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stonest them which are .sent unto thee, how of-
ten would I have gathered thy children together,
even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her
wi{:ﬂ, and ye would.not."” | |

ile I call yourattention to this passage of|
Scripture, I have in view the rich items that have
been presented here to-day, the light of the spi-
rit which has been manifest in revealing to us our
duty, that purity of life, that submission of con-
duct, that eorrect conrse which are ecalculated in
all things to enlighten the saints, and prepare
them for exaltation and eternal lives. How of-
ten, says the Savior, would I have gathered thy
children together; O! Jerusalem, as a hen gather-
eth her chickens under her wings, and would have
nourished you, but you would not.

These words were uttered by the Savior while
looking at the vast city and surrounding country
which was then inhabited by the Jews, who were
residing there in security, surrounded with
. plenty, and were at the same time almost uni-
versally in open rebellion against the law of hea-
ven.

It has been a very common saying in the world
that the Lord was able to do every thing, that he
could do any thing he had a mind to do, and ac-
complish whut he pleased; that he possessed uni-
versal power, and could* aceomplish what he un-
dertook. But what says our text? “How oft
would I have gathered you but yve would not™
This indicates that he could not do it, because
they were not willing; thatis the wuy we under-
stand the language. It is plain also from the text
that if the people of Jernsalem, the children of
Israel, would have listened and would have been

thered,he would have nourished them, and con-

erred upon them the principles of salvation, the
laws of exaltation which it was his desire to give
them. Let me say then,that from the fourdation
of the world, or, in other words, from the fall of
man until the period of the declaration of the
words of our text, we find plainly illustrated, in
the whole history conteined in the sacred book,
the principle that the Lord wished to reveal unto
the children of men things which had been hid
from before the fourdation of the world, prin-
ciples which would exalt them to celestial thrones,
but they would not, or, which amounts to the
‘sams, he could never find a people, could never
communicate with a generation or a very nume-
rous body of men that would obey his eommand-
ments, listen to his cousel, and observe his wis-
dom, or be led by his revelations.

Some of my friends may think I am doing in- |
justice by these remarks to the Zion of Eunoch.
.Iam aware that the Lord did in the davs of
Enoch gather together enough of the inhabitants
of the earth to build a eity, but in consequence of
the rebellion, the wickedness, and oppression of
the great mass of maunkind he conld not save that
city from destruction only by taking it unto his
own bosom; hence went forth the su}'iuﬁ'uf old,
“Zion is fled.” So far as revesled records show,
that is the nearest he ever eame to the point of
accomplishing the end of his undertaking touch-
iug the redemption of the haman fatnily up to the
duys of the Savior.

As we have learned from Elder Hyde's sermon
this afternoon, the same thing is illastrated in the
history of Joseph; he wished to reveal the will of
God to his brethren, but they rebelled, and sold
him into Egypt. Moses undertook to give the
children of Israel the laws of the priesthood to
maka them a holy peopie, a chosen generution,a
kingdom of priests, but what was the Jresult?
'They would not receive it; and altho® God had
delivered them from the plagnes of Egypt, from
the hands of Pharaoh, brought them through the
Red Sea, and led them by a cloud by day and a
pillar of fire by night, yet, when Moses went into
the presence of God to receive his law, to receive
those principles that were to magnify them, and
make them a kingdom of priests, a holy people,
they, a whole people, concluded that it was best
to worship a calf. “Why, said they, our neigh-
bors worship calves, they have gods, they ' have
idols,and we wish to worship something that we
can see, for we do not know what has become of
this Moses, and we want a god that we cun see,

and handle.”

In taking a passing glance of this subject, we
find the same attempt was made in the days of
Solomon, the wise king of Israel. The Lord un-
dertook to prepare a place, a house wherein he
could reveal unto his people the law of exaltation.
He made the attempt, but before that house conld
be completed, one of the very men through whom
the ordinances of exaltation were to be revealed
must be put te death by the cruel treachery of
wicked men, stirred up by the adversury which
frustrated the design, The keys of the priest-
hood consequently had to be kept a secre!, and
years after, the prophets were lamenting, mourn-
ing, cumplaiuiuﬂund finding fault with the peo-
ple because the Lord could never be permitted to
reveal the fulness of his will to the children of
men. Micah, a‘ter reflecting how often the Lord
had attempted to reveal hislaw, and as his eye by
the spirit of prophecy glanced down through the
vista of time to the last days, exclaims in a trans-
port of joy, “But in the last days it ‘shall come to
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The result of his divine mission is manifested in
the words of our text, “O Jerusalem, J Bﬂlﬂh;.
how often would I have gathered you as ahen
gathereth her chickens under her wings but “ye |
would not.”* | F‘H

