curiously he lifted up the book and
opened it. Jf¢ was ¢ BieLe—thnt
volume which, above and beyond
all others, has been the Instrument
of arousing the dormant conscience
and the spiritual nature of man by
Ita nnratives, its appeals, and its
promises—of feeding the Infty hopes
of immortality Indigenous to our
species, of speaking peaceand giving
reat to the wounded spirit, nnd of
inspining the heart and arming the
will to works of mercy and sclf-
denia] for the redemption of man.
The seed of Truth is sown in the
soul of that erring one, and the
wicked man has turned away from
the wickedness he hnth done. We
leave him for a season,during which
that seed, wntered by the dews of
Divine grace. will take root and
spring up to eternal life.
VI. REDEMPIION.

Our story commenced at n period
when Europe was heaving with the
first of those revolutionary throes
that shortly afterwards overturned
so many of ity thrones, and con-
vulsed goclety to its centre. The
interest and curiosity excited by the
affair of the Bounty, and the total
dirappearance of ship and crew from
the eyes of men, had subsided—for-
gotten indeed in the nbsorbing ter-
rors of the time. The tragedy of
the French Revolution was over—
the glories of the empire were passed
—Nnpoleon himself a prisoner in
the little Isle of Elba. The curtain
had fallen upon the fourth act of the
great European drinma—the fifth was
about to begin, of which the grand-
est scene should be enncted on the
fleld of Waterloo, and the most in-
structive closed with the rocky
prison of SBt. Helenn.,

Turn we now to our rocky isie—
solected as n voluniary prison by
the mutineors of the Hounty, twen-
ty-five years before. It was in the
year 1814, towards the close of u
perene evening in September, that
two English men-of-war, crulsing
in the South Ben, found themselves
in slght of an island whercof their
charts gave no indieation. When
morning dawnped, human dwellings
were distinctly visible, so neat in
their structure, nnd 5o finished and
orderly in their appurtenaness, as to
suggest the habitations of eivilized
beings. Whilst the X.prlish com-
manders were conjecturing what
this meant, a canoe was observed to
put from shore, guided by two
youthful men, one of whom, as they
npproached, was distinguished by
his tall flgure, dark hair, and ex-
pressive countenance. Much to the
nstonishment of the officers, they
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hailed the ships in *‘the mother
tongue*” of old England. When
these youths had come on bonrd,
nnd refreshments were oflered them,
the surprise was heightened by their
reverently standing up, while, with
folded hands, they implored of God,
“the grace of thankfulness.”

The reading of the Bible had done
it. Reflection had led to that genu-
ine repentance which needs not to
be repented of. Daily, for years,
might John Adnms have becn seen,
gitting benecath the runners that
clustered round his cot, rending
aloud the Book of Life. The dusky
wife stands listening near, not un-
profited, while the once hard, world-
ly man is melted by the truth.
Amidst the pauses of the narrative,
they glance bLeyond the neat en-
closure of the hut, unconsclously
drinking in the beauty of the scene
—the palm-crowned hillocks in the
foreground, beyond the rich valleys
nnd rugged peaks, the far-bounding
sea and fantastic clouds terminating
the horizon; or, at other times at-
trncted by the clear ringing laugh-
ter of youthful voices, they look on
with the eyes of love, watehing the
sports and gambolg of the happy
children. Every opportunity of
doing good had beun cngerly sefzed
by the nltered man, and soon the
first school was established. One
day, deslring to hnve a new piece of
ground broken up, wherein to plant
yams, he had offered to two youths,
named Edward Quintal and Robert
Young, n small phial of gunpowder
by way of rewnard for doing it. The
work wns finished, nnd the youths,
who no doubt had coveted Adams’
accomplishment of reading, so evi-
dent a source of gratifiention and
power, now asked him, *“Which
would please him best—to give them
the powder, or to teach them to
read?’ Delighted with their ob-
vious desire, he offered instruction
and powder both. The latter they
relused, the former they gladly
accepted. He further told them that
any of their compnnions might
come, and he would tench them
nlso. To his great delight the whole
of the children came to be taught to
read, and manifested such n thirst
for knowledge, thot he had soon
little else to do than attend to this

charming univerzity of truth-seck-:

ers—this little band of hope. And
very gently nnd wisely did John
Adnws carry on his labor of love.
The lips that hnd once given utter-
noce to habitunl blasphemy, now
taught the young to lisp the song of
praise and prayer. On the Sabbath,
n cheerful yet stiict attention was

paid to public worship, he of course,
acting as chaplnin. In course of
time n community gnthered around
him as their patrinrchal centre, their
temporal ad viser and spiritual guide
—in all numbering forty-six indi-
viduals. The English language was
the one they spoke,but they brought
no discredit on the old country.
These young people grew up hand-
some in person, modcst in manners,
and industrious in their hnbite—
Nature’s unpelluted children. Vice
was now utterly unknown amongst
them, whilst the simple arts which
Adams had brought with him,being
imparted to them, eontributed to sur-
round their homes with comforts
nnd convenjences of various kinds.
The durkness hnd indeed vanished,
and the morning Ught of Christian
hope nnd progress shone brightly
upon them.

This, then, was the explanation
of the conduect of Young and Quin-
tal—the two visitors from Pitcairn
—which hnd cxeited such surprise
in the English captains. They took
their boat’s crew and visited the
island. Their wonder increased.
All bore the aspect of Jove; the very
air breathed peace. The spot seemed
like some miniature Eden—nn oasis
in the Sahara of sin.

“The agility and strength of thesc
natives were go great,’’ report tho
British officers, ‘thnt the stoutest
and most expert English sailors
were no mateh for them in wrestliog
and boxing. Young and Quintal,
each carried at one time, n kedge
anchor, two sledge hammers, and nt
armorer’s anvil—weighing together
upwnrds of 800 pounds, and Quintal
once carried n boat twenty-cight feet
in leugth.”? They are described a8
being finely formed, with open and
benevolent  eocuntenances. The
young women were especially at-
tractive, heing  tall, strong, and
beautifully modeled, their faces
beaming with smiles aud good
humor, their teeth perfect in their
regulnrity, and white as ivory. Cap-
tain Beechy ndda: *‘‘They are cet-
tainly o finer and more athletie race
than is usunlly found among the
families of mankind.*?

The explanation Is in their clean-
liness, activity, and dietetic habits.
“Ynms constitute their principal
food, either boiled, bnked, or mixed
with cocon-nut made into cakes, and
enten with molasses. Taro-root i8
no bad substitute for bread; and
bananas, plantalns, and appoi, nre
wholesome and nutritive fruita. The
common beverage is water; but they
make n tea from the tes-plant, flav-
ored with ginger, and sweetcned



