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branch of Spake River, ocue day’s
journey above its junction with the
south or Lewis® branch. This cabin
valled Heorys Fort, builtin 1809 and
vacated the fellowing year, was the
firat  establishment erected in this
latitude west of the Rocky Mountains.
Non-Mormon stockmen located ranches
at diflerent pointe on and between the
forks of the river minre than twenty-
five years ago.

The first Liatter day 8aint known to
visit the upper Snake River Valley
with the intention of permunently
settling there was Elder Jobhn R.
Pocle, of Ogden, Utal, who visited the
islanid  afterwards known as Poole’s
Is!and (now embracing Menanand La-
belle Wards) Feb, 10, 1878, and spent
gpeveral days in viewing the country.
Belng couvinced of ity capability of
gustaining rettlements of the Saints, he
returned to Ogden and reporled hisdis-
coveries to Apostle F. D. Richards
#ho accordingly called a meeting for
reports, and inding that many of the
Baints were desirous of locating there
prescoted Elder Poule with a letter of
appointment to act as presiding Pricst
uutil a futther and more complete or-
ganization could be affucted.

The first family knowun to locate on
the above mentione:! island was that of
Joseph C. Fisher who removed there
in March 1879. 1o April following
Elder Poole returned from Ouden with
seed-graig, farming implements, ete.,
preperatory to farming, and in the
following December he removed his
family there.

In 1879, also, Egiu (pow Parker
Ward) on Henry’s Fotk, was flrst
settied Ly Latter-day S.iuis. At that
point the first pust uffice established
ammobyg the daipts iu thin part of the
country was opened Jule 1 1850, with
A. F. Parker as postmaster,

Nov. 25, 1881. President Marriner
W. Merrill, of the Cachie Stake FPresi-
dency, and Eller William D. Hend-
ricks, of Lngan, arrived on [Poole’s
[sland wnd orgunized the Baints there
into a branech of the Cache Btake of
Zion, with John R Puole as preslding
Priest, and Alexander N. Stephens
and 8pencer V. Raymond as Teachera.
Elders Merrill, Hendricks and Poule
theu went to Egin (ow Parker) and
organized lhe few {amilies of Saints
who had recently loc.ted there into
another branch with Wyman M.
Parker aspresiding Priest,and William
Rawson apd John PPowell as Teachers.

This organization included all the
Saints on the porth side of Buake
River and exteuded as far north as
Pleasunt Valley.

Jan, 8, 1882, the first Latter-day
Saint Bunday Bchbool ifn the Boake
River Valley was organized at Egin

with William Rawson as superinten- |Y

dent and twelve pupils.

In October, 1882, President William
B. Preston, of the Cache Btake, visited
Bonake River Valiey and being highly
pieased with its natural facilities re-
turned to Logan, Utah, and took im-
wediate steps to have a ward organiza-
tion effecter up there.

Dec. 8, 1882, the first Latter-day
Baint meeting house in SBnake River
Valley was completid at Egin.

Dec. 18, 1882, Klder Thomas E.Ricks,
of Logan, was called to act ns Bishop of
the Bannock Ward of the Cache Stake
of Zion, embraciug ajl that district of
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the mouth of the Pottneuf Canyon and
extenidlng as far in each direction ag
there wereany members of the Chureh.
Elder Ricks was set apart to his office
by President John Taylor. :

Boon afterwards Henry Flamm, of
Logan, and Francis Christopher Gun-
nell, of Wellsville, Utah, were chiosen
and set apari as his Counselors. Brother
Gunnell was set apart to his position
ag second Counnaelor March 14, 1883,

In December, 1882, President Preston
received the folluwing Jetter of instrie-
tion:

“PRESIDENT'S OFFICE,
CHURCH oF JESUs CHRIST oF LATTER-
DAY SAINTS,
SALT LAEKE CiTY, Dec. 26, 1882.

**President William B. Preston and Conn-
selors, Logan:

“Dear Brethrcn—-Thal you may m-re
fully understand our wishes with regard
to 1the organization of new settlements
thronghout your Stake, miore especially
in the distant and most thinly settled
E)_urls, we address you this communica.
ion.

