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3gﬁmjﬁfﬁithéqe?{‘ He had previously | Him; if we appl

told them: __“it‘_ ye love me keep my
commandments.,”’ v .
“How long? For a day? Keep the
commandments of the Lord for a week?
Observe and do His will for a month
or a year? There is no promise, to any
individual, that I haveany Enowledge
of that he shall receive the reward of
the just unless he is faithful to the end.
If we fully understand and faithfally
earry out, in' our lives, the saying of
Jesus, ‘‘If ye love me, keep my com-
mandments,” we shall be prepared to
go back and dwell in the presence of
the erand the Son. e @t
What are His commandments? Did
He ever feach the people anything that
is wrong? If we read the requirements
made by Jesus, by the Father, or by
any messenger gcnt from the Heavens
to the children of mer§ we shall find
nothing that will injure any human
being or that will destroy the soul of
one of the sons or daughters of Adam
and Eve. Many think that the sayings
and doings of gome of the prophets and
gervants of God, in ancientand medern
times, said and done in obedience to the
eommands of the Lord Almighty, tend
to evily but it is not .so. All.God’s re-
quirements tend to good to His chil-
dren. Any notion to the contrary is
the result of ignorance. The human
family are enveloped in ignorance so far
as the origin and object of their exist-
ence here is concerned. Their ignor-
ar ce, superstition, darkness and blind-
ness are very apparent to all who are
in the least enlightened by the spirit ef
truth, They seek to hide themselves in
ignorance and blindness rather than

‘our minds faithfally |
and diligently, day by day, to know
and understand the mind and will of
God, it is as easy asg, yes, I will say
easier than, it is to know the ntinds of
each other, for to know and understand
ourselves and our own being 1s to know
and understand God and His being. It
is true there is a great deal of specula-
tion in the world; and it becomes more
apparent every year; and it will eon-
tinue 8o until the people believe in the

over to infidelity. See the seots and
parties springing up here and springing
up there, from this and that, and em-
bracing this and the other phantom; or
following after this and that dream or
phantasy of their imagination. They
are dividing and subdividing, and drift-
ing, as fast as time can roll, into infi-
delity. ' '
Who will know the Son of God? Who
will know that Jesus is the Christ?
Who, in this our day, can say as Peter
did, “Thou art the Christ, the Bon of
the living God.” How many will come
to this? Very few. How often I have
contemplated the condition of the
Christian world! ' I have preached the
gospel to hundreds of thousands of
them. Didthey believe? If they did,
they did not yield obedience. They
would contend and argue against the
truth, but ‘only cne heére and another
there, or agitis written, ‘“‘one of & city
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gospel of the Son of God or are given !
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the Iﬁsw J afmlam“. He will not send
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His angels from the heavens to go to

the mountains to c¢ut the timber and
make it intolumber to adorn the city of
Zion,! He has ealled upon us to do this
work; and if we will let Him work by,
through and with us, He ¢an accom-
plish " it;’ otherwise we ‘shall fall
short and shall never have the honor of
building up Zion on the earth, Is this
40?7 Oertaiﬂlg. Well, then, 1et us keep
the commandments.

What are His commandments to us?
Has He commanded us to build an ark?
No. He told Noah to do that for the
salvation of those whowould go into it;
and after he had built" it, and had
preached righteousness for a long space
of time warning the people of the com-
ing judgments of the Almighty, how
many believed his testimony? Oanly
eight souls, and they were members of
| his "own hmily.' All the reat were
swept from the face of the earth. ' This
is according to the acecount given to us
in the Old Testament, which we believe.
I know that there are a great many in
the world who arée so wise in their own
eyes that they are not disposed to be-
lieve the' aceount contained in the
F Bible of the Credtion, of Adam and Eve

in the Garden of Eden, the antediluvian
world and other things, but we profess
to believe, and we do, or should'believe
these things,

