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MARVELOUS manifestations

in the litelife olof williamWIll iain TeuTe neut of
new jersey

editor deseret news
in looking over some old and musty

volumes that had been inherited and
had been in possession of my ancestors
for several generations my attentionwas directed to one that had the ap-
pearancepearance of being productive of the
past century and upon examination itproved to be the I1 litelife of william ten-nent a pastor of the presbyterian
church at freehold monmouth coun-
ty new jersey from october 1733 tomarch 1777 11

having heard in my youth something
in regard to10 his marvelousmarve ious lite I1 con-
cluded to examine it and was much
interested in his history and herewith
present some extracts from the work
which are well authenticated for tilethe
benefit of your readers believing a
perusal of them will promote in the
hearts of tha saints a greater degreedegree
of laith in heavenly things and in ththeeoverruling provi dences of our heavenly
father

the subject of this sketch was the
son of win Tetennent a presbyterian
preacher who came from great britain
in 1718 he was a man of culture and
refinement and settled in Neshaming
bucks county penna he was skilled
in the latin language and as educationwas at a low ebb at that early day he
determined to establish an academy
and build a house known at that time
as

THE LOG COLLEGE
believing that to be the best service he
could render to god and his adopted
country rowlandEow land campbell law-
rence beattie robison blair and
many other prominent persons of that
day were among his pupils

his son w-williamw-illiam borntborn thebe third
4 of june 1705 was among the pupils of

the academy and applied himself with
zeal and industry to hisbis studies and
made great proficiency in the lan-
guages he was impressed with a
deep sense of divine things and de-
terminedter mined to devote himself to the ser-
vice of god his intense application
to study affected his health he became
emaciated and at length was like a
living skeleton he wiswas attended by a
physician a young man who was at-
tached to him by the strictest and
warmest friendship he gradually

rew worse and was conversing witogew
isis brother on the state of his soul

when he fainted and died
he was prepared for burial and the

ffriends were invited to attend the
ffuneral next day in the evening his
briend the physician I1 returned ffromrom a
ride in the country and was afflictedafflic tod
at the news of his death and could not
be persuaded that it was certain and
on being told that one of the persons
who assisted in preparing him for
burial thought he had observed a little
tremor of the flesh under the arm al-
though the body was cold and stiff
his friend endeavored to ascertain the
fact he first put his own handband in
warm water to make it as sensitive as
possible and then felt under the arm
and at the heart and affirmed that he
felt an unusual warmth though no
one else could he had the bodybod
placed in a warm bed and iasiinsistedsted thatthai
the people that had been iniinvited to theih
funeral should be requested not to at-
tend to this his brother obobjected as
absurd the eyes being sunk the lips
discolored and the whole body

COLD AND STIFF

Howe doctor finally prevailed
and remained at hisbis bedside night and
day using all possible means to dis-
cover symptoms of life the third
day arrived and no hoped were enter-
tained of success but by his friendff lend

theettlie people were again invited and
assembled to attend his funeral his
friend the doctor still objectedob and
at last confined hisbis request for delay
to one hour then to half an hour
and finally to a quarter of an hour he
hadbad discovered that the tongue was
much swollen and threatened to crack
he was endearendeavoringoring to soften it with
a featnerfea when the brother came inn at
the expiration of the last I1periodbriod and
insisted with earnestness ththatat the ffun-
eral

un
should immediately proceed at

this critical and important moment
the body to the great alarm and as-
tonishmentment of all present opened its
eyes gave a dreadful groan and sank
again into apparent death in about
an hour the eeyeses again 0olendaop enda heavy
groan proceededged from lethe body an d
again all appearances of animation
vanished and in another hour life
seemed to return with greater power
and a

COMPLETE revival
took place to the astonishment and joy
of hisbis friends

he continued in a weak state for
about six weeks and it was about one
year before he was fully restored af
ter liehe was able to walk the room his
sister was reading the bible he no-
ticed it and asked her what she had in
berhandheher hand she answered the bible
he replied What is the bible I1 know
not what you meandinean this affected the
sister so much that she burst into tears
and informed him that he was once ac-
quaintedquainluainted with it

emrmr Tennen found upon ex-
amination to be totally ignorant of ev-
ery transaction of life previous to hisbig
sickness he could not rreadead neither
did he seem to have an idea of what it
meant he was taught to read and
write as children are usually taught
ariland afterwardsafterwalads began the sstadyta

dir
of

latin under the tuition of hishi8 brotherbr0 her
day as liehe was reading a lessunlesson he

suddenly started placed his handband to
his head as itif some luing had hurt him
and made a pause and afafterta thatmat his
recollection was restored and his
memory was so completely revived
that he gained a perfect knowledge of
aall11 the past transactions of his life

mr tennent was afterward made a
pastor of the presbyterian church at
freehold Mom county new
jersey

