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DISCOURSE

DELIVERED BY

BLDER  ERANCIS M. LEMAN.

Al the Tabernacle, Salt Lake Cuy,
Utah, Sunday, December 15th, 1892,

ORTED BT ARTHUA WINTEA.}
g

he aseistance of the Holy
your faith and prayers in
for it 1z oot uossibt for me
! the people, or to speai to my
:):\::d");atisfscnon, unless the Lord
aesists me,and I apall be pleased to say
what I onght to say 88 the Lord wili
i terandce.

g]}mng:;)er:ctlnte the feilowship of the
Latter-day Saints and the privilege of
meeting with the people on the
Sabbath day, to worsehip the Lord, to
partakeof the sacrament, and to have
dy streugth renewed, 88 I feel that I
need §t from week to week. T wonder
sometimes why such & percentzge of
the Latter-day Saints can feel con-
tented upon the Sabbath day to absent
tbemse}ves (rom the house of worship,
becaure the Lord requires us to keep
the Sabbath day boly, to refrain from
labor, from pleasure-seeking, from
busi nees transactions, and from secular
pursuits, and to meet together to
worship Him, to offer up our prayers
of gratitude, to speak of His goodness,
and to hear His word and will mude
knowuo to us, 1 understand that theee
requirsments are just as necessary to
maintain a healthy conditlon in the
spirit as it §s for ue to partake of foed
to maintain the bealth of the body;
and I believe tuat all Laftter-day
Saints must feel B measure of condem-
nation when they neglect thees re-
quirements. I do not believe that it is
poesible for us to please the‘ I_Jord and
neglect any of our duties. ‘Ibere is no
doubt thut ap amount of pleasure is
enjoyed by the Lord when He notiues
the ohedience of His children in some
things; but His plea:ure can hardly be
cOmple’te unless His chlidren are
obedient in all thlogs.

The Babbath duy has been providad
for man as a day of rest andof worship;
and the Latter-day isaints, of Bll peo-
ple, acquainted as they sre with the
prineciples of the Gospel, and mensure-
ably apprecisting them, should keep
holy the Sabbath 4ay. We have the
plan of salvation complete and perfect,
as introduced by the Father, and as
reveajed snd made known in detail by
His Son Jesus Christ. We not only
advooate these doctrines to the world
a@ ¢orrect, but every Liatter-day Baint
that has done the will of the Lord
kuows that these doctrines are true.
Theretore, L say thatthe Latter-day
Sajzta showid be more careful and
circumspect in regard to these things
than any otber people. -

Our places of worship should be con-
alderey sacred and holy, for they sare
invariably dedicated to the Lord,
and the movements of the Latter-
day Saints in them should be
pleasing to the Lord. " We should
enter them, remain in them
and depart from them with cir-
cumspectlon and decorum. There
onght to be a spirit of reverence for our
houses of worehip tbhat I8 not always
muabifested by the Lattor-day Salnta.

{REP

I desire t
Spirit and
my behulf ;

We have come (rom the world. The
Latier-dny Baints that have been con-
verted mnd gstbered together were
formerly (Hentiles,ss we conelder therm;
and the example of the world, from
which we bLave come, ig, 8o far as
piaces of worshlp and B proper appear-
ance in them are concerned, worthy
of the emulation of tbe Latter-day
Balnts. This house, puerhaps [the
Tabernscle] more than any other
house of worship in Zion, is considered
8 eacred house, But ordinarily in our
meeting houses there js a degree of
hiberty and f(reedom, anyg & free abd
vagy feeling indulged in by Latter-day
Saints that is sometimes offensive to
the Bpirit of the Lord, Especially is
tbis the case among the youny. I have
thought that this has come among the
Latter-day Saints because of our
frontier experiences, Cur meeting
houses In the beginning—and np to the
present in eome parts of Zion—were
used for n 1 purposes, for echools, for
gatherings of a political charsoter, for
business purposes, for coucerts, for
theaters and the like; and it hagseemed
to me that the people of the world who
come in among us must feel offended
at the want of respect that the Latter-
day Baints have for their places of
worship. It is not desirable that
Liatter-day Baints should put on solemn
countenances] that they should appear
sad and sorrowful; put on hypceritical
long faces, and pretend to be very re-
ligious and very sanctimonious. The
Gospe! of Jesus Christ does not require
us to look sad, or to feel sad,
or to make ourselves appear uncom-
fortable; but rather that we should
have joyous countenances, light hearts
and smiling faces. Butl hove some-
times felt that “ve havegiven ourselvea
toomuch to light-mindedness,and have
been too careless in regard to our
manners.

