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I AM very happy for the privilege of meet-
ing with the Latter-day Saints, and I have
reason to be thankful that I am able to
speak a little to them. It brings many
things to our reflections and causes many
thoughts to arise. When we look over the
human family, what a variety we see, and
especially upon the subject of religion, We
take Christianity, for instance, and as na-
tions, as people, we believe in and on the
Lord Jesus Christ., Most of Christian pro-
fessors believe in the ordinances, or some
portions of the ordinances, of the house of
God. Most of Christians believe in the
breaking of bread, in blessing it and par-
taking of it in remembrance of the broken
body of our Savior; also in taking the cup,
consecrating it and then partaking of it, in
remembrance of his blood that was shed
for the sins of the world. And then take
up the bundreds of different denomina-
tions, and what a motley mass we present
in our faith, feelings, sympathies, judg-
ment, passions and conduct; man against
man, priest against priest, people against
people. Now let the Christian denomina-
tions come here: ‘‘Yes, the Latter-da
Saints believe in taking the Sacrament, 1t
is true, but what a pity,’’ say they. ‘‘They
profess to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ.
Oh dear! I wish they did! Yes, they seem
to manifest great confidence in the atone-
ment, in the ordinances and commands
ments, I wish they were a beiter people!
What a pity it is that they are such an
outlawed, sinful race of beings as they are!
What a pity!” “How we E!hriutiana do
pity the Latter-day Saints.”” Then again,
how we Latter~day Saints do pity ihe
Christians] What a spectacle! And see us,
88 Christians, warring with each other!
What for? For our fn re faith, for our holy
desires, for our great charity to each other,
for the love of Christ, for the salvation of
the souls of the children of men,

Now is not this a spectacle to present to
angels? Why if the Lord Almighty was
not beyond the conception of humanity in
charity and love, in mercy and longsuffer-
ing, in patience and kindness to his crea-
tn where would we have been ere this;?
We would have been welterng in his wrath,
we would have been drinking his hot dis-
pleasure. But he is more merciful than
we are. I have though a t many times
I was very thankful I was not the Lord
Almighty, I should be consuming my
enemies. How I should contend against
those who hate me, 1 am glad I am notthe
Lord. And to see the Latter-day Saints
here, following the example of the Savior
when he took his disciples into an upper
room, and bade some of them go and pre-
pare to partake supper with him the last
time before his erucifixion. He teok the
bread and blessed and brake: “‘Take and
eat yo all of this, for this is my body in the
New Testament,”” He took the cup and
blessed it: *“Drink ye all of this, for this is
my blood in the New Testament.” Here
we Aare dolni the same to-day. What
more? Do this until I come, for I will nei-
ther eat nor drink any more with you in
this capaecity until I drink anew with you
in my father’s kingdom on this earth,
Will he do it? Certainly he will.  *“Do
this in remembrance of me until I come.”
- We are doing this to-day. Do notother
Christians do the same? Theydo. How
do we Latter-day Saints feel towards them?
Were we to yield to the carnal passions of
the natural man and we had the power of
the Almighty we would spew our enemies
out of our months, yes, we would hiss
them from the face of hbuman society for
their evils, their malice, for the revenge
and wrath they have towards us. But we
are not the Almighty. Iam glad of it. I
am bappy in the reflection that I have not
the power, and I hope and pray I may
never it until I can use it like a
God, until I can wield it as our Father in
heaven wields it, with all that eternity of
majesty, glory, charity, with his judgment,
discretion and with every faculty u% com-
passion. Iam happy in the reflection that
I do not possess the power. I am glad you
elders do not, I am really glad you do net,
Will he ever grant power to his Saints on
the earth? Yes, they will take the king-
dom, and possess it for ever and ever; but
in the capacitly they are now, in the
condition that they now present themselves
before God,before the world and before each
other? Never,never! until we aresanctified,
until we are filled with the wisdom of God,
with the knowledge of God, will he be-
(queath the power that he has in reserve for
his Saints; never will the Saints possess it
until they are prepared to wield it with all
that judgment, discretion, wisdom and for-
bearance that the Lord Almighty wields in
his own capacity, and uses at his pleasure,
How do you feel about if, brethren? Do
not you wish eometimes you had power to

