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[ STUDY OF THE
KISSING BERR.
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mo Mistletoe Has Beon Regarded
Wil Veneration for Ages and
gener~tons Gone Have Kissed
Under its Boughs

mistletoe bough! How many

oh! the : "
v the legends and fables that cluster
e How often have we heard of

" "lii

\ prulds and their anclent ceremo-
™ Tand how little do we remember
”‘ fotalls! ‘

“cur'.v narts of the ceremonies are

Lest left undescribed, but the
¢ account, as given by Pliny,
ntly minute and not uninter-

rerha ps
' '

ol
3 gufich
Ung
',.,4 firulds held nothing more sa
{ than the mistletoe and the tree

.-J.' Q‘, s it, supposing always that
e to be the robur,” according to
;1 wistletoe, however, i8 but

rely g. ind upon the robur, and when
J i« gathered with rites replete
th rellgious awe, . Having
1 |l«'|lf|ll(!i"!l for the =ac-
nd o banguet beneath the trees,
ng hither two white bulls, the
{ which are bound then for the
(Clad in a white robe, the
‘ ¢nds the tree and cuts th
with a golden sickle, which
¢d by others In & white cloak
nen immolate the victims, offer-
up thelr prayers that God will ren
(his gift of his propitious to those
7'\.‘{. m He has go granted 1"
u[: was also supposed to be the em-
wdiment ©f lghining, probably be
vranches are forked, and was
requently, in times far later than those
"7 ihe Drulds, planted near homesteads
s srotect them from fire. 8o precious,
teed gacred, were the oak and the
m-hz considered to be, that dire-
tl calamities are desceribed by several
writers 08 overtaking those who reck-
destroyed them,
that quaint old book, Evelyn's
(dated 1679), there is a charm-
ing tale which deserves to be quoted
ot full length. He writes that " I am
wid of the digasters which hapen'd te
o two Men who (not long since) fell'd
5“(\,,11“. Oak near Croydon, upon which
noh of Misselto grew, which they
id: The one losing soon after his Eve,
the other breaking his Leg, as If the
adryads had reveng'd the Indig-

quse th

n. agaln, another authorlty, “Au.
iral History and Antiquitis
informs us that: “To cut
unfortunate, There was at
ne ook that had mistletoc
or tree, which was felled about
ome persons cut this mistletoe
apothecaries In London, and
a quantity for ten shillings
and left only one branch re-
for more to sprout out, One
! ¢ shortly after; soon after each
{ the others lost an eye, and he that
telled the tree, though warned of these
v imes of the other men, would
anding, adventure to do It,
rtly afterward broke his leg; as
madryads had resolved to take
y ample revenge for the Injury done
1 their venerable and sacred oak."
This s a digression. Let us off to
te woods again, and gtudy our mistle-
1, We find that there are different
wristles of it; some pendent, some
abit: some with narrow, oth-
wider Jeaves, An Instance has
known of two varletles, one up-
t, the other drooping in bhabit, be.
nd on the same part of the same
,and the effect was most pe-