“"The Lord has'szid that He will neéver

and two of a family,”’ or, to reverse it,

learn who they are and the object of

their being here.
family know of God or Jesus, or of the.
words which IThave quoted, “If ye love
me keep my commandments?’’ “‘Search

one of a family and two of a city,
would obey it,  and gather with the
Saints. Many eof thote who have
gathered, when they have been blessed
with a few of the good things of this
life, have lifted their heels against
Jesus and in oppesition to His com-
mands and revelations,and have tarued
away to fables. I have often asked this
question, *““Has one half of those who
have obeyed the gospel and been baptiz-
ed into the church ever gathered with
the Saints?”’ Wo, they have not; and
to many who have gathered the gospel
soon became like a dream, ' Theéy have
had their minds opened and seen things
correctly; they have had the manifesta-

What do the human | tions of the Spirit of the Lord and have

rejoiced in the truth; but by and by,
threugh the lusts of the flesh, they

to the world ond have forgot the gospel

the seriptuzes for in them ye think ye | and its blessings.

have eternal life,” “says Jesus, “‘and
they are they which  testify of me,”

They testify of the Savier, of His doc-
trines and requirements, and of the
ordinances of His house; the plan of
salvation is there portrayed, and an
person  who : follows its dietation
‘may redeem himself from the thraldom
of sin, and know, by the spirit, that
Jesus is the Christ. . All who will take
this course will know by revelation
that God is our Father; they will un-
derstand the relationship they hold to
Him and to their fellow beings. The
world may in vain ask the question
““‘who are we?’’ But the gospel tells us
that we are the sons and daughters of
that God whom we serve, Some say
‘‘we are the children of Adam and
Eve.”” So we are, and they are the
children of our Heavenly Father. We
are all the children of Adam and Eve,
and the
Him who dwells in the Heavens, the
highest Intelligence that dwells any
where that we have any knowledge of.
Here we find ourselves, and when in-
fants, the most helpless and ‘needing
the most eare and aftention’ ef any
creature that comes into being on the
face of the earth, Here we find in our-
selves the germ and the foundation, the
embryo of exaltation, glory, immortal-
ity and eternal lives. As we grow up
we receive strength, kKnowledge and
wisdom, some more and some less: but
only by keeping the commands of the
Lord Jesus can we have the privilege
of knowing the things pertaining to
eternity and our relationship to “the
Heavens. /. » <45 }

When I contemplate the effects of
keeping the commands of the Lord,
and look at the Christian world I can-
not help bélng struck™ With the differ-

y and we are the offspring of | who profess to believe in the gos
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| Itis most assuredly. I know that many

Is this the case with theBaints? Tt is
the case with many who' have been
called Saints, and yet we say that the
Latter-day Saints, as' a body, are the
best people that ean be found. Who
would have done as they have? Who,

Y | in the world, aré willing to ‘'manifest

that they 'are believers in the Leord
Jesus Christ, in the prophets and apos-
tles, and in Joseph Smith? 'One of the
apostles, writing of confessing - the
Savior, eays, ‘‘Every gpirit that con-
fesseth that Jesus is the Christ is of
God; and every spirit that eonfesseth
nol that Jesus is the Christ is not of
God.” Isay that every spirit that eon-
fesseth Jesus to be the Savior of the
world, the Old and New Testament and
theBook ofMormon to betrue,andJoseph
Smith to be a prophet, is of God; but
every apirit that does not confess these
things is not of God.

I can say to my brethren and sisters
pel of
the Bon of God, as it has been revealed
to us in these latter days, that we need
to pay attention to our faith, and to ob-

proceeds out of the muuth of God, or we
shall not be preépared to inherit that
glory that we anticipate, ' TIs this 80?

Latter-day Saints think when they
bave obeyed the gospel made a sacrifice

ence of the results 'which flow from
serving God and Satan.
for many years y

I have triéd to learn all that they know.
But what does it amount to?
How many chapters, pamphlets; and
volumes have been written upon the

Holy Ghost,the birth of the Savior,and | w

concerning the being of that God
whom we serve? But who knows the
truth per ‘to these subjects or to

