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ber in New Zealand, corresponds to
March in the northern zone of asmilar
latitude. Well, the meal to which we
were invited was served in the meeting
house; the ifoced was placed on mars
which were spread on the middle of the
floor and reached from the duor head or
at \he inner end; and all mu.t sit on the
floor in regular native style except my-
self, for wnom a small box was provi led,
because [ wasa new bhand, and consc
quently not accustotned to Maori ways
Bur as I was auxious to impress my
Mauori friends with the tact that] nad
assed through monlths of carelul train-
ing on the smaller islands ol the Pacific
and had learned to sit on my crossed
Jegs in genuine native style, { respect-
fully declined the use of the box, and
insisted the Eider Gardner who was the
oldest man and besides the president ol
the missior, was the most proper person
to- perch upon this seat of honor; and |
suggested further that it be placed at the
head ol the table (mats) fur that pur
ose. The point was sustained, and
oth Elders and Maoris seemed 1o rehsh
the food, which consisted chtefly of well
cooked meat, potatoes and bread.

After supper, we commenced our his-
torical labors, the distnict and branch
records of the Bay of Islands disinct
having been brougnt in lor that purpose
of bewng inspected, and contributed -
formation for Cnurch history.

Alter evening prayer in the meeting
house, which was preceeded by the
singing of a hiymn, and the reading of a
chapter in the Bible, the gathering was
turned into a genuine Maon “poroporo’*
during whicn numerous spceches ol
welcome were made, chiefly direcled 10
Elder Gardner and niyseit, to which we
briefly re:ponded; but as every leading
man present seemed to have something
to say, the meeling was prolonged t.l
about 11 o'clock in the night. “['his did
not mean that all present kept awake
all that time; many siept, and some even
spored Even we missionaries were
hall asleep part of the time, and n9
doubt I should have gone far into oream-
land had not one of the Eiders pad
particular attention to me by whispering
a translation of the speeches in my ear
as they were being delivered. At
length the last speaker was through,and
we Elders, after shaking hands with ali
who were not asleer, betook usto our
quarters un the hidl where we slept
comiortably during the might,

Salurday, October 19th. Our con-
ference, which has the senii-annual con-
ference of the Bay of Islands wisrnct,
commenced in the large and com-
modious Te Horo meeting house at 10
a. m. Eilder Charles B. Bartleit and my-
sell were the speakeisin the lorenouvs,
Eider Gardner doing the tran Jdating for
me He was also my interpreter in the
meeting held ' the previous evening
President Gardner was the principal
speaker in the afiernoon, while a num-
ber of the nauve brethren, Elders Gard
ner and M:do B. Andrus addressed the
congregation inthe evening. The Jast
named Elder had just artived from U,an,
and had been assigned to the Bay ol
Islands district to labor aniong the
Maoris. We had a good and interesting
time, and notwithsianding the rainy
weather and a death ina neighboring
village, about fitty naitives, both Saints
and strangers, altended tne meetings.
Alter the evening session greeting
speeches were agaln made by & number
of natives who had arrived during the

day; and they inturn were greeted by
the residents ot the village.

Sunday, October 2o0th  Qur confer-
ence was continued, and three interest-
ing nieetings held, commencing res-
pectluliy a 10 a. m., and at 3 and 7 p. m.
Che histwrian occupied the 1ime in the
forenoon, Elder Bartlett transtating lor
me; in the afierncon Elder Gardner,two
native breinren and Elder Barilet were
the speakers, and in the evening the
assr mbly was addiessed by E der Thos.
J. Morgan, myselt and several natives.
Between the forenoon and afternoon
meetings 1 baptiz *d two in the beautiful
clear water ol H kurangi river. Oune of
them was George Marrmer, a half caste
who had come reventy miles from Wai-
hou, on the Hokianga river to attend
the conlerence and to be baptizad; the
other candidate was Hot-rane, a young
boy belunging to the village of Te Horo.
All 1he Saints and strangers present in
the village had assembled on the banks
of the river to witness the performance
of the sacred ordinance, and as Elder
Gardner stood upon the green bank and
addressed the assembly on the subject
uf baptism, it caused one's mind in-
stnctively to revert te Juhn the Bapiist
preaching to tie multitude on ihe banks
of 1he river Jurdon, or m the wilderness
of Judea. The scene certainly was very
impressive.  After the singing of a
suitable hymn, the «ffering of a prayer
and Elder Gardner's speech, which was
all done In the Maori language,l entered
the stream, antl administered the sacred
ordinance of baptism for the firsttlime
in my life in the ouinern zove. The
two converts were confirmed in the after-
noon meeting, which gave E der Gatd-
ner a goud subject fora puwerful ser-
mon on the hist pringiples of the Gos-
pel.  Thus, the tirst conference which |
attended in the Maonidom proved a very
interesting one to me.

