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LAST year, a little more thanitwelve
months ago, the world was startled
with the vewa of one of the most ap-
palling catastropues history has ever re-
corded. The Chicago fire, in the area
destroyed, and in the damsage resultant,
ranke with the poted copflagrations of
history. Now we have had to record
another, about equally disastrous, this
sndden, extergive and ruincus fire at
Boston, paralleled in thie country only
by the Chicago fire.

Calamitous sensations appear to be
thickening and multiplying. In a very
brief space of time three first-class sen-
sations have arisen=—the horse disease,
thhe Woodhull slander, and the Boston
fire, quile sufficient to fill the whole
counury with pervous excitement, too
much of which has a deleterioas effect
upon the public mind.

‘Twoofthemostimportant commereial
cenires of the eountry have now been
devastated by the fire fiend to an appal-
ling degree, in little more than one
year, aud Lhe commercial world cannot
help but feel the effecta of such great
destruction and the echeck which it
otherwige piaces wupon business. All
destruciion ef property is of public as
well as private interest, of general as
well a8 loeal importance, and when the
destruction is po vaet, though individ-
uals sufler by far the most, yet the pub-
lic at large is a loser also by reason of
enbanced values and in various other
Waye.

Insurance scatiers the losses and dis-
tribulesa (hem among so many, Dear
and distant, that much of the erushing
weight of the disaster is removed from
the shoulders of the comparatively few
whose property has been destroyed,
yel buudreds and thousands, who
nave nothiug insured, have lost their
little all, besides being suddenly de-
prived, at the commencement of the
winter geason, of their aceustomed
meansof making their living. The situ-
ationof such is probably as trying as that
of any, aud help to them will be of the
nature of true charity, Many of them,
aecusiomed to skilled indoor work, and
vow suddenly and urexpectedly de-
prived thereof and of immediate pros-
pect of any, will find themselves in a
peculiarly needy condition, ' At the
beet thelr privations will be grievous,
and it is to be hoped that somethin
will speedily be done to relieve their
situation and place them in a eondi-
tion to sustain themselves,

It is gratifying to see the alacrity
wilh which belp was and is offered by
neighboring and distant cities and
towns, first to subdue the flames, and
next to mitigate the effect of the aecci-
dent and assist the struggling sufferers
Lo regain their financial and business
legs and re-establish themselves. Chi-
cago, 80 lately .and so extensively a
suiferer, prompily sends her cash con-
tribution, and a noble one it is, Qther
cities will doubtless liberally and en-
ergetically follow in her wake in the
good work, 8o as to lighten as much as
possible the dire weight of the cala-
mity to the more immediate sufferers.

The banks and the insurance com-
panies, it 1 indicated, will do all they
can fo tide over the calamity and re-
store financial and commercial matters
to & healihy condition at as early a pe-
riod as is practicable. There will be
tigutuess in many places, bat a panic
may be saved by the assistance of those
who have the means to assist. The
government, it appears, is ready to do
whetever is reasouable to relleve the
strained finances, So that although
the loes and the privation and the in-
convenience will be great, they will be
very malerially modified by the assist-
ance of various kinds which will be
combined and concentrated from so
meny quarters, where it is due or prof-
fered,

If the winter be mild a rapid rising
out of the ashes will be likely, but be-
fore it is seen, it is to be hoped that,
where reasonably practicable, the lay-
ing out of the ptreets wiil be improved,
for heretofore there was plenty of
room for improvement in that respeet
in many parts of Boston,
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One of the resualts of the presence of.

women in the Michigan University is
sald to be that the behavior and ap-
pearance of the classes now in attend-
ance are beiter than ever before known.
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A Cincinnati colonization firma has
urchased a large tract of land im
orthern Louisiana at $3 an acre, and

batween 150 and 200 persons will shortly
leave Cinc'nnati to work the land.

