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THE DESERET WEEEKTLY:

—

L'
ernment of the Latter-day Saints,
and that the power of God may be
manitest and the way be prepared
for the ushering in  of the kingdom of
God, which shall never be left Lo an-
other people, and which shall never fall,
May God grant it. Amen.

{That portion of the foregoing dis-
course which relers to the address
adopted at the last General Conference
having been greatly misconstrued, I
wish 1o state that | had not the remotest
intention, ip making those remarks, to
convey the idea that the menbers or
officers of the Church were o be di-
rected as lo how they should vote, or
that they were required to seek counsel
in political or business affairs in any
way hut as set forth in that document.
Its language is very plain to thase who
do not seek 10 exaggerateit.  That is:

We unanimously agree to proniulgate
as a rule that should always be observed
in the Church and by cvery leading offi-
cial thereof, that belore accepting auy
pesition, political or otherwise, which
would fhlerfere with the proper and com-
plele discharge of ccclesiastical dufies,
and belore accepling a nomination or
entering into engagemenis to periorm
pew dulies, said official should apply to
the proper autkborities and learn irom
them whether he can, consistently with
the obligations already entered into
with the Chutch upon assuming his of-
fice, take upon himself the added
duties and labors and responsibilities ot
the new position.

This clearly refers only Lo those *‘lead-
ing officials” who are under cbligations
to the Church to give 1t their time and
services and who in asztuming other
obligations and duties would bave 1o
peglect their labors in the Church.
That, no less and no more, is ils intent
and signification. It is to mainotain
proper discipline in the Church and not
to interfere in any way with the rights or
libertics of a living soul.]

: Jos F. SaiTH.

SINGERS AT HOME.

The Culiforuia chorus and accompa-
nying Iriends arrived bome tuday, Lthe
Unlon Pacific special of seven sleepers
snd one buggage car reachiog the chy
‘Thursday, April 23rd.}

There wers prubavly a Lthousand
people at the depot—irlende, molbers,
Iathers, brothere, sistere, sweethearts—
awailing tne arrival of the tralo load
of precions freight. Tt was a happy
meeling, snd While tne Lrip has been
enjoyed by the excursionlate, they Ivec
no time o lvaving the train and feel-
ing beceath thelr feet the soll of their
mopuntaln bome.

Most of the ravelers looked dusty
and sume of them a little fatigued, bat
there were ouue oul emiling faces Lo
greet ope as he viewed tne throng,
wiitle the merrlest ol tuerry laughuer
fitled all the air, Here and there was
a singer carryiog bome a big, fal
flower pot containing tome choice
plant, while orange boughs with two
or three teautiful yellow spheres there-
on were pussesied Dy muany,

Director Btepuens waas entbusjas.
tic: in his vraise o! the people
of Calllorvie. “We bave enjoyed the
\rip imtensely,” be ssid, “and our
\feaiment has heen aimpiy priucely.
We nave given eight

in sll, one 1o Oskland, five in Ban
Fruncisoo, ope in 8an Jose and one In
Bacramento, aod each one has been anp

artistic euccess. Iu Bsu Fran-
cleco we opened fo a amall
bouse, but the palronage in-

creased with each successive effort
uotll on Bunday eveniog the bouee
waa literally packed. The trip, while
eaving been one ol the greatest
pleasure to our 2aingers, bas beeo &
muaical success. The beautifal valleys
of Calilornia,richly covered with graes
and flowere, were s gfeat change Irom
whalt we had leflt at home, and the
treatment accordved aa helped us the
better to epjoy the sights. In fact the
World’s Fair trip Jdid not compare with
ILin Boy wWay.

“We have met wlih some focny
little experieucee, however, one of
which was the attitude of some of the
pewepapera. 1 was told by the report-
efs In one or two iosiances thal tbelr
editors bad refused to publish tbeir
c¢Eiticlencs of our work on the grounds
that all we came to Callfornia for was
to *bhoom the Mormono Churcik.” A8 a
rule, however, we have received very
fulr trestment from the papers. The
only oBbe Lthat proved & particu.
iar ¢xception was tke Examiner,
whbicb, whlle it told many wun-
varnlened truthe, wae lInclined to be
somewhLat dyspeptic. [ bave been in-
formed, nowever, tbal the Examiuer’s
eritic was ap upeuccesdful chorus di.
tector of Ban Francisco and that owor
5UCOeRs wWas not very palatable to him,
f regard toe Ban Francitco Music and
Drama a8 the higbest musical suthority
on the ceast, and Very much respected
througuout tbe United Biater. Its
opiojon will be given more weight by
waelctans thapn will the oritioiamsa uf
tbe newspspere.” [[he NEws has al-
tesuy published the oflticiup sbove
relerred to.]

