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A POEI:E FOR THE FOURTH OF JULY.

BY W. G. MILLS.

Hail'y glorfons epoch to tLe sons of earth,
That gave to Freedom Its illustrious birthl
That struggling from Britanuia’s cruel sway,
Beheld a nation born within a day;

Born, not a child bencath the rod to bow,
But as Minerva from Jove’s sacred brow,
With strength and energy, armed cap-a-ple,
Thus to defend the rights of Liberty!

This lay we celebrate our hearts Inspires;
"Twas gained by blood and strugzgles of our sires:
Misrule, oppression, tyranny they bare,

"Tiil, scorning to ba slaves, would bear no more;
And dedicativg all to God and liberty,
Declared themselves from henceforth ever free!

They fought—the foe to crush them down would fight;

They congquered too—for God defended right.
For self alone they strove not to be free;

They gained the boon for thelr posterity,

And from the shores Atlantic waters lave

To the tich soil kissed by Paclfic®s wave,

A vast asy|lum opes {ts ample doors,

Teeming with natures richest, c holcest stores,
That please the eye and captivate th e sense,
Beyond the common lot to man by Providence;
Where the oppressed, down-trodden, suffiring soul,
In every clime, from Indus to the pole;

Where victims of despotle rage or pride,

Who dare not In their native lands ablde;
Where persecuted votaries of all creeds,

Who flee from superstition?s frenzled deedgy—
Can find u home, thelr industry rewarded,
Thelr soclal rights and plous creed regarded,

The great distioetion that we now enloy,
The high position that we occupy,
As freemen sharing in the equal laws
That mark the progress of our liberal canse,
And where the governed by their suffrage claim
To call and make the powers to govern thems
To live where Freedom’s temple proudly stands,
A noble edifice ¢émade without hands "
The everlasting hills {ts sure foundation,

That braved the storms, unscathed from earth’s crea-

tion;

And through whose portals break the streams of light,

(Ver all the world, to show the home of right.

1ta turrets over every tempest rise,

Their summits, crowned with glory, kiss the skles:
‘These honored themes their influence mpart

To swell with Joy each patriotic heart,

And make us grateful that we now possess

All that earth holds to make our happiness.

We celebrate no sangulpary deed
Of viclous tyrants, whose deep schemes succeed
T enslave and subjugate the huoman race,
To gratify their lust of power and place:
We pay no homage to that bauble thing—
The birth or coronation of a king;
Buat every hear!y withiu these bodies shrined,
Swalls at the emancipation of mankind—
The only hope In which the world can trust—
And freedom?s resurrection from the dnst—
The statesman’s. patriot’s, warrlor’s rellance
To zaln the helght of governmental #clence.

We meet not on a national day like this
To swell our pride, or ralse our prijndice:
To cast the words of discord from our tangue
Agalnst the lav d and people whence we gprongd
We would not have the bliss of ¢ mm:rce cease,
United as we are, Ly arts of peace:
We would not quench the flame of love we own
When the eleciric spark has yade us one;
Far nobler abjecis prompted onr attendance—
Onr country®s fame, our nation’s Independerce!
Wespeak of what oor hero-sires achleved,
The blessing that through thein we have recelved,
And would exalt thelir works to every eye,
AS waves yon ensign in the azure eky.

We call on a!l within our favored nation
To mind the deeds that marked that great occaston.
Y 2 fatvers] by the venerable shade
()f ¥Our ancestors, whose remains are Jald
Within the precious soil of our great land,
By ali the blessings now at your command,—
By all you are, and all you hope to be,
Feslst ail effurta to subvert your liberty.,
We eaall upon you, mothiers, by that love
OFf offipring, that inspires you from above,
T’ instruct your children, as your knees they climb,
The« congeqgence of that eventfnl time;
Aud. as theyat the holy aliar kneel,
Bid them be favhrul to thetr country’s weal,
Wecall on you, young nien, our hopey to know
Whose gsons ye arey whence blessings to you flow:
Stand in your couttry'y causey defend its claims,
Though death shouid encer on his scroil your names;
For honor sheds a halo round the tomb