inch their ears? Do not you wish yon

ad power to stop them in their mad career?
Liet the Liord Almighty do this. You think
his eye is upon the work of his hands? It
is, His ears are open to the nrayers of his
children, he will hear their prayers, he will
answer their desires; and when we as a
people possess the abundance of that pa-
tience, that longsuffering and forbearance

that we need, to possess the privileges and
the power that the Liord bhas in reserve for
his people, we will receive Lo our utmost
satisfaction. Wae shall not have it now.
The Lord says, ‘I can not give it to you
now.” This church has now been travel-
ing over forty-two years—forty-two years
the sixth day of this month since it was
organizod with six members. What have
we learned? Wae assembled in Missouri,
at the place of gathering on the borders of
the Lamanites, and there we bought eur
farms and built our houses; but could we
stay there? Were we prepared then to
enter into Zion, to build up the Zion of
God and sess it? We were not, we
must suffer, “You Lattter-day Saints,you,
my children,” says the Lnrd, ‘‘are not
repared to receive Zion.” Why, we have
eard detailed by Elder Carrington the
conduct of Elders at the present time, dis-
honest in the matter of a few shillings or
dollars, Dishonest, ocovetous, selfish,
rasping for that which is not our own;
rrowing and not paying; taking that
which does not belong to us; dishonest in
our deal, oppressing each other. Are we
fit for Zion? I say nothing to the Christian
world with regard to this. Let them bite
and devour as inuch as they please, it does
not belong to the Latter-day Saints at least.
Could we stay in Independence? No, we
could not. hat was the reason? Here
are some hearing me talk who were there
—some who are aged, some here who were
then children and infants, some who were
born there. But we stayed a very few
yeargs—I1wo or three, and we must get up
and march., Why did we leave? Why
the enemy is upon us, our enemies are
gathered around us, our foes are besetting

us on  every nd. 1here goes
& house burned up; there is a
man that is whipped, there is a

family turned out of doors! Whatis the
matter with all you Latter-day Siints? Can
the world see? No., Can the Saints see?
No, or few of them can; and we can say that
the light of the Spirit upon the hearts and
nnderstandings of some Latter-day Saints
islike the peeping of the stars through the
broken shingles of the roofover our heads,
when we are watching throagh the silent
watches of the night and behold the glim-
mer of a twinkling star. *“‘Oh yes, I see, I
see;”’ that we are not prepared to receive
the kingdom, Another one ‘says, ‘‘Yes, I
can see, we were too selfish.” Another one
says, ‘““I see, the wicked must be prepared
for their doom as well as the Saints for
their exaltation, and that the wicked are a
rod in the hands of God to chasten the
Saints,” Here are the two classes—the
righteous and the unrighteous, and the
righteous must be prepared by suffering
and by rendering strict obedience to tha
commandments of heaven. It seems to be
absolutely necessary, in the providence of
him who created us, and who erganized
and fashioned all things according to his
wisdom, that man must descend below all
things. Itis written of the Savior in the
Bible that he descended below all things
that he might ascend above all. Is it not
80 with every man? Certainly it is. Itis
fit then, that we should descend below all
things and come up gradnally, and learn a
little now, and again, receive “line upon
line, precept upon ;')rmapt bere a little
and there a little,”” But bark, do the

