdalAdalaidiahah
came from ahlaiablat and means a wit-
nessdeevy or prey was given
asaa the pipluralu ral as near as we could make
it out 1jtI anai and translated their
testimony their prey we pointed
out the absurdity of deriving acsai the
second radical of which isie d from a
word with h as the second radicalradios and
calletcalled the attention to themthe fact that itif
as the tribune pretends to know

is a plural wora it ought to be so
arri slamet

cornered in these particulars the
writer tells us that we pervert his state-
ments well nerefiere are his statements
verbatim

ADLAI or ADALAIAIr or the kindred
from AHLAI mean primarily a witness
or prey thus ADLAI my witness my
sign or ornament as to deeds done

one thathat draws water AH-
LAI beseeching sorrowingborrowing expecting
the plural tormform their testi-
mony their prey etc is alsoalho found in
the scriptures but as the name orof a
place not of0f a person

it is possible that we did not under-
stand what he meant to convey in
this miserable jumble of words and it
is very doubtful whether anybodyany body else
including himself does

the explanation volunteered by the
tribune does not help it out at all it
involves the writer still deeper he
says

the NEWS returned last night to its
silly definition of the just for the
namedame adlai it isia far lesslesa porsipositivetive how-
ever than before which is a sign that it
sees abethe of its ground and
that is well for that definition hkahas nothing
to do with the word or name adlaiadial the
NEWSigess further says that we derevderiveded a
plural form from ahlai which
is a wilful perversion we said
was the plural form of adjni not of
ablai and of ablai not agtheas the
primary word under consideration but
as a word of kinship

now forthefor the facts in the case
the word asaladal to commence with

to which adlai and are traced
isie a root not found in the ancient
hebrew records but as we formerly
colncoineded out Is still used in arabic audand
means to be jast 21 equitable 1l
from this root the words adlaiadia2 and

are formed
the liberal organ thinks adlai

means my witwitnessnees as if the final tz
were the pronominal suffix this is a
blunder the word Is compound from
Ajda justice andaand which is a common
abbreviation efahof jah or Jehovah the cor-
rect meaning of adlai therefore being
ttethe justice of god

our next thinks that
lais the plural of adlai that the

ending am is the plural pronominal
suffix of the third person this tois artan
other blunder hegeniusentus holds that adut
tomlam is composed of adal and owam people
meaning therefore the justice of tajthe
people ap another eminent hebrew
scholar bikonisBi81 monis takes a differdifferentelat
view and considers it composed of auf
corresponding to the arabic abdun

place and warnalam to hidehid giving
the meaning of a hiding place orair
resting place the translatorstransistors of the
septuagint wrote the word odoUod arn

every one of these statements aream
based on geleniusGesenius hebrew and
chalefe dictionary and if there isie any
greater authority on hebrew in thisthi
city we should like to know it

further the word ahlai on which
the great tribune scholar relies soBO
much is not found at all ini d
GegeleniusQeeenseniusius the word he gives twforornament is adah the root of which
means among other things to autonput oa 1 I
ornaments if equivalent to the ber 1 I
man Anziehenelien 0 I1 luebec 1

butchisbut this adah hhasas no relationrelationship toadlai and of course not to the 1I
hebrew aklai

we have established by the highest 1

authority that the meaning of
tois the justice of and that thetribune is nothing but theclumsiest effort of shining in borrowed
feathers and we may now perhaps be
permittedemitted to askaak who tois silly anyhow afmowho isin the 14 esel

the further says thearabic is but a slight uncertain guide
to ancient hebrew and it sneers atour reference to arabic in this matterwe believe that the learned scholar ofdj I1
our has every reasori to I1

consider krablearabic of very small value to
him in determining the meaning of skaword in any language nobody cantcan 1

use to advantage what he knows noth
ing about billingsgate would be mmoreore
useful to him than arabic but alas I1
that is of no value in philology and so
his resources are necessarily limited

scholars however oneider arabicarabia
in another light but we will quote a
few lines on this subject from the demlemilnent english theologian dr josephi
angusanaus after having mentioned var 1I
ious languages cognate to the hebrew 1
he says in his bible handbook g

of all the languages yet named ththearabic has by far the richest modern S

literature and next to the hebrew it jw
the most important of the lhtongues all these languages are of al
in guiding the student of theahe old testa 1

amptment to an accurate knowledge of theoriginal tongue and no hebrewsHebrew 4
lexicon can be regarded as a sataatiis factoryclory authority unless compiled
with a constant reference to the meaning i
of the roots of hebrew words inia the cog
nate tongues it isia upon the knowledge
and the use of these tongues that the saan
periority of modern lexicographers chieftchief
ly depends

ha

does the tribune want any more i
authority for the correctness of ourtOUK 1
position on the question under discus
asionI1 on B

THE BOARD OF EDUCATION

gome of the members of the board
of education yesterday afternoon JW
bened to the arguments of certain local
musicians favoring the introduction goff
the tonic sol fa system into the publia S
schools 3


