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IN THE missionary FIELD

I1 have received an interesting letter
aamom elder thomas L cox now labor-
ing in the europeaneuropean part of the new
zealand mission from which I1 make
the following excerpts believing they
willswill be of interest to the vast number of
readersleaders of the DESERET NEWS the
tetterletter is dated lawrence sept
I1ast1stst 1894 after some preliminaries
faderelder cox says 1 I have been stopping
for a couple of months at owakaewaka during
theabe warmest part of the new zealand
winter we have a small number of
jonts therlandthere and a branch of the church

isis organorganizedizea at that place it is not a
desirable place however inin which to
spend the winter as it is a very scat-
tered district

the roads are very bad it is prprinin
deallya 1ly a bush country and here andaetherer e a house can be seen in a small
bearingOecl earinaring made by the ax of the sturdy
bushmanaushman the bush is very dense and
ifif a stranger ventures far from the house
meife is in danger of being lost in the
forest

owaka is within five miles of the
ocean aandnd the roar of the breakers can
be heard as they roll in upon the sea
beach in this vicinity there is more
rarainfallrainin fall than elsewhere on account of
aeahe great amount of bush I1 have
jc own it to rain there for nine or ten
daysdayi without ceasing thus making the
ground so muddy that it is almost im-
possiblejp ible to move around still the
peopleI1 e 1there are quite satisfied as theyrphaveve nnotot been used to anything else
bachach Bushfarmer as they are called
wawill11 sseedeed his land with grass on which
aythey feed cattle sheep etc the gov-
ernmenterdment isis now making a railroad
through this section of the country
this makes work plentiful and furnishes
employment for a great number of
pipeoplele

1 I took my leave of owakaewaka about a
mouthmonth ago inin company with elder
charles peterson who is also laboring
in this district and came to lawrence
to perform some missionary work it is
about 65 miles from owakaewaka lawrence
isaa fina looking town it has a pros
berous appearance and indeed it is a
prosperous place surrounding it are
several school districts composed of a
farmingarming community in those places

e have the school houses to preach in
we hold well attended meetings in each
place and we are looked upon and
treated with great respect by the peo
arterte who seems to view the gospel
favorably there are great numbers of

employedemploySd in gold digging and
gold washing

iwe nanaveve made several attemptsatte to
hold meetings in lawrence but at first
wee were unsuccessful the cheapest
house rent was ten shillings per night
which was beyond our reach there is
a salvation army barracks in this town
whichhith is used only one night a week I1
loade application for the use of it to
aid our meetings in those who were

elargelarge referred napme to major robin
att1 dunedin I1 appedu to him anoandJ0b low is
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our barracks at lawrence as it is con-
trary to the constitution of the army
for our halls to be used torfor other than
salvation purposes god bless you
faithfullyfaith tully yours C robinson

however the lord opened our way to
preach to the people of this town it
came about in this manner the editor
of a newspaper in this place published a
kind of nasty piece about us we made
a reply to it and asked him to publish
it which he did this led to several
other communications with the editor
he became very much interested in us
and had so great a desire to hear us
that he with some others hired a large
hall for us to preach in for one night
he advertised the meeting free we
held the meeting and as we believe
with good results I1 sent home the
paper containing the report of the ser-
vicesvices which you will secure

my health is good at present I1 ex-
pect to leave bere some time this month
for auckland to remain there until the

of december at which time I1 hope
to take steamer lorfor zion

the following is the article in the
tuapeka times a semiweeklysemi weekly journal
published at lawrence the capital of
tuapekaTuapeka it is an ably conducted fair
and liberal newspaper the issue isis
dated sept 1894