THE DESERLE

T N E WS,

THE REPUBLICAN RATIFICATION
MEETING,

LAsT night the Institute was well
filled with the friends of the Republi~
can party, to listen to congratulatory
addresses on the triumph of the party
in the re-election of President Grant.
The meeting was advertized for 7
o'clock, but the proceedings did not
commence until about twenty minutes
to eight o’clock, the entrance of the
National Band, and the performance of
“Yankee Doodle’ being the opening of
the programme.

An individual npamed Perkins—a
zealous member of the ‘“‘ring’’ eclique,
took the rostrum, and, evidently fired
with desire to create a fuss if possible,
and to furnish a pretext for a epiey
lying Associated Press dispatch, said:

“It has been stated to several mem-
bers of the BState Central Committee
that an organized attempt would be
made this evening to break this meest-
ing up. I would here state that the
first person attempting to do eo will be

ut out, and all others shall follow.”

his individual then nominated Judge
Haydon for chairman of the meeting,
and retired.

The nomination of Mr. Haydon for
the chair and thatof Mezsrs. O. Sawyer
and J. Saulsbury for secretaries were
carried, when the chairman sald, it
was a time-honored custom for a chair-
man to state the object of the meeting
he was called upon to preside over.
They had met there for the purpose of
exchanging congratulations on the

reat victory which truth, law and
oyalty had achieved. The voiece of
the nation, from the pine forests of
Maine to the golden shores of Califor-
nia, in tones terrible to traitors and
joyful to patriote, had declared that U.
8. Grant should be the nation’s Chief
Magistrate for a second term. With s
brief but highly eulogistic trbute to
Democratic forms of Government, and
to the labors and achievemeuts of the
R?ublimn party the speaker closed
and gave way to

General Maxwell.

This gentleman supposed he was
placed on the catalogue of speakers be-
cause he was always chosen as a videtts,
he was destined to break the ice, and

was one of the skirmishers when big

guns were to follow. He would there-
fore open the ball with just a little skir-
mishing fire, nothing more, and the

81 General did so, in his usual strain,

though a trifle less rabid than he usn-
ally is, when he undertakes to express
himeelf in publie. The Liberals of
Utah had perhaps as much or more at
stake than anybody else in the re-elec-
tion of President Grant; for had he been
dafeated theirrights might not have been
respected. He had always been their
friend, he had stood by them, but a
republican Congress had never done so.
Then followed a romewhat incoherent
rha y about the ‘‘Eloody chasm,”
American liverty saved and trium-
zhmt, the extinguishment of slavery,
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The band played the ‘'Star Spangled
Banner,” and the audience was next
addressed by

Col, Wickizer,

He thought it was good to be fhere;
it certainly was for him, for the repub-
lican party was his idol. It was only
sixteen years old—sweet gixteen! He
was at i{s birth—he saw it born. When
it was unI{) five yeara old he maw it
baptized in blood, and he saw it emerge
from that baptismal font in robes pure
and white. It struek the shackles
from four millions of serfs, and to-day
the poor black man of the cotton States
was equal before the iaw with the Presi-
dent of the United Btates, The repub-
lican parly had thus brought to a cul-
mination the greal principle enunci-
ated in the Declaration of Independ-
ence—that all men are born free and
equal. This was the first time in the
history of the world this perfect con-
summation had been effected, and that
only after eixiy centuries of human
suffering and struggling.