There 1s a tragle legend about our
iant, a Teutonle myth which tells how
Bulder, & demi-god, was almost per-
fwt, In learning and all virtues, being
wdeed 50 pure that no unclean thing
Y8 allowed to come into his presence,
His mother, Freya, hearing that it was
pophesied that he should die, made all
inge on earth, such as fire, water,
dasts, metals, trees and sickness, vow
Mt they would not injure her son.
Beoming thus apparently invulnerable,
the objeot of envy with all his
rarfes, one of whom, the
ked Lote, grudging him his exemp-
n, kscertalned by subtlety that no
"W hud been taken from the mistle-
W, since that plant grew on other
2 and not upon the earth, and was,
mregver, too slender and young o
‘e an oath, Therefore the wicked
418 almed at Balder a dart made of
d w wood and slew him, to the
et grief of Freya, who In her de-
fAlr requested his delivery from Ha-
. Her petition was granted on con-
Gitn that everything on earth would
fent to it, Everything on earth did
Ment, with the exception of one old
¥man, who was supposed to have been
We In dlsguise,”
From Balder to Pliny seems a start-
¢ transition, but the latter author
Misomething to tell us about our plant
B decidedly tinged with fable that his
f:m! the proper place to recount it.
U writer has been discoursing about
M box-tree, and declares that “on the
i Bide 1t produces mistletoe; on the
ey hyphear.,” Hyphear, be It under-
a0 be consldered as a some-
“\ Emllar parasite,
‘i'“ Tegards the mistletoe, Pliny has
‘_“ Yet more astonishing statements
'L\-;;nll‘"‘ In the course of his obgerva-
» pon It he remarks that “that
s !W“"‘- 8 upon trees which lose their
U o s
WD eyer « R ' A= ' ('\. grows
Mvee, 1n ﬁ\\h o always retains its
N beer | atever way the seed may
Wythin 1 BOWR, It will never come to
bwed lL -l»r‘lhiss It has been first swal-
Wiictlary. and L, (yood-pigeon more
% n Arly, and the thrush; such being
,,&.“1‘:“; Of the plant that It will not
% i inything unless the seed is
» Pened In the crop of the bird,”
itter notion, that birds are often
B the mee 1l]i!lwm"“ and propagat-
woggh. 1, 18 no doubt correct
h UL of course, their Interven-
s kh"“ rr'wana absolutely Indis-
Wiy g, u“ , i""wm whose garden con-
‘ble tree can prove for him-

- ther hard on these "smale
thege gqr '] read the next instant that
My rn: berrles on which they feed
1ty en, # it matter to make lme
iy A'fj-.l‘ and catch birds withall.”
g of ¢ 'I-"_\nl in the medicinal vir-
l'l'H“' iruits, which, he said, were
= “H‘.- .:,‘S“m" taln ‘pvlmn: while
» 0 OuRh mentioning the glut-
s f-'?'-nf ter of the prt-parn(!nn.xad'h
Borte ‘-«\Il.unh been most crediblie re-
Moy cr -\‘1 ’.‘, me, that a fewe of the ber-
2 ‘l~!--ltm~ brused and strained

"¢ and drunken, hath presently

A 507 (b v
prihwith rid w grievous and sore

Riteh

. .
1.7:?,, —_— fahle, projected by Hama-
LY 5." “imed by ohirurgeons, used
h‘y"”‘ﬂ'm-the mistletoe bough

B g hgyt, L TPOTANE a8 It might seem
fe, e i“ztanrn. Its history stretches
g g gypns o @04 18 Jost In obscurity.
Madle ’"‘""- quaint plant, and as we
s x‘ to-day, hanging it up per-
o hn & similar manner, but with
ey o flénificance to that with
o Ur remote ancegtors handled it,
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=<~ CHRISTMAS DAY WITH OUR SOLDIER BOYS FAR AWAY.

—

They Will Have Plenty to Eat, an Abundance of Cheer, and ULoce tam Will Provide a Christmas Tree for the Presents,

A soldier's Christions 1« 1

not at ally supplies that he was enticded to
what the civillan pictures it The ery of

1 think most people feel a little sorry | bread” d
for soldiérs and sallors, and wanderers | da ly bre
In  general, when Christmas  comes | more plentiful. The ratio mprises

i not apply to the army

vd I8 surer than manna and

around, They Imagine them us having | meat, salt and fresh, fresh veged

a it of doleful dumps and belng very | flour, coffes

unhappy—all because they have no fire- | beans

side of thelr own. It 1s well meaning, 1 ttjes of

no doubt, this sympathy, but dreadfully | these

tol

V8

moeco, riee, ho
bean fAne

them, No soldler
things, #0 the Government ve

migtaken, For the roving heart there | kindly steps in and buys back the

I8 nothing ke a Christmas on the | nants

march, source
At least five days before the night | such a ri
when the Christ-child was born, eich | The fun

its gift, This Is the lowl
{ the company fund, which

ng of hospitaiity in its nams

t be used for the ber

pust on the land Is full of & =uppressed | of the company, and usually 1t gos

excitement, as though charged with | table
electricity, so that even the uninitiated | Most
would know that something new was | shape
on the tapls this