_ I have dwelt, | is the man that knows how to lay the | vo ,
in the Christian world, | first rock for the wall that is to sirr- | hands laid on for the reception of the

any one of them? Not one. But all
who keep the commandments of Jesus
havetbe

in forsaking their homes, perhaps their
parents, huasbands, wives, children,
farms, native lands or other things held
dear; that the work is ‘done; bat it is

have become sordid, have turned again |

serve the principles of our religion in-| Lord.
violate, and to live by every word that| in the New Testament with regard to

again destroy the world by a flood.
What will the next great catastrophe
be? It will be fire: He will eleanse the
earth as by fire, 'and 'will purify and
make it holy, and prepare it for the ha-
bitation of His Saints.,” But in doing
this, which will be aceomplished by the
united labors of His Baints under His
direction, He hasnot told'us to build an
ark: He has not told us to gooutefl Sod-
om, as He did Lot and His family; nei-
ther has He told us todown into Hgypt
or to come out of Egypt. 'Whut has He
told us? ' He has told us, and itis recor-
ded in the revelations contained in the
New Testament, that in the latter-days
He wounld send His angel flying through
the midst of heaven, having the ever-
lasting gospel to preach to those who
dwell on the esrth. That angel has
| lown, the gospel ia delivered, the king-
dom jsestablished, and Zion has to be
built up. Are the Latter-day Baints
going to do this? Yes, we say so; we
think the Latter-day BSaints are going
to de it. Buat arethese my brethren and
sisters now before me going to do it?
Am I going to help to doit? I kEnow
that I have labored nocarly forty years to
get the people to believe and to embrace,
in their faith and practice, what the
Lord has told us to do. The Lord wants
to build up His Zion, and He wants to
build it up through you and me. We
are the ones He has called upon. Will
we congent to do this? I firmly believe
that, before we make any very eflectual
progress in the accomplishment of that
work, we mu8t become more nnited and
more fervent in our faith and practice
than we have ever yet been at any time.
We have to become more like a single
family, and be one, that we may be the
Lord’s; and notevery one have hisown
individual interest. This is destructive;
this disconnects the feelings of the peo-
ple one from another, and causes divi-
sion and disunion. Bul when we make
the general cause of Zion our individual
cause it brings us closer together.

We must observe all the words of the
The commandments contained

- the ordinapces of the houge of God are
obligatory upon us. Bul we are not
called upon to build an ark Lo save our-
selves; we are called to build up Zion.
God bas spoken from the heayvens, and
given us revelation#, and it is for you
and me to obey. The command has
been given, it is recorded, and you can
all read for yourselves, |

In partaking of this sacrament of the

only just commenced. The work of

Lord’s supper we areall agréed. When

purifying ourselves and preparing to| Jesus broke the bread 'nndeﬁured out
He

build up the Zion of God on this eonti- | and blessed the wine, said

nent has only just begun with us when
we have got as far as that, Are we pre-
pared now ‘to eéstablish' the'Zion that
the Lord designs to build up? ' I have

,.*TDo this
till I come,’”!” We do it every Sabbath
in, remembrance of Him, and we all
agree in doing this. When the Wﬂrd*i_al;
‘‘Be baptized for thé remission of sins,’

many timeé sasked the questions, Where | we also_agree oa. this: no dissenting

we must have

voice. When we. say

ronnd the New Jerusalem or the Zion | Holy Ghost, we all consent to it, all feel

othing. | of God on the earth? Where is'the man | alike in this, When we say that the

that knows how to construct the first | Lord is pouring out the gifts of pro-

‘Kingdom of God in its
prepare for Zion to ¢ome dow
it?’"" “Well,” says one, ‘“I thought the
Lord was going to do this "7 So
we will let Him.

gate of the city? Where is the man | phecy,revelation, tongues, visions, faith,
ho understands how to build up the | healings and so forth, we all agree in
arity and to | these things. ,
own to meet | correct, wezbelieve in them all and we

They are all right, all

yield obedience to them. Batwhen He

e is if | speaks from the heavensandsays, “now
That is what we | my shildren, gather out from the wick-
rivilegeofgaining a rorrect un- | want: we want the people to be willing
derstanding of these things. If we draw | for the Lord to de it.
near to Hitha will draw near to us; | it by means. He will not send his an- | we are here in these mountains.
if we seek him early, we shall find gels to gather up the rock to build up } our labor is not done: we must still pro- |

