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lveive been very much interested
in the remarks of Brotbrotherlierller orson
pratt

I1 wish duringdaring the short time that
I1 occupy the stand to make a tofew
observations in reference to the
foundation upon which we have

dourdounouroun faith inandlandTct beliefbellef inithe principlesprinciples of the everlastingO

gospel which we hayenave espoused
and to beesee what means the elderseidersidera

t of the church of jesus christ afpfbf
latter day saints employ inbi
liebing thisethese principles in the
hearts ortheofthe people in the varlvArIvariousouis
nations where they are proclaiming
the fullness ol01 lugthe gospel itt is
well perhaps in view of the sur-
rounding and in
consideration of the difficulties that
arise in ouroar midst and which may
possibly try our faith to examine
occasionally more closely into the
foundation upon which we ground
our hopes our hoileshopes in regard to
our property and in regard
to our ability to accomplish
the commandments off godgd and
withstand the temptations
that will ba presented to try
our faith and overcome the dim

that may come in our way
in the path of ouroar progress in
preaching the gospel in the days of
the apostles there were certain
things that followed their labors
that inspired individuals that re-
ceived the doctrine from atlieItlietheirIr
hands that filled them with greatgibat

in regard to those prin-
ciples as 1313ig shown on a certain 00oo
casloncasion where one of the Apapostlesgaties
uisuses1

es language likeilke this ourouroar gos-
pel came not unto you in word
only but also in powerer andinandrin oheohoahothe
holy ghost and inin much assur-
ance the people who had re
calved the 9gospel were reminded ofbf
the peculiar1 blessings and powers
that attended it in its administra-
tion when the disciples were or-
dained by the savior and sent forth
to proclaimim the gospel 166 the world
they were told that certain bless-
ings and assurances should follow
its administration on another oc-
casion it was said by the savior
when people were anxious to know
in regard to the divinity of hisbia mis
sioneion he told them that if they
would do the will of god they
should know of the doctrine and
again on a certain time when
his disciples came together he
asked them what the people
said in relation to him the charac-
terberthatthat they gave him and the
feeling he had produced among
them in regard to the divinity of
his character he was informed
that the people had various ideas
and views in relation to it some
thought that hohe was one of the
prophets that had risrisenenthatthat he
was eliasellas or jeremiah or john the
baptist that had been beheaded
in the midst of this confusion of
ideas however there was one
individual that had obtained cor-
rect information on the subject and
from a quarter that every person
that receivesleelecelveselvea the fulhem of the gos-
pel is privileged to obtain a perfect
knowledge of its divinity turning
to the disciples he said but
whom say ye that I1 am and
simon peter answered and said
thou art the Christ the son odtheof the

living god 71 now he had obtain-
ed a revelation inirr regard to the
character of thothe son of god he
had not obtained it through the ob-
servance of the miracles that jesusjesua
hadbad performed he hadbad not ob-
tainedrained it from any other quarter or

dourcesource savehave from god the eternal
father jesus told him that flesh

A and blood hath not revealed it unto
theethed but my father which is in
heaven andaud isayI1 say unto thee that
thou arhartaltpaterpaternaten and upon thisthia rock
I1 will build my church andind the
gates of hell shall not prevail
against it 11 that is upon the rock
0 revelation for the nature of the

is such that when ills pro
claimed and honestly obeyed indi

ij receive a testimony in re-
gardhard to0 the divinity of the doc-
trine was confirmed on the
day of xeneRene cost peter in preach
ing to the people baidsaid repent
andmud be baptizedbaptisedsed every one of you
in the namehame of jesus christ for the
remission of binssins and ye shall re
celvaceiva the gift of the holy ghost
for this promise Is unto you and to

your children and to all that araam
aarafar off even aaas many aaas the lord
our god shall call 12 thibthis gift of
tae holyboly ghost ISA different prin
cipleelpie from anything that we see

i

manifested in the sectasectarianrian worldoridorld
djsit is a principle of and
rerevelationvelation itisillsit16 a princprineprincipleipie that
reveals things pastpasty present andidad to
comecorne and these gwoguts of the boliholy
ghost were to be rocrecreceivedelvea through

