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vewfew people have any idea of the

1 auntamount of work which devolves upon
OL member of congress the popular
impression is of a pampered and idle

r individual who is paid a fat salary for
making a spectacular show of himself

s tnin tha congressional amphitheater for
clayingabingflayingflaying aye and nay at his bartys call
Alsdistributing a few seeds and docu-
ments and perhaps delivering one or
two spread eagle speeches in course of

session the salary attached to say
athing of the perquisites is considered
by the masses as much more than
equivalentbivalentuIvalent for the services performed

aindad mazymany are of the opinion that the
honor of the position coupled with its

t influence in securing positions for
friendstendstr and political adherents is com
pensatlon enough and that no salary

ii should be required
to be sure the fortunate M C has

honors showered upon him and many
emoluments outside his regular hire

1 as a servant of the people but he earns
tbtUs a year every cent of it the

i hod caroler would kick with vigor if
compelled to labor motemore than eight
hoursbows per diem or ten at the most but
the national legislators hours average
eighteen out of the twenty four itif in

1 deed his work is ever done for his busy
brain goes on milling schemes and po-
litical problems even in the land of

f dreams let us follow a member
through his usual day and see how he
spends the time he rises at eight
relock which is very early in wash
ingtonbaton where night is turned into day
and4 the hours de cregeur for social
pleasure begin at nine p m and con-
tinue into the wee sma hours of the
Inmorningorning long before he tois out of bed
duds have been coming in and visitors
waiting to see him vishis valet if he
Is rich enough to indulge in such an
appendage or a servant of his hotel or
boardinghouseboarding house raps discreetly on his
door when the pressure becomes too
great to be longer withstood and at

f ewece the sleepy M C is in harness and
H e working day begins perhaps the
firstars wolwordd he hears is lady to see
tvcwi sah been since sebben

k tock sah so he dresses in hastewttout of course with the care which his
positionrosi tion demands and descends break

to the parlor where his tor
mentors await him he finds them

near the door a jealous
looking party each glaring at the
othersethers as who should say he is the

tk member from my district and evereveryy
ane of them plainly feels if he or she
doesdoea not mayflay it in words a claim on the

vCongress mans services because his or
er relativesIelat tives voted for him here is a

s widow in weeds and woe whose pen
slotalm torfor the long ago services of her
husbandban I1 unclecle samuel should in
crease in order to add sugar to the

t yead and butter or whose boy must
t vede appointed as page in the capitol or

vrho tes16 herself an applicant for some
easy to do in the pay of the

there is the good looking
young woman fashionablyfashona bly attired and
confidently smiling or rather there

r atay be dozens of her every day she
i ihas come up from his district expec-
tinging to lyebe palt right into the treasury at

salary of a thousand a year and she
wants to consult him as to which partic-
ular place he would better get for her
or she brings him a letter from some

fftotten acquaintance residing a thou-
sand miles from his district asking

allm to please put her into one of the
departments As it those coveted
places were to be had for the asking

how little people outside of washing-
ton seem to understand that for every
vacancy actual or prospective there
are hundreds of applications that
congress as a body egged on by eager
constituents are perpetually clamoring
at the doors of the departments torfor
places which they know cannot be ob-
tained and that civil service has added
a thousand fold to the difficulties in the
way another caller may be a veteran
member of the G A R who thinks he
has been illegally discharged from gov-
ernment employ and wants to get back
again others are college friends or
army comrades who desire a personal
introduction to the president others
are merely constituents who are in
town for a few days and feel fairly en-
titled to the service of the M C in

showing them around for they
vote for him sadder than all and not
least numerous are the applicants for
charity men and women who came
here to urge claims of appointments
which they have failed to get whose
money and hopes have both disap-
peared and now entirely destitute
they must be fed and sent home at the
Congressmans expense disposing of
all these without once mislaying his
temper the M C gets his breakfasttaking his letters with him to read and

