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teaching that socred relations of mar-
riage produce ‘4 hell on earth.” The
Independent’s criticlsm of the “News"”
statement 18 eminently Immoral, to
use no stronger term.

.A GENERAL IMPROVEMENT.

The darkness which overspreads the
business world 1s not nearly so dense
as many feared and not a few hoped it

would be. That the great depression of
the past half & dozen years is not re-
jaxed altogether yet and that we are
not on the verge of & mighty boom are
patent facts, and as relates to the
{atter proposition we ought ail to be
truly glad of it Booms are as surely the
precursors of stagnation as that the
ebb tide follows the fiood tide, and do
a whole lot of mischlef, in the way of
inculcating extravagant and dishonest
methods besides. Let us have no more
of them, but in thelr stead a -condition
of thinge which comes of and remains
by the proper cultivation of our Im-
mense resources and a steady, profit-
able market for all surplus.

With gold belng discovered almost
everywhere, with lead steadily cllmb-
ing the upward grade and promising
to reach the top noteh, and above all
with hountiful harvests in all lines,
it eould scarcely be otherwise than
that somethIng of a letting up in the
strain should occur without mueh fur-
ther delay. A great deal of this sort
of thing might come to us and stitl the
pressure that has been upon the bone
and sinew of the Jand not be altogether
removed. But it is being loosened
surely, and ere the year is past, prom-
jges to let go a little more, perhaps
considerably, and this is very grati-
fying. If it will only Keep on so untfl
the Jast vestige of the really hard
times we have been undergoing shall
have disappeared from the land, it
wili be ever 50 much better than if the
reversion came nt" at once and without

warning.
reish"e"&sg?ners and malcontents, those
who are only happy when thoroughly
miserable, will not be willing to see
anything better than we have been
having, presently or prospecttvely. Bqt
a econtemplation of the situation as it
is without being infiuenced by political
bias or' personal prejudice will con-
vince any one that the darkest hour
hefore dawn has been passed. Leav-

1l conglderation of mineral
ggdgg:s;nd reckoning up only the six
principal staples for this year, the fol-
lowing gratifying exhibit is made:

,0000,000 bushels
Whgalt'sﬁ.s.o. Lo enie o3 BED000,000
000,000,000 ushels
Cor:,t 35 cents .....ooien © 720,000,000
Qats, 800,000,000 bushels at 1
OF cent8 .....oorerereecs 200,000,000
Barley, 90,000,000 bushels at
60 cemts ..vora-erarecce 54,000,000
Rye, 30,000,0000 bushels at
B7 centa ....ceosoebocoet 17,100,000
Cotton, £,000,000 (limles ss;,; 8
ownd, or
%ealiés . 320,000,000
Total Ceee. ... $51,861,100,000

)

Just add to this, by a mental effort
which to the most optimistic can
scarcely be made to equal the real-
fty, the many things which thig coun-
try produces and gella and then con-
templute the total! Then conceive of
this mighty velume of money being
sent through the arterles of trade and
fndustry, and doubt If you can that al-

leviation more or less pronounced
and far-reeching i8 at hand. Why,
the ecomonic part played by the

homelike, modest hen Is alone an item
which few people ever take into com-
sideration and fewer still can appre-
ciate: #t 18 an humble factor by com-
pariton with the whole proposition,

yet in the course of a decade It would
overtake and pass the figures repre-
senting the national debt. With a na-
tlon so happlly equipped for self-sus-
tenance and trade, with the precious
and useful metals but just commenc-
ing to be developed, the total incre.’
ment for thls and succeeding years
must be so vast that general adver-
sity cannot with its skeleton figure
dominate the land In the future as it
has in the past. The specter cannot
g0 any too soon mor stay gone any too
long.

Let us be e¢heerful and make the
most of the bright side of things which
Is surely belng turned toward us. The
time for despondency is passed, if In-
deed it ever came.

CALIFORNIA AND SLAVERY.

There is probably as much personal
Uberty in the state of California as in
any part of the eclvilized world; yet

that state is now acquirlng a noto-
riety In this country and in Europe for
being as nearly in a condition of main-
taining slavery as though the latter
were permlited by law. One fea-
ture that glves rise to thls Impresslon
is the virtual slavery in which many
Chinese women are stated by the
Golden state papers to be kept, be-
yond the reach of a correctlion of this
evil by officers of the Jaw. Another is
the jincldent of 13-year-old Emma
Davis, who 1s¢ now en route over the
continent, bound for her former homse
in Rock Ferry, a few mlles above
Liverpool, England.

