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ber in new zealand corresponds to
march in the northern zone of a similar
latitude well the meal to which we
were invited was served in the meeting
house the food was placed on mats
which were spread on the middle of the
floor and reached from the door head or
at the inner end and all mut sit on the

in regular native style except my-
self for whom a small box was provided
because I1 was a new handband and conse

not accustomed to maori wa s
butat as I1 was anxious to impress my
maori friends with the fact that I1 had
passed through months of careful train-
ing on the smaller islands of the pacific
and had learned to sit on my crossed
legs in genuine native style I1 respect-
fullyf declined the use of the box and
insisted the elder gardner who was the
oldest man and besides the president olof
the missionmis was the most proper person
to perch upon this seat otof honor and I1
stigsuggested further that it be placed at the
head otof the table matsmat for that pur
poseose the point was sustained andathboth elders and maorislaoris seemed to relish
the food which consisted chiefly of well
cooked meat potatoes and bread

after supper we commenced our his-
torical labors the district and branch
records of the bay of islands district
having been brought in lorfor that purpose
of being inspected and contributed in-
formation for church history

after evening prayer in the meeting
narnbouse0 which was preceproceedededed by the
singing of a hymn and the reading of a
chapter in the bible the gathering was
turned into a genuine maori poroporo
during which numerous speeches olof i

welcome were made chiefly directed to
elder gardner and mamsellsell to which we

responded but as every leading
man present seemed to have something
to say the meeting was prolonged till
about ii in the nightdight this did
not mean that all present kept awake
all that time many slept and some even
snored even we missionaries were
halthall asleep part of the time and non
doubt I1 should havebave gone far into cream
land had not one of the elders paid
particular attention to me by whisperwhisperingilig
a translation otof the speeches inin my eareair
as they were being delivered at
length the last speaker was through and
we elders alterafter shaking hands with all
who were not asleep betookretook us to our

i quarters on the hill where we slept
comfortably during the night

saturday october irth our con-
ference which has the semiannualsemi annual con-
ference of the bay of islands ai uriel
commenced in the large and com-
modiousinoiodiousdiou te horo meeting house at 10
ama m elder charles B bartlettBart leit and my-
self were the speakeisinsin the forenoonto
elder gardner doing the tran lating for
mehae he was alsoalso my interpreter in the
meeting held the previous evening
president gardner was the prinprincipalcipA
speaker in the afternoon while a num-
ber of the native brethren elders gard
ner and milo B andrus addressed the
congregation in the evening the lastjast
named elderdoer had just arrived from aab
and hadbad been assigned to the bay 0ot
islandsblands district to labor among the
maorislaoris we had a good and interesting
time and notwithstanding the rainy
weather and a death in a neighboring
village about fifty natives both saints
and strangers attended thie meetings
after the evening session greeting
speechesmia bhes were aagaingad made by a number

I1 of nativestives who had arrived during the

day and they in turn were greeted by
the residents of the village

sunday october botti our confer-
ence waswan continued and three interest-
ing meetings held commencing res

a io10 a m and at 3 and 7 p m
rhefhe histohistoriantian occupied the tinietime in the
forenoon elder bartlett translating for
me in the afternoon elder Gardner two
native brethren and elder Birt letl were
the speakers and in the evening the
assemblyabstassimtriblybly waiwa addressedaddi essed by E der thusthos
J morgan myself and several nativesnative
between the forenoon and afternoon
meetings I1 baptizedbaptied two in the beautiful
clear water olof H river one of
them was george marrinerMar a half caste
who had come sleventyevent y miles from wai
huuhou on the Hoki anga river to attend
the conference and to be baptized the
other candidate was hot rane a young
boy belonging to0 the village of te horo
all thehe saints and strangers present in
the village had assembled on the banks
of the river to witness the performance
of the sacred ordinance and as elder
gardner stood upon the green bank and
addressed the assembly on the subject
of baptism it caused ones mind in-
stinctively to revert to john the B
preaching to the multitude on the banks
of the river jordon or in the wilderness
of judea I1 he scene certainly was very
impressive after the sinningsinging of a
suitable hymn the c faering of a prayer
and elder gardenersgardnersGard ners speech which was
all done in the maori language entered
the stream and administered the sacred
ordinance of baptism for the first time
in my life in the bouthern zone the
two converts were confirmed in the after-
noon meeting whichaich gave ederE der gard-
ner a good subject furfor a powerful ser-
mon on the histfirst principlestiles of the gos-
pel thus the first conference which I1
attended in the proved a very
interinterestingeting one to me