Says John, when speaking of our Savior “Iie
came unto his own, and his own received him not.
But as many as received him, to them gave he
power to become the sons of God.” Power was
given them to become the sons of God and joint
beirs with Christ; hence the principles of exalt-
ation were clearly illustrated by Jesus Christ and
his Apostles, yet the people weuld not receive
them. Inafew years afterwards we find that
every person who preached the pure gospel of
Jesus B‘Lriﬂ was doomed to destruction by the
hands of wicked men; the power of the adver-
sary increased, Puganism overwhelmed the true
church, and Pagan (nstitutions were substituted
instead; and the Christain religion either had to
hide itself in the dens and caves of the earth, or
bow to the unmeaning mummeries of ancient Pa-

n Reme. Notwithstanding this, the Lord had

is eye upon the great point to be attained, the
great object to be accomplishéd, when he would
again attempt to gather the children of Israel to-
gether, and nourish them, and teach them of his
ways, and learn them to walk in his paths.

The very first moment after the angel of God
had communicated to Joseph Smith the revela-
tion of the fullness of the gospel, what do we dis-
cover? We discover thatall the blood hounds of
earth and hell were let loose upon him. The
very first attempt that could be made to beur tes-
timony of the gospel was to be thwarted by per-
necuﬂun.thudﬁ:ut ial thunder was immegiately
let loose, and as the old Quaker said to the dog
that came to his store, being a little offended at
the animal, #“1 will not kill thee, but I will give
thee a bad name,” so he turns him out and hol-
loes, “bad dog,”’ juﬂg!n%erigbtly that somebody
would suppase him to mad, and shoot hiimn,
That was the devil’s plan, when this ;:nqbel was
first introduced, the ery was, “false prophet, im- |
poster, delusion, fornication, mixed up with every
kind of slander,

Every person who is well acquainted with the
history of this Church knows that at the com-
mencement of it the persecutions commenced,
and they continued to increase until the death of
tha Prophet. Forty-seven times he wasarrsinged
before the tribunals of law, and had to sustajn all
the expense of défending himself in those vexa-
tious suits, and was every time acquitted. He
was never found guilty but ence. 1 have been
told by Patriarch Emer Harris that on & certain
occasion he was brought before a mamistrate in
the State of New York, and charged With having
cast out devils; the magistrate after hearing the
witnesses decided that Le was guiity, ]:1.;‘(l as the
statutes of New York did not provide a panish-
ment for casting outdevils, he was acquitted.

The limited amount of time, which 1 may use
this afterthoon, compels me to take but a partial
glance at certain points thut I wish to notice in
connection with our text. g

Among the first principles that were revealed
to the children of men in the last days was the

Thuw that building so far finished as to be de-
dicated; this was what the Lord wanted, he wish-
ed them to provide a place wherein he could re-
veal to the children of inen those principles that
will exalt them to eternal ggry, and make them
saviors on Mount Zion. Four hundred and six-
teen elders, priests, teachers, and deacons met in
the Kirtland Tempie, on the evening of its dedi-
cation. 1 can see faces here that were in that as-
sembly. ‘The Lord poured his spirit upon us,
and gave us some little idea of the law of anoint-
ing, und conferred upon us some blessi He
taught us how to shout hosannah; gave Joseph
the keys of the gathering together of Israel, and
revealed to us, what? Why the fact of it was he
dare not yet trust us with the first key of the
priesthood. He told us to wash ourselves, and that
almost made the women mad, and they said, as
they were not admitted into the Temple while
this washing was being performed, that some
mischief was going on, and some of them were
right huffy about it

We were instrueted to wash each other’s feet,
as an evidence that we had borne testimony of
the truth of the gospel to the world.. We were
taught to anoint each other's head with oil in the
name of the Lord, as an ordinance of 'anointing.
All these things were to be done in their time,
place, and season. All this was plain and simple,
yet some apostatized because there was not more
of it,and others because there was tbo much.

