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LAST year a little more
ngoago the world was startled

with the bewsadvis of one of thetile most ap-
palling catastrophes history has ever re-
corded tho chicago fire in the area
destroyed and in thehe damage resultant
ranks with the noted ar6
jaljaihistorystory now wowe have had to record
another about equally disastrous this
buddensudden exter and ruinous fire at
bostanboston paralleled in this country only
by the chicago are

calamitous sensations appear to be
thlethiethickeningkoning and multiplying in a very
brief space of time three first class sen-
sationslations have arisen the horse disease
the woodhull blanderrlander and the boston
tironiro quite sufficient to fill the whole
country with nervous excitement too
much of which has a deleterious effect
upon the public mind
j Vtwowo of the moat important cormcommcommercialmercial
contrascentres olof the country have now been
devastated by the fire fiend to an appal-
ling degree in little more than one
year and the commercial world cannot
help but feel thetho effects of such great
destruction and the check which it
otherwise places upon business all
destruction of property is of public as
wwellwelielleli as private interest of general as
wpwellweli as local importance and when the
destruction is soeo vast though individ-
uals buffenbuffer by far the most yet the pub
cicat large is a loser also by reason of
enhanced values and in various other
ways

insurance scatters the losses and dis-
tributes them among soBO manyliy nearnea
and distant that much of the chushincrushing
weight of the disaster is removed from

of the comparatively few
whose property has been destroyed
tetyet hundreda and thousands who
have nothing insured have lost their
little all besides being suddenly de-
privedpricedd at the commencement of the
wantewintersinterr season of theirthein accustomed
means of making their living the situ-
ation of such is probably as trying as that
of any and help to them will be of thenature of true charity many of them
accustomed to skilled indoor work andana
now i suddenly and unexpectedly de-
prived thereof and of immediate pros-
pect of any will find themselves in a
peculiarly needy condition at the
best their privations will be grievous
and it is to ibeube hoped that something
will speedily be done to relieve their
situation and place them in a condi-
tion to sustain themselves

it is gratifying to see the alacrity
with which help was and is offered by
neighboring and distant cities and
towns first to subdue the flames and
next to mitigate the enneffeffectact of the acci-
dent and assist the struggling sufferers
to regain their financial and business
legs and reestablishestablishre themselves chi-
cago soao lately and soBO extensively a
sufferer promptly sends her cash con-
tributiontribution and a noble one it is other
cities will doubtless liberally and en-
ergeticallyergeti cally follow in her wake in the
good work so as to lighten as much as

siblesibie the dire weight of the cala-mitymiaty to the more immediate sufferersthe banks and the insurance com-
panies it issiff indicated will do all they
can to tide over the calamity and re-
store financial and commercial matters
to a healthy condition at as early a poPC

i practicable there will be
s in many places butbait a panic

may be saved by the assistance of those
who have the means to assist thegovernment it appears is ready to do
whatever is reasonable to relieve tho
strained linfinancesaucesances so that although
the toes and the privation and the in

will be great they will be
very materially modified byby thetho assistassiat
auca olof various kinds which will be
combined and concentrated from soBO
many quarters where it is duo or profprof-
fered

if the winter be mild a rapid rising
out of thetho ashes will be likely but be-
fore it islaseenbeenheen I1it Isia to be hoped that
where reasonably practicable the jay
ing out of the streets will be improved
for heretofore there was plenty of
toomroom for improvement in that respect
in many parts of boston

1

of the results of the presence of
the michigan university is

said to beba that the behavior and aap-
pearance Ppearanceance of the classes now in atteattend-
ance

nd
are better than everover before known

A cincinnati colonization nirranirna has
ropurchasedy hesed a laigelarge tract 1of land innorthern louisiana at 3 an acre ananddbabadeen and persons will shortly
leave cincinnati to work the landlaud

THE republican ratification
MEETING

LASTnast night the institute was well
filled with the friends of the republi-
can party to listen to congratulatory
addresses on the triumph of the party
in the reelectionelectionre of president grant
the meeting rwabwasas advertadvertisedizod for 7

but the proceedings did not
commence until about twenty minutes
to eight the entrance of the
national band and the performance of
I1 yankee doodledoodbell being the opening of
the programme

an individual named perkins a
zealous member of the ring clique
took the rostrum and evidently ffiredred
with desire to create a fuss if possible
and to furnish a pretext for a spicy
lying associated press dispatch said

it has been stated to several mem-
bers of the state central committee
that an organized attempt would be
made this evening to break this meet-
ing up I1 would here state that the
first person attempting to do soeo will be
put out and all others shall follow
this individual then nominated judge
haydonhayden for chairman of the meeting
and retired

the nomination of mr haydonhayden for
the chair and that of 0 sawyer
and J saulsbury for secretaries were
carried when the chairman Ebaidbald it
was a time honored custom for a chair-
man to state the object of the meeting
hebe was called upon to preside over
they had met there for the purpose of
exchanging congratulations on the
great victory which truth law and
loyalty hadbad achieved the voice of
the nationnations from the pine forests of
maine to the golden shores of califor-
nia in tones terrible to traitors and
joyful to patriots hadbad declared that U
S grant should be the natinatlohaousold chief
magistrate for a second term with ELa
brief but highly eulogistic to
demodemocraticcratic forms of government and
to the labors and achievements of the
republican party the speaker closed
and gave way to

