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UNIQUE WATCH TOWER,

Built Against Date Trees and Photographed for the Saturday News by
Frank G. Carpenter.

gtrike the port of Mogador, on the At-
Jantio ocean, and if 1 took camels and
(raveled to the east 1 should have to go
through the Sahara for a distance as
great as from Philadelphia to Salt Lake
City bhefore I found anything green and
came to the valley of the Nile,

A CARAVAN CENTER.,

Piguig has long been a caravan cen-
ter, and today the froight from a large
number of oases |s shipped here on
camels, This is so of Tafilet, in Moroc.
co, fram where the best dates come,
and of Twat, a large eoollection of oases
in the Algerian Sahara, now controlled
by the French, three or four hundred
miles to the south of us. Some of this
freight still goes to Figuig, but a large
part of it has been diverted to Colomb
Bechar and Benl Ounif, to be sent
northward by the new railroad,

This point ig about as far north as
camels can gome without danger of
catching cold. If they go farther they
get sick and die. For this reason the
goods from other oases were once
brought here and then sent to the Med-
terranean on donkeys or mules, The
exchanges were made at Pigulg and
¢ caused It to become a commercial
ter. Its merchants were noted as
» of the shrewdest of the Sahara,

L

and they sont regular caravans to
Tiemecen and to Melilla, In Spanish
Africa, on the ~wilerranean sea.

About three yvears ago the French com-
pleted thelr rallroad to this point and
Figuig |s rapldly losing its trade.

THE HEART OF THE DESERT,

I wish I could take you across the
desert as I saw it today. My surrounus-
Ings hore are so different from anything
We bave in America that 1 almost des-
pair of making my picture a live one.
You must first lmagine the bluest of
blue gkies, out of wuich shines a daz-
zling white sun, whose heat s tem-
pered by the strong winds which blow
over the desert almost as regularly as
over the The air is 30 clear that
we ¢an see for miles; and upon all sides
there are ragged brown mountaing in
View, Here and there among them
there are patches of stony white sand,
Eome ag bare as the seaghore and oth-
ers showing little patches of thorny
green bushes. We start out from .send
Ounlf, a fortified town with many
French soldiers and crowds of Moors,
Arabg and Berbers, Camel troops are
tnaking thely way through the streots,
Officers In uniform dash here and there
on Arablan horses, and companies of
soldiers, In bright reds and blues, are
marching this way and that, This is
one of the wildest parts of the Saharnm
«nd 18 people are only held in check by
the military forces, Farther castward
In the Algerian desert conditions ara
safer, but here, on the adge of Moroc-
no one dares to go about without
wrms, and just over those mountaing
the lone traveler would almost surely
b Killed,

ACROSS THE DESERT GUARDED
BY BOLDIERS.

Indeed, it 18 Impossible 10 wislt the
Oasls of Figulg without an armed es-
cort, Forelgners have been badly tremt-
cd there In the past, and the Christian
Who yentured thero a (oW years ago
took his life in his hands, The French
government will not permit travelers
from here to go alone into Morocco,
nnd it was only apon my showing Capt,
Farlel, the chief of the Avablan bu-
roma, @ letter which I have from ouy
recretary  of war to the goverhor gaens
eral of Algerin that two Arab soldiers
were detalled 1o accompany us.

These men were arimed with repeat-
rifles. Thoy rode Arablan horses
wnd kept vight in front or close hehind
U during our journey. In addition to
(ror 1 had with me my son Jack and
Mr Pasealot, the proprietor of the Ho-
el du Babara and one of the leading
werchapts of this part of the world.
My, Pasenlot spenks Arable as well ae
Froneh and English, and he acted ns
our guide and nterpreler during the
doy, He hawx a heanch store In one of
the lavgest of the Wigulg villages and
has many friends among the people.

