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is I1 am told greater than that of the
chief justice of the united states he
very kindly had me shown through his
mills stipulating first that I1 should not
ask questions of the operators about
wages etc he told me that the china
trade was becoming a great one for our
cotton mills and if our chinese exports
were entirely cut off some of the mills
would not be working he complained
about the low freight rates which were
awarded to the new england mills by
the ships which carry the texas cotton
from galveston and gave me to under-
stand that the competition in making
cotton good was becoming so great that
it would hardly pay to build new mills
As he said this I1 looked out of the win-
dow and saw the new plant
which he was himself constructing and
it seemed to me that his new invest
ment was at variance with his statement

I1 have found the same condition
existingexisting inin georgia at the town otof
columbusus there are five cotton mills
which make colored goods they turn
outbout millions of yards of shirting towels
and other goods every year and they
give employment to thousands ofef
people the eagle and phoenix
factories there have eighteen hundred
ands and they use fifty bales of cotton
every day these mills paid good divi-
dends for years and since their
organization they have doubled their
capital stock they ship bickingstickings to
canada and other parts of the north
and they compete with the new
england mills am told in the differ
entnt markets it is said that the swift
mills of columbus made more than ii11
per cent above the dividends otof 8 per
cent which they declared last year or a
profit of about ig19 per cent on their in-
vestment these mills make cheviotscheviouschevi
denims hickory stripes fancy skir tings
and other goods of like nature they
make turkish towels and other fine
goods they do beautiful coloring and
this notwithstanding that the cotton
men of new england used to claim
that the south could never do fine work
because the southern streams were
muddy and would not bleach the goods
properly this is the case with many of
the streams but the swift mills got over
this by bleaching their water colum-
bus is on the chattahoochee river the
water of which is something like pea
soup this is the water used for bleach-
ing the goods it is clarified by running
it into an enormous tank and then put-
ting a little alum in it the tank con-
tains gallons of water and it is
filled every afternoon into it at inter
vals every week is dropped about fafortyarty

pounds of alum this pprecipitatesapitate S the
dirt and makes the wawaterr as Cclearae r as
crystal and the cost aallI1 totoldd isis not
moremorethanthan 5050 dentscents per weeweek

another great cotton making center
in georgia is the city of augusta it
has twelve factories with a capital stock
of more than it pays out
more than a year to its factoryto
employedemp loyes and during the hardest 0of
times its mills have been running at full
speed and paying full wages theyey
have all along paid dividends of 6 per
cent and upward and they are making
big money today some of these mills
make shee tings and different kinds of
fine colored goods some of the
augustuaugusta cotton goods go to england
and a part of their output is sold in
boston

one of the reasons the south can

make money inin manufacturing is that
there are practically no labor organiza-
tions here there is so far no chance
torfor the walking delegate in south
carolina and trades unions are
practically unknown there are but
few strikes and you hear no talk of the
eight hour law the laborers work
from eleven to twelve hours they
work hard too and they are glad to
get a chance to work they are al-
most altogether white people the
negroes are not employed in the cotton
mills I1 have been told again and again
that they do well on the plantations and
for rough work but they are of no value
in handling machinery the factory
labor of the south comes from the
farms it is largely made up of what
used to be called the poor white trash
of people who are accustomed to living
off of little and who did not see a jio10
bill from oneon yearseyears end to the other it
was like the millennium for these per-
sons to get their wages regularly twice a
month and they are happy in their
work although their pay is much less
than that of the northern laborer who
works fewer hours they live much
better now than they did when working
onoil their farms

their log cabins have been changed
to pretty little cottages such as you may
see by the hundreds scattered around
every big cotton mill center of the
south they are it seems to me more
happy and better situated than the fac
tory operatives of the north they are
equally intelligent and the mill men tell
me that the supply of labor is practically
unlimitedted