Ot bim who falls for liberty and bome,
" hen will our country’s gloty still increase,
Fach man a hero guard our berties:

Jis Jufiuence be felt throughont th- earth,

And degpots tremble as it iesues rorth;

And cent?ries hence our patriots will exclaim,
““This is my ceuntry, honor to her pame.”
Troe! hall- of Congress may be scenes of strife,
‘With threatening oath, revo!ver and the knire:
Debates may rage, and fac luns ris® and fall,
And sejf gppear triumphant over all;

But these are storms that nature can endure—
The sirlie of elements but keep thews prre,
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Yes. narrow acts that show the jittle heart,

May make them play Yowards us the tyrant’s part;
And peculation too may drain the public purse,
And what was meant to bless be made to cnurse.
These are but weeds neglect hag scattered round
That *wait our bands to pluck them from the ground.
But while the storms are driving over head,

And devastation seems around us spread,

L+t us prepare a shelter for our friends,

Aud good will follow when the tempesgt ends:

Let us with patience scatter virtuous seeds,
Regardless of the noxious, polsonous weeds,

He that inspired our fervent declaration,
And made and kept our great progressive nation—
That fired the framers of our Constiiution,
Will purge us yet from gickening pollutiva:
The body politic, with vigorous glow,
Will, like & God, In health and besuty grow,
And unborn milllons will their zeal display
In eelebrating this ansplcious day.

God bless the land we proudly call eur nome,
Preserve its power for nses yet to come,
And may Its happy influence Increase
To brivg on earth the glorious relgn of peace;
When Liberty, in graceful triumph crowned,
In every land, shall hallow earth’s polluted ground.

God bless the little spot as Utah known,
Where dwell the dear ones that we Jove and own:
May truth and virtue refgn triumphant here,
And Indus ry with 118 rewards appear;

May equal laws and generous measurces bless
Her loyal people in this wilderness;

And may her soll forever be un:rod

By traltors to thelr country and thelir God.

God bless the man® who, laboring for our good,
Led us In safely to this solltude;
May heaven from Its rich, exhanstless stora
Its cholicest Llessings amply on him pour}
Preserve him Jong bis counsel to impart,
To realize what dwells within his heart,

God bless the friends of Utah—long shall live
The worth and deeds of our Executivet
Within our memuries; his noble soul,
Desplsing sect or party’s mean cuntrol,
Has acted as a man, a patrioty who
Riglht and his country®s honor has in view,

God bless us all, and may we sti 1 engage,
While acting our short part on life’s great stage,
Our hearts, united on the wruth to fix,

And show the noble spirit of “Seventy-six. ™

Letevery tongue attune its grateful praise
For independence gained those trying days;
P ace to thelr manes who endured that dav;
tiod bless their noble work—God biess America!

T e el e

®president Brigham Young.
1t His BExcellency Governar Cumming.

FOURTH OF JULY ADDRESS.

BY ORSON PRATT, BEN,

—

I rise, not for the purpose of delivering a
lengthy address before this assembly, 1 do
not claim to be an orator, a statesman, or a
politician, but I am an American citizen, in
common with you all, and I am proud of the
name.

[ look back upon my aneestors as American
citizens also, not only from the foundation of
this Republie, but from the first settlement of
this couniry. 7They were among the Pilgrims
that landed upon our eastern shore seven gen-
erations ago. -

We have listened to a very eloquent address
on the rise of the American nation, on the
achievement of our national independence, in
relation to establishing the great platform of
American liberty, vizi—the American Con-
stitution.

Much might be said upon each of these
topics. Much might be gaid in relation to the
sufferings endured by the colonies, before they
achieved their independence; much might be
said in relation to the battles fought by our
fathers to obtain that liberty which they and
we their children enjoy. It is not my inten-
tion to dwell upon these subjects, but I will
call your attention, upon this occasion, to
some of the rights guaranteed to us by the
Constitution of our country.

