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OF TILETHE

KISSING BERRY

fhIEe
has BonHeen Ile

1With forfOI Ages and
Uno Kissed

Under its Bought

the bbought HowIrow many
ohmOhl

the le cluster
itire ow
road It How oftenotten have wo heard ot

Druids and their
the
ruess endand hoW little do wu remember

d thetho d l

parts otof the ceremonies RIOaregams
best but the3 Plinyas given by

f

uIt
minute and not

Druids held nothing more saaa

td than tho and the tree
It pearalr It supposing ul ways thatthat-

toto be thetho robur according to
The however leIs but

saly
eat

found upon thetho robur and when

and tsIs gathered with rites replete
rith religious awenwe having

all duodue preparation fortor tho sagac
cedecade

i and na banquet beneath the trees
1

bring hither two white bulls thetho
theybc

of which arearc bound thethenII fortor the
toms

time Clad In a white robe thethe-

a
Celt

nuta
loe
ascends

II
athe

goldengoldentreO sicklesickle
culswhichwhich

the

bby others In a whitewhile cloak
hey
If

then Immolate the victims offer

Lf UP their prayers that God will rendren
thIS gift of hie to those

Iw hum lieHe has so granted It

It sae also supposed to be the em
otof lightning probably be

noseaue the branches are forked and was
In times tarfar later than those

d Druids planplantedled near homesteads
u10 protect themtheir tramfrom fire So precious

thetho oak and the
ininkedled 6sacredcred were

tI loe considered to be that dire
im calamities are descrIbed by
raters seas overtaking those who reekreck

s1 destroyed them
In that quaint old book Evelyns

ErJa dated 16791619 there Is a11 charm
bI1 tale which deserves to bobe quoquotedledled-

IalI toillull length lie writes that Ihamham-
d

nm

edd otof the disasters which to
tN two MenIm who notIonnot long since felled
a Oak near Croydon upon which
I Drenchbranch otof growgrew which they
amidld TheTho one losing soonlIoon afteratter his Eye
tth other breaking his Leg nsas ItIf the

had thetho

Then agaIn another authority Au
Natural history and Antiquities

IIcf SurreySUrte Informs us that To cut
abood Is unfortunate ThereThoro wasas at

one oakoal that had mistletoe
timbera tree which was felled about
1111 SomeSomo persons cut thIs mIstletoe

some apothecaries In London and
them nII quantity fortor ttenn shillingsshilling

cath time and left only one branch reore
for more to sprout out One

1froJ lame shortly after soonlIoon after each
d the others lost nnan eye and he that
I ed the treetre though warned ofat these

ofat the other men would
adventure to do ItIt-

iiInd shortly afterward brokebroko his legles asas-

U

as-

IUI the HamadryadII had resolved to take
uan ample fortor thetho Injury done
u their venerable and sacred oak

This Is a digression LotLet us oftoff toto-
I

to-

hIhI woods again and study our
r WeIe find that therethero are different

otof It some pendent some
meterect In habit some with narrow othoth-
enen with wider leaves An instance hashns
1kiss0 knownknon otof two varieties oneona up

the other drooping In habit blbe
tr found on the samesamo part of the sameBame
Conch and the effect was most pe

There Is a tragic legend about our
a Teutonic myth which tells how

Solderr a was almost per
ht In learning andond aUall virtues being
r deeded so0 purepuro that no unclean thinG
lIU allowed to come Into his presence
H mother Freyn hearing that It wuwas
D that ho should die trademado all
nap on earthcarth suchlIuch allas fire water
traits metals trees and sIckness VOW

utmeal they would not Injure her son
thullathus apparently invulnerable

lII was ththe object ofat envy with all his
one otat whom the

wicked LoteLete grudging him his
ascertained by sUbtlety that no

nr had been taken from thetho
ue since that plant grewraw on other
lies and not upon the earth and waswa

never too slender and youngoung toto-
eekee seaan oath Therefore the wicked

AteIe aimed at na dart made otof
wood and slew him to thethe-

rulmatrul grief otof FreynFreya whoho In her de
requested his delivery from IIaHa
tierher petition wasWIlS granted allon eoncan
that everything on earth would

meat to It Everything on earth did
meat with thetho exception otof one oldod

who was supposed to have been
lateIe In disguise

From baldernalder to Pliny seems a start
transition but the latter authorios11 to tell us about our plant

tinged with tablefable that his
sears the proper place to recount It

has been discoursing about
e tree and declares that on the

rani sideI o It produces mistletoe on thethotho-

r bo It underroj la
Is

to bobe sa n sometat Isimilar parasite
I rre the mistletoe Pliny hns

to
m oro statements

e Inn thetho course otof hislieu
hI

upon It hohe remarks that that
upon trees whIch lose theIrlosesbur loas ItsIts 1 aver ns whileer

toIt uthee otherther hand that whicht grows
tD evergreens always retains UsIts

Inn whwhateverteer way the seedUyare maybetbeenn FOsewnn It will nevernover comocome to
unless It has beenlIcen

ceM blbyY birds the more
t Y and the thrush sUch beIngnat

e 10
r plant that It will notng unless tho seed IsrI In tho rop oC tho birdTh notionl that birds are