BUQKING ARABIAN COLTE,

We started al daybroak. The sun was
lust vising as we lefl Benl Ounlf, 1Lt
Came up g red copper bhall out of the
Shsiern hoylgon, and In & few momen s
ook on & white hemt, only to be Jost
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ed, trotted and galioped, and at frreg-
ular intervals acted worse than the ave
erage western broncho when ridden by
a tenderfoot. We managed to keen
our seats, however, notwithstanding the
stony desert and the winding walls of
the onses inclosures, It took us ahout
an hour to reach the Moroccan fron-
tior. "We crossed [t from Algerin be-
tween two high brown yrocky mountains,
and at once enteved a beautiful valley
filled with thousands of date palms,
THE OASIB OF FIGUIG.

This was the oasls of Figulg, It con-
Blgts of this valley and has great date
pluntatiofns, Standing at the entrance,
between Mount Tarla and Mount Zen-
aga, each a barren rocky brown mass
about 6,000 feet high, we oould see @
forest of green-leaved palms, ranging
In width from two to three miles and
extending up a ravine for a distance
of seven miles or more, On bolh sides
and beyond were nothing but sand,
rocks and mountains, perfectly bare,
thirsty and dry. The palms formed a
great green sheet in this setting, with
round brown watoh towers made of
sun-dried brick and the yellow minarets
of the viilage mosques rising above
thom. On a hill in the center we could
see the mud houses of Lhe village Zen-
aga, but the other towns of the oasis
were hidden In the forest of palms.

This oasis has, 1 am told, about the
largest number of palms In one solid
block of any in the Sahara, Mr, Pas-

calet thinks there are more than a mil-
lion trees. and I am sure I saw two
or three hundred thousand Iyving in
fromt of and below me as I stood on |
the Jorf, one of the highest parts of
the oasis,

FED BY HOT SPRINGS,

Many of the oases of the Sahara lie
along dried-up water courses, which are
flooded during a part of the yvear, Fi-
guig I8 fed by hol springs, which rise
out of a hill in almome the center, and
are conducted by wnderground drains
aboul a feot square, made of stones and
cement, through the 1500 or 20,000
acres which are covered by these trees,
Some of these gprings are Jukewarm
and others have a temperature of about
100 degrees Fahrenheit,

There are seven villages in the oasis,
and the largest of these springs are
found in the date plantations on 1he
lighlands of the town of EL Abid, n
abcut the center of the oasis. Who
first constructed these wnderground
drains which carry ithe water from
level to level no one seems to kmow.
Mr, Pascalet hag asked many of the
Arabs, but thelr only reply is: “We
do not know when they were huilt, bu(
it Was many, many years ago” It may
have been two centurles ago and [t
may have been |onger, but how long
no one Knows,

Those drains are kept in order today
and new ones are construcied from
time to time. There must be hundreds
of miles of them for they reach sve-
Yy part of the oasis, being connectled
in each of the village plantations by
great reservolrs where the water is
stored when not needed for irrigation.
Each tree, I am told, gets a good drink
ot least twice a week,

During my stay 1 visited 21 Abid and
these eprings, The palms grow all
phout them. In some places they are
only two or three feot apuart, and the
branches meet overhead shutting out
the sun, Some of the springs are (n
great vats, some are (0 hellows or ra-
vines and others n wells or square
tan ks, During our visit the Arabs
were bathing In one of the springs, and
growds of whito gowned men with rags
about thelr heads looked out at me
aver thely long beards as I took theso
notes, At one place Jack attempted to
take a photograph of them, but the
Arabs protested and looked nngry, only
to smile again when My, Pascalat told
them thut we were taking pletures of

the palmg and springs, only; and that
we had very good-looking men In
France and Amerien and hence did

not nepd to take home pletures of the
natives of Figulg.

AMONG THE DATE PLANTATIONS,

Fiftesn thousand acves I @ prefty
blg farm, and, as | estimated if, that |
14 fust about the extent of these onses.
This Flgulg farm, however, I8 |ike |
pothing you can Imagine, It |8 divided
up Inta Jittle pens or gardens, each of
which ts a date plantatlion, Many of |
the boldings are nob more than a ques
Ler of an acre In slae and cach s sure.
rounded by walls from elght to twelve
feet In helght,  The walls are of sun.
dried brick, plastered with mud; apd
they usually face wpon the roads so
parrow that as I rode on my horse
through them I could 2asily toueh the
mud brigks on both sides. Here ang
there, & wall was broken at the top
wigd I eould look aver and see (he daty
troes aod (e gardens withln,