Oun the evening after the dedication of the Tem-
ple, hundreds of the brethren received the miun-
istering of ungels, saw the light aud personages
of angels, and bore testimony of it.  They spake
inmew tongues, and had a greater manilestation
of the power of God than that described by Luke
on the day of Peutecost. Yet a great portion of
the persons who saw  these manifestations, in a
few years, and some of them ia a few weeks,
apostatized. If the Lord had on that occasion re-
vealed one single sentimment more, or went one
step further to reveal more fally the law of re-
demption, I belisave he would have upset the
whole of ns. The fact was, he dare not, on that
very aceount, reveul to us a single priuciple far-
ther than he had done, for he had tried, overand
overaguin, todo if] He tried at Jerusalem; he
tried away back before the flood; he tried in the
days of Moees; and he had tricd, from time to
time, to find a people to whom ' he could reveal
the law of salvation, and he never could fully ac-
complish it; and he was determined this time to
be 8o careful, and advance the idea so slowly, to
communicute them to the children of men with
such great caution that, at'all huzards, a few of
them inight be able to understand and obey. For
says the Lord, “my ways are not as your ways,
nor my thoughts as your thoughts; for as the
hewvens are higher than the earth, so are my ways
than your waye, and my thoughts than your
thonghts.”

For icstance, you tell a man he must be bap-
tized for the remiscion of his sins; then the query
arises, “*what use isit todip a man in water?’
You tell a mau he should repent of his sins,cen-e
to do evil, and learn to do well, nnd the answer is,
“well, and what is the reuson of ‘all that!"™  Tell

gathering; the first revelations that were given to

of the saints. What is the gathering for? Why
was it that the Savior wished the children of Tsrael
to gather together? It was that they might be-
come united and provide a place wherein he could
reveal nunto them keys which have been hid
from before the foundation of the world; that he
could nufold unte them the laws of exaltation,
and make them a kingdom of priests, even the
whole people, and exalt them to thrones, and do-
minionus in the celestial world.

For this purpose, in 1833, the saints com-
menced to build a Temple in Kirtland, the cost of
which was not less than one hundred thousand
dolkars. A mers handful of saints commenced
that work, but they were full of faith and energy,
and wil!iuﬁ;:s they sapposed, to sacrifiee eyery
thing for the building up of Zion. In a few weeks
gome of them apostatized; the teials wers too
great, the troubles were too severe. 1 know per-
sons who apostatized beeause they supposed they
had reasons; for instance, a eertain family, after
haviog traveled a long journey, arrived in Kirt-
land, and the Prophet asked them to stop with
him until they could find & place.  Sigter Emma,
in the mean time, asked the old lady if she would
have a cap of teato refresh her alter the fatigues
of the journey, or a cup of coffce. This iﬁmle
family apostatized becuuse they were invited to
tkaea cup of tea, or coffie, after the word of wis-
dom was given.

Another family, about the same time, aposta-
tized because Joseph Smith came down ont of the

translating rcom, where he had been translatin
by the gift and power of God, and Ebmmﬂllﬂts-.
plaving with his little children. Some snch trials
as these, you know, had to be encountered.

I recollect a gentleman who came from Canada,
and who had been a Methodist, and had alwavs
been in the habit of praying to a Ged who had no |
ears, and as a matter of course had to shoat and

pass that the mountain of the house of the Lord
shall be established in the tops of the mountains,
and it shall beexalted above the hills, and people
shall flow unto it and many nations shall come,
and say, come and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, and to the house of the God of
Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we
will walk in his paths; for the law shall go forth
of Zion, and the word of the Lord from Jerusa-
Iﬂ'm-" .

This was just a glimpse that the prophet had
of ths establishment of the purposes of Je-
Wovah in the last days. He saw the nations flow-
ing to the tops of the mountains to receive that
law of redemption which the world would net
receive in the meridian of time, whean the Savior
made his appearance, and presented himself to the
house of Israel, chose his apostles, conferred up-
on them the keys of the priesthcod, and sent

them forth to bear testimony to the sons of men. 'compared with what we have now to endure.