Four years ago this little girl came
to Amerlca with a family named
Tubbs, and since then has lived with
them at Madera, Cal. She was not
well treated by the Tubbs famlly, in
fact, was kept in a condition of serf-
dom, according to the state papers. In
her account as published she says;

“I have never been inslde a school-
houSe. Mrs. Tubbs made me do all the
work of the place and I had to do the
vineyarding, too, along with the men.
They used to send me to the saloons
for beer and I got thrashed with a
stiek every day. 1 often asked about
my father and mother, but they told
me that nobody had ever written from
England about me, so I thought all my
people were dead. Last week they sent
me away to Fresno in a great hurry,
and I wondered what was the matter.
Then the officers came and told me
that kind peopie were looking for me
and that I was never goilng back to
the vineyard any more, but would be
sent home to England. I was so hap-
py that I cried for a long time. I
thought before that that T would be a
slave girl all the rest of my life.”

The 8San TFrancisco papers say
that the authorities have been
working for eight months to
gecure the girl's  freedom. The
statement of this little girl—

which probably I8 true—and the ac-
counts of the case in the California
papers wlll go to Great Britain and
elsewhere. and with what result? The
idea will be conveyed that not only is
stavery poesible, but i8 a common con-
dition In that state. A few exceptional
instances, partially a result of official
neglect, ean do inealculable damage to
a great commonwealth, as I8 being
done now to California’s reformation.

PLENTY OF

Here is a legal incident, remarkable
enough anywhere, but especially note-
worthy because of its having hap-

pened in the South, and really quite
agtartling In wview of the fact that the
accused Is a negro. It shows that the
sometimes tardy course of the law is
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galning ground on the swifter meth-
odg of Judge Lynch, and that southern
lawyers are not a whit behind their
confreres elsewhere in supplylng en-
tanglements of justice in the meshes of
iegal complications and delays. The
case is that of Douglas White (colored)
of Montgomery, Alabama, who killed
a woman some flve years ago. For
that crime, through mistrials, revers-
als, and so on, he has enjoyed six tri-
als. At the first he was sentenced to
death; at the second to life imprison-
ment; at the third to 50 years' Impris-
onment; at the fourth to 20 years' im-
prisonment; at the next to 10 years,
and now he has been acquitted alto-
gether. Meantime the woman 15 as
dead as she was when her slayer was
gentenced to suffer on the gallows for
his erime.

WEYLER'S LATEST ESCAPADE.

Just fancy the captain general of
Cuba and his subalterns, with their
decorations flagshing In the sunlight

and their side-arms glittering like
jewels of great value, down on their
knees and engaged in the plebian
task of eradleating sweet potato
vines! We are advised that from the
sublime to the ridiculous Is but one
atep, and thls latest episode {n the
Antillean career of the Spanish gran-
dees 18 proof positive of it. No matter
that the object wa= as stated to de-
prive the Cubans of their only avall-
able food In certaln emergencies—and
this is always a recognized measure of
warfare—the circumstances connect-
ed with the earrying out of the plan
are such as to take the matter out of
the pale of war herolecs and place it in
the domain of opera bouffe,

Speaking of Weyler suggests that he
seems to be doing about right In the
Clsneros case; for that matter, it is
not absolutely certain that he has
drifted as far from the right as he has
been represented in any case. His
reign, as far as it goes, has been Vio-
Jent and at times cruel; but warfare {a
a cruel business and it is to be ex-
pected that destruction and retalation
will occur. The business of a soldier
in time of war s to make as many
widows and orphans and leave as lit-
tle for the ememy to subsist upon as
he can within certaln Ilines and subject
to certain regutations. Even If Wey-
jer had strictly conformed to those
llnes and regulations, his proceedings
at this time, when war between the
civillzed and enlightened nations is the
least thing thought of, would seem to
be barbarous and cruel in the extreme.

It Is still hoped that the days of the
captain general or of any other fm-
ported officlal are rapidly drawing to
a close in Cuba, no matter whether he
and they have deported themselyes
properly under the circumstances or
not. TFor a race of people Inhabiting
a land which i{s theirs by right of in-
heritance and occupancy from time im-
memorial to be thus governed Is wrong
n Its essence. its philosophy and Its
practice, Aay the day speedily come
when such abuses of nature's laws will
be known no more in any part of the
world!

MEAN!

THIS I8 WHAT WK
—

The products of political spoilsmen,as
well as the plunderers and those reach-
Ing for pelf, must again be informed
that their fond hopes as to an easy
walkover In the munieipal election In
Salt Lake City this autumn are likely
to be entirely shattered. The move-
ment for reform on non-partisan lines,
the proposition to take mumnicipal gov-
ernment entirely out of the realm of
politics and elevate it to the plane of.
clean, straight, honest business and
keep It there henceforth—these ideas
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