“Whilethisand otherecriticiams were
somewhal enthuslastic and highly ap-
preclated by ur, they fail abaoiutely to
cunvey to the miou a proper {dea of the
peuple’a appreciation, Qur audiences
wele positively wild in their enthuti-
usIn Bt Limes sy We Look 8 wil'm plage
in 1be hearta of those who beard ns. I
am very prouy of tone gholr and of their
eplendtd work doriog tbe trip, acd I
am thaokful no accldeut occurrea Lo
mar the twul; we are all home sgaly
gale and sound,??

Mapager Whitney, who has had
charge «f the business sflairs of the
c¢borur, 18 higbly pleneed wilth the
financsal result of the tour. **We started
cut frum bere with a uelicleucy of a
Iitt)e over twp thoutand dollare. £ am
unable 10 say belors balapcing up my
acoounie what Ltbe exuol figures are,
but our receipta from the eight con-
certs were n little over [our thousand
doliars. Our expenses were jn tbe
peigbbortood of two Lnonsand dollare,
a0 thal we bave just about cleaued up
our Jdeficiency.

‘*The great tronble ia thal we came
away jusl as people wWele becoming in-
tervstod und bad we remained another
week In dun Franpcisce we conld have
had packed houwes every night,
As It {8, we were offered =&
gusarsntee of fliteen bundied doliars
u nlght for pext Baturday aud Buus-
dey if we would relurn for those Lwo
uaye. 'The ofter cume from the muo-
agemsot of the Columbin theater, and

cohgeris

is & good indldatiodi of our standigg in

Sap Francisco, The work of the cboir
has, according to President Tanner of
the Californja miesior, allayed very
mucb of the uwvressonable prejudice
which had beretofore existed on Lbe
Pacific cosst agajnst the Church, and
the good done In this way is almost
incalculable. We went to Californis
on & pleasure trip, oot an a Apancial
vanlure, Our aim was to try and pay
our expenses, which we have, as pear
ae § cun sée now witboot the actmal
results in fignres before me,*’

MORMONS IN CALIFORNIA.

(o Bunday last Elder Heber J.
(3rant addressed a oongregation in Bac
Franciscr, and the Chrooicle of Lthat
city next moroing gave the following
report of the meeling.

A glimpee of the solemaity, Lthe earn-
estnuse which characturizes the services
beld in the great Mormon Temple at
Balt Lake City wae given yesterdsy Lo
tme vasl coucouree which attended the
gervices of the Chur¢h of Jeeus Christ
of the Latter-day Baints al Metropaii-
tan hall. Altbough the visitivg mem-
bersu! the greal choir number bul one-
third o! tbose who take part in [he
home cer vicer, the eflecl and the work
was 80 far abuve anything ever heard
in Ban Francieco that it wae a revela-
tlon in praise service,

The openiug chorus was the Hoeanna
writteu for and sung at the dedication
of the Mormon Temple, Which has cost
millionsof dollarsand was forty years
it course of eonstruction,

With outsiretcbhed hands, Josenh
Shepherd, who with Heury 8, Tanner
represents the Murmon micelon on this
goast, oflered the moroing prayer, and
instend of using the ueusl form said,
*Jpin with me in callioe upon the
Loru.* The ohoir saug, Hark, Hark,
My Boul,

Apostie Heber J. Grant, who
reacued here yesterdsy irom Salt
Lake, was then introduced apd ssid:
“In sending misslonaries into the
world weo have vo desite tther than
tbe salvation of mankiad; wmo yesire
but that the world may Enow and un-
derstand whal we beljeve, and judge
us notby the repulation given ua by an
unkbowiug public, but hy our own
doctrine, vur lives aoit oar wora, ‘The
iree should be kKnown by the fruit it
yislde, We wish to promuligate the
plan of llfe and salvatlon ae we ugder-
staod 1.7’

Afer assumiog Lhat the majority of
listeners vellevea tn God apd Jesus
Corist ae the Bavior of mapking, Etder
(#runl fead the articles of 1ailn of the
Mormon Church, He apalyzed them
as he read and explaiued tpat while
the Mormons belfeved in (dod, Jesus
Chrlet uud the Holy Ghoest, they ald
not beliave that all three were one.

Heo cuontinued: ““We believe God to
be a person baviog parte, body and
pesiions a8 the man of today,”” und o
support of the asertion quoted from
tiret Hebrewe, which tells of masn
being created {u the image of God, He
recounted that the Murmon coreed
teaches utonemeottbrough (orist, but
Joes not conflne its work to the living
abu thore wbho bave hesrd the Jospel,

Hepaid: ¢“Nearly all the work done
in our great Tempiv is for the atone.
meot of the couutiess souls who nave
died withsut even henriug ot the Gos-
pel, Weoialm that when Christ arcas



