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HEARD IN HEAVEN

I1 paced the platform body and mind and
brain

dulled by the deadly cold what time the tramtrain
too tardy came not

a darkening noon
in bleak december 1loww jai the east red mars
rosebose large and lurid and a slender moon

lay like a finger on the lip of night
Oomcommandingmandingdlug silence

neath the silent star
perched on a bench with wistful face and

white
with tremblea bare legs red and raw
and hands blue a tiny child I1 saw

who thinly clad sat blithe and brave and
bright

orooncrooninging some baby laylav
what song she sang

that little maid the while her wee voice rang
sobo shy and low
whether some childish chime

olden and quaint
of fairyairy and fay a snatch of nursery rhyme
or hymn or prayer I1 knew not nor shall

know
butbat long ago
one this word
no sparrow falls its dying cry unheard

though feeble and fintf int
and IL1 am sure that he who hears the bird

heard that sweet plaint 00 Ex

AN IMPORTANT INTERVIEW

the following account of an inter-
view with presidents wilford wood-
ruff and george Q cannon tois taken
from the saltbait lake times of tuesday
evening june

the only argument put forward in
opposition to the organization of parties
on national lines I1ia utah is that the
peopledpeoplele party is not sincere in the dis-

solution that has been effected and that
E a plot has been laid by which the lib

elihu are to be divided and the political
control of utah placed in the hands of
the mormon people for purposes ad-
verse to the interests of the gentile
element it hasbag been urged that the
movement so tar as the mormonscormons are
concerned is being engineered by the
church and the demand has been
made that the heads of the church
should define their position in connec-
tion with the subject before the gen-
tiles should be asked to believe that the
members of the organization are sin-
cere

in brief it has been claimed that it
is the purpose of the church to secure

statehood for utah and through the
alleged political control of itsite members
seize all the offices and carry on the
government in the interest of mor
mons and against the interestinterestsinteresto of non
mormonscormonsMormons it is held that the church
claims the right to exercise absolute
authority over its members in all mat-
ters and that this extends to direct
dictation as to whom they should vote
for at all times we are told that those
who have joined the democratic and
republican parties have done so at the
direction of the heads of the church
that the peoplespeopleIs party was dissolvedsolveddldi at
their dictation and that its members
will be subject at all times in the
future to their absolute control we
are told further that polygamy has
simply been suspended to be re
dished in the future under the protec-
tion of state laws enacted by mormon
legislatures and that these legislatures
electedejected by the decree of the church
will pass other laws intended to oppress
gentiles and work virtual
of their property

there are thousands of earnest gen-
tiles who do not believe one word of
the charges of bad faith that are put
forward in connection with this mat-
ter but there are others who are frigh-
tened by the pictures painted before
their imaginations and who are hon-
estly looking for further evidences of
good faith on the partpan odtheof the
forejoining the present movement the
entire controversy turns upon this
question of good faith as was shown
by the organ of the extremists when it
declared in its issue of june that
it would yield to party division if any
evidence could be adduced that would
be received I1inu a court of law that the
peoples party was sincere

the ams has held thattieththatatthethe evidence
of sincerity olaOB the part of the mormonscormons
is18 abundant and satisfactory but it has
desired to satisfy all sincere doubters
and for that reason it determined if
possible to secure expressions from
president woodruff and president
george Q cannon upon the disputed
point such expressions have been se-
cured they appear in connection
herewith and they must clear away the
last of doubt from the mind of
every man who is willing to yield to
incontrovertible evidence

it is not often that these highest dldig-
nitaries

9nitaries of the church consent to un-
dergo the modern process of interview-
ing but when the times conveyed its
desire to them and represented the

public importance of the subject which
it wished to cover they consented to
receive its representative when the
latter called at church headquarters in
company with a gentleman who had
consented to introduce him president
cannon stoppedstepped into the reception
room to greet his visitors the news-
paper man was invited to take a seatmat in
the office and state his business presi-
dent woodruffir was absent at the time
but presidentpresident cannon suggested that
the points which it was desired to
cover might be put in the form of
intointerrogatoriesr tories which could be takenanolaup and answered in detail thiswas done and the questions which
appear in the following interview
were propounded the first counselor
expressed his personal opinion
that there was no reason why
the queries could not all be answered
and undertook to lay them before pres-
ident woodruff when that gentleman
should be able to again appear at the
office the talk at that time ran on
for half an hour and the times repre-
sentativesenta tive was impressed by the mani-
fest earnestness and sincerity of presi-
dent cannon it was evident that he
was deeply interested in securing the
establishment of conditions that would
forever remove his church from the
contention of politics and that would
leave its people free to ally themselves
with the national parties he told thestory of the agitation within the
church that led up to the renunciation
of polygamy and it was made ap-
parent

ap-

rorent that the renunciation could notrobe otherwise than absolute and final
president cannon promised to have

the matter taken up at the earliest pos-
sible moment and to notify the times71bm
when the answers to the questions
should be ready

the queries were laid before presi-
dent woodruff and hebe and president
cannon jointly gave the times the
following as their deliberately express-
ed views on every question touched
upon

it IsIR assertedaverted that the peoples party
was dissolved by direction of the church
Is there any foundation for that charchangetch argeTtop

the peoplespeopled8 party was dissolveddissolve aas
we understand byb the action of itsit I1lead-
ing members Ttheyey hhave saxstated to usns
their convictions that the time had come
forafor a division on national party lines
there has been a growing feeling in this
direction for a long time and the dissolu-
tion of the peoples party is the result of
that sentiment and not the flatfiat or instruc-
tion of the church the first intimation