A few years sufliced to demonstrate the in-
adequacy of the “Articles of Confedsration,”
to obviate which the Constitution was estab-
lished, conferring increased power upon the
General Government, That its power might
be clearly understood, Article X, of the amend-
ments, was ratified as follows:—“The powers
not delegated to the United States by the con-
stitution, ror prohibited by it to the states,
are reserved to the states respectively, or to
the people.” It will be perceived that there
are no prohibitions upon citizens outside the
boundaries of States.

In the Constitution we find certain rights
and prlvilei%es guaranteed to ALL American
citizens. We there find certain powers dele-

| gated to the General Government, and certain

powers reserved to the respective State govern-
ments, or to American citizens,

We read, in the 4th section of the 4th article
of the Constitution, words to this .mt.--]

“The United States shall guarantee to every
state in this Union a republican form of gov-
ernment.” This one item in the Constitution
is a Epwer granted to the American Congress,
to the American nation, They were limited
by the Constitution, in regard to the form of
government that should be established upon
American soil. They have not the right, by
that Constitution, te organize a government
upon any other than republican principles.
They have not the right to establish a mon-

or prohibifs their doing so. In a national
capacity, under the Constitut'on, they have
not the right to guarantee any but a republi-
can form of government, which government of
right emanates from the people to be governed.
This is the very nature of a republican form
of government, as we, American citizens, un-
derstand it. It differs from various other
guvernmenta whose history we have read. It

iffers from the republican governments of
past ages. We read that republican govern-
ments existed in some of the ancient nations.
They existed for a short period, and then
ceased. But their forms and the forms of the
governments now in the European nations are
of a kind more or less different from the one
with which we, as American citizens, are
blest. It is not necessary, however, for me,
in the few remarks I shall make, to dwell
upon the various kingdoms and empires of the
old world. Doubtless the citizens of Utah

those nations to know that our American
government differs from them all in unreserv-
edly granting to the people the power to
govern themselves, the power to appoint their
own officers, the power to enact their own
laws, and Congress has no power granted by
the Constitution to interfere with that system;
but the Congress, the United States as a
Union, are restricted in this particular, they
are prohibited from granting any other than a
republican form of government upon the Ameri-
can continent,

Let us briefly turn our attention to the S!ate

overnments, and see if the Parent Govern-

ent has fulfilled its pledge, in the Constitu-
tion, by granting republican forms of govern-
ment to the several States that have been
admitted into our Union. Yes, they have
permitted them to elect their own officers,
enact their own laws, vote at Presidential
elections, and have a representation in Con-
gress, and a voice and vote in the governmental
affairs of the nation.

How is it with the Territories? Is a repub-
lican form of government extended to the Ter-
ritories, according to the spirit and letter of
the Constitution? In the first place, where
can you find one item, from the Eeginning to
the end, that grants to Congress the right to

etitioned by the people so to do? It cannot

e found. And should citizens in a Territory
petition Congress to grant to them a form of
government, Congress are restricted to grant-
ing a form strictly and fully republican. Some
urge that a part of the 3d seclion of Article
1V, “The Congress shall have power to dis-

tions respecting the territory or other property
belonging to the United States,” gives Con-
gress the right to legislate for American citi-
zens who chance to reside in Territories. But
the portion thus relied upon relates only to
the disposition of Goverhment property, and
does not grant the power to dispose of the in-
habitants that may dwell upon the public
lands in Teeritories, as though the people
thereof belonged to the United States as pro-
perty.
Myy opinion is that Congress has no more
power to exercise legislative jurisdiction over
American citizens in Territories than it has
over American citizens in States. In other
words, that American citizens in Territories,
equally with those in States, have the plainly
guaranteed right to govern themselves. People
from the various States gettle upon the public
domain, and ghall simply crossing an- air line
in the same country prevent them from enjoy-
ing a republican form of government, having
a voice in the selection of their rulers,and the
Erivilega of making their own laws without
eing subject to have them digsapproved by
Congress? If this is not the casein the treat-
ment of Terri‘tories, I consider there is an
infringement. It lies in the foundation, in the
organization itself. And should the people
living upon the public domain petition Con-
gress to comply with certain conditions that
were in vogue in the old monarchial nations of
the world, and have their petitions granted
according to its letter and spirit, they have no
reason to complain, still, it is assumed power
in Congress to grant a Territorial govern-
ment.