11fie r notion that birds arc of ten
hl

means
lee

orof dispersIng and
seedaced Is no doubt correctrb ut of course theirii II b no means

aleappleu tr whose cona himp 0 treoa can tor him

J

11t

Jes
ohmsI m

tS raratherth tr hard on these maleto0 read thetho next Instant that
CIt

Iame
emit on which they teed

qfiGto most fit matter to malte limolimee n rap and catch birds
e

ot
In the medIcInal vir

which ho saidCt werere
0 0 against allrude polson while

ttaus1 th
though mentioning theIho glutsglut

1 It
erector

hathci r
been
otof thetho preparation adds

most revreo

ot Mio mItt ot tire berbert-

iel
A rained

tiel too andoilsollett andnd drunken hathd fOOrt presently
with rid a11 and soreBore

Iin tablefable proJected by llama
u decora-tionute med by usedde the mistletoeCO mistletoe bough

hUI
Un osas Itft might seem

tar Its history
c and isII lost In obscurity

quaint and as we
bite I preIt UP per
hf other

I IIa similar manner but withwith
t remote to ththa t with

I do4
ourr remote ancestors It

Wonder curiousad havetave aroundIahgatheredred Around It

Ci

N CHRISTMAS DAY WITH OUR SOLDIER BOYS AWAY Ht
t

They vill HaveIlave Plenty to Eatgat an Abundance of and Laces ale WillVIII Provi e na Tree for the Presents
A soldiers Christmas lISis not at all

What the civilian pictures It
I think moat people feelCeel na sorry r

fortor soldiers and snsailorslors and wanderersw
In general when comes
around TheyThoy insAIm them us havinG
IIa fitdt otof doleful dumps and being very

because thoy hahave nnb firefire-
sideside ofat theIr owls It IiId wellWeil meaningmennIng
no doubt this sympathy but dreadfully

tho roving heart thore
Is nothing like aL on thetho

At least livefio days before the night
when thetho was hornborn each
popoett on Is fulltull otaof a
excitement as though charged with
electricity so that oven thetho
would know that something new
on thetho tapis

The beauty otof the soldiers Christmas
Is that hrhi does everything himself lieHe
gathers all the greens that decorate the
table andond the He scours thetho I

hills around thetho post If It happens toto-
be

to-
be

I

be Ia country whore the red berries I

gleam fortor bushes crimson with holly
A soldier cook preparesprepare the dinner aol
diem servo It and garnish timetho table No
wonder they enJoy thetho spreadprell

In reality Uncle Sam stands sponsor
fortor thetho feast lie Is the fairy godfather
who Indirectly supplies the

and this Is the waway ho does It
There Is In each company na mysterious
savings bank called the company fund
I say mysterious but It Is onlyenly a mye
te to thetho outsider to10 the soldier ItIt-

Is
it-

isIs allas clear as daylight ThThO company
fund leIs composed of thetho savings otof tho
yearcar The Government furnishes toto-

ii each soldier Ia dally ration andond thIs rnrara-

tionliontion Iss planned on huge proportions
TheTho man on whose appetite the ration
waswaR based must havehao been na giant fortortor-
so

for-
soso far no hungry enlisted man has ever
beenlIeen able to10 consumo In one day all the

supplies that hho wasas entitled toto-

fIlefIlerho crcry otof Give us this day our dallydaily
bread doesdONI not apply to thelime army The
daily broadbrend Is surer than manna and
more plentiful TheTho ration comprises
tnmeattl saltBait and fresh freelytresh vegetables
flourIlour coffeecorte tobacco rice hominy and
benn beans and such v uan
tildes orof them No soldier canenn eAt all
these things so limeIho Government veryuty

steps In and buys back the rem
flouts otof its giftItt This Is the lowly
nom co otof thetho company fund which hRshas
such IIa ring otof hospitality In Its name
ThThe fund must bobe uausedd fortor the benefit
otof timetho company and usually It goesoes fortor
table delicacies or fortor the barracks
MostIo t otof It goesoes on the table In timetho
shape otof jellies fruit andamI milk From
this source comocome all thetho extra dainties
fortOl limatho dinner

