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branch of snake river one days
journey above its junction with the
south or lewis 1 branch thia cabin
called henrys fort built in 1809 and
vacated the following year waswaa the
first establishment erected in this
litilatitudetude west of the rocky mountains
non mormon stockmenstockmen Jocalocatedted ranches
at ddifferenti points on and between the
forks of the river more than

years ago
the first litter day saint known to

visit the upper snake river valley
with the intention of permanently
settling there was elder john R
poole of ogden utah who visited the
island afterwards known as plows
island now embracing menanMenanandand la-
belbelleie wards feb 10 1879 and spent
several days in viewing the country
being convinced of itsite capability of
sustaining settlements of the saints he
returned to ogden and reported hildis
coveries to apostle F D richards
who accordingly called a meeting for
reports and finding thitth itt many of the
saints were desirous of locating there
presented elder poole with a letter of
appointment to act as presiding priest
until a fufaitheri ther and more complete or-
ganization could be affected

the first family known to locate onOD

the above mentioned island was that of
joseph C fishrfisherfish r who removed there
in march 1879 in april following
elder poole returned from aden with
seed grain farming implements etc
preparatoryry to farming and jibin the
following december hebe removed his
family there

in 1879 also egin now parker
ward on henrys folkfoik waswag first
settled byI1 y latter day 8 at that
point the firtfirst post office established
adiong the saints in this part of the
country was opened jelv 1 1880 with
A F parker as postmaster

nov 25 1881 presidentPresideiii marriner
W merrill of the cache stake presi-
dency and elder william D hendr-
icks of logan arrived on pooles
island und organized the Fsaints there
into a branch orof the cache stake of
zion with john R poole as presiding
priest and alexander N stephens
and spencer V raymond as Teateacherschera
elders merrill hendricks and poole
then went to egin ownow parker and
organized the few families of saints
who had recently located there into
motheranother branch with wymangymn M
parker presiding priest and william
rawsonon and john powell as teachers

this organization included all the
saints on the north sidehide of snake
river and extended as farfair north as
pleasant valley

janjad 8 1882 the first latter day
saint sunday school in the snake
river valley was organized at egin
with william rawson as superinten-
dent and twelve pupils

in october 1882 president william
B preston of the cache stake visited
snake river valley and being highly
pleased with its natural facilities re-
turned to logan utah and took im-
mediate steps to have a ward organiza-
tion effectelI up there

dec 6 1882 the first latter day
saint meeting house in snake river
valley was complecompletedkd at egin

dec elder thomas ericks
of logan was called to act as bishop of
the bannock ward of the cache stake
ofofelonzion embracing all that district of
country lying north east and west of

the mouth of the Pott neuf canyon and
extending as far in each direction as
there were any members of the church
elder riekericks was set apart to bishis office
by president john taylor

soon afterwards henry flamm of
logan and francis christopher gugun-
nell
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of wellsville utah were chosen
and set apart as his counselors brother
glennellbounnellGlunnell was set apart to his position
as second counselor march 14 1883

inID december 1882 president preston
received the following letter of instruc-
tion

presidents OFFIC11

oyOF JESUS OPOF
SAINTS

SALT LAKE CITYITY dec
president william B preston and coun-

selors logan
dear brethren that you may more

fully understand our wished with regard
to the organization of new settlements
throughout your stake more especially
in the distant and most thinly dettlasettled
parts we address you this oomcommunica-
tion

munica

I1in the first place it would be well in
all cases where possible for yourselves
or the bishop of the ward to which the
parties belong to have a knowledge of
the inintention of those in your stake
removing tpto the new settlements as
to the district in which they in-
tend to locate so that you may
give them any necessary council and
information and also have an under-
standing where they may be found that
they may not stray off and be lost sight
of it is also expected that parties com-
ing in from other stakes will corncoin ply with
these regulations which it will become
the duty of presiding bishopricsbishoprickBish to see
carried out jnin all casescams in making new