The indomitable republican party
had put down the greatest rebellion the
world hadeverseen,and whilethenation
was bleeding at every pore, and ‘‘we”’
were trembling in the balanee, it—the
republican party—built the great Paci-
fic Railroad. It gave to every Ameri-
can citizen a homestead, and not enly
to native born citizens, but it stretehed
out its hand to foreigners and gave
them the same privilege if they but de-
clared their intentions to become Amer-
ican citizens, It had paid the national
debt at the rate of a hundred and fifty
millions a year, and had reduced the
taxes on some articles seventy-five to a
bundred per cent., and on others had
abolished them entirely.
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A eulogy on the personal character
of General Grant then followed. The
speaker had known him leng and in-
timately, and his whole course, whether
in publiec or private life, had proved
him to be a modest and unobtrusive
gentleman. When he had been revil-
ed he reviled not again, and his march
to glory had been rapid and well de-
served. Many of the pecple of Utah
were enthusiastie for Greeley, and
Greeley was a great man. He wasa
man of ponderous brain, and had pro-
bably a greater fand of intelligence
than any man had possessed since
the days of John Quiney Adams,
But he had always been a peculiaily
erratic gentleman., He had adopted,
in the eourse of his life, every *‘ism''—
had been a leveller, an agrarian, a dis-
ciple of Fourier,and finally after having
fought democracy and its principles for
thirty years, in the hope of getting
at the publie ecrib, he joined those
whom he had so long vilified. But
he had come out on the enme side as he
started in, like the old sow Mr. Liucoln
used to tell about. It was so with Mr.
Grecley—he had tried to get at Uncle
Ham’s corn crib, but he had come out
ou the same gide, and with a dissatis-
fied grunt he had promised never to (ry
again,
g'I‘hlasn next speaker was Hon. James B.
McKean, the

Chief Jastice.

Ladies and Gentlemen, our presiding
officer, this evening, referred in beauti-
ful terms to the beautifal banner that is
festooned over his chair, There is a little
item of history eonnected with that
banner, and which connects it with
Saratoga, my former home, which is
rot generally known to the world, 1
will refer to it by saying, what is gen-
erslly known, that the thirteen
¢olonies, when they first united, did so,
not for the purpose of gaining their
independenece, but for the purpose of
securing a redrese of their wrongs.
They adopted & banner composed of
thirteen stripes; salternate red and
white; but the fleid of 'that banner was
the British Union Jack. That banner
iadicated union among the culonies at
bome, and devotion, fidelity and loyal-

ty to the mother government across the |

ocean, That was the banner under

which a number of the first baltles of

our Revolution were fought,

Events swept on 80 rapidly that the
war, which they had hoped to avoid,
came upon them, and the affairs at
Concord and Lexington, and the battle
of Bunker Hill were all fought under
that banuner, with the thirteen gtripes
and the British Union Jack for a’fleid.
That was before the declaration of in-
dependence, and for almost a year after
the declaration of independence the
colonial union banner was the banner
borne in our battles. Butin June 1777,
al t a year after the declaration of
ind®endence, the Continental Con-
gres decreed & new banner, or & banner
partly new; and that decree required
that the national banner should be
thirteen stripes, alternate red and
white, with & blue fleld and thirteen
argent stare arranged in a cirele. (Ap-
plause.) But though that banner was
decreed in June 1777, yet the great bat-
tle at Saratoga was fought under the
other banner—the Colonial baunner. I
say the battie, we speak of the battle of
Saratoga, I lived near that battle field,
and have wandered over it many times,
We say the “‘Battle of Baratoga,” but
there were two of them. he first
was fought on Bemis Heights, in
the town of BStillwater, in the
county of Saratoga, in Beptember 1777.
There the lordly Burgoyne was worsted
and he retreated ten or twelve miles.
Nearly a month later, in the manth of
October, another battle was fought
there, in the town as well as county of
Saratoga, under the colonial banner—
the thirteen stripes with the British
union jack, when Sir John Burgoyne,
humiliated, defeated and capi!ured,
marched ouf and surrendered. Then,
for the first time on any battle field,
was thrown to the breeze the new ban~
ner—the ‘'stars and stripes.” (Ap-
plause.) The stripes stlll remain the
same in number, but the sgtars have in-
creased so rapidly that the circle is now
a constellation, (Applause.)