A friend of mr tennent requested
him to give a

MINUTE ACCOUNT

of what his views and apprehensions
were while he lay jnJD the extraextraordinaryy
state of suspended animaanimationtiou and he
discovered great reluctance on the part
of mr tennent to entereater into any ex-
planation of his perceptions and feel
iingan g8 at that time but being imbor
tunedtuned he proceeded with a solemnity
not to be described and related the
hollowinglol lowing

1 while I1 was conversing with my
brother on the state of my soul and tire
learsfears I1 hadbad entertained torfor my future
welfare I1 foaud myself in an instant 1inI
another state of exisexistenceterice under the
direction of a superior being who or-
dered me to follow him I1 was accord-
ingly waftedwafred along I1 know not how
till i beheld at a6 didistancestancu an ineffable
glory the iTimpression of which on mmyy
mind it is impossible to communicate
to mortal man I1 immediately reflected
on my happy change and thought well
blessed be god I1 am safe at last not-
withstanding allail my fears I1 saw an
immeasurable host of happy beingsbeing
surrounding the inexpressible glory in
acts of adoration and jojoyous worship
butbat I1 did not see any bodily shape or
representation in the glorious appear-
ance I1 heard things unutterable I1
heard their songs and hallelujahs of
thanksgivingan praisedraise withwith unspeak-
ableI1 rapture I1iffelte t joy unutterableu and
full of glory I1 then applied to my
conductor and requested leave to join
the happy throng on which he tapped
me on tilethe shoulder and said you
must return to earth

this seemed like a sword through
my heart in one instant I1 recollect to
have seen my brother standing before
me disputing with tuete doctor the
three days during which I1 had ap-
peared lifeless seemed to me not more
than ten or twenty minutes the idea
of returning to this world of sorrow
and trouble gave me such a shock that
I1 fainted repeatedly he added such
was the effect on my mind of what I1
had seen and heard that if it be pos-
sible81

I1 ble for a human being to live entirely
I1 above the world and the things of it

i for some time afterwards I1 was that
person the ravishing sounds of the
songs and hallelujahs that I1 heard

I1 and the very words that were
uttered were not out of my
ears when awake for at least
three years all the kingdoms of the
earth were in my sight as nothing and
vanity so great were my ideas of0f
heavenly glory that nothing which did
not in some measure relate to it could
command my attention

mr was requested
muni cate the subjects of praise adora-
tion etc liehe declined to doCIO so80 and
said you will knew them with many
particulars hereafter as you will find

Ithemar1 them amongnong my papers alluding to
i hish is intention of making his friend his
I1 executor upon examinationaaion alter his
dedeathath the papers referred to had
either been destroyed or lost

i mr tennent was a very devout
man he was a peacemaker and was
instrumental in settling many disputes

i and difficulties he had implicit con
in the promises of god and

like the upright in ancient and modern
times suffered persecution

4 HEHB WAS ONCE INDICTED

idith others by the influence of ene-
mies for wilful and corrupt peperjuryI1urethe1 the
trial was to be at trenton N J onene of
his associates ththroughrough the agency of
their enemies was pronounced guilty
of the charges set forth in the indict-
ment and was most cruelly and as it
afterwards proved unjustly con-
demned to stand one hour on the court
house steps with a paper on his breast
wherein was written in large lettersletter
this is for wilful and cor-

rupt perjury mr tennent how-
ever relied upon the providences
of the almighty and said 1 I know my1117

own innocence and that god whom JLI
serve will not suffer me to fall by the
snares of the devil or by the wicked
machinations of his agents or ser-
vants his counsel asked him if he
had any witnesses he replied that he
had none and they insisted on having
the case postponed they thought him
an enthusiast and said to him that
his confidence and trust in god as a
christian was well founded and before
a heavenly tribunal would be all im-
portantpor tant butbat assured him that it would
not avail in an earthly court he
assured them his confidence in god
was strong and that he did not wish
them to delay the trial for a moment

