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olty fteelf than hy Contract with
private companies where there fe a falr
amount of competition? So faras the
first question is concerned, it may be
suid that nnlere a great suviag s to he
efteqted the uity 1e Dot now flnancially
shle to proceed 1n the direction
named, eapaoially R8 -the ad-
ministration does Dot seem im-
oline to he very economioal,
of to regard with much eerionsness the
promises of a yeat ago. Batifa large
Pav¥ing is tp he efleoted by a municipal
Mgbting plant, then it may be ad-
visable to go abead with each a plan,

On the other point, the experience
of other cities is such as to puggest that
the moat careful investigatioo be made
before the step is taken. The figutres
and es{imates of engineers are not to
be taken witheut guestion, auy more
thap the statements of ocertalo inter.
ested parties. There mMay hs **an nxe
to gricog® hehind these, and when
the plant s in, & fsilure to mest pre.
dicted requirements would only in-
Cresse the oity’s burden, Obp thia
Point the report of Muyor John Mac.
Vicar ot Des Moinee, [owa, on munic-
ipal lighting for that oity, oﬂars
Bome guggestions. Mayor MacVioar
Is & strong sdvocate of such lighting,
and favora |t in Des Moines, although
the statigiice tn his report do not fully
besar gut his o.molus‘ons. Among the
Blutemepnts he received daring the
courss of his inguiry, sond whioh he
Preesnts npo fgurer 10 1 {fsat, 18 this
from the Geurral Electric eompany:

A8 the pumhber of lamps required hy
Dea Mpinea would be about one-third
the numher in operstion in Detroit, the
coul por lamp would be greater than In
Detroit and would be in ibe neighbor-
bood of $500 per lamp, which for 542
lamps would he 4271,000. I should not
be 6t all sirpriscd to bave the flgure
reag !

Agh:ggst{]ﬁguocost of the operation, the
report by the city ©f Obicago, publi-hed
about a year ugo, showed thst the ex-
Benae of operating each aro lamp was
#9505, To this sbouid be added inter-
est on Inyestment, depreciation, insar-
Ruce, taxes, wator, 6C. which would
readily bring the price up to ahout $100
Per year,
| I Jl?mc{ersland that lthep pIr)Lcre nlrx‘lmms
Molnesy er lam .
1t ltnll:ai: 11: ﬁ]ﬂ; pcase. it is absolutely
hopeless for your city to underiake
10 reduce the price by puttingin a plant
and gperating it oD its 0wD Account,
Thers are plenty of consulting engineers
8eeking empleyment who can figure out
that the lights will oost you 250 per lamp
Per anpum, but* snch resulls cannot he
secured either az Detroit or Chicago, and

%o two plants are the orack munioipal
pblan oountry.

1 s:l:,?jrylo: the aboyva information from
a disinterested standpoint entirely. If
your ity determines to put in a plant wb
ehall pg very glad, indeed, to bid on the
eleotric machinery and ahall try and
B8gure the work. We ahall he glad Lo
farnish you any additional information
that we lLave on thesubject. Ourde-
liherate judgmont 18,however,that it will

e Yery much cheaper, and more salls-
faotory to your oity, to patronize aome
one of the local companies now doing
busipess jn your city for such electric
lighting as it may requirs,

The board of public works of 8t
Pau], Mion., bave investigated the sub-
Jeot of municipal lighting,and have come
to the ponclasion that it would not be
ad¥isable to establish 2 municipal plant,
but raiher light the city’s streets by con-
tract. The Brainard (Minn.) municipal
plant was a dlstinet failurc, and;has heen

turned ovet to a private company. The
experience of other cities, even those
much larger than Des Moines, has been
that the cost of street lighting has been
gteater when oatried on directly by
munloipalities than when furnished by
sOMme xrivale cotporation and paid for at
a fixed rate per annum. The reasons for
this are many. Oneimportant thing is
the local companies can afford to make
rates becanao of their income derived
from private lighting,

All this doee not say that s maniol-
pal plapt would not he on advantage
to Salt Lake City, which now pays
$102 a year per lamp on a moonlight
schedale. But It does say that the
greatest care ls necessary in adopting
the plup, to be sure that thers ia foun-
dstlon lor suocess; and also that the
oft-repeated assartion that Balt Like
cap light ite own strects for $50 to 260
a yeal for each lamp s to be takepn
with a grain of aalt, in the aheence ol
ptactical demonstration. In the com.
petition now 1o prospect, It is quite
probable that hereafter a rate of §84 a
year o.uld he secured from local com
panles, and a muniolpal plant oneht to
come below that to he a safe fnvest-
ment undet exisling oconditions, The
suggeations here glven are made solely
with a view to thorongh investigation
snd discussion of the suhject, that the
fucis may be fully understood,