i obedience to theIlle requirements otof
the gospel agas proclaimproclaimededlinin those
dayslays and as proclaimed boytoyy thothe
elders of the church of jesuajesus
christ ottil latter day saintssainta iuju these
days it was upon thisthib lockyockjock that
ttiela faith should be grounded
from this quarter they should re-
ceive a knowledge of the doctrine
they hadbad espousedespoused and we are told
by the Savior that the gatesgatesotof hellbell
should not prevail against them
thus the church was organized

upon the principle of revelation in
placed first apostles berserse-

condarilycondacondarllyrily prophets thirdly teach-
ersenar after that miracles then gifts
of healings helps governments
diversities of tongues thus god
placed in his kingdom anetand in his
church those things that were acab
cording to the mind and will of
heaven according to the laws of
the celestial world in another
place we arearetolatold that godsavegodgoa gayegave

unto men and he gave
bomecome apostles and somesame prophets
and someborne evangelists and some
pastors and teachers now for
what purpose were they given
we are told ahat they were given

for the perfectingot the sainte fontonfor
the work of the ministry for we
edifying of the body of christ
how long were these gifts to con-
tinue we are told they were to
continue till weve all come inthelathein the
unity of the faltfaithand of the know-
ledge of the sohsofa 0 god unto a
perfect man unto the inernemeasureasure of
the statstattiratiro of the falnessfulness of
christ these were thutho princi-
ples taught by the apostles and
when they went forth among
stranstrangersgeis they could say we have
authority to administer in the or-
dinancesdinances of the gospel but you
cannot know these things except
you receive thisthia knowledge from
the eternal world we profess to
have thisfhle authority dulbul yott giregirofireareane
notpot acquainted with us youyon
donoteilotilo notbot kwokhoknoww otounourit character we yeie
quire you to repent of your sinsalfis gildand
to be baptized for a remission of
the bamesame and then youoh shall have
a knowledge ofaf the truth these
are the declarations of our eiderselderss
in thebethese days it is by this means
that the people areaie gathered here
fromirom the various nations of the
earth herecehere we havea people from

france
audand from almost all the nations of
theeartathe earth why are we gathered
into these mountaintaiatala vallvailvalleyseyt why
have we left our homes in distant
landh because we realize the
of the gospel as proclaimed byloy the
elders we have received the gift
of the holy ghost which has re-
vealed to us this knowledge and it
is because of this knowledge that
we arlart here todayto day where in aliall
the world can you find a class of
ministers that dare take the post
tion our elders do where is the
man or set of men that can babe
found that dare to present them-
selvesselves before thuthe world andrayand sayeay that
they havohave been authorized of god
to administer certain ordinances to
the people through which they
mayrecemay receivelvelye revelation from god
any one announcing a doctrine of
tuisthis kind would bounBOUD be found out
if behe was an impostorimpoator he would
place himself lnainain a very dangerous
position and would soon be disdie
covered if hebe held no such
authority our eidereldera however
dare take this position we have
takentakeru this position for nearly fifty
years god has sent his holy an-
gels fromfrem heaven and restored the
authority to man to administer the
ordinance odtheof the gospelsand through
thesethose ordinances thetho gift of the
holy ghost now confers upon man
a knowledge in regard to the divin-
ity of this work now we talk
about people succumbing because
of their inferiority in numbers or
because they areate partly iniii the mi-
noritybority that may babe ailall very well
providing it is simply mansmana work
wowe can very well beeeee that in such
case could not expect to
prosper or succeed in opposition or
in holding principles that are in
conflict tojo those of of
people noah could nolnot expect to
succeed against a whole generation
while his doctrine was accepted
only by bevenseven individuals provid jing it had beonbeen onlyoaly mans work
neither could moses rwhenhen hhe0 ppro-
claimed his message expect to havehavoliaveste

succeedsucceededod against the egyptian

governa enand etli wh
hpho not been jninspired and badhadbad au-
thority from god itisit is not that
boneman orteroy men should pro
claim principles as divine anadeand de
mandmud their aacceptanceceeapaika ned unless he