THE BELL SUMMONED THEM

to court and mr tennent had nanett
walked far in the street before he metmat
a man and his wife who stopped him
and asked if misnamehis name was not ten-
nent he answered in the affirmative
and begged to know if they had any
business with him the man replied

you know best he told his name
and that he was from a certain place
that he mentioned and that mr ten-
nent and others had lodged at a par-
ticular time at a house wherein he and
his witewife had been servants that onn the
ffollowingollowing day they heard before they
left home he and his wife waked
out of a sound sleep and each told the
other a dream which had lustjust occurred

and which proved to be the same in
substance to wit that tictc mr ten-
nent was at trenton N J in the
greatest possible distress and it was
1in their power and theirs only to re-
lieve him considering it a remark-
able dream only they again went to
sleep and it was twice repeated pre-
cisely in the same maneer to both of
them this made so deep an impres-
sion on their minds that they journeyed
to trenton and inquired otof him what
they were todoto do they accompanied
mr tennent to the court hause and
were questioned by his counsel
and through theft evidence to their
astonishment hebe and his associates

WERE ACQUITTED
mr tennent took a decided part

with his country at the commencement
of the revolutionary war he was
convinced that the colonies were op-
pressed and that the treatment they
received waswaa irrational tyrannical and
intolerable in writing to a friend
february 141715 he says this is a
day of darkness in my view and I1 am
distressed for the nation and land
the ruin of both is awfully threatened
and though nonowiv deferred may ere long
be accompliaccomplishedshed unless reformation
takes place it behooves every one to
cry spare thy peopledpeople0 lord and give
not thy heritage to reproach I1 know
god is merciful he has notwithstand-
ing disinherited vw people as dear to
him as ever we werevere whose sins were
not more aggravated than oursoura thelord can deliver but have we reason
to think he will having told us that
he will wound the head of hishia ene-
mies and the scalps of such who
go on in their trespasses I1 Is thereany appearance of reformation yea
is it not the reverse are not our
meetings for the preservation of our
liberty often abused by excessive
drinkindrinkinggeteetc ravehave not politics takentaken
the place of religion in all our colvconver-
sations

e r
sat ions IsIsit not become unconstitu-
tional to use the vulgarvulgar lan-
guage

an
gua e to mention godgodsis name
in companykompany unless by way of dishon-
oring himfilm are not things sacred
neglected by some and burlesqued by
others are not the newspapers sub-
stituted for the bible on the lordsday yea at church what will the end
of these things be

mr tennent was on a visit near
new york when a british frigate at-
tempted to pass the batteries and pro
ceba up the hudson while general
washington1 with 1mis army was in the
city A heavy cannonadingcannocantio took place
mr was deeply affected and
after a violent struggle within himself
he turned I1toa0 a frienafriend or two present
and said come while our fellow
citizens are fighting let us
retire to prayer they accordingly
went up antis room when he inmostost
devotedly poured out his soul to god
in behalf of his suffering country

Mr Tennent after a short illness died
on the ath of march 1777 and was
buried at freehold monmouth coun-
ty new jersey near where the mem-
orable battle of monmouth took place
oron the of june 1778
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june ath 1887

CRIMES AGAINST CHASCHASTITYTIry

adultery and its kindred sins treat-
ed upon

sexual crimes have been recognized
and punished from the earliest periods
in the history of our race antedating
by centuries of time the issuance of
the ten commandments of moses one
of which was thou not commit
adultery technically speaking tilethe
highest sexual crime that can be com-
mitted is aher a married man cohab-
its with a woman who is another mans
wife this isia adultery in the highest
sense of the word and involved the
greatest results

according to our lexicons when the
act is committed between two persons
who are not marriedarnedaa other terms are
used such as fornication lewdness
etc but all cases of unlawful connu-
bial commerce call them by what
name we may belong to one class and
are to a greater or less extent adul-
tery and can toebe viewed I1in no other
lightjig originally the uniting of the
sexes by marriage was viewed in the
light of a sacred compact requiring
not only the sanction of god through
his servants but the ceremony to be
performedformed by thernthem also butbat as manperformedSerdegeneratedregeneratedegene rated and wandered away from
the true order of things established by
godgad the civil authority assassumedallied the
right to supersede the ecclesiastical
or if not exactly to supersede assumed
the right to solemnize marriagesmarriass as
well as the ecclesiastical with
this difference however the marriages
performed by civil authority relate only
to time while those that are performed
bybv the proper ecclesiastical authority
riachreach into eternity thus proving
that marriage when properly adminis-
tered is essentially a religious sacra-
ment

THE GREATEST GIFT

bestowed by god is that of creation
A portion ot the same power by which
the world was created has been be
stewed upon man which is manifest in
the works of his hands not only in
this but in the procreative power or
in the capability to perpetuate himself
this great power necessarily requires
the highesthi laws to govern it the
breaking of whichch would involve the
heaviest penalties

