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The leaders of the PeoplesPeople's party
claimed that ththerere had been frauds
perpetratedper by the Liberal party
sufficient to bring about this result
both in the matter of registration
and at the polls

FAIRNESS AIMED AT

IItt is a noticeable fact that notnot-not-
withstanding

not-
withstanding

not-
withstandingwithstanding these charges of fraud
no action has been brought to test
the legality of the election otof any
officer either as to the manner of
registration or as to illegal voting
at the polls or as to the canvass of
the returns Nor has any specific

1 charge of fraud ever been brought to
the knowledge of this Commission
but only general charges made
through the party newspapers or by
individual members of the PeoplesPeople's
party wholly unsupported by proof

The Commission has no informa-
tion

informa-
tion

informa-
tiontion of anything like fraud being
imputed in any case to the CommisCommis-Commis-
sion

Commis-
sion

Commis-
sionsion but only to its agents in the
persons of the registrars and judges
of election appointed by it

The Commission deem it justjust to
itself to state that it has studiously
endeavored in all instances to ap-apap-
point

ap-
point

apap-
pointpoint the very best men to be propro-pro-
cured

pro-
cured

propro-
curedcured who will accept the positions
selecting in each instance discreet
sober honest mindedfair-minded men asas-

tt free from partisan influence and
bias as practicable and has Invari-
ably

invari-
ablyablyatly urged upon them to do equal
and exact justice to00 all citizens of
the Territory without reference to
creed or religion and where an
abuse of power by those appointed
as registrars or judges has been
brought to the knowledge of the
Commission it has not hesitated in
its action but has promptly removed
such personspersona from office

This however we are gratified to
say has occurred in but few in-inin-
stances

In-
stances

inin-
stancesstances and the Commission takes
great ppleasure in bearing witness to
the fidelity and efficiency with
which the majority of its appointees
have discharged their difficult
duties and to the uniform tl

I of the elections throughout the TerTer-Ter-
ritory

Ter-
ritory

Ter-
ritory

The complaint most frequently
made to the Commission is that the
registration of Salt Lake City and of
OgOgdenen contain each a large numnum-num-
ber

num-
ber

num-
berber of names of persons who cannot
be found on inquiry and search and
that they are kept there by the regisregis-regis-
tration

regis-
tration

regis-
tration officers to enable the Liberal
party to hahaveve the names repre-
sented

repre-
sentedsanted by personspersona who are not legal
voters

It has not been brought to the
t knowknowledgeledge of the Commission in anyRnyany-

wayway that this fraud has been perper-per-
petrated

per-
petrated

per-
petrated in a single instance but in

0

order to satisfy the seeming fears of
K members of theleading PeoplesPeople'st t party the Commission proceeded to
t Ogden prior to the last election and

held a conference with the registrars
5 andCommissionJudges of election appointed byby-

i

by-

ll thehe Commission in the presence ofof-

a
of-

a1 Ra number of thethe leaders and official
representatives of the PeoplesPeople's
party and agreed upon rules for the-

r
the

Tr conduct of the approaching election
E which were satisfactory to both

parties and the Commission has
since heard no complaint in regard
to the fairness of that election and

C

does not believe that the frauds an-anan-
ticipated

an-
ticipated

anan-
ticipated therein or those charged
lUin the former elections were at-atat-
tempted

at-
tempted

atat-
temptedtempted to be practiced

BAD STATUTES

The whole trouble in regard to the
of the registration lists

complained of is owing to the lawsJawslaws-
in

laws-
inin regard to registration and elecelec-Ielec-Ielec-
tions

elec-
tions enacted by the Territorial
Legislature which is the creature of
and dominated by ththe PeoplesPeople's or
Mormon party and those laws must
be amended before aanyang right otof

will exist
AAlll registered voters have been re-rere-

quired
re-

quired
rere-

quired to take the oath prescribedbed
by law before being registered and
these oaths are filed in the office of
the Probate Court of the respective
counties

In making the revision of the
registration lists the registrar is re-rere-
quired

re-
quired

rere-
quired to make careful inquiry if
any person whose name is on his
list has died or removed from the
precinct or is otherwise disqualified
as a voter of such precinct and if soso-
to

so-
to

so-
toto erase his name ComCom-Com-
piled

Com-
piled

Com-
piledpiled laws of Utah Voll page
Sec

It will be seen from this that he
can only erase names while revisrevis-revis-
ing

revis-
ing

revis-
inging the lists when he has satisfactory

I information that the registered
voter has died or removed from the
precinct or is otherwise disqualified
as a voter The simple fact that
he does not find him is not suffi-
cient

suffi-
cient

suffi-
cient

After the revision it is provided
that the lists be posted for fifteen
days and for hearing objections to
theregisteredright to vote of any person regisregis-