A HAPPY DAY
Fortunately enough most soldierssoldIer

have thetho samonamo ideas of ChristmasIJ and
therethoro IsIII little to distingUIsh thetho greatgreot
Christian festival In the
from that In Arizona The big quad

otof the parade may bobe
erectered or Is Ia memomelo question otof

inside the tall beetling
barracks timethe scene on Christmas daydllYday-
isIs much the same whether the mossmoS
roommom Is warmed by lingohuge roaring pines
or by slanting otof Oriental sun

Tofo bbegin with the day Is onoone otof thetho
blbig annual holidays llt a0 military post
and soldiers dearly love holidays hn
Ing never reareallyII outgrown their school-
boy

school
Illboy dadays Everything except necessary
guard dutyduly Is suspended on that day
Usually two or three dAys preceding are
declared to be holidays or halthalf holidays
to facilitate preparations

At thetho posts on whatwhal used to be called
thetho frontier a11 hunting party from eachench
company Is organized na week

Christmas They go on the principle
1

I that a Christmas dinner Is so much
better worth the eatingenUng If yoU captured I

It yourself and I guess ItsIs trutrue Therhe I

I hunting partiesartles SOgo off 1110 the moun
at et distance of two

i dadays ride from the post and make a I

Usually come back laden
buck antelope fetidlId 3 wild

geese quillQuail and sometimes a bearbenr ItIt-
I

Ii-

aI Ia aI great sighteight to seesen the return ofat II-

thethe There Is 1a blowing otof
bugles and a clattering orof hoofs on thetho
ground

Of course fortune hilahies smiled and
frowned with the partiality we arearo all
used to The successful huntershunter areN very
proud bbutt does not mesa being
Kent totb bed tier duesdoes a0 meal
titlit fortor a vvegetarian follow as a11 matter
otof coursecourso The army IsIII communistic
and timethe fruits otof the Aro Impar-
tially divided ItIf therethore chance to be
but one bear the steaks chops and
haunches are divided afteractor Solomons
good plan that has yetyet-

to
yet-

toto liebe Improved upon
The wild game Is always supplementsupplement-

ededcd lIby other meats Roasted crab hisshiss-
IngInsIng In thetho howlbowl Is 1a favorite undand there
isIII alwaysallas lurk without which ChristChrist-
mas

Christ-
manmanmas would be na fraud TheIlle turkey laIs
smothered In cranberry sauce and the
arrayanny soldier mamay dine entireentirely on timetho
bird that shares honors with thetho eagle
If he likes

host orof the army cooks are
pushed In their art TheThey know the
tauterS otof their comrades and oftenotten the

lake nnan earlyarly breakfast with
timetho menm ThisThIll always moonsmeane aL plate
otof hash In which onions are the chief
component na pint cup otof coffee and
good breadbreall fortor thOth soldierr cookcoole Is a
prime baker

TIIE DINNERDINNEn
ButDut to return to thetho Christmas dIn

nornel which leIs served at high noon atat-

an
at-

anan hour when an aristocratic
Is satisfied with a cracker nutBut when
yO breakfasted In thetho darkness otof 6

On Christmas morning appetite
ii18 not luckinglacking att H12 and the true solaol
Bier II na valiant trencher man TheTho
tables are tongJons and broad andInd n
dial on which the Christmas dinner Is
spread It Is covered with a whitecloth not particularly shining nor otof
fine quality but clean to the touch
fresh to thethe smell and immaculately
white The trouble IS that the entire
dinner with the exception ofat the desdes-
sortsort Is put upon tho tablelable at once Your
ordinary server caresares little fortor style
andamI lees fortor nlniceties otof servIce lie
waists to see hIs dinner In the ensemble
from thetho good tilling vegetable soup to
timethe turkey and cranberry sauce In the
place ofat honor One hears much of
groaning tables but In this case It Is

literatiliterally true
tables fairly sagROS with thetho weight

that Is put upon them Soldiers want
plentyplent ofat meat and the turkey Is Inin-
variablyvariably backed by at least two varl

otof meatmeal There arearc vegetables gaga-

lore
aa-

lorelore andond the feast Is closed by a11 trio
ofoC mince pIe plumIlIum pullpudpud-
dingding and fruit caketako snany one ofoC which
Is to bring downdOln an ordinary
marman but not Jack ththe soldier who has
the digestion that exercise and plain
rarefare alone canan give Ibis IsIII the makemake-
upup otof the Christmas feast The changes
otof detail from year to year arearo