Many of the date palms reach high
above {ho wall,  bu
pesmn than wix feot in helght and sl
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they benr ddates, The trees are about
eight Inehes in  dlameter, and they
Room Lo carry an even thickness from
the ground upward. The highest were,
I judge, not over 20 feot tall. At the
top they branch out In great fan-liks
green leaves, and from the roots of the
leaves hang the clusters of red and
yellow dates., The fralt 18 Jong, Aat
and smooth, and of much the samo
shape a8 a butternut with (he shell
on. I saw many clusters, any one of
which, I am sure, held a half hushel of
dates, and not 4 few trees bops a half
dozen clusters or more. Some of the
dates are now ripe and we ate them
fresh from the trees. They are as sweot
a8 honey and t(heir flavor cannol he
Imagined by those who have only tast-
ed the mushy hlack dates of our gro-
coary stores,

Under these palms, apriecots, peaches,
pears, pomegranates and other such
fruits were growing: and below them
In some places, were vegotables, three
crops heing prodoced on the same goil
at the same time,

Outside the date plantations were un-
frrigated fields In which grain had been
planted to take advantage of the slight
rainfall which comes here near the
mountaing during certain monthg of
the year, I belleve that these fields
are also given some water from the
springs,

THE LUMBER OF THE OASES.

A8 we went on with our Journey, we
could #ee how important the daje palm
is to these people of the desert, It is
thelr bread, Nirewood and lurmber, The

ditehes here and there crogsed the
Btreets and in  such cases theye were
bridges of palm wood. 1 observed

the doors which go into the walls of the

Aate gardens. ¥ach has but one and
that not higher than my waist. Tn- |
deed, some doore are so low that the
common razor-back hog would lose
his bristles it he should try to B0
through them. These gates are of

palm planks; they aye sawed out by
hand and pegged rudely together. Tho
date tree forms the pillars which up-
hold the house yoofs, It 18 used as
beams and rafters and it Is made into
ladders for the wiatch towers, Thesae
towers are of mud brick, but there
is more or less palm wood in them,
and the platforms, on which the sples
sit at time of date harvest to guard
the crop agalnst thicves, are of the
same material,

I was much interested in the palm
trees.  They look ragged and rough,
On the taller trees there are no leayes
except at the top, and I am told that
each ring of bark represents a year's
growth., If this is true many of the
paims must be a century old. They
begin to bear at 10 or 12 yvears and yiold
crops thereafter every two wears, The
dates here are not as good as those of
gome other parts of the Sahara, There
are better ones in Tuat, In Tougurt and
in Blskra. I ghall learn more about
them as 1 go on with my travels,

VILLAGH REPUBLIC OF FIG |49 163

Stranger even than the palm trecs are
the people of this out-of-the-way land.,
Ench of these oases has its own Hitle
village, and every little desert settle-
ment Is a community of its own kind,
The villages of Figuig are seven, The
first and largest contains more than
3,000 people, It is known as Ze
The next largesi |s El Oudagahir, and
the third is Bl Abid, which I have de-
serlbed as having the hot springs and
as furnishing water for the greater part
of the Figulg plantations. 1In addition
to these villages there are four others,
They are named Ei Malz Foukani, El
Maiz Tahtani, El Hamman Foukanl
and El Hamman Tahtani,

These seven Figulg villages have al-
together about 15,000 inhahltants, They
are separate towns, but together con-
Atitute a littlo United States of their

; own, with a congreéss but no president,

BEach village governs (tself and a come-
counell of the combined wvillages
governs the oases. The village govern-
ments each conslst of a counctl of 17
members, five of whom are land own-
ers and 12 of 'whom are laborers, They
are all elected by the people of the vil-
lage, Three members of each council
are eleoted to a general council of 21,
which pasges only upon matters whion
relate to the whole pcorparation of Fig-

ulg, The village councils regulate all
things affecting thelr respective wil-
lages, They appoint the local judges

of peace and war with villages outsldo
Figuig, these are dealt with by the
oases council, and the same body regu.
lates all mnatters regarding the water
supply.

IN BL ARID.