ed,”” some consenl to this, and actually

But He will do | go so far as to gather, and that is why

But
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gress Iul::::tll we become one.  The Lord
says, ‘‘be one, exceptyeare one, ye are
not mine, be united.” ' But ’d{t we
take & course to become g0? I will ask,
have we, as a general thing, obeyed the
first revelations, to gather to Zion, and
when there, to consecrate our property
and devote all our substance, time and
talents for the building up the kingdom?
Have we obeyed the comimandments
and requirements of Heaven in yielding
up everything to the will of God, and
being dictated, as we should be, by the
spiritof revelation? No, we have not.
Herein we come short of that that we
might doand perform for our own bene-
fit' and for the salvation of others, forit
is not only for the glory of God; but for
our own benefit that we each of uslabor.
The Lord is perfectly independent: He
has received His glory, He reigns su-
preme and omnipotent. He is not de-
pendent upon you and me. Ifevery ene
of usshould apostatise and go down to
hell, it would neither add to nor'dimin-
ish from His glory. He would meurn
at our folly in turning away from the
holy commandments and suffering the
wrath of the Almighty to come upon us;
the ‘Heavens would weep over us, but
still the Lord 'has His glory, 'aud ‘you
and I are not laboring for Hts benefit.
For whose benefit are we laboring? For
our own. ' All my preaching, laboring,
and toils in this kingdom have been for
myself, to get into the Celestial King-
dom of God. T have been laboring for
that and nothing else.

The Latter-day Baints require congid-
erable preaching to; they ought to pray
a little more; they are doing pretty
well, but if we try to draw them a little
closer together how quickly we see the
selfishness of the ehildren of men in oar
own midst,  If we ask them to devote
their time, ‘talents and powers mote
completely to ‘thé building up of the
Kingdom of God, one says, '“This is
mine, I am not going to have anybody
control ‘me;'” another one says, “I am
not going to submit to this.” Why,
bless me! what have they? Nothing
but what the Lord gave them, even to
their own lives. Everything they have
is what the Lord-has given, and He
can take it away at His pleasure. He
can bestow millions upon them if He
pleases, or take away at His pleasure.
Yet, while men will acknowledge this,
one will say, “I am not going' to be
controlled;’”’ and another, ““I am goin
to draw out of this,” You have henﬁ
and seen through this city a great deal
of talking, writing and sophistry on
this subject. No matter how many
pretty words are strung together into
sentences and*made to appear beautifal
on paper, it amounts to nothing. Itis
tbe truth; it is the love and the power
of the Lord Almighty, and it is the gos-
pel of the Son of God that you and I
have embraced. Bhould we be con-
trolled by that? Yes, in everything.
Well, get the people united together
and they will be eontrolled by it; but as
it is now, the purchasing of a little
merchandise sends a pareel of them to
the devil., It is folly in the extremel
By and by such characters will go to
their own place. There will be no car-
riages there; no horses, fine houses,
silks and satins there. Oh, the foolish-
ness of the children of men! :

Who are we, I ask again? We are the
chiidren of the Almighty, of Him who
framed this earth and brought it into
existence and placed His children upon
it, to see what they would do. He gave
them their agency and said, *‘Now, act
for yoursgelves;’and every one does act for
himself, for good orevil, for blessings or
curses. We all aet for ourselves,
Iaboring expressly to get back again into
the presence of my Father and of my
elder brother. - What are you laboring
for? Gold? Justsee how some are run-
ning to the gold mines!  “Oh,” says
one, ‘‘there is rilver found yeonder.”
SBays another, ‘‘There is gold or there is
copper found yonder.”’ "' Hee the greedi-
nessof the hearts of the children of men,
and that too right in the midst of this
people.’ We can ‘praise the people, gen~
erally agreat deal; we 'give them credit
for considerable good they have done;
but we eannot give our brethrem and
sisters e¢redit for’ any partioular good
while following the foolish fashions of
the world.: The Lord cannot ecredit
them for rumning afger gold andsilver
and ‘the riches of this'world. If they
do good, they shall  receive credit;
if ‘they give alms to the poor they
shal Teceive credit for it.. If they
are ‘'disposed to do anything  for
the benefit of the Kingdom of" on
the earth, they will be blessed and cred-
ited for it. But when their hearts are
turned from the holy commandments
of the Lord Jesus, and to seeking after
the things of this life, which perish
they will find that they will perish as

well as the things they are using.
What a pity! How lamentable it is.

Iam .