I1 barough a lawful marriage man is
I1 authorized to exercise the power of
I1 procreation while outside ofof it he has
I1I1 no authority to do soao

strange as it may appear for it is the
rulerole ratherlather than the exception the
inmoreore eienlightened the age the moremoie de
graded we fludfind humanity in this re-
gard we often speak of the degener-
acy of the barbarousbarba ious nations and
though sunksunanD very low as they are in

respects yet nearly all of them
could teach us

LESSONS IN SEXUAL P PURITYDEITY

and their degeneracy has been made
alcheall the more complete when alter be
ing broubrought in contact with they have
cooked crristianCoCa ristian civilization a princi-
pal adjunct of which is a most degrad-
ed licentiousness

the penalty that can be paid
torfor any crime is the shedding oiof the
blood of the transgressor this was
the penalty god revealed to moses for
the sinein of criminal intercourse be-
tween a man and a woman who was
married or between a man and a be-
trothed virgin while the man who de-
nied

de-
filed a virgin tuat was not berrotbetrothedhed
was compelled to pay to her father
fifty shekels in silver and was also
compelled to marry her and was botaot
allowed to put her away all his ddayss
in the last instanceins taace there seems to be a
discrimination made the former bill
being visited by the heaviest punish-
ment the latter making the marmarriageaage a
compulsory one and forbidding the
puttingitting away of a woman thus wrongedthethe justice of this law even among viethe
gentilesGen liles is recognized to this day
we intuitively justify tilethe taking of th
life of any man who deniesdefiles hishid neigh-
bors wife while all feel tuattua the only
reparation a man can make I1foror deduc
ining a virgin is by marrying her

we might give statistics of this class
of crime as published in reference to
many of the principal cities as weli as
the countries of the christian world
but it is only a minimum of the evevil
that is brought to the surface for the
sob strata orof

CIVILIZED DOING

in this regard would have to be
ploughedsloughedhed up belore we could discover
the enorenormitywity of this sin that is sapping
alike the lifebloodlife blood of people and nna-
tions

a
As I1 view it it is the unlimited

indulgenceI1 udul gence in this class of crime that
prevents its being unearthed only in a
small degree for we dread the revela-
tion of the true facts

bat we come now to the considera-
tion of this subject as it refers to the
latter day saints our religion in-
volves the highest degreedecree of purity
and sexual purity is considered among
the agost important the prophet jos-
eph smith said november 1843

it a man commits adultery he cacannotn not
receive the celestial kingdom of god
even if he is saved in any kingdom it
cannot be the celestial kingdom
and why because the promise to re-
ceive the fullness of a celestial king-
dom involves the keeping of all the
laws and ahe covenants pertaining
thereto and not the breaking of any
portion of it or the violat on of any
covenant and especially the covenant
of marriage it is said of abraham
isaac jacob and others that they have
attained to their exaltation because
they

ABODE IN MY LAW

god said concerning davids trans-
gressiongres sion although he had not received
a fullness of the priesthood that jiehe
had lost all the wives that had hereto-
foref ore been given him for said the
lord 1 I javgavee them another
the marrmarriagege of bathsheba to
david was justifiedI1 from the fact that
she had forfeited her right to tierher hus-
band and he had forfeited all his right
to his wives and they two should cer-
tainly bear their sin together al-though this marriage was sanctioned
by heaven insomuch that the son olof
god came through this lineage and a
solomon also was the fruitfrait of this
marriage who was deemed worthy to
build gods terntempleteyetyet the penalty
had to oe paid by davidavid forbisfor his
egressiongres sion and it is nowhere recorded
thattaht david had other wives given to
him after he committed this aidsin neith-
er is it anywhere recorded that the
man who commits adultery shall have
the privilege hereafter of being added
upon by havinhaving more wives given to
him without which we understand
the fullness of celestial glory cannot
be attained unto and it must be re-
membered also that the wives he had
previous to the committal of this act
are to betbe takenakell from him andaad given to
another see doedoc and cov seesec
verse 44 it is also said in this same
verse that the man who hath not com-
mitted adultery shall be made ruler
over many thus inferring that the
man

WHO IS GUILTY
of this act cannot attain unto this
power this certainly ought to be
enough to deter any person professing
to be a latter day saint from com-
mitting this grevious sin