t ab pnd manrzteif tthereforeerere fores thea eideneeidenm of lirisraelael
hayohavoboenboon authorized if they have
received authority fromfronrom the al
mighty to procproeproclaimlaina thase princi-
ples ihenthen it will be very easy to
understand who win sucBacsuccumbcumb n
the end ifftif it Is the work we
may expect very wellwelt yWhhathaiatwIllwill be
the result a jaw in th
dayotof king cebu chad nezzar that
all nations should bow to the golden
image which he setact up it was
made obligatory upun every indi-
vidual that he should not offer
prayer to the god oLofheaven welwell
now what were the itisit ia
very easy to see it is very easy to
see what will be the ailall
timeatimes when god haab work to acjac
com in the of a
when men of integrity gueft of
honesty receive a knowledge afpfp
any principle divine principle
when they receive a manifestation
of the almighty concerconcerning the
truth of any work or any doctrine
it is a very difficult matter to des-
troy or force that knowledge upon
them you cannot do it briniby im-
prisonment you cannot by any
method of torture boso in regard to
the people called latter day maintsmiatiaints
InasInaam iTch as they have received
these doctrines inJu vatiousvarious nations
where the gospel hashis been pro-
claimed and inasmuch aaas they
have received a divine manifesta
tion of the truth ottofthosebose principles
we do not expect when they come
herebere to these mountain valleys that
they are to be frightened out of
these these things because a manemana
religion is more deardeaf to him than
life haa abyanybodybody received a
revelation to the contraryaryars has

reclecreceivedelved a
joseph smith was not endowed
with power fromfron on high or that
the elders of israel have not been
authorized to preach thisthib gospel
no but we can bring thousands of
individuals thata have received
revelation that these things
are true thousands upon thou
sanda ives zhanthan tijuzija
upon which thethi church of jesjebjesusjebuss 9
christt of latec djda asanta iaIsbatbunt
iaIs the rock ol01 revelationrev upon the
rookrock that Jestisgaidbaid hewould buildbulia
his church f andanu the gates of hellheil
should not prevail yewe
ha received thisthia knowledge
through flesh and blood we hayehave
not received thisthia festMonylonymony from
man we have not received it
through the reading of the bible 3

newnow testament or book of mor-
mon but we have received it
through the opeoperationsns of the holy
ghost that teacher of the things of
god things patpast present and to
come and that takes of the things
of god making them clearly man

unto us you cannot takefike this
knowledge from us by imprison-
mentmont or rnykuyany hindkind of persecution
we will stand by it unto death

and now all the laiterlatter day
saints have to do all that is re-
quired of usms to inalia nsus perfectly
safe under all circumstances of
trouble oz persecution iaIs todoto do tothee
will of god to bo
and to keep ourselves devoted to tb e
principles that we bavehave received
do right one by another trestrespasspaspaa
upon no mansmarila rights live by every
word that from the
mouth of god andaull his holy spirit
will aid and amstusassist us under all cir-
cumstancescurncumstances and wowe will comecomo out
of the midst icolit all abundantly
blessed in our houshouses9 in ourout fami-
lies in our iiofloflocksbilsblis in our fields
and in everyeverydaywayvay god will blessbiess
us he will give us knowledge
upon knowledge intelligencegence upon
intelintelligence wisdom upon wieviewisdomdopa

may god hecladd 1114HI blessing upon
this people bo faithful
ourselves faltalfaithful toito allzill thetho princi-
ples wwe have received seekingbeeking one
othersan interests with alltill our
heart andaud god will pour out hlable
spirit upon us and we will comcope
onoff victorious in thmhdtheendend which jl
ask in thetho name ofbf thetho nordcord jesus
christ amenamon

presbyteriansRIANS AND wildlyfbilylly
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eddora deseret cwg
in the thathe sixteenth

century lived doctor martiamartla lut-
her the gret faryargermanIermau reformerBe former
nowN0 lutherluthor belbeibelievedleveAlevee thatmwmy was in accordance with the
scriptures yet hiahla roman catho

lio trainingnikfik and kurdBurdpeaupeah monoga-
mous traditions and customs per-
plexed hibhla mind and muddled his
views upon the bubsub act aa yeiyerbef

could not conscientiously say nay
and yesjes with somebome
ance and perturbation of ludiud yet
he didalldaysa ityi two of the foremost
characters in thinthe reformation in
germany augusangus
tin manki and philip landgravegrave
of hesse the formerforriter represented
ther controversial and
the latter the information anili

taatt philip believed he badhadshad d
right to havehavo more than one wife
he therefore luther
6andaudnd the ttoprotestant whministersilsterslisters that
his health would mot allow of blabiabiahis
cohconfiningfining himself aboIbo odiooddoorie 11

philip didnotmot diab to live in adul-
tery or fornication
ducer to negotiate ablaabia deldedicateleate
matter with the theologians of wit
temlemburkburcbur philip argued in thisthib
loavway L hanebave neatikead both the old
and newnow testa carefully and
find no help indicated than
to take a seconasecond wife andana I1 aekask
before godgud whyshy cannot I1 do what
abraham jacob david lamech
andanti golomon have dontdoni