i the saints should be advised
to egther together in villages as has been
our custom fiam the time 0of ouroar earliest
settlement in these mountain valleys
the advantages of this plan instead of
carelessly scattering out over a wide ex-
tent of country aream many and obvious to
all those who have a desire to serve the
lord by this means the people can re-
tain their ecclesiastical organizations
have regular meetings of the quorums orof
the priesthood and establish and main-
tain day and sunday schools improve-
ment associations and relief societies
they can also operatecooperateco for the good of
all in financial and secular matters in
making ditches fencing fields building
bridges and other necessary improve-
ments further than this they are a
mutual protection and source of strength
against horse and cattle thieves land
jumpersum etcto and against hostile indians
shouldbimlethereere be any while their compact
organizations gives them many advant-
ages of a social and civil character which
might be lost misapplied or fritteredfritt ered
away by spreading out so thinly that
inter n is difficult dan-
gerous inconvenient or expen-
sive it would be well therefore for
you in company with brother rickstericks to
visit the country and make such loca-
tions of settlements as may bybt desirable
and as the circumstances may require
and have yourpur town lots surveyed by a
competent person and such arrange-
ments made for this kind of settlement
asan you and your counsel and brother
riekericks may deem advisable in doing
this however it would be well not to
interfere with homestead entries or to
embarrassembarass new settlers too much but to
have it positively understood thatitai this
method must be adopted in your settle-
ments we know of no reason why the
method that have been pursued in the
postpast on these matters are any less aviiappli-
cable to the saints in idaho and wyo-
ming
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than they have proved to those in

utah and arizona while the families
are gathered in settlements there can be
no disadvantage in having the farms out-
side within easy reach as the peculiar-
ities of the country may admit the same
as in our older settlements A spirit to
spread far and wide out of sight and
reach of the authorities of the church
must be discountenanced as all latter
day saints must yield obedience to the
laws of the gospel and the order of the
kingdom of god and a methodical com-
prehensionprehenion and intelligent system be in-
auguratedaugu rated that we may gain influence
and not lose strength by strengthening

the cords of the stakes of zion care
must be taken that the interests
of the indiansindiana onen their reserva-
tions water claims or otherwise are
not interfered with but they must be
guarded and protectedprotected in all their rights
the same as aeme white man in all cases
a friendly and brotherly disposition
should be nouri hed towards the laman
ites who wwwill be our friends if we do not
repute them

the twelve have this matter in hand
and will see that things are conducted
right the local presiding bishop willoperatecooperateco with you in all of these affairs
and on matters of importance it would be
proper for you to consult us

we remain as ever your brethren in
the gospel

JOHN TAYLOR
josepnJOSEPH F SMITH

of the first presidency
in compliance with the foregoing

instructions president and
bishop ricks started from logan in
the night of january 4 1883 and ar-
rived at egin nowdow parker in the
evening of the ath ouon the fth the
brethren of that were called to-
gether at the0 of wyman M
barker antianil antong other important

attendedatte nied to arrangements
were made for fencing a operativecooperativeco
field on the ath elders preston undand
ricks traveled to cedar buttes now
menan and on the ath held two
meeting with the saints there in a
small log cabin then used for a school-
house and owned by john R
poole on the through the
kindness of elder poole they
were conveyed by team to the
residence of Theotitheodoreore lyman who
hadbad located a lewfew miles south of the
pre site of lyman townsite where
they stayed that night and the next
day alth arrived on the spot where
rexburg now stands they found
shelter furfor the night at the housebouse of
robert tarter sixnix miles in a westerly
direction near the 1 repent bridge on
henryshenry fork the following day

they returned to cedar buttes
and were entertained at joseph C
fishers residence and on the
boarboardedled the train at eagle rock re-
turning to logan soonboon after this
andrew 8 anderaonAn densonderbon of smithfieldsmith field
cache co utah being a civil en
gincer was called to locate in the
snakenake river valley furfor the lourpurposepose of
practicing his profession subsequently
arrangements were made for a com-
pany to start frum cache valleyvaley with
teams composed of the following
named brethren Frafrancisincle C gunnellgunnellsGunnel lj
thomas E ricks Jun brigham rickerick
heber riekericks willard riekericks daniel
walterwalar lorenzo thorp frfdfred smith
leonard jones and james M cook
these men accordingly started jan
25 1883 and on feb alth following
arrived at or near where the settle-
ment of lyman now is located on the

bank of the south fork of snake