But come with me and look at one of
these oases communities, We shall go
through the town of Kl Abid, obsery-
ing some of the things I saw thoere this
afternoon. The municrpality containg
ahout 2,000 gouls, but It is nothing like
any town of that slze in our country,
In the first place I doubt swhether |t
covers more than 20 acres; and, as ong
looks st It through the palm trecs, he
gees only the mud walls which [nclose
it, with the flat-roofed, windowless mud
bulldings rising here and there above

em,

U\\'\- enter the town by a gate in the
wall, It {8 not aver 10 feet high and
above five feet in width, and it is shut

[ Women Only Knew.

What « Teap of Happiness it Wonld
Bring to Salt Lake Oty Homos,

—————

Hard to 4o howsework with an ach-
ing back

Brings you hours of misery at lei-
sure or at work.

If women only knew the sause—that

Backache palng come from sick kid-
neys,

"Twouldl save much neodless woe.

Donn's Kidney Plls cure sick kid-
neys.

Salt Lake City people endorse this;

Mrs, . H, Balmsorth, Uving at 835
State 8t, Ball Lake City, Utah, says:
“None of the remedy T tried did me
any good untll I hegan using Doan's
Kidney Pills. 1 suffered all tha an-
novances and  inconvenlences that
come fram kidney complaint for years,
Learning of Doan's Kidney Pills I de-

clded to use them and they c]ulokly
regulated the action of the kidneys,
stopped the headache and dizziness st
ance ond |l every wnz Sruvod Lo hn
Just the remedy L needed, They do
wll, and I think more, than is claimed
for them." !

for sala by all dealers. Price 60
m.ﬁw Foster:Milburn Co, Buftalo,
New York, sole agents for the United
Blates
Fomember the name-—Doan's~and
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at night by rough doors of palm wood
hung on rude woodeén shinges Thero
are two gates to the town, and oulside
one of them gome camels, part of a
caravan which hag just come from tha
desert, are now Iying on the ground
chewing thelr cud while thelr Arab
driver sits meditating  omong  his
frelght, which he has unloaded for the
time. As we go in through gate

we pass donkoys loaded with grain and
sugar and, turning this way and that,

find ourselves (n dark covered styeels
in which we might lore our way hx
we not our soldiers and Mr., Pascalet

to guide us.

The town of Bl Abid reminds one of

the catacombs, There are houses hullt
over the streets with only hers and
thera a hole for the light. Outside is
the flerce glare of the African sun:

here, In the main streets of Bl Abid, it

Is almost as dark as {n some subter-
ranean ecavern or n the tomb of T,
above Calro, In the valley of the Nl
The streets cut the town at all sorts
of anglos. Son are {oo narrow for
horges and one has to get down and 2o
through them on foot. The holses
have no windows facing the street and
they are entered only by low doors of
palin wood, In some of wider
streets ledges have beegn bhullt along th
walls, and upon these shrouded figures
Ile and sleep or slt oross-legged aned
chat. Here and there men squat on th
ground, hugging the walls while work
ing away at their trados, I moticed
several tailors making gowns, a cob-
bler or so sewing on yellow slippers,
and also one or two paddler Th

were many little boys with sore heads
clogely shaven, and sore cves with flies

playing about thom, They #lopped and
gtared at us, and as we passed many
Arabs with beards scowled at us and
the camera, ‘There weore 1o women to
be seen, although I now and then
caught n gllmpee of sheeted e

which ran out of our way. In the Jew-

lsh quarter 1T saw some bare-faced girls
'

with earrings a8 big around as vr“;w h¢
tom of a pint cup. The Jewish
wern dressed like the Arabs

WITH THE MOORS AT

The town of Zenaga, which we noxt
visited, was of about the same char
acter as Bl Abid, save that its sirocta
were o !ttle wider and it had a bus-
ness section, This ran about a square
which could not have covered more
than a guarter of an acre, 1 have
seen many a stable vard quite gs
large. Around this were a number of
small stores with s matley erowd of

HOME

Arabg shopping and chatting outside |

them. Some of the men were huving
wool and others sugar and tea. The
average store was not much blgger

than a good sized dog kennel and t(he
oustomers stood In the street as thev
bargalned,

