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come to any in times of great excile-
ent may have believed It his duty to

I; thay have associnted with others
of like mind and shared a comnmion

urpose to commit the worst and most
nfamous felony; but if he control
himself, if he remist the temptatfon
and do not commt the crime, or give
any manifestation of intention to com-
mit it, he is mot amenable to punish-
ment for hia thoughts. The law sup
poses that he will control himself. It
does not seek to take him in the
momeont when he is struggling with
teinptation to erime and, by any pro-
ooss, ; uncever his thoughts and 8o

unish him for euntertaining them.

o must nol be punished for thinking
a wrong. He may be punished oaly
for doing a wrong.

“This is a principle of justice growing
qut of universal human weskness. It
suppeses thut all men may contem-

late orime; that none are exempt
rom thoughes of wroog-doing. xl)t
does not seek, therefore, to force any-
one to reveal those uncommitted
wronga of which he is ‘conscious
with himself* alone. It respscts the
secrels of self-knowledge —that is-of
*gonsoience,” and it grants liberty of
self-knowledge — ‘freedom of con-
scjence’—until it has led to tha actual
commission of crime. The crime
must not merely have been thoughg
of, no matter how long the thought
may have persisted, or how atrong the
temptation may bhave been. here
must be eriminal aetion before legal
infamy can rightly follow. The test
oath, which pries into thoughts to find
whether or not they are eriminal that
infamy ma{ be inflicted, violates this
plain’ prinatple of justice. The Edaho
oath, directed agains, Mormons, is 1n-
tended to be such a test of thomght,
carrying wilh it the necessity either of
pergury or of the infamy which at-
tachus onuy to eriminal acts—which
cannot rightly attach to any uneom-
mitted corime, since uncommitted
crime 18 a contradiction of terms—a
mersa grammatical error in the nse of
words,
nbzard. Infamy follows crime, but
orime, as far as human laws are rightly
ooncerned with it, is an act, not a
thoughbt or a helief.flowaver wrong the
thought or belief may be. Those who
will examine tbe Idaho test oath will
easily see that its whole intentiop is to
puniah the though! of nncommi:tied
and thersfore non-existent crime. The
law raquires the citizen to swear:

**7 am not a member of any order,sect or
organtzution whieli teaches, advises or en-
courages the practice of bigamy or polyg-
amy, Oor any other crime deflned by law, as
8 doiy or privilege resulling or arising from
the [aith or pruagtice of sneh order, sect ¢r
Srganization ; or that teaches, counsels, en-
courages or advises any person or persons
to commit the ¢crime of blgamy or polyg:
amy, o any other crime defined by law, a8
a religious duty. That [ am not & bigam!lsl
or polygamist.” That I do not either pub-
1tely or privately teach, ecunsel, éncourage
or advjge any person or persons [0 euler
into bignmeus or polygamous relatlons or
into the relation known as “'plural or celes-
tin! marringe.” That I regard tho Consti-
tution of the United #tates and the Jaws
thereef, and of this Territory,us interpreted
by the conrts, an 1the supreme law of the
land; and that § will support and uphold
the same, the leashinge of any order, sect
or orgunizalion to the contrary notwith-
atanding, 50 help me God."

siMchammedan or Mormonism is
not the religion of this country. This
country can rightfully prohibit any
‘apecific aot of crime, as bigamy or

lygamy, as it may prohibit such

aman sacrifiees as practiced ocen-
-sionally in Hayti by negro voodeo
worshippers. nt no State of the
Union may righifully require a negro
to swenr Lhat he ia not himaself a voo-
‘doo worshipper and that he is Dot at

Illegical, incongeeivable and |
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the tirme of taking the oath thinking
of committing the crime of murder,
either as a religious acl or for any
other renson. If he manifests any in-
tention of conimitting the crime, he
can be legally and rightly locked up.
If he commits it, he can be hanged;
but if he were the lowest and most de
praved barbugian on earth, justice de-

rack and forced (o confess his
thoughta. The Mohammedan or
the Mormon must mnot commit
bigamy in the United States, but
the law which forces him to swear
whether or not he has thought of, or is
now thinking of, living with more
than one woman as a condition for any
reason, to him scemingly desirable, is
itself infamous with all the infamy it
seeks to inflict on him, in case it does
not force him to the crime of perjury
—in case he confesses that he regards
or that he has regarded nny desig-
nated crime as desirable.