until sunset of the fifth day
preceding the election but this is
restricted by a somewhat remremarkremark-
able

rk-rk
able provision of the statute as fol-folfol-

lows
fol-

lows
folfol-

lowslows
Said objections shall be made by a

qualified voter in writing delivered to
the said justice under the Edmunds
law the registrar acts instead of the
justice as mentioned in the Territorial
act who shall issue a written notice to
the person objected to stating the
place day and hournour when the objec-
tion

objec-
tiontion will bo heard TheTh person making
the objection shall serve or cause to be
served said notice upon the person ob-obob-
jected

ob-

jected
obob-

jected to and shall alsoaUlO make returns of
suchBUCh service to the justice before whom
the objection shall be heard Compiled
Laws Utah Sec

There is no other provision in theMinglaw for purpurginging the registration lists
and it is Impossible to serve the
notice required if the person ob-obob-
jected

ob-

jected
obob-

jected to has died removed or is ab-abab-
sent

ab-
sent

abab-
sentsent and cannot be found and if it
be a fact as alleged that many
names of votersnon-voters are upon the
lists it is the fault of the law and
not ofaf the registrars and the lawJaw
should be amended

COURSE OF THEE COMMISSION

When the Commission was first
organized it was a matter of grave
consideration with the able men
then composing it headed by that
wise and safe counselor Governorex-Governore-xAlexander Ramsey as chairman asas-
to

as-
to

as-
toto the proper policy to be pursued
in discharging the very responsible
as wellwen as delicate trust committed
to its direction

After mature thought and de-dedelde-
l

de-

liberation
dede-

liberation
l

lliberation it was unanimously concon-con-

sidered
con-

sidered by the Commission that i

under the Act of Congress ert l-

ishinglishing it the duty of theCsio-nslonsion was to so shape Itsit policy and
the aadministration of the aftaffairs
commItted to itit as to be in harmony J

with the spirit of the lawsJaws of ConCODC-on 1
the principal and perper-p-er

per--

hape
1

hags sole object in view in its creaeres-crea-
tion

crea-
tion of polygamy J4tion to be the extinction
andand the stamping out as far as posPoepoepoe-pos-

siblesible of all polygamous influences
and tendencies A

How best to accomplish this wasa1181

ggraveave question and was approached J

wIth some hesitation and much
serious thought but as subsequent
events have shown was determined
wisely

The Act of Congress of March 2222
1882 commonly known as the Ed
munds Law cut off polygamists
bigamists and those who
thereafter be convicted of kindred
offenses from exercising the right
of suffrage and from the privilege
of holding office in the Territory
and it became the duty of the ComCom-Com-
mission

Com-
mission

Com-
missionmission to exclude all such persons
from participating in the elections

The Commission did notno however0
consider this to be the sole object Ofof

the law but that it was also intended
to make those offenses which were
practiced by the MormonMonnon people toinin-

direct law anddirect violation of the
which were under the ban of civilicivili-civili-
zation

civili-
zation everywhere odious

In order to accomplish thisu andaDd
Mormonto thoroughly convince the

people of its earnestness of purposeP pose
the ideaand to impress them with

through itsitathat the government
organized agencies meant that po-popo-
lygamy andshould bebe punished
eradicated and its sovereignsov ign power jj-

inin the enactment sof-'sof WBs for the
punishmentlent ofcrimesuppression and punish

should be and obeyed byby-

all
respected andaudjurisdictionall people within its adopted thelimits the Commission

rule of apappointinginting registrar w
I

tbthethe-

or
fromnonMormonor

ever practIcable
element Of the popu-

lation to be mm-

in
themlation

in with
g

the jOto-ADto j
harmony provitheout and enforcecarry of the II-

ther
of the law than members

ofthe matter jand inother party
election the laWofJudges wher-

ever
three persons it

be
appointed
found twotwo out eteft 1ever they could oneele-eleele-

ment
MnonMormonnonthethe three from none but 1

ment In many precinctspreci
found and In

Mormons were to be Jappointedappoint
such places Mormons were

8had repa- yTheThey have thus and eentireUre
upon all election boards
control Of some hail

This policy of the CommissionCom
been steadily pursued

believed
to the

with
pPieth the

time and it is ew lmost satisfactory result theythey-tl-tlooff heby the steady increase
a oMormon vote and byaby districts ofremoteexcept in someBome those o need 1open ofthe open practice or
which they e law 1

pfPIfor the suppression
was enacted theseeee dNotwithstanding Dot met thethe-
thisthIs lineUne of policy has

of tbthe nonDon
j

unanimous approval has reWhich hasonelementMormon Co on to
peat urged tho CorstringeDi-

on
regur

the adoption of more