digest along with the chops and
eggs first of course the home letters
from wife and children if they are not
with him at washington and com-
parativelyively few congressmen can afford
to keep them in this most expensive
city from his aged parents breathing
prideride in their distinguished son whichaehe vows in his secret heart to deserve
and perhaps the devoted wife who is
patiently bearing all the home burdens
while her lord is away has guided the
babas hand in some sc rawlings across
the page which actually bring tears
to the eyes of the polished man of the
world right here let me enter my
emphatic protest against the impres-
sion which prevails in the rural dis-
trict anent the immortality of theaverage congressman why should a
hitherto respectable citizen whom his
friends and neighbors have trusted
well enough to elect as their repre-
sentativesenta tive suddenly lose all sense otor
moral obligation when he comes to
washington when you axeare in rome
do as the romans is a wise old saw
but the romans themselves may be de-
cent people this is not the wicked
est city as many suppose not by a
very great deal the searchlight
of publicity is turned too full upon
its high placed to admit of shady
doings and peoples minds are occu-
pied by things of far greater impor-
tance I1 am aware that the foregoing
statement sounds a good deal like the
placard which the good deacon posted
in his melon patch boys let these
melons alone they aint ripe and god
sees you but there is truth in it
nevertheless

A Congressmans mail represents a
great deal of his hardest labor it is
not all received at his residence but
the bulk of it goes to the capitol post
office and is piled upon his desk by a
page the wise M C answers all his
letters if a veteran meffmemberiber of the
house he may get from seventy five
to one hundred a day on all manner of
topics from the greatest affairs of
state to the drivel lings of political
cranks if he is a grand army man a
great many of his correspondents re-
quest him to look up claims and use
his influence in forwarding settlements
scores every day are applications for
office some of them strong appeals for
worthy persons from mutual friends

and endorsed by weightiestweight iest influence
should he visit the departments and
attend personally to all these requests
that alone would assume his entire
time and then the requestsrequest made for
seeds midand maps and public documents
and goodness knows what occasion-
ally a constituent writes to say that he
has invented a wonderful thing and
that he understands that it costs about

75 to get a patent as he is a little
short just now he desires his

member to advance the money and se-
cure the patent and he will repay him
richly from the enormous profits he ex-
pects to reap and probably next day
a big box express charges unpaid is
unloaded at the M C s door and be-
comes a regular white elephant on his
hands other writers plenty of them
are grumbling about their post master
and want him removed forthwith and
no end of them desire books printed
and mailed at government expense
now and then a man who would per-
haps refuse the earth as a free gift
mentions the titles of books enough to
fill an express car and winds up by
adding and all the other government
publications besides the letters are
bushels of newspapersnew most of them
containing articles marked for his in-
spectionspec tion to ignore one of which might
cost hinthim his reelectionelectionre then there
are baskets full of public documents
and pamphlets on all conceivable sub-
jects semi lunatics present visionary
schemes for righting all human wrongs
and persons interested in private bills
flood him with circulars he is invited
to banquets and receptions galore
asked to remit good sized checks for
tickets enclosed to entertainments
given for charitable purposes which he
cannot attend and among the sterner
stuff are scented billetdouxbillet doux from fe-
male admirers whose greatest fault tois
ineffable silliness and a few which are
practically bids for favors about
which the least said the better

usually the member hurries to the
capitol as early as 10 a m although
as everybody knows the session ofcongress do not begin till 12
if he is on some important committee
he must attend all its sessions with
unfailing regularity and also the ses-
sions of the subcommitteessub committees to which
he is assigned on the way to his com
cittee room to take part in discussing
some pending bill of national conse-quence he is waylaid at every step by
the importunities of visitors ilehe tois
buttonholedbuttonholesbutton holed by delegations urging him
to use his influence toward changing
the tariff schedule or to exert itagainst a bill believed to be damaging
to the commercial interests of the city
they represent he is urged to favorthis measure or to oppose that A
friend begs him to urge upon the com-
mittee on claims some personal binbill
another wants him to see the commit-
tee on military affairs and use his in-
fluence on behalf of some soldier
wrongfully disgraced another tells aharrowing tale of a poor woman who 4
has lost her place in the department
and must have it back right away be-
fore the wolf at the door devour her
flock another insists that a bridge
must be built across the creek atpodunk and demands that the member
gives the measure his personal atten-
tion others merely want to cajole
out of him his views on the cuban ques-
tion or civil service or the annexa-
tion of hawaii newspaper men way-
lay him numerously for interviews
and the scarlet woman with painted
cheeks and luring eyes presents her
card to him on one pretext or another

the meeting in the committee room
lasts till high noon when the speaker
calls the house to order and like theschoolboyschool boy with shining morning
face he must be at his desk to an-
swer roll call and he has to run the