dell

cacies or for the barra
it goes on the table in

jellles, frult and milk. From
come all the extra daintics

The beauty of the goldier's Christmas | for the Christmas dinner

I8 that he does everything himself. He |

gathers all the greens that decorate the |  Fortunately enough, most soldi
table and the messroom, He scours the | have the

hills around the post, if it happens to | ther

be a country where the red berries | Christian

that

gleam, for bushes c¢rimson with holly. | from
A soldier cook prepares the dinner, sol
diers serve it and garnish the table. No

for the feast, He is the fairy godfather | is mu

tials, and this {s the way he does it:
There Is in each company & mysterious | shine
savings bank called the company fund

[ year. 'The Government furnishes to' guard

ot wonder that curlous legends
Rl have gathered around it.

each roldier a dally ration, and this ra- | Usually
tion I8 planned on huge proportions. | declared to

rangle of
ered o
wonder they enjoy the spread climate

In reality, Uncle Sam stands sponsor | burracks the scet
h the same, whether the mess.
who indirectly supplies the substan- | room {8 warmed by huge, roaring
or by slanting shafts of Oriental sun-

but ineide ‘the tall b
e on Christmas

A HAPPY DAY

game {deas of Christmas, and
Is little to distingulsh the gri
festival in the Philippines
in Arizona. The big qua

the parade may be snow

not—it 18 a4 mere question o
| etling

To begin with, the day is one of the
I say mysterious, but it s only & mys- | hlg annual holidays at a military post,
tery to the outslder. To the soldier it | and soldlers dearly Jove holldays, hav-
I8 a8 clear as duylight. The company | Ing nes

r really outgrown thelr schools
fund 18 composed of the savings of the | boy day |

Everything except necess

futy is suspended on that day.
wo or three days preceding a
be holidays or half<holidays

The man on whose appetite the ration | 1o facilitate preparations

was based must have been a glant, for | At the

go far no hungry enlisted man has ever
been able to consume in one day all the ' comy

1

posts on what uged to be called
the frontier a hunting party from ¢
is organized a week Dbef

"Glve us this day our dally

pine

Christmas, They go on the principle
that A Christmas dinner much
better worth the eating i ptured
vourself, and 1 guess . Tl
¢ pari go off It e moun
melims al & O nee N two
day ride from the po | }
camp, Usurlly they « den
b | Helope wild vild
[ 4 i nd som ) |
1 ght of
t vl 1'her L 1 (
i ¢ and clatteris | L ¢
ground
« 1 ] h ] nd
f ned with the parda I
1sed to, Th cesssful huy yery
proud, buat lll-iuck does not heing
sent dinneriess 1o bed, no meal
fit for 4 vegetarian tolloy nutter
course, The army st
and the fruits of the B impat
ally divided. 1f thers ) b
but one hear, the steak I and
haunchs are divided alter lomon's
5 { old-fashioned plan, that has yet
) be Improved upon,
Tl wild game Is alwayvs supplemen
ed by other meats. Roasted crab, hiss
favorite and ther

ing in the bowl, Is a
i turkey, witl

mas would be a fraud
mothered In cranberry sa
rmy soldier may dine entirely on the
bird that shares honors with the eagle

iIf he likes,
Most of the army

plished In their art
ta

officers take an earl
the men. This alwa
of hash in which on

component, a pint
| good bread, for the
prime baker

10Ul

COOKRE ¢

viiich Christ

The turkey Is

I and the

re aecHome

They know the

soldl

stem of thelr comrades, and often the

y breakfast with
ys means a plate
jong are the chief
cup of coffee and

' CQUK IS &

THE DINNER
But, to return to the Christmas din- |

portant, The officers r fami

lleg inspect the tables, informally, after And let me th
théy are apread and the soldier cats un- ‘ And let me t}
til he ¢an eat no more |