halloo pretty loud to make him hear. Father
Johnson asked him to pray in their family wor-
ship in the evening, and he got on such a high
key, and bhalloed so loud that he alarmed the
whole village. Among others, Joseph came run-
ning out, saying, *whut is the matter? I thought
by the noise that the heavensand the earth were
coming together’,and said to the mau‘that he ought
not to give way to such an enthusiastic spirit, and
bray so much like a jackass.’ = Because Jose

said that, the poor man put back to Canada, and
apostatized; he thought he would not pray to a
God who did not want to be sereamed at with all
one’s might. :

We progressed in this way while we were
building the Kirtland Temple. The saints had a
great many traditions which they had borrowed
from their fathers, and laid the foundations, and

hitn thut he should receive the imposition of hands

the Church were to command them to gather,and | on his hiead for the reception of the Holy Ghost,
gand Elders to seck out a plice for the gathering | and he will feel some as the old woman did whers

[ ‘was preachivg and baptizing in Buglind. An
old lady came to be baptized, we uccordingly bap-
tized her. When the time came to attend to the
oroinance of confirmation, | began to confirm the
company of new disciples. I had noticed that
she lacked soap and water, things thut  evidently
wera gexarce» nbout her house. When 1 came np
to lay my hands upon har, says she, “don’t you
lay vour filthy paws upon my head.” The fact
of it was, she had received all the Jaw of redemp-
tion she could receive, and the law of laying on
ol hands looked so foolish to her that she would
not have anything to do with it

This serves to illustrate the saving that our
waysure not as the ways of the Lord, nor our
thoughts as lis; neither do the plans which the |
Lord has devised for the good of mnan corregpond
with the plans and views which men devise for
theirown good. Now il the Lord had consider-
ed it wisdom, on the day of the Kirtland endow-|
ment and great solemn assembly, to come for-
ward and reveal to the children of men the facts
that ‘are laid down plaiuly in the Bible, and had
have told themn that without the law of sealing no
man eould be exalted to a throne in the celestial
kingdom, thatis, without he had a woman by his
side; and that no woman could be exalted in the
celestial world without she was exalted with a
man at her head; that the man is not without the
womin, nor the woman without the man in the
Lord; bad he revealed this simple sentiment, up
would have jamped some man saying, “what! got
to have a wothan sealed to mein order to be
saved, in order to be exalted to thrones,dominions,
and eternal incredase?’ Yee. “I do not believe a
word of it, I cannot stand that, for I never in-
tended to get married, I do not believe in any of
this nonsensc.” At the same time, perhaps some-
body else might have had fuith to receive it.
Again mp jumps somebody elze, “br. Joseph I
have had two wives in my lifetime, cannot I
have them both in eternity?” ¢“No.” 1If he had
suid yes, perhaps we should all have apostatized
atorc:.

Now I will illustrate this still further. The
Lord did actually reveal one principle to us there,
and that one principle wasapparently so simple,
and so foolish in their eyes, that a great many
apostatized over it, because it was so contrary to
their notions, and views. It was this, after the
people had fasted all day, they sent out and got
wine and bread, and blessed them, and distributed
them to the multitude, that is, to the whole as-
sembly of thebrethren, and they ate and drank,
and prophesied, and bore testimony, and contin-
ued so to do untilsome of the High Council of
Missouri stepped into the stand, and, as righteous
Noahdid when he awoke from his wine, com-

built that Temple with great toil and guffering,

meneced to curse their enemies. You never felt
such a shock go through any house, or company,

 they

‘not ferari

in the world as went through that: There was
almost a rebellion because men would get up and
curse their enemies; although they could remem-
ber well‘that it is written that Neah cursed hix
own grandson, and that God recognized that
curse to such an extent that, at this day, millions
ofdhlu posterity are consigned to perpetual servi-
tude.

Many men are foolish enough to think that they
can thwart the power of Gocﬁ and can liberate
the sons of Ham from that curse before its time
has expired. Some of the brethren thought it was
best to apostatize, because the spirit of cursing
was with men who had been driven from Mis-
souri by mob violence.  Yet, every word that
ophesied has been fulfilled. They prop-
hesied that the bones of many of those murder-
ers should bléach ou the prairie, and that birds
should pick out their eyes, and beasts devour
their flesh. Men who have truversed the plains
of Mexico, California, Neberaska, and Kansas,

‘| have often seen the fulfillment of that prophecy

in the most marvelous manner. We have seen
their names upon trees,en the heads of old trunks.
and bits offboards;the names of men that I knew,
and 1 knew just as well, in the Kirlland Temple,
what would be their fate, as [ know now. But
that tried us, some of us were awfully tried about
it. The Lord dared not then reveal anything
more; he had given us all we could swallow; and
persecution raged around us to such an extent
that we were obliged to forsake our beautiful
Temple, and flee into the State of Missouiri.