monday october aist I1 spent the
day doing historical labors at our quar-
ters

aarmron the hill assisted by elders mor-
gan and markham while pres dent gar-
dener and the other brethren went up
the river a lewfew miles to attend a funeral
another meeting was held in the te
horo meeting house in the tveveningening at
which elder gardner was the principal
speaker the news of the g od time
we were having at the conference had
spread to the surroundsurroundingding villages and
the people kept coming in some to be
baptized instead otof attending this
meeting I1 worked on the records till
midnight assisted by eldereider bartlettbartleetBart leit

the bay of islandsislando latter day saints
missionary district embraces the extreme
north end of the burhnoi- h island it extends
southward on the westdebt coast to the
village of Tikaritu and on the tasteast coast
to and including the bay otof islands
four elders from zion ard laboring at
the present time in this district which
consists of eleven branches namely
Waite toki te mataurimarauriMa tauri ngaw
aitu Kaikohe tautoroTau iorotoro waihou wio
mio maromakuMaro te horo and mangomanga
bahia the total membershiphip of the
district including children is of
whom ten are europeans

the Waite toki branch comprises the
saints residing in a village of that name
situated on the river which
empties into the harbor on
the east coalt the village being about
seven mi es up the river it is also
about sixty milts north of kawakawakarakawaKawakawa
and is the northernmost branch otof the
church in new zealand it was organ

iced january lyth 1889 by elders G
and orson UD rhinneyRoinRouis ney with
arapataarapatra president he stid presides

te branch coconsistssills 0of
saints residing in a villavillage calledall
luuwai situated near the eastast coast
the south side iff the b

bor and about three miles south of
town of the branch
organized april 1888 by
george romney jr

the maraurimatauri branch consistscor of
saints residing in the native villages
matauriMaiMa auritauri and jakoutakou
all situated on the east side omof

ua harbor the branch was
in FriOrFeorfebruaryuary 1892 by ea

wi iilimm T stewart and boners
the branch embraces

saints rebiding in a little native vitviila
of that name situated inland itabak

twelve miles northwest otof bawakawaka
it was organized february 1710 I11889

the K takohe branch conconsistssits otof
residing in and near the vil agea
Kai kohe which is situated inland a
tiveave miles west off lake ornOrti aperee
about twenty miles west olof Kkawakak
the branch was lullyfully organized nov0
ber 1892 by elders edward
and charles tili bartlettballettBan lett

the I1 audoro branch which washwf iloi

february 1889 consists
the saints resreddingdingcling in the villagevidag 1

tautoro situated on a moun aittoaincioa
country about five miles southwestaft 4C evl

Kai kohe and about twenty five milemilesasWsoll t

road northwest of kawakawakarakawaKawakawa
the waihou branch was organic

elder angus T wright and otnerother elele
october aih 1889 it comprises the nnai
saints residing in the waihou valley Ws
the headwaters otof the Hoki inga boxbarhal
about twenty five mues
karakawakawakawaKawKawal akawacawa

the branch organized
ober 1888 consists otof the saints resresi
in a village of that name and also inina
neighboring otof W
mioMILO is situated about three miles soi
0ol01I1 kawakawakarakawaKawakawa and is the place whamw
thin elders laboring in the district baak
ttkneirair headquarters they get theirir B

at KawkawakitaKawakakiwadwa a european town
is situated inland eight miles by i L

opuaapua on the bay of islands shorshe
opuaapua is about miles by steal
northwest of auckland j

the Mara branch consiconsistsits olof ae
saints living in the native villages aaw
Mara and te Tororoa situated
about seventeen miles of
kawakawakarakawaKaw akawa or about eight miles north
ttastast olof te horo the branch was off

bybv elder william avaan
other elders january aih 1889 I1

te horo branch consists of0 the
residing in the villages of te adro
roma anciana Pip iwai all situated
on the river a tributary 40if
the te horo the principal
village is situated in a narrow vaileyprincawiw I1i
tween wood covered momountains about
twenty five miles south ot karakawakawakawaKaw akawa f

neatnear the base otof the motatau mountainmountie
one of the highest elevations in newnein
zealand north of auckland the brandy
was organized by elder william
and otner elders january ift1889 wiittoko as president kia SUR
presides with te tairuatamrua steif
eru as counselors

the Manakabia branch which w

organized february irth
of the saints residing on the manmandaj
hiabia river in the villages of te ickaryarr 3
kaakau and tere haringeHa minge tetd KFafo