ple hear it? Do the people understand
t? Scarcely! scarcely! Do the Latter-
day Saints understand these principles, and
are we prepared to receive Ziou? Are we
prepared to receive the Kingdom and are
we prepared for the blessings that God has
in reserve for his children? Stop, think,
consider, look around us! How isil? Are
not the sordid things of this life before our
eyes, and have they not thrown a mist
before them so that we can not see? Are
we not of the earth, and still earthy. Cer-
tainly we are of the earth and still earthy.
What do weknow of heavenly things? It is
very true we have the Bible; but when we
come to our elders, men of limited edueca-
tion and moderate reading, they are able to
teach the whole Christian world theology.
Take them from the anvil, from the plow,
from the carpenter’s bench, or from any
occupation, it they possess common
ability and the spirit of our holy religion
that God has revealed in these latter days,
they understand more of the Bible and the
building up of the Kingdom of God than
all the world besides that are destitute of
the priesthood of the Son of God. And yet
what do we know? Comparatively we
have hardly learned the first lesson.

Could our brethren stay in Jackson
county, Missouri? No,no. Why? They
had notl learned “‘a” concerning Zion; and
we have been traveling now forty-two
years, and have we learned our a, b, ¢?
‘Oh,” aa{l a good many, ‘I think we
have." ave we learned our a bab?
Have we got as far as bak er, baker?
Have we got through our first speller?
Have we learned maultiplication? Do we
understand anything with regard to the
building up of the kingdom? I will say,
scarcely. ave we seen it as a people?
How long shall we travel, how long shall
we live, how long shall God wait for us to
anclify ourselves and become. one in the

“Lord, in our actions and in our ways for

the building up of the kingdom of God,
that he can bless us? He defends us, it is
very true, and fights our battles. When
we were driven from Missouri and bhad to
leave the State, I recollect very well, Gov,
Boggs said, “You must leave;’ Gens
aral Clark said, **You must leave;”’ the mob
said, ‘““You must leave,” and we had to

her
ittle boy to brother Such-a-one, “Will you
let me go to your timber land and get a
load of wood for my mother?”” *“Tell your
mother that I have got no more timber than
I shall want, I donot think I can spare her
a load of wood.” I recoliect very well of
telling the Latter-day Saints, there and
then, “I hope to God that we never will
have the privilege of stopping and making
ourselves rich while we grind the face of
thie poor; but let us be driven from State to
State until we can take what we have got
and dispose of it according to the dictation
of the spirit of revelation from
the Lord. Said I, “You will not
stay here;”” but long faces would
come down, you know, with a gentle, mild
scowl, “I can’t spare you a load of wood.”
Excuse me, nen are the Lattér-day
Saints going to be prepared to receive the
kingdom? Arewenow? Notatalll We
are prepared for some things, and we re-
ceive just as fast as we prepare ourselves,
Well, what can we do, what more can we
do? Wae can do just what we please to do.
It is in our power to do just what we please
to do with regard to sanctifying ourselves
before the Lord, and preparing ourselves
to build up his kingdom: Have we not
the liberty to build this temple here? We
have, although earth and hell are opposed
to it, and arrayed againstit. Have we not
the privilege of praaching the gospel to the
nations? We have. ave we not the
privilege of uniting our faith and our ef-
forts for the benefit of the whole commun-

ity? Yes, we have,

Now come down, for example, to our
present circumstances and condition. Year
after year, I labored with our merchants
to uni‘e their efforts together to supply the
wants of the people without takiog from
them everything they had got; and when I
assembled these merchants some years
before we entered into our present co
operative institution in this mercantile
trade, sald I, *“*Will you unite your efforts
and your means, and start a business here
that we can put goods into the hands of the
people that we will not take their last six-
pence? Have a calico dress at forty cents a
yard when it sheuld:be only eighteen,
twenty or twenty-two, and so on and so
forth. After a long conference oae of the
gentlemen present got up, walked the
room back and forward, and finally said,
“President Young, if you will furnish the
money we will do as you say,” as much as
to say, It is none of your burfiness what
we do with the means that we have.,”” 1
dro Ped the conversation and said to my-~
self, *“Well then, gull vhe people, take what
they bhave got.”