TheTho officers and their
lies Inspect thetho Informally afteratter
ththey are spread and timetho soldier eats un

ho cnncan cat no moremore-
In

more-
InIn tMthe morning they usually have

games and races For obvIous reasons
these arearo held In thetho morning fortor who
wOUld feetteel hike Indulging In them af

ter gorging on that overabundant
POllY races arearo particularly

popular eoo also leIs a0 greased
1101pelt chasIng a greased pig and playing
nnan exaggerated snapliMp the whip whenwhon
some smallemail end man files Into spare
The greased pig gradually sheds hishlA
greasegrelle on thetho hands andond clothes ofoCoC-

hihihis pursuers until at latlast someoneom pone revreo
a hold on him ThcTherere arearo always

prizes fortor winners Football and basebase-
ballball arearc alsoRiso tafavorite pastimes fortor the
morning hours

And so80 the great festival has some
features ofoC home evenIen when It Is kept
Inht barracks The longlone whitewhile
doflora decorated with greens Meare loss
monotonous on that dlday ThereThero Is a
spicy smell In the air amid timetho men
enjoying a holidayhullda write lettersletter to
their old homes until tae mall the day
after Christmas carries away tourfour
timeslimes as many letters as atal ordinaryry
timeslimos Christmas at nnan arrayarmy post with
several hundred jolly follows that you
know and like ntat nilull a lonesome
thing 1 doubt veryOf much Itft timethe enen-

listedlisted man would exchange his Christ
maim night with fifty men aroUnd a
glowing lire and stories otof all shadeshodes
and complexions fortor the most ideal otof
ChrIstmases bbeside his own fireside

Uncle Sams young men arearo a gagay lot
There arearc fewtew dull days and no gloom
On The slight fumes orof
homesickness are soonIon dispelled TheyThe
always seem to be singing In their
hearts

And let me the clink clink
And let me the clink

A soldiers a manman-
A

man-
AA lifes but a span

Why then let a soldier drink

C SIS RUSSELL
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Santa ClausGlaus Makes illsHis iAnnual JOUrney Around the World

LEGENDS CLUSTER

AROUND THE YULE 1

1 a

TileTho o as3 TheyThoy

Were Enjoyed byj Our Ancestor

In UIOllio Merry Days otof LLongng Ago Itit
riot now Is come our feast
Let overevery man be jolly
lEachach roomtoom with hIvy lleavesvS Is n
And everyeury post with hollY 5

t

No 1 alt our chimneys smoke aJ a
Andnd Christmas blocks are burning 2

ovens thethey with meats y
choke I

AnAnd all theIr spits areoro turning s

The celebration ofat Christmas con
by the Puritans popish and s

Idolatrous has fortor any Centuries been c
so universal that It may provoprove otof Inin-
terest

t
terest to contrast the rites ceremonies
and quaint beliefs orof foreign landslanda with
those orof matter America I

Many curious customs havehae become I I j
completely obsolete and live10 only In ft I

but It Is surprising to find i fe

what sIngular still exist j
1

among credulous classes oveneven In thethe-
lI

t
lIlightht of the nineteenth century I

In the 1101Holy Land ntat this season the I

place otof greatest interest Is naturally m

thetho Church otof thetho Nativity otat I
hem erected on the supposed location
where Christ was burnborn It Is said to bobebo-
the

be-
thethe oldest Christian church In exist
onceence having beenlIeen built more than fitfif-
teenteen centuries ago by the lEmpress HelHel-
ena

Hel-
enaena otof Constantine Repairs fr

worewere mademalle later by IEdwarddw rd IV otof
England but It Is now again fasttast tanfallfall-
ingIng to decay The root was orIginally
composed ofat cedar otof Lebanon and thetho r
walls were studded with precious Jewjaw
olecIs while numerous lamps ofat sliver andond
gold were suspended fromCram the rafters
TheTho Greeks and Armenians now
claim Joint possession otof the structure
and Jealously guard Its sacred pre rf

ImmediatelY beneath ththe nave ofat thetho
cathedral Is a11 commodious marble
chamber constructed overoer the spot
where the far famed stable was said
to havehae stood and reached by a11 flIght
otof stonelitone steps worn smooth by the
trendtread and kisses otof multitudes otof worwor-
shippers

wor-
shippersshippers The mangermangar Is represented
bby a11 marblemarblo slab a couple otof feetteet In
heIght decorated with tinsel and blue
satin and marked at the head with a
chiseled star bearIng above It the InIn-

scrIption
in-

scription In Latin HeroHere was Jesus
Christ born otof timeIho VIrgin NaryMar AtAt-
the