Here we left our horses in oharge
of the soldiers; and, at the suggestion

of Mr, Pascalet, vislted one of the
prineipal  cltizens, a merchant of
wealth, He was prabably worth 25600,

Wi met our host In the square T have
Just referred to, and went with htm
to his house, We ware told to wait &

nsed ehiefly for

glitting or loaling, the
sleeping ylaces | b

cept when the wenthe
Figuig sleaps with only 1he sky for a
cover, and the whols pulntion thus
practiges the open aly cure
Crossing the »ard \ were taken
up to the second ooy what I
! 1080 was the bhest ol the
§ hou It was about 29 feet uare,
| With & celllng at least 25 fent in
[ helght The walls waere w ewnih-
ed and the celling was deg d with
I pzlm leaves dyed rod and e T
| xoom eeemed well Hghted, although
it had only ons |iitlos window high up
] In the wall. ‘This had no glass ang it
was barr wilh fron With the &in-
| gle exe: r of @& rug alout ns big
| @2 o bed quilt there was o farniture
v ¢ Was not even a divan built ont
rom the wall as in some Moorish
houses. The room was porfectly bare,
TIEA A LA FIGUIO,
Novortheless our host secmed to
think his house very tine, and I doubt

not thit the rug was better than those

of many other homes in the town.
He motioned us to gt down unon it
and then fearing that we might not be |
comborable with our legs under us |
he had veral soap bhoxes brought I
end asked us to sit upon them, Wa
preferrad the rug After wo had
taken our geats about a half dpzen
dark faced, hearded men, relatives

and friends of our host, came (n and

ware introduced to us. They weroe
all Arabs, and we sat Logether crogs-
legged upon the 1'ag.

After a ghort time a slave appear-
ed with a. muskmelon and 4 bowl of
ripe dates, fresh from the trees. We
ate them with our fingers ay we
watehed the man of the house shake
the tea. He did this In an ofdd way,
Fle fivst put o handful of greon tea

In the pot, and then a bunch of green
mint leaves on top. He now Alled the

| POt with lumps of sugar which he
broke with a tack hammer from a
pound sugrr loaf as hard as vock
candy. He then poured on bolling

waler from o kottle brought In by &
slave and loft the liquor to Bteep, As
the sugar melted he added more from

the loat, and now and then Dut in
more mint tasting (he tea from timo
Lo tme vntil ke had it just right. Ho

then poured |t carefully out inw |ittle
wine gliasses, seeing that each guest’s
glnss was fAlled to Just the same
height. When all were pven he hands
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This cut, made for Young & Winge

falfa on their farm, on the beneh just
three stacks finjshed, with a fourth wel
from 456 acres of ground, lucern and tim
the fourth stack was finighed, they
tons from one cutting. This yleld s o
throughout the valley,
or two-thirds as much as the first,

The soll of these banch jands fs usu
sloping towards the center of the valley.
flows out over these benches would be
en reglons of southern Utal. Alkall is
lutely unneccessary, In 15 years 1 have
when the crops were properly attended

Besides large ylelds of hay and gra

Small fruit and vegetables are an ass

torial In the Deseret Nows:

“At a recent visit to the Teton Vall
deng teeming with choloe vegetables of
vor, the hushes taller than most men,
cumbers ready for use, small fruits, i
colors, and cows and calves were fal an
charged with life and force."

Also weo have the best pange left in
protected asg it is by the Government—
flock-masters are gotting rich without
reasons: Thoy live near the range, fee
tle and sheep grow larger, shoep clip 1
hay thoy cat.