I1 wish now to offer a few thoughts
upon that phase otof this sin wherein the
act is committed by those who are notnat
under any marriage covenant what-
ever nor other sacred covenants as
pertaining to the gospel which act is
often quoted by writers and othersethers as
a mere youthful folly

we repeat no sexual intercourse can
be indulged in outside of the marriage
covenant but what will involve serious
consequences we look upon virginity
as the very highest degree of purity
the hundred and forty four thousand
aas seen by john the revelator n his
vision who had the fathers name
written in their foreheads were select-
ed because of their purity and no
other word in our language could con-
vey the true ideaideallof this purity hence
though they were males they are called
virgins

Aaccordingg to the wala man married a wife aek
that she was nonott a Vvand
previously defileddefile 1 Sshe n

STONED TO i
outside the doord 0or otf heralhiar
whereas to fafalselyisel accasa I1

evolved not 0only11 I1 u sevev e
but the paymenteantofofone hatt
of silver for virgin parparitit

the highesthinbesthiebest esteem I1it t
thus severe in regard to
about the man shallishall hebe Ltyby his blandishmentsblandish ments abuland
offer of marriage 6succeedsueadsa maid of her virginity 8
is the greatergreate of the two
be justified by any modeo
whatever true he may
which perhaps is the ollya
tiehe can make iafia this life apa
many instances are such div
happy ones for the befitbeet of ri
that they are generally ca
having originated in wrong d

adultery in all its canottvarious
the crying sin ofef ththe adem
virtuous man may oube saidwiprecious anan the gold of onoot

the practice of pluralra ruaari I1 I1

received the sanction off heaheave
all sexual indulgence outsideide t
ariage covenant is mosmost aucese
damned the so called reregene
utah would s

GLORY IN THE DIC

of our sons and the ruin of of
daughters and have already adv
this as the most sure wayteway to
freedom from what ththeyevy callscalati
tyranny but I1 will say the
israel the surest way to via
teem and confidence of your
your friends and your assassouf
lifeafe as well as an honorable
followed by glory hereafter uito
serve yourselves entirely freefre
sexual crime the truly virtuvirtue
is a strong man everywhere vwt
others are like sampson shoshora
locks to the daughters ofod
would say preserve your vlra

would your life for lostjost virtuevirtner
a wrecked vessel althoualthough I1iff
repaired so as to successsuccessfullyally j
many a stormy sea stillsti I1its vi

depreciated in proportion to tn
age it formerly sustained

TO THE ERRING
ones let me offer a few
reperepeatlt a wrong for a wrongwrongs
only increasesinereasestheethe use ue
fold fortify yoyourselvesarsel es afe

points0 iats where you aree tthee the wa
foforr the enemy seldom attattacksackiss
fortified position remember tji
est way to receive the mercy all
is to exhibit a truetru repentance
above all things hereaftere let 1

adorn your every thought
CHABI

A LECTURE

delivered by wm MX stestewart
before the teachers iott

fellow teachers ladies andaad
men the subject on which
address you is teaching bebeford

cering upon the subject allow
give a few explanations of edn

education is the generation
er it is the s groigm
the whole being E u t
rather to teach us how to aftinW
what to think rather to imp
minds so as to chabla us to tbt
ourselves than to store our we
with the thoughts of otherfah win
teachers part in the process C

tion is that of a guide diorec
perin of the ope
which the pupil teaches winhit
greatr at end of school W

teteachch pupils how to1

themselves an eminent
teacher used to be laughed alii
insin g that he was trying to mot1110

selfif useless to his pupils
children to investigate daf
invent lorfor themselves accioactio
is the maxim of training99 an94anal
things are objects for lessons
pupils once taste theake sweets
tel conquest they denialdem
tories for themselves A

let us look for a mome ants

HISTORY OF gRDAGOG 1

up to the time of the defor
people otof europe wernewere ininaai
abject ignorance the I1leitt
kept wholly within the arlthe church the anvenin on
ing howehoweververp necessitatestaip 1

lish ment of common set00
elements of training no1111 tl
were very rudimentary I1
taught also some lit
and the church
prized the teacherstaachers ememp
from the priests were 68
count of their t
else soldiers who had
limbs persons deformed asmd
and women who were
the public as paupershaupers wem
as teachers

about this time
philosopherI1hilo sopher wroteideal society where aWaig

ja stice should take acm
raneerance and selfishness h
fell into the hands of f
a swiss philanthropist iW
work putting into practicef
rousseau he met withwiehl
ties and at first made
howeverever hisbig
soon led him to farther
labors were crowned with i

successsaccess and he became kw
eminent

educational
As necessity Is the wt

tiou m