At-
thethe tootfoot arenrc several altars on which
Incense Iss ever kept burning and from
which massmus Is conducted while a11 score
otof hanging lamps shed a fitful light
overoer the apartment

ManyInny theories have been advanced osasos-
to

as-
toto thetho explanation ofat thetho mysterious
star In the east which guided the

wondering shepherds but It Is now
thought to have been Venus at the
height ofoC Its splendor

TimeThe earlyoary ChrIstians decorated their
churches withwhim evergreens out lIof respect
to thE passage otof ScrIpture In Isaiah

TheTho glory otof Lebanon shallshaH comecom unto
thee the fir tree the pIne tree and thethe-
bo Ibobox together to beautify the place otof
mmy the paganS be

them to be omens orof good as the
spirits otof thoiho woods remained In theIr
branches

holly leIs known In Germany and Scan
as Christs thorn and Is em

everywhere otof cheerfulness
forgiveness peace on earth andond goodgood-
willwilywill to mcaInen

TheTho oak mistletoe or missel was
holdheld In high veneration by the ancient
Druids who regarding Usits parasitic
character as a11 miracle andond IIa symbol
ofat immortality worshipped It In theIr
temples and used It as a panacea fortorfor-
thethe physical alimentsailments of theIr follow
orsore Whenhen the moon wasAS sIx days old
It was ceremoniously cut withIth a golden
sickle by thetho chief prIest orof the order
and rereceived with care Into the sspotless
robes orof the companycompan fortor Itif It tellfell to
the unholy ground Its virtues were con
eldered lost

Then crowned with oak leaves and
singing songs ofat thanksgiving they
borebora theIho branches In processIon
to the altars where two white oxen
were sacrificed to thetho gods

The custom otof kissing undertinder the
mistletoe datesdales back to the daysdas otof
Scandinavian mythology when the god
of darkness shutshot his rival thetho
tattal Apollo otof the North with an arrow
made tramfrom Its boughsbough But the supsup-
posedposed victim being miraculously reorere-

storedstored to lifelite the mistletoe was givenghen
IntoInlo thetho keeping otof the goddess ofat ntafaf-
fection osas na symbol otof loveloe and not
otof death to those who passed beneath
itIt A berry was required to be picked
with every lies and presented to the
maiden nilas na sign otof good fortune the

ceasing when aUall the berrIes
I

were gathered
In England Christmas was

the chief event ofoC thetho entire yearear and
nos sometimes celebrated for nearly IIa
month The tables otof the wealthy litlit-
erally13 ra II groaned with plenty but thetho
poorIOor without theIr gates were not fortorfor-
gottengottenotton forCorCor-

DillOldDill Christmas had comocoma fortor to keep
open house

Hed scamfrom to be GUilty orof starving a r

mouse

That comcompound known as
wassail was composed otof warm alealo i

Or wInowine sweetened with sugar and hnaa i

ored with spices and bearing upon Its J
surfacece floating bits otof toast and roast
ledId crabs andond apples The huge bowlbol t
gaily with ribbons was j
passed from handband to hand around the

I table each guestlost taking a11 portion otof
liDits contents nsas a sign otof joviality and
good

But thetho triumph otof the pastry cooks
art was timethe rare minced pie the useulle
ofoC which Is otof great antiquity TheTho
shape erns formerly a long narrow
oval representing the Ccelebrated manman-
ger

man-
gotgotger at Bethlehem and the fruits andond
spicess otof Which It was composed were
symbolic of those that the wise men
ofoC the OrIent broughtbroucht as offerings to
their now born while to partake
otof suchBuch u was considered a proof
that thetho tillercater was IIa Christian and notnot-
ana JewJOI

Candles were first used to demon
the power otof Christianity overocrovert-

imetime darkness otof paganism and were
sometimes arranged In triangular formtorm
to symbolize thetho Trinity

Christmas carolsenrols are commemorative
orat thetho angola songsane to timethe shepherds on
thetho plains otof Bethlehem and are1110 seldom
hoard In America saveflae bby thetho
choIrs otof Episcopal churches The
English waits or who
sangIan under thetho squires windows In t

otof receiving IIa Christmas box
unconsciously add IIa touch orof romance
and to thetho
orof thetho a For upon thetho frostyrost If

l

evening nilair arose suchsueh strains as
gladcla1 hearthenrt arise and sing I

It Is the birthday otof th ICingKIn i

Or
God rest youOU merrymem
Let nothing you dismay
Forlor Jesus Christ our
leas born upon this dayQ

I

It t