In
gan

these

 ner, which §s served at high woon, at ¢ gorging
in hour when aristoeratie ;tomach | l o
satisfled wit ek B n ila i
i breakfast n the ki ¢ !
loel: on Chr 8 mor m '
g not lacking at 1} and e Lt « I
dier 18 A ilant U I It ¥
tables are long and 1} { sut !
tial on which the Christma
gpread It s ed witl
oth, not particu y !
fine quality, but nt t
fresh to 'j., 1 0
1| Th i} \
! witt ! d feut
! pu b You n
ardhr y | { Ly 1
tnd BR ] Hi (01
wants to } | the ensemble I
from the g 1 '\ getabli p to ! 5
the turl anbert LA n th thelr i}
place of | One 1} nu 0 f Chr
g ining tabl it int case It I8
literally tr Che
I' tabl fairly ¢ th ¢ st | 8 nt
that 2 m \ the ~ i 8 Wit K1
plenty of meat and the tur thing. 1
variably buacked W1 A | ed ma
ties of meat There are Lh Ea mas nigt
I ind the cloged by a trjo | BIOWINE
{ Indigestibles n ple, plum pud I
ding and frujt cal ne of which | LI
i ficient to bring down an ordinary | VB
man, but not J: the soldier, who ha l"j_ e INW
the digestin that exercise and plaln on Christmas
fare alone « rive, 'This is the make homesickn
up of the Chrigtmas feast I'he ¢h 3 )
of detall from year to Year are unipm- | hearts

anid thei

thé morning they usually lmw’

' and races,
are held in

For obvious reasons Why, then, let a soldle

the morning, for who I

would feel like Indulging In them af-

that

canakl

C.

Q

N v

ng

Santa

Claus Makes

His Annual

sCagea’t s

Journey

Around

the World.

o Tl s iy

R, ;

L e d T

¥
o T Tl L0 sl

A

in

n clink,
e canakin clink
A soldier's & man

8§ but a gpan;

r drink.

ces are particularly
climblng a Rgreast
eased pig and playing
snap ! vhip,” wher
n{ Inte space
| ly s#heds his
i \
]
P + ) =
| 1 na Lase
ite pust t th
festival
'
i I
da
Mr, in i
rite
tit § e d
o v four
tters as ut ordinary
f BN A st wit)
fe) that
it 1ot
mu the en-
xcha his Christ
fty around ¢
rie { shad
i the Ideal
his own firesld
men are a gay lot
) I no glovm
slight fumes o

)

Lney
thelr

clink;

RUSSELL.

LEGENDS CLUSTER

e AROUND THE YOLE

The Revels of Christmas as They
Were Enjoyed by Our Ancestors
in (ke Merry Days of Loag Ago,

our joyiu Least,
! vith 1 ived |8 drest,
Bhi imneys smo ',{»l'
And n mas block ¢ burning
they with bak't meats
K
Ar Lhelr sg § turning.
{ Christmas, con
i’ 1 popish and
I nturies been
that It may prove of ine
t ) | th remonies
ind guaint bhellefs of forelg nds with
th r=of Ameriea
Many curfous customs have become
| completely solete and live only in
1 lition, but It is surprizing to find
ingular superstitions still exist
ng Creaulous ci # even In the

igh the ninetecnth century

1u ti Holy Land at this season the
{ greatest interest (8 naturally

h of the Nativity at Bethle.

>

the Chure

|} \ ted on the supposed location
| here ( st was hort It is 84 | to be
| oldest Christian church in exist«

having been bullt more than fif-
{ uries ago by the Empress Hel-
) na, mother of Constantine Repalrs
| were made later by Edward IV. of
l England: but it & now again fast fall-
Ing to decay. The roof was originally
\ omposed of cedar of Lebanon and the
were studded with precious jew-
|
|

) ile numerous lamps of silver and
Id were suspended from the rafters.
"he Greeks, Latins and Armenians now
laim joint possession of the structure
ind  Jealously guard its eacred pre-
incts

