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iamlaamlam glad to enjoy the privileges that
are extended to us on this occasion and
to meet with my friends and to unite
with my brethern in the ministry to
rendertender the occasion instructive and pro-
fitablefi whether wowe have much or
little to say with regardrehard to the great
good there is to be secured and enjoyed
I1 would hope that in our efforts we

j might be blessed and favored in making
bromesome suggestions to the audience that
a will be calculated to awaken in their

minds good thoughts that will lead
them to god and toato a knowledge of the
principles that are involved in its work

eromfrom all I1 have been able to gather
observing the course taken by

ministers in their labors for the
ment of the people I1 have come to the
conclusion that perhaps there are not

teryvery many who will be able of them-
selvests and within the limited circle of

r their personal labors and exertions to
teiltelitell every thing even if they should

know it andahoi communicate all that may
ibe communicated for the benefit of the

11people I1 believe that the servants of
jogaugJUU au ll lall al oa0414 LV

the people the workings of their own
minds under the influences of the

f spirit of god and are able to10 bestow
upon them for their comfort encourage

i ment and aid in the great work in which
they arere engaged the results of their
experexperienceexperiencienelene e of their reflection and
thought the gospel that we have re-
ceived ia19 something that as I1 view it
bears a direct relationship to our condi-
tion here and hereafter and that it pro-
poses to so direct our actions and our

reonceonconductduct in life that they may all be
lmmade to assumeassume a proper character
when our actions are right they have
thedhe character of virtues and virtues
comandcommend us to god and to one another

araataVvartuejetue when practiced by us is the
surestst and best foundation that we can
have for confconfidenceidenie not only in god
but in ourselves andand in one another a
degree of which is cesarynecessarync to our
happiness to our comfort annjoyand joy it
appears to me that the man or woman
whose course of life is such that he or
shesief has no confidence in his or herself
properly can have but very little in
god As brother hydohyde has remarked
the time is near when we aretoare to en-
counter hethe realities of our ligion 1I1
believe it is so wewo have professed to
receive the gospel and have adopted our
faith yearsyearb ago we have received
more or less of a series of lessonslesson that
have been given to the saints from
time to time through the revelations of
god as they have been communicated
to his people

there is a feature in our religion that
chaveI1 have thought was but little under-
stood it is like many other things that
would be of much more value to us if
they were well understood our under-
standing of it is limited as a people
and about that very feature in our rre-
ligion

c
J feel disposed to make a few

suggestsuggestionslansians as the results of my own
thoughts and reflections and of all that

v hasbas been opened up of the matter in my
mind with regard to it As this feature

u of our religion is now receiving con-
it siderable attention from the people of

the united states who have become
deeply concerned in regard to it pro-
bably it would be well if we talk a little
about it ourselves that they may not
bebethe first to learn the first to know

i that which we ought to know
1 J the questionguestion arises here what is it

that they have become concerned about
kot about our sins but they have given
us credit for a great many good things
they gancancanean but acknowledge thatwe have

7y been brave in conquering the dangers
I1 ofif pioneeringplopionering our way into an untriedilindI lindlandaneand country a land that was barren

of comfort barren of these things that
verewere necessary to the sustaining ofihuman life they will cocompliment us
todayto day for our preserving industry for

itheuthe toiltoll that we have enteniendureddured andhorand for
thetue perservance that we havehavo evinced

aci in working our way not to where we
expected to find hladenhidden treasures of

aammougold and silver but to thethie desert to
endnindfind a placelace soto poor so barrenbarken and so

forbiddingnginin its aspect that nonenofie others
wouldwould desiredeslie it but that we mimight inin
itro desolation and isolation from ahethe
rest of the world enjoy thethedoorpooroon privi-
lege of living there without having our
righttight questioned they say we were
brbraveaye so we were we had good reason
tojato so we could not well be anything
elseelsm we encountered the desert with
all its worthlessness and with all its un-
productiveness and wowe not only made
bridges and roads but we actually con
aured the deseretdeserotseretct