You recollect a man here in the time of
the Buchanan war by the name of A, B,
Miller. He was a merchant here for Russell
and Majors, Oar people were not mers
chandising much then. Waell, the mer~
chants met together and wanted to put up
their goods to a certain noteh, a dollar a
pound for sugar, for instance. ‘Il his A. B,
Miller—a gambler, though there were a
great nuany good things about him, -he just
turned in and damoped them. Says he,
“Gentlemen, to turn in and cut the Lhroats
of these ‘Mormons,” and take what they
have got, we might do, but for being so
damned mean as to ask a dollar a pound
for sugar, 1 will not do it.”

Now then, is this co-operative Institu-
tion one step towards bringing the people
to a union? Yes, butit isaverysmall one,
and there is danger of its growing into a
condition that will cease to be one step in
the right direction, Lot men say, ‘**Here is
what God has given me, do what you please
with it,”” and we shall be in the path of

rogress, But how is it now? ‘‘Brother,
Enva yvou paid any tithing? You have made
fitty thousand, ten thousand, a hundred
thousand,one thousand or five hundred dol-
lars as the case may be, have you paid any
tithing?’’ “Welli,no I have not yet, but I
think perhaps,I will byand by;’ and this is
said with stammering tongue, faltering
voice, and covetous heart. Whe gaveyou

roperty, I'd see a widow send uﬂi
-

your money and possessions? Who owns

this earth? Does the Devil? No,he does not,
he pretended to own it when the Savior
was here, and promised it all to him if he
would fall down and worship him; but he
did not own a foot of land, he only had

session of it. He was an intruder, and
8 still: this earth belongs to him that
framed and organized it, and it is express-
ly for his glory and the possession of those
who love and serve him and keep his com-
n:ll'aiudmﬂnta; but the enemy has possession
of it.

Now then, a few other items, brethren
and sisters. Can you do anything for the
poor? “*Well, I do not know but I can give
you fifty cents to gather the T
“Brother, can you pay that debt? You
recollect you borrewed some money of a
widow woman in England. Do you recols
lect you borrowed a little money of such a
brother? Can you pay that? *‘‘Well, yes 1
am going to. You bheard what Brother
Carrington said about it, what fellowship
does the Loord Almighty have for such men?
I think not the least, What fellowship do
apgels have for such men? I should think
not much., What fellowship do I have for
them? Not one particle. What ought to
be done with them? I will answer the
question——they ought to be disfellow-
shipped by the Saints: they are not fellow-
shipped in the heavens, and they ought not
to be here.

“Well, now then, Brother Brigham,
what are youn at, what do you want?”
I want you to do just that which will

leave. And after we had signed away nurldiaplma the enemies of the Kingdom

h

of God, and that which will please the
Lord Almighty and the heavenly host to
perfection. What is that? Do as you are
counseled to do by the spirit of revelation
from the Lord, Whatis the cry inst us?
"Brl%hmn Young has oo much influence!
All the ple hearken to Brighan Young!
All these poor deluded Latter-day Saints
take his counsel!” I wish it was so. If
this were the fact you would see Zion
rosper upon the hills and upon the plains,
n the valleys and in the kanyons, and up-
on the mountains. Go to wgognur might,
seek nunto the Lord your until you
have the revelations of the Lord Jesus
Christ upon you, until your minds are
open, and the visions of beaven are plain
to you. Then follow the dictations of the
sF rit, and watch Brother Brigham, and see
il he counsels you wrong. 1 hope to see
the time when I can say to the Latter-da
Saints, if I preside over them, go and do
this or that, and not ask a sixpence of this
man or a dollar from that, or a hundred
dollars from sanother. ‘‘Here is what I
have, it is the Lord’s. He has given me all
that I possess, it is only committed to my
charge to see whatI will do with it. The
neavens are his, the earth is his; the gold
and silver are his, the wheat and fine flour
are his, the wine and the oil are his; the
cattle upon a thousand hills are his, am
his, I am his servant, let the Lord say what
he wants, Heream I, with all that thou
hast given me,” How displeasing tuis is
to the cevil, is it not? I can not belp it,
this is the true track and path for the
Latter~day Saints to walk in. Walk up, O
ye Latter-day Saints, and wake up! Come
to the Lord, forsake your covetousness,
your back-slidin gs, forsake the spirit of the
world, and return to the Lord with full
pur of heart until you get the spirit of
Christ within you, that you, like others
can cry, ““Abba Father, the Lord he is God
and I am his servant.”