in some places the factory employedemp loyes
are saving money some of the mills
have savings banks connected with
them and business has generally im-
proved in the cotton milling centers it
will I1 believe continue to improve andnd
today there is no part of the united
states in a better financial condition
than that through which I1 have been
traveling the increase in the money
thrown into circulation by such means is
enormous in 1880 the south bad in
round numbers invested in
different kinds of manufacturing by
1890 the capital stock had increased to
six hundred and fifty nine million
dollars the gain during this time was
thirty six per cent greater in the south
than in the rest of the country and the
increase in the wages paid was greater
than the increase in the capital stock
in 1880 the factory hands of the south
got about in wages and inzap1890 they received more than

or just about three times as much
at the present time the south has in
round numbers about five hundred cot-
ton mills and the amount of money in-
vested in cotton manufacturing is I1 am
told in the neighborhood of one hun-
dred and twenty millionmillien dollars

the cotton factories of the south are
fitted out with the finest of machinery
they are equipped with the latest in-
ventionsveventil ions and everything that will save a
cencentt is bought without regard to cost
I1 went through the big mill at spartan-
burg today the plant cost about

it covers several acres of ground
it has three stories and every bit of it
hums with machinery much of the
cotton is brought directly from the gin
to the mill and in this case there is no
freight to pay other cotton is shipped
in from the plantations nearatar by and to-
day a great part of the cotton used in

the factories of this company has to be
imported let us follow one of the cot-
ton bales through the factory and see it
turned from lint into cloth the bale is
first broken open and the cotton is
thrown upon an endless chain or belt
which carries it up through the mill
breakoutbreak sUtskit up and picks it to pieces it is
passed through machines which take
out the dirt run through great rollers
which separate the little strands of the
lint put them together again and finally
leave them joined almost into yarn
the cotton finally comes from these
machines in a continuous web which
looks like cotton batting handle it
now and you will find that it is much
finer and whiter than when it was in the
bale it next goes to the carding
machine where it is run through wheels
or cylinders covered with wire teeth
these teeth are so fine that there are
thousands of them on a square tootfoot of
surface they brush and comb the cot-
ton as it goes through them and it
comes out finally in the shape otof a seem-
ingly endless strand or rope of soft
yarn this rope at the beginning is
bigger around than a mans thumb it
is almost an inch in thickness but it is
as soft as down it passes from these
machines on through other twisting
machines being gradually twisted finer
and growing smaller and smaller until
it at last is of about the size of a fishing
line feel it now it is still soft
another strand of the same size which
has been reduced from another rope isis
united with it and the two are twisted
and re twisted by machinery until they
are of the size of the finest cotton
thread

the rope of an inch in thickness is now
so small that it would thread a needle
the fibers have been doubled several
hundred times and they are now down
to the strength and size needed for the
making of cloth As they come from
the machine they are rolled upon spin-
dles or long spools and are ready for
the beavingVea ving room another set of
threads are wound upon rollers of the
width of the cloth these are to make
the long threads of the cloth the sspin-
dles

P
are to move in and out between the

longon threadsrea s anand mmakee thee sshortor threadsr
which go across the piece of cloth in
the weaving room there are thousands
on thousands of these spindles flying to
and fro back and forth through the
cloth each loom is attended by a airlgirl
or man and a great factory like din fillsalls

the room thread by thread the great
rolls of cloth are turned out but the
spindles work so fast that thousands of
yards are woven every day and the
shuttle flies from one side of the loom
to the other about one hundred and
fifty times every minute the cloth has
to be cleaned and smoothed up after it
is finished it is then packed up inin
bales much like cotton bales and is
shipped to south america and Asia and
even to europe

it is important in preparing cotton for
the foreign market that it be put in
tain kinds of packages some of that
which goes to south america has to be
shipped so that it can be carried over
the mountains on the backs of mules
and the factories find that each country
has its own special kinds of cloth and
special bundles we study the foreign
markets less than any other nation and
I1 am told that our raw cotton goes to
europe in worse shape than that of any
other country the covering of the