whwhy7 do Yyou11
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u not say ahat the ldlordlondidr 1I itiolial bilsll 5 i 0did p to Bif I1 were to say theLord did it then
would yoyouu not ask ineifie how the lordnord
did it I1 know how he did it because
I1 saw it done the lordloid led us out
here but I1 know that he walked us on
our own feet all the weary miles of our

until we reached our desti-
nation I1 know that since all this our
friends from thothe states have come out
here and can now partake of our hospi-
tality and feast on the fruits dfof our
labor industry and enterprise they
are pleased at finding a comfortable
halfwayhalf way house between the atlantic
and the pacific where they can rest
eat our fruit and enjoy themselves yet
theyhey smooth down the wrinkles upon
theirreir visages the fruits of indwelling
hate look very grave and returnreturninging
homeiomelome lie about us and represent the
people of utah diffmarentdifferent from what they
are

we would suppose that they are blind
withwitband holabolaoly horror excited in them bkby
the contemplation of a phantom chicwhich
haunts their imaginations continually
they are afraid that the people in utah
will do wrong theytiley have got go50 far from
the confines of christian civilization
and refinement that they are fearful if
they do not take some action in relation

astray and perpetrate some great wrong
wowe have been asking them for years to
admit us into the union would they
listen to us no does our coneonconstantstant
begging and prayingpray ing for admittance into
the union ever awaken a beelinfeeling of sym-
pathy in them towards us it doesoes not
yet they make out to be so alarmed for
our moral safety that they seem to have
forgottenforgotteu all the festering corruptionscorruptions of
the great cities of the east

when the greatnation with which we
are connected politically begin to make
our faith the subject of special legisla-
tion is it not time that we should know
and aysay something about it they do
not complain of any dishonesty and
corruption among us they do not tell
us that the land is bowed broadcast with
iniquity they are not alarmed about
this bubut they araare alarmed because men
out lereherehere in utah dare marry a wife hon-
orably and fearlessly and then publicly
own her as a wife this is alallali they
complain of if we will only lnoreinoreignore
this I1 do not know but they will admit
us into the union do you think we
had better ignore this little bit of our
religion or have we really determined
within ourselves soundly and sentisenfumerlymariy it is actuary feces
sary proper right and just if we
could only slipslip it off and get admitted
into the union it mightbeanbe an advantage
to us but if it is worth enough to cling
hoeven faivehave to liveout odthe union
geoewe oughtight to know it that we may be
the better ableabie to make a good trade
when we do trade it is simply plural
marriage that they complain of they
corrupt themselves elsewhere all over
the world but out in utah men actually
presume to marry women honestly
they presume to consider the this best

7 course to be pursued to maintain the
purity of man and woman

how shallahall we determine anything
about the value of plural marriage so
that weire may know whether it is worth
anythingor not I1 do not knowany wayay
better than by determining first whe-
ther single marriage is of vavalueno or not
whether it extends any advantages or
not to those who areparties to this rela-
tionshiptionship were vewe to ask the multi-
tudes of the earth what the institution
of marriamarriagee is worth what the amount
of blessing and salvation that accrues
from it to those who are parties to it
we should no doubt receive for a re-
ply we do not know A man mar-
ries a wife to keep his house to do the
drudgedrudgery to become a slave who shall
do the labor about his place and become
the creature of his wants and wishes
does he entertain any ideas of any
value that pertains to the institution of
marriages beyond this if he does itis
but little A great many men live in
the world and throughout all their
lives they nevernev r appreciate the value of
marriage in such a way as to ever in-
duce them to marry they think they
can get along better in single life

how canean we be led to an understand-
ingin in a limited degree of the many
aadvantages4antares that result tor men and
women who are honorably married
why look at the evil and the borrup

and consequent wretchedness
that curse the condition of that broad
margin of women that never are made
to feel the responsibility comforts and
blessings resulting from a pure and
healthy and virtuous marriage where
is this state of things to be found in
every christian community that I1
know anything about it is the root of