Immediately beneath the nave of the
athedral 18 a commodious marble
hamber, constructed over the spot
vhere the far-famed stable was said
to have stood and reached by a flight
f #tone steps, worn smooth by the
tread and Kisses of multitudes of wor-
shippers, The manger 18 represented
by & marble slab a couple of feet in
helght, decorated with tinsel and blue
satin and marked at the head with a
ed star, bearing above it the in-
tion in Latin, “"Here was Jesus
born of the Virgin Mary."” At

oot are several altars, on which
| incense Is ever Kept burning and from
which mass is conducted, while a score
| hanging lamps shed a fitful light
over the apartment

Many theorles have been advanced as
) the explanation of the mysterious
‘star in the east” which guided the
vondering shepherds, but it I8 now
| thought to have bheen Venus at the
| helght of Its splendor.
| The early Christians decorated their
| churches with evergreens out of respect
| to the passage of Scripture in Isalah—
l “The glory of Lebanon shall come unto

thee; the fir tree, the pine tree and the
box together to beautify the place of
my sanctuary'’—and the pagans be-
lleved them to be omens of good, as the
gpirits of the woods remained in thelr
branches,

Holly is known In Germany and Scans
dinavia as "Christ's thorn,” and is em«
blematie everywhere of cheerfulness,
forgiveness, “peace on earth and geod
will to men.”

The ouk mistletoe or “missel” was
held In high veneration by the ancient
Drulds, who, regarding its parasitic
character as a miracle and a symbol

Immortality, worshipped It In their

mples, and used {t as a panacea for
the physical allments of their follow-
org.  When the moon was six days old
It was ceremoniously cut with a golden
kle by the chief priest of the order
! ived with care into the spotiess
robes of the company, for if it fell. to
1 tholy ground [ts virtues wete con-
gldered lost,

Then, crowned with oak leaves and
singing songs of thanksgiving, they
bore the branches In soleman procession
to the altars, where two white oxen
were sacrificed 1o the gods.

The custom of “kKissing under the
mistietoe” dates back to the days of
Scandinavian mythology, when the god
of darkness shot his rival, the immor-
tal o of the North, with an arrow
made from Its boughs., But the sup-
posed victim being miraculously re-
ftored to life, the mistletoe was given
into the keeping of the goddess of af-
fection as a symbol of love and not
| of death, to those who passed beneath
it. A berry was required to be picked
with every kizs and presented to the

a sign of good fortune, the
asing when all the berries
red
England” Christmas was

the chief event of the eéntlre year, and

was sometimes celebrated for nearly a
! month, The tables of the wealthy lit-

erally groaned with plenty, but the

vithout thelr gates were not for-
), for—

|

4

’ "nr
e ur

Old Christmas had come for to keep

| He'd scorn to be guilty of starving s
| House,

That remarkable compound known as
“"wassall" was composed of warm ale
or wine, sweetened with sugar and fla-

! and bearing upon its
of toast and roast-
od crabs and apples. The huge bowl,
| gally d rated  with ribbons, was
pasged from hand to hand around the
table, each guest taking a portion of
its contents, as & sign of Joviality and
good-fellowship,

But the triumph of the pastry cook's
t “Lhe rare minced pie,” the use
jeh I8 of great antiqulity., The
was formerly a long, narrow
coresenting the celebrated man-

[iethlehem and the fruits and

{ which it was corposed were
wolie of those that the wise men
1w Orient brought as offerings to
new-born King, while to partake

such a pie was considered & proof
that the eater was a Christian and not
a Jew,
| Candles were first used to demons
slrate the power of Christianity over
the darkness of paganism and were
sometimes arranged in triangular form
to aymbolize the Trinity.

Christmas carolg are commemorative
of the angels’ song to the ghepherds on
the plains of Bethlehem and are seldom
heard in America, save by the surpliced
choirs of Episcopal churches The
English “waits,” or eerenaders, who
gang under the squires’ windows in
hopes of receiving a "“Christmas box,"”
unconscionsly add a touch of romance
and picturesqueness to the atsocintions
of the season, For upon the [(rosty
evening ah » such strains as—

Awake! glad heart! arise and singl

It is the birthday of thy King.

Or—

God rest you, merry gentlemen!

Let nothing you dismay,

For Jesus Christ, our Savior,

SRR v AT < S
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Was born upon this day.
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