But suppose we petition, in good faith, that
Congress would notice that part of the Consti-
tution that directs the giving of a republican
form of government, and we get something
else, what shall we do then? It may suit the

condition of the people, and it may not.

archy upon this soil; the Constitution forbids |

are sufficiently acquainted with the history of }

establish a Territorial -government, unless '

pose of, and make all needful rules and regula- |
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the Constitution, and many that the Constitu-
tion says nothing about. These rights I shall
not attempf to define. We have rights in
regard to observiug the Sabbath, and worship-
ping God according to the dictates of our
conscience. We also have socjal and politi-
cal rights guaranteed to us, and to all the
American people. All these might be taken
up and reasoned upon, but you are acquainted
with them.

If I were to petition Congress, I should
petition that this old relic of the mother gov-
ernmet should be done away, and that when
Congress granted a government they should
grant a republican instead of a monarchial
one, and let all the people have the same
privileges.

But, says one, there is a great disparity in
numbers. What of that? Look at New York,
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and many o2 the old
States, where we find not only hundreds of
thousands but millions of inhabitants, and
then look at Rhode Island, Delaware, and
Maryland, and see the difference. If this dis-
;Farity exists in States, why should it be
' brought up against a Territory? Those smaller
 States have the same representation in the
Senate of the United States as the larger ones,
why, then, bring up this disparity of numbeys?
| Some say we must not admit the Territories,
because the disparity in Congress would be so
great. It is all folly to bring up this argu-
ment.

Having said this much upon the rights guar-
anteed to American citizens, I will merely
state that it is my opinion that it is the privi-
lege of people settling upon the public domain
‘to form a republican “Provisional Govern-
ment,”” accord ng to the feelings of the people,
ii_}v;t_il Congress shall admit them into the

nion.

. -

BOWERY.

On Sunday, July 8, at 10 o’clock a.m., Pre-
sident Joseph Young read the latter part of
the 16th chapter of Mark, after which he ad-
dressed the audience on the birth, early life,
public ministry, death and resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

President B. Young followed with appropri-
ate remarks on the text: “And this is life
eternal, that they might know thee the only
true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou hast
| sent.”? |

In the afternoon, President Daniel Spcncer
treated on the manifestations of the power of
' God as exhibited in ancient and modern times;
' the trials of the Saints, their sacrifices, and
the necessity of their being tried in all things.

President Brigham Young spoke on the
'nature of human sacrifices; argued that the
term sacrifice is misapplied by the people ger -
erally; that in reality mankind have nothing
to sacrifice, having only a temporary steward-
ship over what they possess, and not possess-
ing the power to create those things necessary
 for their comfort and well-being; all things
are given to them by the great Benefactor of
the human race, therefore man has nothing to
sacrifice, for all things, of right, belong to the
allwise Creator,

- -

HanvestinGg.—The farmers of Davis coun-
ty have commenced harvesting their rye and
barley, of which there was a considerable
quantity sown, and the yield is fair,

What little winter wheat there is growing
in this vicinity will soon be ready for the har-
vester, and the early sown spring wheat is be-
ginning to show signs of maturity.

It is reported that there is much ‘mut in
some fields of wheat in Davis. We hope that
such is not the case generally, either there or
in other parts of the Territory.

i

%7 Yesterday even ng from appearances, a
heavy shower passed over the southern part
of the valley.

—The last Maine Legislature enacted a law
against aening?nuda by sample, Some of the
Portland merchants lodged complaints lately
against agents of several Boston and New
York houses for violation of the law. The
offending agents got wind of the warrants,
and managed to make their escape, but lhe
police seized their goods, which were forfeited
under the law.

—Queen Victoria has conferred the order of
knighthood on Francis H. Sultus, Esq., a
citizen of the United States, for important im-

rovements in artilary. Mr. Saltus is the
rat citizen from this country thus distinguisl.-

There are many rights fhal are pamed in |ed.