I1 that festering corruption that is eating
out tilethe core and vital energies and

sappsappinglngj ththee fouledfoundationalloh 1 jaciolg1 th r
roeerace onan it isyouis found omnafnalwhere it aanan

marry oneoner wife onionly ndand it shall
be considered a virtue Lbutt to marry a
second wife while the first wife is alive
is considered a crime and punishable
by confinement in prison or the pay-
ment of a fine because it is a sin what
this in a christian land yes this KIin
a4 christian landlland christianity of the
most approved kind is advocated where
it exists in the same thoroughfare the
victims of corruption and vicious pas-
sion and the devotees of christianity
jostle against each otherothet in the samegame
locality edifices whose lofty towers
point to heaven and wherein are held
sacred the of Christichristian
worship casts its lengthening shadows
overdver the dens of corruption and crime
where the victims of passion and unhal-
lowed lust live to drag out a miserable
existence in the reekingekingre corruption
which is the result of their own sinssing
the religious sanctuary and the brothel
flourish together they have their de-
velopment there in that land we see
woman in her mostmoa wretched condition
we first seeseo her in the morning of her
life innocent and puropure innocent as
innocence itself pure as the spirit that
comnescornea from god in this condition we

wowe meetameet withith herr wwhenhen she fiashas prpro-
gressedgreased when she has trod far in the
pathh of folly depredationdegre dation wretched-
ness and sin buttaut she is innocent no
more are the blessings of home wex-
tended ar-oundaround her any more no has
she the blessings of the warm ssym-
pathy

m
of kind friends any more noao

they are frigid and cold the warmmarm
heart gushing out the jessingsVesblessingssings of
friendship is closed against her she is
not fit to be associated with ananyy more
shesha is unfit to be welcomed to the so-
ciety of her more fortunate sisters and
consequently she is not welcome ito re-
turn to a pure and better life could a
disposition be awakened in her to do
so and she seeks for the means of pro-
longing that worthless life as best shebhe
canean find them if she carries personal
charms they are to feed the wishes and
satiate the appetite of the gloagloating lib-
ertine for he will give her money
when those charms have faded from
her form when youth is passed and
followed by decrepitdecrepid old age she be-
comes the loathsome thing that no one
claims or d sires for which none mani-
fests any warm sympathy and affection-
ate regard this is the fate of a class of

us i

cent as you my sisters were born
situated as you were bearing the same
relationship to high heavenheavenlyby creation
as you bear yet she drags out her mis-
erable existence to her resting place
the grave when death terminatestermintes her
suffering andd wretched existence no
father was there no mother was there
no kind sister to weep over her depart-
ure no brother had regard for her no
kindred relationship to pay so much as
the tribute of a single tear on the spot
where her frail dust found its last rest-
ing place

this is the unwept friendless fate of
an extensive class of our erring sisters
what do we call them oh she is mere-
ly1 11a cacommon woman on the street

a prostitute which means a woman
created by and bearing the image of
god our heavenly father a woman
prostitutedprostitutes to become the victim of
passion passion unhallowed impure
passion in man who should have guard-
ed her virtue with the most scrupulous
care with the most vigilant watchful-
ness man who should ever have recog-
nized in her his sister who should have
regarded her as the personification of
the purity and innocence of heaven
itself and who should never have made
her tiletiiethe victim of his unholy passion
but she has fallen and this terminates
her wretched career if she leaves an
arspringoffspring therilethe vile stain of bastardy is
attached to it and her children are cast
out of society like their disgraced moth-
er they are alsAisdiscardeddiscardedcarded and shunned by
whatwhai is called refined and christian
society no paternal provisions are
madeI1 lorfor them no paternal care and
anxiety is cherished in relation to thethemM
the state only sees in them if males
prospective soldiers who for a little pay
are marshaled to fight its battles andanti
bleed and die upon the battle field if
any of them happened to be brave can
venture further and kill more thothanin his
associates the probability is that he
will gather to himself the honor and
the glory and respect which his
mother failed to secure

this is the most favorable termina-
tion of the earthly career of that class
of unfortunate woman and their chil-
dren I1 appeal to you who are honor-
able wives and mothers if you do
think there is real unmitigated
in this or do you think that it