He there put us into another sieve, and sifted
us good, and ‘we were then driven from the State
of Missouri, leaviog the Prophet and a good m:-
ny of his brethrenin prison. We thus passed
on from the year I837 uutil the year 1843, when
the Lord concluded that the people who had been
gathered, since the scaltering from Missouri, had
been made acquainted with the principles of his
kingdom so long, that they must have become
strong enough for him to reveal one sentiment
nmore. :

Whereupon, the Prophet goes up on the stand,
and, after prexching about every thing else he
could think of in the world, at lust hints at the
idea of the law of redemption, mskes a bare hint
at the law of sealing, and it produced such a tre-
mendous excitement that, as soon as he had ggor
hisdiuner half eaten, he had to go back to the
stand, and unpreach all that he had preached, and
left the people to guess at the maiter. While he
was thus preaching he turned to the men sitling
in the stand, and who were the men who should
have backed him up, for instanee, to our good ola
President Marks, William and Wilson Law, and
Father Cowles, and a vumber of other individuuls
about Nauvoo,for this occarred when the T'welve
were in the Easteru portions of the United States,
and suid, *'if I were to reveal the things that God
has revealed to'me.if I were to réveal to this peo-
ple the doctrines that I know 'are for their exalti-
tion, these men would spil my blood.” This
shows the improvement that had been, the ud-
vaneement that had heen made, and the light that
had been attwined. He alsoszid, that there were
imen and women in that congregation who imagin-
ed themselves almost perfeet, and ‘'who would op-
pose and reject the principles of' exaltation, and
would never fully realize their mistake until the
morning of the resurrection. I was ot there, und
did not hear the discourse; but persons were there
who could write two or three words of u sen-
tence, and I'profess to be good envugh at gues-
uinIg, to tell what the balance was.

n tracing the history of this Charch through
the records 1 make myself acquainted with cir-
cumstances, and I cannot bot see illostrated be-
fore the eyes of the whole people the fatherly care
that God had te taks in revealing to this people
the law of exaltation. Finally he revedled so
much of it that William Law, one of the Flirst
Presidency, and one of the most sanctimonious
men in Israel, got alarmed for fear thut Joseph
was going to kill him, and he called the whole
of the Police before the City Council, and hed
them all sworn, and cross examined, to find out
if Joseph had iustructed any of them te kill him.
I told some of the boys, at that time, that he
knew he had done something, that he onght to
die for, or he would not be so afraid of his best
friends. Joseph said to the Council and Police,
“] mightlive, as Casar might have lived, were it
ght hand Brutus; ”and the illustration
of that saying is most elearly shqwn by Willian,
Law’s operations in bringing about the murder
of the Prophet. The men who were in his bo-
som, shared his confidence, and profeéssed to be
his warmest and best friends, were the men to
treacherously shed his blood.
~ Why? Because he had revealed one addition-
al principle ol the law of redemption, that is,that
“the manis not withont the woman nor the
woman without thé man in the Lord;* that if a
man went to the eternal world without obeying
the law of sealing, he wonld remain forever alone,
forever a servant, and could never have any in-
crease; that if a woman entered the celestial
world without having complied with the law of
sealing, as intrusted hy the Savior to his Apostles,
she would remain forev:r alone, and without any
increase; and if either man or woman shonld re-
ject the principles of that law, they would for-
ever lament and mourn that they might have
been exalted to an eternal increase, and an ever-
lasting dominion, but they would not have it.

There was a very high degres of hypocrisy
manifested in the manners of this President Wil-
liam Law that always astonished me. I have
learned, in writing history, one or two very sin-
gular instances.

In 1843 Joseph Smith was arrested two hun-
red and fifty miles [rom home;the saiuts felta great
anxiety for his safety; hundreds of individusls
went oat of Nauvoo on horseback,and took po-
gsession of allthe roads between the Mississippi
and lllinois rivers, and some set out on a steam-
boat, with a determination to examine every boat

on the rivers, and attuck any one that had him
on board; and some of the most rapid marches