Do you think it wonld be difficult then ior us
to accomplish anything we undertook? No-
Very true the enemy, this potent foe thst we
have to contend wliith, we Enow but liltle
about him, very llttle; but be is watching
every ayenue of the Leart, rapplng at eveary
door and every window, and If there 18 A creve
ice between the clapboards, through the roof,
ur the brick or adoble wall, he throws a dsrt
into the reellngs of each and every indlividusl,
“Take care, think for yourselve=, judge for
yourselves; do not be led estray, donot you
wander o after these deludedl people, and
th. ir d¢lusion, Be careful, tnere is danger in
be leving in the Lord, there is danger in being
a Baint; there is great danger in you y'elding
your judgmeat to another man.”” Oh, what &
pt;! Wheredo you get your judgmenl? Wh re
did 1t come /rom? What is your jodgment? I
teil you that the judgment of the world now 1is
pretty much for all to do jas8t #8 they please f
they possibly can, Lo the injary of tohelr nelgh-
bors, lor Ltheir own aggrandizement,

Can I not use my judgment in doing well
just as much as in dolog evil? Am I not just
a8 independent in per orming & deed of char-
My &8 a deed o1 crueliy? I coniend that 1 am,
what do youasay? Havel not got my liberty
juast #8 much, and exerclse It jJast as freely, in
feeding the poor and clothing the naked as 1
have in tarning them outl of doors, or in Hfdng
myseif ap agalnst God and bhis anointed? Has
a4 man got to apostatiza from this Kingdom,
irom the faith of COhrisi, 1o be independent?
Am I nnot as indepandent in believing in tre
Lord Jesus Oristas I am in denylog him? Am
I not as independent in bel.eving the gospel as
Iam in believicg In the whisperings and mut-
terings of these spiritsthat are loating through
Lee alr, rapping at everybhody’'s door, gome-
times teariug the ¢l thes off ta0ir bed, rapping,
thundering and telling this, that and the
other? You hearken to that stil: smill voice
tbat whispers eternal truth, that opens the
visions of elernity to you that you can dis-
cern, understand anl follow, and the foul

spirits that throng the alr, and tuat fill our
houses If we lel them In, will not have power
uver you.

Be just 88 Independent as a Gal to do good
[.0ve merecy, eschew evil: bea savior Lo your-
seivas and Lo your families, and to yoar jellow -
beings just as muoch as you possibly ecan, and
goon with your Indeprndspce and do not
ylald yourselves sarvants to obey Ay evil pria-
ciple or an evil belng

God bless you, Awen,

- .

TEE MORMON QUESTION,—Mr, George Q.
Cannon, editor ot the organ of the Mormon
Church, :;I:i!mnrad before the House com-
mittee on Territories day before yesterday,
and made an argument in fayor of the im-
mediate admission of Utah as a Scate. He
argued that justice and wisdom required
that Utah should be admitted just as other
Territories have been, withoul reference to
thé religious and aomestic institutions of
her people, and that the question of poly-
gamy should be allowed to settle itself.—
Washington Star, April 27,

s

WORDERFUL.—"Salt Lake, April 27.—
This action of Judge Hawley’sshows to the
community that the District court still ex-
ists and is superior to the Probate court,
and that A Mormon judge is not the onl
judicial pewer in the Teiritory.”—N, Y,

The gentleman who forwarded the above
must be afllicted with the idea that every-
body else’s ears are as long as his own,
But he is hugely mis‘aken on that
point.