merely something of mmy picturinging I1
am not here altoto treat insouyouu taacl empty
romaromancence thetife tithing 0 11 misery
wretchedness and crime tilthatat exist
amoamongng the femalefemalesexsex or our race in
the great christian cities and heathen
cities of the world cannot be told it
would be vain for me to undertake to
telltelli ittalltaliallnil I1 have instanced whatI1 have
that you who are wives and mothers
may see something of what you have
been saved from by being blessed with
the opportunity of becoming honorably
married you are saved from all the
wretchedness which characterizes the
life and death of your unfortunate
sisters

does marriage posses any value then
would it not be a very good thing if
the blessings arising from it which you
enjoy could be extended to all why
is so because chris-
tianity says it shall not be extended to
all this christianity is like the pro-
phets bed I1 shorter than that a man
can stretch himself on it and the cover-
ing narrower than that he can drop
himself in it I1 do not know that the
prophet thought any thing of chris-
tianityan as it now exists in the world
aalthoughithough this figure is very apt in itsita
fitness to it comparing
christianity with the prophets

it be of a fine texture and
good as far as it goes but it is decidedly
ttoooo00 small this is unquestionably the
fault with a christianity that does not
extend the mantle of salvation to all
who should be the recipients of its
blessings if all men and all women
inin a community were honorably mar-
ried you can readily understand one
thing that there would be no prostitu-
tion of women in that community
there would beanbe an end of the corruption
of man in that community there would
be no illegitimacy there you can see
then that it is only a question of ad-
vantages resulting from apureacure marriage
coallto allail the inhabitants of any commun-
ity who can be blessed by such an in-
stitutionution of marriagearriagena only introduce
this anttant the cause of all this sintin and
moral and physical degeneracydegeneracy wouldvould
have an enuendend

but then says one Isisitit right
wowe woulawould have no objections to a

plural marriage if we could only believe
that it was right how in heavens
name you would have to feel to feel
ththatat I1itt is wrong I1 cannot imagine
you say that when one wife is married
to a man there isa in that transaction
nothing but what is religious nothingbothinnnaji I1 t ia oalar bl pure itald
9good 1it iss goodd enough to go to church
with I1it is something you can pray
about you can have it sanctified by the
presence of the priest it is sacred it
is so commendable that the most fastidi-
ous will hardly blush at the idea of a
inmansans marrying one wife he who
mamarriestries one wife is considered an hon-
orable man and his wife finds a place
among honorable women and their
children are honored upon the same
plane that is secured to them by the
character and standing of their honored
parentsparants in the community they have
theirthelr entry into society it smiles upon
them and extends to them its patronage
and their path is the path of honor
from the time they open their infant
eyes and gaze upon the surrounding ob-
jects in the midst of which life to them
has a beginning and through all the
subsequent stages of the lengthened
way these blessings come to them
because their parents were honorably
married and kept sacredly the vows
that made them husband and wrife
their marriage was virtuous and just
what a pity it is that this state of things
couldcoilld not hebe extended to all I1 allude
to this sinbinsingleae marriage because I1 want
you latter day saints that are before
me todayto day to begin to think if you
never have to begin to reason if you
never have that you maylmayknowsnow and un-
derstandderstand if it iais only to a limited ex-
tent the reasons that exist why mar-
riage isis a pure holy and saving institu-
tion

says one the bible says it is but
suppose the bible did not say so would
ththatat make any difference if Aa woman
were asassociatedsocia ted in the relationship of
wife with an honorable man who kept
his marriage vow would it change the
fact that there would be purity inno-
cence truthfulness and virtue in this
that could not be found elsewhere that
could not occur without the same inti-
mate relationship between man and
woman aside from the covenant that
makes them man and wife

weve say then if this iais the reason why
in heavens wisdom it was ordained
that man and woman should be married
atvasit was simply to regulate the actions ofof
man and womanin the most sacred
holy high and responsible relation-
ships that exist between them to pre
serve in man and woman the fountain