It is alleged that ihose who have
been thus persecuted by the repub-
lican parity have become demoerate in
opposing their per-ecutors, and this
with wmany republicans is sufficlent
reason for forever denying them merey
or justice; but if it were politically
right to visit infamy on the thought of
wrong doing, Louisiana or Missis-
sipp1 might frame a test cath against
veodoism and sorcery, with their hor-
rible practices, which would disfran-
chise two-thirds of the Republicans in
those States. If Louisiana and Missis-
sippi Republicans were required to
swear: ‘I do not believe in or practice
conjuring, voodooism or any form of
sorcery or devil-worship,” two-thirds
of the Republicans in thoso States
would be forced either lo perjure
themselves, to accept legal infamy as
a punishment, or to accomplish the

actically impossible by becomin
intelligent enough to see the folly ol
their isnnmnt superstitionsa.

Besides, when we begin these tests
of belief and conscience, where aro
they to end? Colonel Robert G.In-
gorsoll delighta in saying of Presbyte-
rians worse and more bitter things
than its strongest opponents have
known how to say of Mormonism.
Whose thoughts are to be the standard
of right thinking? Who can be trusted
Lo inflict infamy for thought which s
extoried on oath from the self-knowl-
edge of those who have committed no
act of crime?

FISH AND GAME LEGISLATION.

AT each session of the Utah Legis-
Iature, attempts are made to remodel
the statutes which relate to fish and
game. The House spent most of
Thursdany, Febh. 13, In conridering
a bill having this ohject in view,
and the proceedings convinced spee-
tators that the solops were trying to
legislate upon a subject concerning
which most of them lknew very
little. They were apparently desir-
ous to serve the best interests of the
people relative to the matter, but diud
not seem to know how to reach that
object.

The only way in whiech this Terri-
tory can Le provided with a gool
! fish and gnme law is to bave a me-

thodical and scientific investigation
[or the whole Bubject made by com-
{ petent persons, and a law framed in

mands thut he be not put upon the|

aegordance’ with its resulis. Who
knowsenough of the halits of the
fishes, birds and animals found in'
this elevated mountain region
to be able to mnke nan in-
telligent statemont of them? Prob-
ably not a member of the as-
sembly claims to have such knowl-
elige, even from hearsay. And yet
to Jegislate upon this subject in the
abstnce of this information ia like
adininistering medicine to n patient
in the absence of a diagnoris.

The fisit and gnme interests of the
Territory are very important. They
involve a food supply for the people,
and should be protected nnd fostered
by intelligent laws. That laws re-
lating to them may be intelllgent,
it is ubsolutely necessary that more
complete information than that fn
the possession of the present Legis-
lature, relative to the sabject, shall
e procured. The usual metheod,
under these circumstances, is forn
commission to beappointed to collate
facts, make observations, and report
to the assembly a bill adapted to
the ends desired.

A WISE POLICY THE BEST.

MUCH ns we may deplore and re-
gret the methods by which Geo. M.
Seott has reached the Mayorulty,
we are free to admit that he is, in
many respects, head and shoulders
above his party. We have heard
something in relation to his views
on the situation. It is hoped the
infoermation Js correct, because it
would show that he proposes to be
governed by prudence, and some
consideration for justicé, in his of-
figial capacity. The sentimont, or
rather, pronounced feeling of a large
class of hls party favors the making
of 1 clean-swecp of nil theappointive
offices. The {den is, in that respect,
to obliterate every vestige of the
People’s Party from offigial position
in thismunicipality. Weunderstand
that Mr.8cott does not faver a voligy
of that charncter, He considers it
would be unwise, increasing rather
than diminishing the irritation al-
ready existing between the two
promipent classes of the commun-
ity.

This is a statesman-like attitude
and showns, if it be correct, that the
Liberals, in their choice of candi-
date for Mayor, probably selected the
most suitable man In their ranks.
We wish we were in a position to
say that the same course hnd lLeen
pursued regarding other candidates,
but truth forhids the making of any
such ridiculous statement. Most of
them gnined place on the ticket on