Monday, October 21st. I spent the
day doing historical labors at our quar-
ters on the biil, assisted by Elders Mor-
gan and Markham, while pres dent Gar-
dener and the other brethren went up
the river a lew miles to atiend a funeral.
Another meeting was held in the Te
Horo meeling house in the evening, at
which Elder Gardner was the pringipal
speaker. Tne news of the g od ume
we were having al the conference had
spread to the surrounding villages, and
the people kept coming in, some 1o be
baptized. Instead ot attending this
meeting I worked on the records tiil
midnight assisted by Eider Bartleut.

The Bay ol Island+, Latter-day Sainls
missionaty di-irict,embraces the e xtrente
north end ot the Nor.h 1sland; it extends
southward on the west cuast to the
village of Tikarisu and on the ¢ast coast
to, and including tne Bay ot lslands.
Four Elders trom Zion sre labonng at
the present time in this district which
consists of eleven branches, namely,
Waitetoki, Te Touwai, Matauri, Nyaw-
hitu, Kaikohe, Tauioro, Waihou, Waiu-
mio, Maromaku, Te Horo and Manga
kahia. The total membership of the
disirict, including children is 381 ol
whom ten are Europeans.

The Waitetoki branch comprises the
Saints residing in a village of that pame
siluated on the Pupuki nver, which
empties into the Wha.ngaroa harbor on
the east coast. the village being about
seven mies up the river It is also
about sixty miles norlth of Kawakawsa
aud is the northernmost branch ol the
Church in New Zealand; it was organ-

ized January 17th 1889 by Elders George
and Orsen L Rowney, with Papu
Arapata president, he stunil presides.

Te Touwai branch consisis of the
Saiats residing in a viliage called Te
Tuuwai situzted near the east coast ob
the south side «f the Whaugaroa hat-
bor, and about three miles south of the
town of Wnaugaroa. Tne branch was
organized April tst 1888, by Eldet
George Romney, |r. .

The Mataurt branch consists of the
Saints residing in the native villages o
Marauri, Waidua and Takou whicn are
all siiuated on the east side of the
Whaugareva harbor; the branch was or
ganized in February, 1892, by Elder
Wi liym T. Stewart and o.ners.

The Ngawhitu branch embraces the
Saints residing 1n a little native vidage
of that name situated inland about
twelve miles northwest o Kawakawa,;
1t was organized February, 17:h 1859

The K sikohe branch consists ot Saints
residing in and near the vilage of
Kaikolie, which is situated inland about
nve mules west of Like Qmapere, OF
about Iwenty miles west of Kanakawa.
The branch was tully organized Novem:
ber 27th 1892, by Elders Edward Atkin
and Charles . Bartigtt.

The l'au oro bran¢h, which was or-
ganized February 17th 188g, consists of
the Saiints resding n Lhe vilage o
Tautoro silvated vn a moun aineous
country about five miles sou.hwest of
Kaikohe, and about twenty five miles by
road northuw est ol Kawakawa.

The Wailiou branch was organizdedy
Elder Angus T Wright and otner Elders
October 6.h 1889, it comprises the nauve
Saints residing i the Waihou vailey on
the headwaters ot the Hokianga harbor
about tweniy-five miies nortiiwest 0
Kawagawa.

The Waiomio branch organized Oct-
ober 1888 cunsists of the Saints residing
1m a village of that name and aiso in the
neighboring vil.age ol Copuru. Waio
mio is situated about three miles south
ol Kawakawa, and is the pilace where
the Elders laboning in the district make
tneir headquarters. They get their mail
at Kawakawa, 8 European town, which
15 situated inland eight mles by rail
1rom QOpua, on the Bay of Islands shore.
Opua 15 about 130 mules by steamer
northwest of Aackiand.

The Maramaku branch consists of the
Samts living in the native villages of
Maramaku and Te Tororoa, siuated
about seventeen miles soutnwest of
Kawakawa, or about eight miles north-
cast ot Te Horo. The branch was or-
ganiz.d by Elder Willlam Paxman and
other Elders January sth 188g.

Te Horo btanch cousists of the Saints
residing 11 the villages of Te Horo,
Roma, Darikou anu Pipiwai, all situated
ot the Hikurangi river, a tributary of
the Waitoa. Te Horo, 1he principal
village is situated in & narrow vailey be-
tween wood covered mountains, about
twenty-hve miles south ot Kawakawa,
near tne base ot the Motatau mountam,
one of the highest elevations in New
Zealand north of Auckland The branch
was organized by Eluer William Paxman
and other klders January 1st 1889, with
Hamuera Toko as president, He still
presides with Wiremu Te Tairua and
Eru Reweti as counselors

The Mangakahia branch, which was
organized Fevruary 17th 1889, consists
of the Saints residing on the Mangaka-
hua river in the vilages of Te Kwre, Te
Kaauau and Te Haminge. Te Kiore,