It is very desirable that we should
not give unnecesaary offense to tbe
world, because we arfe preachers of
righteousness, and are called upon to
win souls to the truth. Therefore, our
ways ought to be winning, not
offensive, not disagreeable, not disguat-
ing; so that the worid, when they come
Amony us, may not he unnecessarily

offended; that they will obeerve
us on the Sabbhath day oo all
occasjone and discover in ue the
trujte and eflects of the Guospel

— discover refinement, and modera-
tion,and 8 pruper AppeArance, every
wan being indeed himself, and not
trying to make any very remarkabie
appearance, only to be natural,pleazant
aud affable; in fact, letting the Bpirit
of the Liord reign in every heart, giv-
Ing joy to every countenance and grace
and correctness Lo every mvement in
life, and restraining us from saying or
doing anything that is wrong. A't this
late date in our experience the Bpirit
of the Lord ought to have its perfect
work in the Latter-day Saints. It
ought to he so thoroughly developed
and have become cuch s fountaln of
light and Jpspiration in s, that it
would restraln us (rom doing Wrong
and prompt us in doing everythiog
thatis right. It should be such a power
in every individual that mone of us
would neglect our duties. It oughbt so
to be with every (ather and mother,
every brother and pister. It ought to
be cultivated, talked about, considered,
sought after and lived for. Famlilies
ought to vie with each other In trying

to obtaln a greater supply of the Bpirft
of the Lord. Itshould be so fully in
the beart tbat men would know on al)
ogcasions what they should do and
how they shouid do it; know bow they
ought to perform thelr labore at home
as well us sbroad, how tbey ought to
appear; when they ought to be seen,
and when they ought not to be seen;
bow men should treat their wiver,
wives their husbands, parents thelr
children,and childien their pareuts.
This church now is over sixty years
old,nnd we are measurably in a settled
and fixed condition. Weshould be so
thorovghly estubliched In the prinet-
ples of the Gospel that the fact should
actually be seen and known. We
ghould know it in each other,and we

should follow each other's pgood
example, Where wa have a
brother or s nelghbor that out-

strips us In his fidelity to the cause of
God, we should want to imitate him
we should want a leaf from his book o
experience, and we should want to
profit by bie good example. There ic s
iarge percentage of the Lattor-day
Sainte who have had eucha lengthy ex-
perience that it ought to tell 1a the com-
mupity, We may be acquainted with
neighbors and f{riends that we have

watohed perhaps during a generation.

We have followed their lives, and have
noted their fdelity to the principles of
the Gospel, their consistency and their
regularity, They can always be felled
upon. You will always find them upon
tbe right side of every matter that is
introduced, always, correct, always
moderate, not boisterous, not poshing
thempelves forward. You do not see
them possibly as quickly as you sea
others; but wbhepsver you do dlscover
them, you mlways find them oo the
right track and in the straight and
oarrow path that leads to life. Buch
men are not eastly disturbed. New
movementis snd operations that preseut
tbemse]ves do not cateb them easily.
They eeem to bave become so thor-
oughily imbued with the pringipies of
the Gospel of Jesus Christ that they
arv not easily devo1ved. Thatis what
ought to be with men of experience in
the Clhiurch of Cbrlst. The 8pirit of
the Lord in ua ought to reign supreme,
and when anything new comes along,
if we canmot catoch it at the firat
glimpse or mooting, we had better
wait & little and wateh until the Spirit
of the Lord shall direct us; for itfs a
moniter 1o the hearts of the Lar.ter-dny
Sajnts, to lead them into all truth, and
it never leads in to faleehood. When-
ever we go into falsehood it is because
we follow some evil influence. The

Bpirly of the Lord never leads to
evil; but it bringe to our minds the
truti. It reveals to ug¢ the truth

of the present, and it opene our
minde sometimes to see some truths
that ure yet In the future. Butitnever
deceives, and never irads men astray.
That {e not itsoffice. Bo that we peed
to glve heed to that Bpirit, listeo to
Ite voice all the time, and hecome ac-
(uainted with it and ite operatious, in
order tuat we may not be deceived,
The reason thut we are atill lihle to
make mistakes and to be decelved is
because we have not yet attained to
that degree of Intelligence and light
that we may obtain, and we have not
obtajued it for the reason that we have
neglected our little duties, We have
besn careless, and not as-earnest and s
epergetic in the performance of the