THE WHEAT PROSPECT,

This year the corn crop In the
United Htater is the largest ever
gnthered, but the wheat yield has

fallen off matetially. The rise In price

of the last named grain has oaused the
planting of a larger acresge of winter
wheat, so that the ontlovk for nexi
season ie for a marked increase, Com-
menting on the grsin market outiook
for the nex' few months, Bradsireet’s
auggents that for the henefit of those
wno think that the meaning of ithe so-
aalled ahort orop of wheat in the Uotied
Hiates has been fully dlecounted by
the advance In prices, it le 1o order
to explain that it le the unexpected
which generally happeps. Varlous
estimsaies of the American wheat re-
sefves this year place them far helow
gquauvtities held st Ilke perivde ror
many yealg—some gay 65,000,000
bushele less than last year. Qope o!
the best indlcations of this ls fownd
in very smxll receipts at primatry mar-
Eets, notwithatanding comparatively
bigh prices. In commentiog on thie
situation, Beerhohm writes that ¢'it i
therefore guite reagooshle to expeol
toat Amerioa may, at a glvep time,
find iteelf ahsoluteiy indepevdent anu
in & position tu demand, praotically,
ita own price tur Ils wheat.' It shouid
also be remembered that the presept
season differs from previous ones in
that both India and Awustralis are im-
poriers, Instead of exporters, of wheat.

LIVE AND LEARN.

Frequently those people who gain
the highest [ame and admiratiun from
their associatiops in the world sre not
whove admitting their advancement

in learning some thiogs that are mat-
tera of common kKnowledge to many o!
more limited expertence bat batter
situated In the way of receiviug cer-

taino information. Among these may

hs named the Rev. Mr, Moody, who

has aphieved greatness as an evangel-

ioal preacher, sand wWhom the New

York Tribane reports ae follows in a

I;?uant mesting in Cooper Union, New
otk:

Mt. Moody said that he was a Ohrislian
a long time hefore he found out that the
Holy Spirit was a person. He always
thought that the Spirit was an stiribute
of God, just like mercy—just an infiuence
ooming from God; hut one day he heard
an old preacher say that he thought
Christians dishonored tho Spirit by say-
iog “It" instead of *'Him’' whon tefer-
tlog to this person of the trinity. Mr.
Moody read the four goapels through to
see whether the preacher was right, and
he found that whenever Christ apoke of
the Holy Ghoat He spoko of Him as n
person, and Christians should do the
same.

UTAH AT PHENIX.

‘Tbe Cbicogo Record has a review of
the recent irrigation ocongress at
Phoonix, Arizona, whioh presents
some interestiug facts eoncerning the
reclamation of arld lands by nid of fr-
rigation. Many of the figurés used

have been glven before, hat thelr re-
preduotion at thie time, when there lg
u geperalfeeliog in ibe nation to push’
business and Induetry in every direc-
tion in the bope of starting an ers of
better times, meakes Llhem of epe-
olal interest here and elsewhere. The
Record article flgures out that in
the arid statee and tertitories there
is 20 great an nrewn of land capable of
reclamation, and that, *‘as 1t has heen
proved In Calilornis, Colorado, Utab
and other states where jrrigation is
ured that forty nores of irrigated land
equals In prodootive power 100 acres
1o teglone where ralnfall {s depended
upon, here ate 61,000,000 farms fot
settlers.”” Thieshowing perbops is a
little affeoted by over-epthosiasm, Yet
it impresses the truth that in the
reclamation of thoee lands there |s
sufficlent to eupport the popalation of
&0 empire,

Discassing the relative produootion
of irrigated and non-irrigated lands,
the Repord atticle glves oonsiderahle
attention to Utah, and eums up an ar-
gument this way: **Does f(arming
and frait-ralsing pay on irrigeted lapu?
When Utlah heoame a State less than
[Wo years ago, goveronmenf§ elalistios
showed that the Btate contained 18,818
furms, on only 1,132 of which there
were enoumbrances. Can any atate
where rainfall is depended upon show
sugh & record?*” It remarks that ¢‘the
Mormoope in the last ten years bhave
completed some very large ditohes
and brought many thousands of acres
fato oultivatlon in Utah apa Idabo,”
and quotes as follows from & letter
written in tbhe fore parlt of thls month
by Uhlef Clerk MaoCunig of the de-
partment of agriculture:

In Utah the irrigated lands produced
the averago of 3834 buashels of wheat to
the aore; outs, 43 bushels; rye,29 hushels;
barley, 35 bushels; alfalfa, 5 lons; poia-
toes, 113 tones; l};rapas, 7 tons; apples, &
tone; peaches, B4 tons; pears, 614 tous;
plums, 63 tons; sugar heets, 16 tons.
Market gardens iIn Utah produced 14,-
000 heade of letluce; cabbages, 1Z,000;

cauliflower, 7,260; 600 bushels of onlons,
1,800 buahela of parenips, 2,260 bushbels