I1 quote further from micheles
Xlitelifeireife ofoj luther

the quesguesguestionquestionuondon of polygamy had
been agitated from the begin-
ning of protestantism which pro-
fessed tto restore the world to scrip-
tural life and Whatwhatevereyereyen his
nance luthrluther durst not condemn
the oldoid testament lu-
ther too had already heldheid theo-
reticallyre ticailycally and wl thout ATivikIng it
tpto be put into practice the very
doctrine advocated bvbythethe land-
grave heae had written years be-
forefoefot t confess I1 caticatlcan-
not say that Volypolygamygamy is repug-
nant to holy scripture yet jooa
not have the practice introducedI1 d
amongst christians who oughoughttleloto
abstain oven frofromt what igij lawfullawftilLil

in order to avoldavoid spandalscandal and luin
order to maintain that ho
decorum which saint paul re

guiquirelli under all circumstanced f
jan 1524 polygamyi a

not amongst christians
except in cases of absolute necessnecessi-
ty as when a man Is coreed to beppep
arate from a leprous k I1
emmap 15150707 one
daymutday putpud the case ta dr basilusBas IHus I1

whoubinathiraubinthir a manmau ataf
meledmeted with
might take a and re

adans er idift the affirma-
tive luLutherluthen observed at be
ofdf dandangerousdangergendusgerdusoua io A 1D
1539 4

kgreatly
iby the landgravesLandgraves mesmessagesage all

the theologians of as-
sembled to draw UujP an nwenandand
tue beauli was a compromise he
was alloailoallowedweck a double marrimanriageon
clcondition thar his secondsecond Vwirewifelreire
thould not be publicly recognizedyour highness rubtrust b aware of
the differencee belicenbe vicen establish-
ing a universal alidnd granting an
exceptional lawJAW tweV
cannot publicly sanctionign a jauplu-
rality of wives 4

a 14if
nevertheless your highness is fully
resolved to take a second wife yveve
are of opinion that the marrmarriagefigeigge
should be secret given
at Wittemburg after we beatifestivalvalvai ofof
btst nicholas 1539 mattinmartin lath-
er

luth-
er philip martin
bacer antony corvin adamjohn lening justin WintwiniwintferdferlachtD
conisius Me lanther 1 I1

this affair is related more fully
by some authors I1 give the fol

extracts from the lengthy
letter of the reformreformerseri to the land-
grave as from Bosboh wisKistoire
deslea variation i

azoso the prince and
lord philip landgrave of hesse

of diets of
hain and nedda our gracious lord
wowe wish above all things the gragograce
of god through christ beauf
I1 list vvejveve ibave been Informinformedrd by
bacer and inthein ithe instructionon your
highness gavedave him have read the
trouble of mind agidand uneasiness of
conscience your HighhighnessweisVeis Jsis under
at this present and although it
seemed to us very difficulteo speed
fly to answer the doubts proposed
nevertheless we should not permit
thuthysamegame bacer jhb was urgent for
his return to your highness to gogd
away without eintinan answer in writ

and2ndad if your highness is re-
solved to marry a second wife we
jajudgeadge it ought to be done secretly
ththat ia thauthat none buthut the person
you shall wed hudaud a few trusty perpen
bonssons know fhethe matter andaudnd they
too under the sealbeat of confession
hence no contradiction nonorr scandal
of moment need be apprehended
for it is no extraordinary thing for
princes Q keepbeep conoonconcubines and

though the vulgar shouldbould bescanbebeanbe scansean
thereat the more intelli-

gent would doubt ofothethe truth and
would tcpapprovep of

thiathis moderate kind of life prefera-
ble to adultery andanutherdother brutal ac-
tions there laIs no need of being
conceconcerned fonfor wha men sayeay pro-
vided all goes right coneolenceclence
boso farfanfarradodo we approve of ilandliand
la these circumstances only etisby us
specified fonfor thetho gospel bathjaath nei-
ther recalled nor forbid what wabwag
permitted in the law of moses with
respect to marriage i