From that time, in October 1777, that
was the banner under which the bat-
tles of the Revolution were fought, and
it was carrled in darkness and ia light,
in defeat and in victory, until finally
at Yorktown, held aloft by the: illu-
strious Washington, it saw the last de-
feat of our formidable foe, and we were
free. (Applause,)

Then when the new government was
organized the people chose for their
first president a man who was a soldier,

| opinions or not, the
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soldier, Daring the four years of his
term he proved himself to be a states-
man a8 well, and they chose him again
because he was A statesman. (Ap-
plause ) Time rolled on and another
war came upon us, and on Lake
Champlain and Lake FErie, along
the Canada line, out on the high
seas, and on many a battle field this
banner sometimes saw victory, and
sometimes saw defeat, but at last, held
aloft by the strong right arm of *O!d
Hickory” at New Orleans, it was vie-
torious over our former foe. Then,
after the ciose of that war, the Ameri-
can people chose for their president a
soldier, because he was a soldier, and
during the four years of his administra-
he proved himeself to be a statesman,
and then they chose him again because
he was & statesman,

Time rolled on and our country in-
ereased in population, wesalth, enter-
prise and intelligence; and at length
another great war came upon us, in
comparison with which all the wars in
which we had ever been engaged were
but mere skirmishes. And that banner,
borne aloft in the east and in the west,
sometimes saw defeat and sometimes
saw victory, butl at last the strong right
arm of & staunch, firm, ealm, large-
brained, little man hkeld it aloft above
the murky clounds of war, at Appoma-
tox, and peace came sgain upon the
land, Then the American people chose
for their president a soldier, because he
was & soloier (applause); and during the
four years of his administration he
proved himself to be a peerless statos-
man, and just now they Qave chosen
him president again, becanse he is a
stateaman, (Applause,)

Washington the Federaliet, Jackson
the Democrat, Grant the Republican,
(applause,)peeriess scldiers snd peerless
statesmen, illustrious trio! Each one

| wears over the brilliant regalia of the

soldier the graceful togaofthastateeman
and civilianjeach ons great in war,great
in peact! Let the world no longer say
that republics are ungratefal. (Great
applause,)

The next speakar was
Mr. A, S, Gould,

He did not expect to speak, but being
a soldier in the good cause, he was
never so poor or so relactant that he
could not gpeak a word in its defense,
He had recently returned from the
East, the great political battlefleld,
where had taken place the greatest
campaign probably ever wiftnessed in
the American republic. He felt very
gratefal to the ATmighty for the privi-
lege of addressiog them in favor of the
great and gocd man who had just been
elected President, for his victory was
the victory of freedom, and was a cause
of eﬂn%muiatiun not only to the people
of the United Statea, but to all freemen
dwelling on top of God’a footstool. It
had not been a contest of men, but
of prineiple, and the result was indica-
tive of the rapid inerease of virtue and
intelligence among the American peo-
rle, for it proved that no few men or po-

itieians, but principle only, could rule
this eountry.

The chair then infroduced JupGk
CAREY of Illinois who read a speech, in
which he related an anecdote of Gen.
Taylor and Mr, Webster, applying it
to Sumner, Trumbull and Behurz, Baid
the speaker, of the three latter gentle-
men and Mr, Webster, like him they
have been taught by 700,000 msajority of
the freemen of the United Btates that,
whether the malcontents modify their
people have confi-
dence in the modest, straight-forward,
bonest man who first turned the tide of
battle in favor of the Union, who led
the armies of the Republic on to a final
victory, and whose administration for
the past four years has been one of the
most successful in the history of the
republic. Twelve years ago 4,000,000 of
slaves were toiling in this free Americs,
having no rights, according to the
highest legal asuthority in the land,
which white men were bound to res-
pect, freedom of speech and freedom of
the press were prohibited rights in
nearly half of the States of the Union.
Buat all this is ehanged; the four miilion
slaves have become four million of free-
men,

No party has outlived its usefulness
80 long as it recognizes the great ques-
tions of ‘he hour,and shows its willing-
nessand ability t.-meet them and direct
new jissues in the way that shall be
most beneficial to the country as they
arise; and this I believe the republican
party has done,

The audience was next favored with
a short and somewhat humorous speech

by
Judge Toohy,

He by way of commencement in-

and they choose him because he was ﬂl formed the audience that if President