In the first place, it would be well, in
all cases where possible, for yourselves,
or the Bishop of the ward to which the
parties belong, to have a knowledge of
ithe intention of those in your Stake
removing to the now settlements, as
1o the district Jn which they in-
tend to locate, 80 that you may
give them any hecessary council and
information, and also have an under-
slanding where they may be found, that
they 1inay not stray off and be lost sight
of. It is also expected that parties com-
ing in from other8takes will comply with
these regulalions which it will become
the duty of presiding Bishoprics to see
carried out. In all cuses in making new
set!lements the Sajnts should be advised
to gatheor together in villages, as has been
our custom f1om the time of our eurliest
settlement in these mountzin valieys.
The advaniages of this plan, instead of
carelessly seatiering out over a wids ex-
tent of country are, many and obvious to
all those who have a desire to serve the
Lord. By this meanas the people can re-
tain their eccclesiastical organizations,
have regular meetings of the quorums of
the Priesthcod and establish and main-
tain day and Sunday schools, Improve-
ment Associations and Relief Societies;
they can also co-operate for the good of
all in financial and secular matters, in
making ditehes, fencing fields, building
bridges and Other Deccssary improve-
ments. Further than this they are a
mutual protection and source of ptrength
against borse and cattle thieves, land
jumpers, ete., andagainst hostile Indians,
shonld there be any, while their compact
organizations gives them many advant-
ages of a social and civilcharacter which
might be lost, mnsapplied or frittered
away by spreading out so thinly that
inter-communication is difficult, dan-
gerous, inconvenient or expen-
sive. It wonld be well, therefore, for
on in company with Brother Ricks to
vigit the country and inake sech loca-
tions of settlements as may be desirable
and as the circuinstances may require,
and bave your town lots surveyed by a
competent person, and such arrange-
ments made for this kind of settlement
ag you and your counsel and Brother
Ricks may deem advisable. In doing
this, however, it would be well Dot to
interfere with homestead entries, or to
embarass new settlers too much, but to
bave it positively nnderstood that this
method must be adopted in yoar settie-
ments. We know opno reason why the
method that have been pursued in the
past on these matters are any less appli-
cable tn the Saints in Idaho and Wyo-

country Jying porih, east and west of | ming than they have proved to those in

Utah and Arizona. While the faniilies
are gathered in settlements there can be
no disadvantage in having the farms ount-
side, within easy reach, as the peculiar-
ities of the country may admit, the same
a8 in our oider setdements. A spirit to
spread far and wide outof sight and
reach of (he authoritles of the Church,
muesl be discountenanced, as all Latrer-
day Saints must yield obedienceto the
laws of the Gospel and the order of the
Kingdein of God, and a meihodical com-
prehension and intelligent &ysiem be in-
angurated that we may grin influcnce
{and vot lose strength) by strengthening

the cords of the Stakes of Zion. Care
must be taken that the interests
of the Indians en their reserva-

tions, water claims, or otherwise, are
not interfered with, but they must be
gunarded and protected in all their rights,
the same as the white man. In all cases
a friendly and brotherldy disposition
should be nouri-hed towards the Laman-
ites, who will be our friends if we do not
repulte them.

“The Twelre have this matter in hand
and will see that 1hings are conducted
right. The local presiding Bishop will
co-operate with you in ail of these affairs,
and on matiers of importance it would he
proper for you to consult us.

“We remain, as ever, your brethren in
the Gospel, :

JOHN TAYLOR,
Joseprit F. SumiTH,
Of the First Presidency.”

In compliance with the foregoing
instructivus  Presideut Preston anod
Bishop Ricks started from Logan in
the night of Jaunuary 4, 1883, and ar-
rived ut Egiu {now l'arker) in the
evening of the 6th. Owu the 7th the
brethren of that pluce were called to-
gether at the residence of Wyman M.
1'arker, and ambng other important
bugifss altended to, arrangemeuts
were made for feucing a co-operafive
field. Oun the 8th HEldeis Preston snd -
Ricks traveled to Cedar Buttes (now
Menan) and on the 9th held two
eetings with the Saints there in a
swwall log cabin, then used for a schuol-
huvuse and owned by John R.
Poole. Oun the 10th, through the
kindness of Elder Poole, they
were conveyed by tearn {0 the
residence of Theodore Lyman, who .
had located a tew miles south of the
present gite of Lyman townsite, wherce
they stayed that night, and the next
day, (IIth) arrived ou the spot where
Rexburg pow stands. They found
shelter fur the night atthe house of
Robert Tuarter, six niiles in a westerly
direction, pear the jpresent bridge on
Henry’s Fork. The following day
{12th) they returned to Cedar Buttes
and were eutertaiuer at Joseph C.
Fisher’s residence, and on the 13th
boarjed the train ut Eagle Roek, re-
turping te Logan. Boon after this
Aundrew #. Anderson, of Bmithfield,
Cache Cv., Utah, being a civii en-
gineer, was called to locate in the
Sunke River Valley fur the purpose of
practicing his profession. Bubsequently
arraligements were made for a com-
pany to start from Cache Valley with
teams composed of the following
named brethreu: Fraocis C. Guunell,
Themas E. Ricks,Jun., Brigham Ricke,
Heler Ricks, Willard Ricks, Danjel
Walter, Lorenzo Thorp, Fred. Sinith,
Leonard Jones and James M. Cook.
These men accordingly started Jan.
25 1883, and on Feb. 11th following
arrived at or pear where the settie-
ment of Lyman now is located, on the
nortk bank of the south furk of Bnake