Altogether conditions are most
manr: who |8 willing to work may, by th
money, become independent in a few y
325 per aoroe,

fav

For Information

YOUNG & WIN

The s¢cond orop,

"h
sN\erry "_\',. . .‘_ ) ' \ ig
PRSI Vo] AT Lot
r shows the Rigby Bros, putting up al-
outgide of “Teton canyon There are

I under way, These stacks are takon
othy, Ised from the first erop. When
measured, after settling 60 doye, 113
falr averaeg of bench land production

It properly handled, yioids about halt

Ly of heavy black loam gently
The pure, frosh mountaln water thut
an inspiring sight to the drouth-stricks-
unknown, and crop fallures are abhso-
nEver seon 4. crop fallure on this farm,
to.

in we ralse apples, plums and oherrvies
ured suceess, We quote from an odf-
ey, on the eastern benoch, we saw Rar

reat mlze, 1 phervies of excellent fla-
apple profusion on thrifty trees, cu-
h and plenty, fowers |n stavtling hrighi
af ind the pure, brading alr seemed
tly U'nited States and always will have,
In the Interest of Bonifide sottlors. Our
taking char of anxlous logs,for these
i | viorl Juniy dEhe Winter soasons, cite
carly enough wool extra Lo pay for the
orabhlie to the stock growae: ALy Young
¢ Investment ¢ small amount of
s, Land and water sells from $10 to
nd dress

GER. Driggs, Ida.

Saponifi

Pennsyloania Saponifier s

The Kind Your Grand-
mother Always

er Lye

Used.

the_original and old re.

&meral household uses.  Hay many imilations but no

equal.  The genuine has Pennsylvania Salt Afy.

Co, Phila., stamped on the lid

Ask your grocer for it. Take no other,

44444444145t rtrrrreecen

short time In the streot outside that
he might go In and 1ell higz women to
RO to ‘their own quarters as strange
men were coming.

A moment later the donr was open-
ed Wo first ontered a opurtyard
roofod by the sky and surrounded by
stables. In one stall there was a loom
a8t which a woman had been weaving |
a blankoet and in anothor o boy was
cutting up palm roots for firawood,

This court wae surrounded by mud
bulldings about 40 foet high They
were of two stories with a gallery
running around (he seeond floar.

’ These bulldings contatned the 1y ng |
rooms of the famlly, all of which
| faced on the gallery, Buch robms arve |
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Qur Prices Are Under Marke! Valug

s . — e

Our new stock of celebraterd Genedron Go-Carts amnd Bahy Car<
rlages have arcived and are now ready for  younr INSPCOEROD~= i C0s
frotm 8250 up, We are also exclusive agents for the world ronowoed
Gurland Sloves aud Ranges—ithe world's hest,

Sanltaire fron BDeds—10 yopr gunrantec against breaknres  of
any kind, and many orther exclusive up-to-date lnes of Furndture, et

Trade with your fricnds.

NEBRASKA FURNITURE CO

Botls "Phones No, 4870,
L o R

62 East 2nd Souwth Se.

44ttt t et roredecas

Francis G. Luke, General Mgr.

E--Don’t Pay

M. P. A. Rating
Book is being pre-
pared. What will

your rating be?

MERCHANTS’ PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION
Scientific Collectors of Honest Debts,

Fifth Floor Commercial Blk., Salt Lake City, Utah.
“Some People Don't Like Us,

Pure, raw linseed oil
costs less than “‘ready-
mixed'" paint, but when
mixed with thick

READY 7O MIX, NOT READY RIIXED

pigment

gallon for gallon, it
makes the best paint for the
least money.

MONARCH HARDWARE CO.,

SALT LAKE CITY.

ver Twenty Mil jon Dollars

Pald San Francisco elatmants by the following companies represent-
ed (n our offce,
Hartford Fire of

Hartford

North British & Mercantile of London
London Assurance of London

Phenix of Breoklyn

Hamburg-Bremen of Germany
Teutonia of New Orleans

Agricultural of Watertown, and
Seattle Fire & Marine of Washington.

Bulll on Jam, Ist, 19007, they bad asscis of over

One Hundred Thirty-Five Million Dollars

geetdent insorance, and lssne oontract, fudl

LEFT

In nddition to flre we also write plate glass, boller, borglury and

I and fidility bonds,

HEBER J. GRANT & C

Salt Lake Oity, Utah,
* 20-26 Somth Maln St

"WIE CAN WRITE YOUR INSURANCE"
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WALL PAPER

SALE!

Largest Stock and Low-
est Prices. Special sale
Remnants
and small lots, 10¢ to
M U ow

this month.

| 5¢ bolt,

RiversBros

140 Main Stroeck,
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