youryoun finnessess bathhath therefore
in thisthia writing ngu only the ap-
probation of us all in case of lelieli2 tsu

yuuyou dire
butput also the reflection we have
made therotherethereuponupon we beseech you
totd weigh them as a wisawise
virtuous and crristianCnristian prince we

of god to direct all for hishia
glogiogloryanngidryglory and your highness salvaeava
llontion may glgodad prepresellabelyeselya your
highness we are mostmoat ready to
senyabenya younyour witnelgiven at tlttee
WedneswednesdaydaodaT after the fast of srst

1nicholas
ybur highness most humble

andtwhid hibstmost obedient subjects and
servants

martlmartinmartin luther Pphiliph 11 ap mel
ancane martin bacer su1

tbonyhonyI1garvin36rvin adamadami johnjohll
justus Wartutefuteute denhdeny adelanmelan
thercheri

This letterfatter was inill
ownwn geo
nugpicher notary imperial thathe
marriage contract of Philiprhilip with
margaret dedo saal hishia second wife
was attealleattestedisted by BaUhaalthwaTasatasai nandband of
feelanfeea kotarynotary public imperial
the marriage ceremony waswaa per
formed or administered in
andenanderi la aroPropresence of
buterbater and others

although visvib was a varytary gravgrate
agh onoone can Bscarcely K

irmapresa at the almost lual
orouscrous prepredlpredicamentdicicimentmout in which luther
and biahia brother theologians and re
formers of VYamburg joundfound
thecaethemselveslveive inin wjwithth regard to the
biblebibie law of marlamariamarriagegp 49 yastas a

utfar hemeterheneterneten banmanmanahanthan are somo re
tearteaicherschera of our day his

honesty would not allowabow him to
raysay thatthai polygamy waswaa bof

cateat with nudand tradiffa
and custom would not alloyallow hisahim

at0 marriageinar rinoge hence the
curious compromise with the
landgrave hohe could have two
wives for that was not sinful
but the matter mastbe
fortoror far of licandal luther 13lsis13 nelnei
therthen the farat nor the ladt man who
has found great difficulty IQin en-
deavoringdeavo ringxing to reconcile the lawsof

god with the traditions audand ens
menmeo double dealingdealinfi

whether in doctrine or pr
often puts Mmonmenon into desperatedebdes
straits even in despite of the best
intentions I1 IROw

sir willfam Hamilhamitonvonvou aysbaya that
luther believed in
legality of polygamy and wished
atoit to be sanctioned by the civil au
thorittes J

speaking of luther and hahh
brother reformers nichols biyaltaye

Cthesthey heidheld that the gospels no
chete
monogamy and that polygamy
had begubean practicedpractised by thetho h
dignitaries afpf the church 1 11

continua in the chris
tian church until a comparatively
recent erlau aadvaand waswabs allowed by
luther alaice fathers of the pro-
testant bibBis as it also islsla13 to
this day under certain circum
stances 1byY our boards of foreia dinu

11sygy

well batheaf the
grestlgreA eGermangerman reformer

luthenluther waswabwas far before hibma age
and betoroborobeveralseveral 0othertilert ro-ro re-
formers anon thetho subject totoot religiousloul
liberty vol
ail p 50 he waswat alati fanfar before
the assem-
bly of of their high and
mighty contelcontemporarieshiporades sesecretary
evartsevarta antautaudand his brothbrotherr membersmembers of

the present administration vt tillsthis
federal republic

perhaps the roman catholics
considered thisthia action of luther
and his fellow theologians veryvety
scandalous but the CacaeCabtollesolics havehava I1

motpot qa much room to complain of it
as some people mayway think in a

former letter I1 said that the catho-
lics did not allow either polygamy
or divorce ordinarily but they bavohave
allowed those practices extraordin-
arilyariyarly jnin regard to the formersformer oneono
noted iastan e opoccurscurscurb to my mimind I1

in theehe beginning of the sixteenth
century a dominican friar named
johannjohaun or john diez or diepiediezeleely or

tezel or under the authori-
ty of pope leo X a medici hadbad a