MORMONISM

address by elders cox and petersonPe ferson

elders cox and petersonPe missionaries
of the churchchuoch of jesus christ of latter
day saints delivered an address in the
volunteer hall on thursday eveeveningning
there was a fair attendance including a
small number of ladies the address
which was divided into two parts
treated of the religious and social phases
of the community best known under
their original designation of mormonscormonsMormons
mr peterson gave a concise but lucid
and intelligible exposition OFof the religi-
ous doctrines of the latter day saints
and with the exception of a few tenets
of belief originating in differences of
biblical interpretation there was nothing
whatever to distinguish them from those
that obtain recognitionrec among the vari-
ous protestant denominations among
their characteristic points of doctrinal
belief are the coming of christ to reign
personally upon the earth the renewal
of the earth in its glory that
christ will at reveal many great and
important things pertaining to his king-
dom they also believe in the gift of
tongues in prophesy revelation visions
healing interpretation of tongues and
the laying on of hands they profess
to have based their religious organiza-
tion on the same foundation that ex-
isted in the primitive church namely
apostles prophets pastors teachers
and evangelists of course all the
thousand and one other religious organ-
izationsizat ions arrogate to themselves the ex-
clusive possession otof the principles
practices signs and observances that
distinguished the primitive church the
contention on this point has raged long
and fiercely and as time passes the con
troversetroversy to the onlookers grows more
bewildering and perhaps ilessless impor-
tantant but smallll11 points of dogma iaside
thU of the latter daydaiy saint

is unexceptionable and embodies afewe
should say as much as any church
can profess and more than most
churchmen practice here it is
briefly

we believe in being honest true
chaste benevolent virtuous and in do-
ing good to all men if there is any-
thing virtuous lovely or of good report
or praiseworthy we seek after these
things they do not subscribe to the
doctrine that men will be punished for
the indiscretion attributed to adam in
the garden of eden believing pprobably
that justice should be satisfied inin pun-
ishing men torfor their own actual delin
quenchesquen cies they believe that through
the atonement of christ all men may bebe
saved by obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the gospel which com
prise faith in christ repentance baptism
erisebyy immersion for the remission of sins
and the laying on of hands for the gift
of the holy ghost they finally believe
the bible to be the word of god as
far as it is correctly translated a pro-
visoviso bythewayby the way carefully adopted by
all the churches and the one responsible
for the mitimultitudetude of existing beliefs aias
well as for the no beliefs and that
the book of mormon is the word of
god polygamy the elders said did
not now exist and was forbidden by the
church oiof the latter day saints but
he maintainedmaina ined that the institution of
polygamy was plainly enjoined in the
bible the inference from his remarks
being that it was abandoned by the
cormonsmormons only under compulsion of the
law of the united states and not be-
cause it was morally wrong or inde-
fensiblefensible

elder cox gave an interesting descrip-
tion of the physical and social charac-
teristicste of utah and contributed some
valuable information on the origin and
history of the mormon church and peo-
ple both himself and the elder who
acaccompaniedcompanie d him left utah for the pur-
poseose of preaching the gospel as they
relievedtelibelievedeved it unlike the preachers in
otier churches they looked for no re-
munerationmune ration they paid their own ex-
penses and asked lorfor no collections or
assistance from anybodylany body they went
through the country on foot in all kinds
of weather as the preachers of the
primitive church did and not in the
luxurious style of the representatives of
modern christianity they got no large
salaries or fat stipends and they had no
well groomed horses to take them round
the country nor did they expect to be
lodged in comfortably furnished houseshouse
nor fed upon the fat of the land anand
yet they were subject to a goodgoad deal of
misrepresentation and prejudicerej udice speakaeing of utah he said therere were no peo
pie on the face of the earth who had
suffered more persecution than his co
religionistsreligion isis had and none who had
given more proof of possessing the true
spirit of christschrists religion the history
of theirheir people proved that their re-
ligious temples were the marvel of the
world one otof them costing
sterling and it took forty years to build
they had provided schools for the edu-
cation of their children for they be-
lieved in educating the mind as well as
the spirit prohibition was part of their
creed forfior they did not believe in in
toxicantstoxicants and poverty or want was
never allowed to go unrelieved among
them
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