general aswellmaxwellSI

this gentleman supposed he was
placed on the catalogue of speakers be-
cause he was always chosen as a dettevidettevl
he was destined to break the ice and
wabwas one of the skirmishers when big
guns were to follow he would there-
fore open the ball with just a little skir-
mishing fire nothing more and the
general did so in his usual strain
though a trifle less rabid than he usu-
ally is when he undertakes to espreexpress
himself in public the Liliberalaberald of
utah had perhaps as much or more at
stake than anybody else in the rereeleeelec
tion of president grant for had he been
defeated their rights might not have been
respected he had always been their
friend he hadbad stood by them but a
republican congress had never done so
then followed a somewhat incoherent
rhapsody about the bloody chasm 11

american litlibertyerty saved and traultrium-
phant the extinguishment of slavery
acC

thehe band played the star spangled
banner and the audience was next
addressed by

col
he thought it waswaa good to be there

it certainly was for him for the repub-
licanan partygarty wabwas his idol it was only
sixteen years oldoid sweet sixteen I1 he
was at its birth he saw it born when
it was only five years old he saw it
baptized in blood and he saw it emerge
from that baptismal font in robes pure
and white it struck the shackles
from four millionmillionssotof serfs and todayto day
the poor black man of the cattoncalton states
was equal before the law with the presi-
dent of the united states the repub-
lican party had thus brought to a cul-
minationmi the great principle enunci-
ated in the declaration of independ-
ence that all men are born free and
01equal this was the first time in the
history0 of the world this perfect con-
summation had been effected and that
ouionionlyV afteraften sixty centuries of human
susummeringfrering and struggling

the indomitable republican party
had put down the greatestgrea rebellion the
world had everseeoverseenand while the nation
was bleeding at every pore and gwoiwowe
were trembling in the balance it the
republican party built the great paci-
fic railroad it gave to every ameri-can citizen a homestead and not only
to native born citizens but it stretched
out its handband to foreigners and gave
them the same privilege if they but de-
clared their intentions to become amer-
ican citizens it had paid the national
debt at the rate of a hundred and fifty
millions a year and had reduced the
taxes on some articles seventy nivefive to a
hundred per cent and on others had
abolished them entirely

A eulogy on the personal character
of general grant then followed the
spewspeakerker had known him iongieng and I1in-
timately

U
ttim tely and his whole course whether
in publiopublic or private life had proved
him to be a modest and unobtrusive
gentleman when hebe had been revil-
ed he reviled not again and hishig march
to glory had been rapid and well de-
served many of the people of utah
were enthusiastic for greeley and
greeley was a great man he was a
man of ponderous brain and had pro-
bably a greater fund of intelligence
than any man had possessed since
the daysdaya of john quincy adams
but he had always been a peculiarlypeculiaily
erratic gentleman he hazhnzhad adoptedadoptcl

in the course of his life every I1lamismismiam
hadbad been a leveller an agrarian a dis-
ciple of Fourierandnand finally after having
fought democracy and its principles for
thirty years in the hope ofbf getting
at the public crib he joined those
whom he had so long vilified but
he had come out on the same sideaide as he
started in like the old sow mr lincoln
used to tell about it was so with mr
greney he had tried to get at uncle
samsbarns corn crib but he hadbad come out
ouon the same side and with a dissatis-
fied gruntgraut he had promised never to try
again

the next speaker was honhan james B
mckean the

chief justice
ladleslidies and gentlemen our presiding

officer this evening referreferredredinin beautt
fulfui terms to the beautifulbe dutiful banner that is
festoonedfestooned overoven his chair there is blittle
item of history connected with that
banner and which connects it with
saratoga my former homehomo I1 which is
not generally known to thothe world I1
will refer to it by sayingbaying what is gen-
erallye known that thetho thirteen
Ccolonieses when they first linitunitedvedled did soBO

not for the purpose of gaining their
independence but for the purpose of
securing a redress of their wrongs
they adopted tca banner compcomposedsed of
thirteen stripespegpea alternate red and
white but the field of thatthab banner was
hethe british union jack that banner
indicated union among thee donies at
homeiome and devotion fidelity and loyal-
tyY to thehe mother government across the
ocean that was thothe banner under
which a number of the first battles pfaf
our revolution were fought

events swept on soao rapidly that the
war which they had hoped to avoid
came upon them and the affairs at
concord and lexington and the battle
orof bunker hill were all fought under
that banner with the thirteen stripes
and the british union jack for aafield
that was before the declaration of in-
dependence and for almost a year after
the declaration of independence the
colonial union banner was the banner
borne in our battles but in junojune 1777
almost a year after the declaration of
independence the continentalContinoataiatal con
gres decreed a new banner or a banner
partpartlyY new and that decreedebree required
that the national banner should be
thirteen stripes alternate red and
white with a blue field and thirteen
argent stars arranged in a circle ap-
plause but though that banner was
decreed in june 1777 fetjetyet thetho great bat-
tle at saratoga was fought under the
other banner thetho colonial banner I1
saybay the battle we speak of thetho battle of
saratoga I1 lived near that battlefieldbattlebattie nieldfield
and have wandered over it many times
we saybay thothe battle of saratoga 11 but
there were two of them the first
was fought on bemis heights in
the town of stillwater in the
county of saratoga in september 1777
there the lordly burgoyne was worsted
and he retreated ten or twelve miles
nearly a month later in the month of
october another battle was fought
there in the town as well as county of
saratoga under the colonial banner
the thirteen stripes with the british
union jack when sir john burgoyne
humiliated defeated and ca
marched out and surrendered then
for the first time on any battlebattiebattlefieldnieldfield
was thrown totd the breeze the now ban-
ner the starsstars and stripes ap-
plauseplapiauseuso the stripes still remain the
same in number but the stars have in-
creased so rapidly that the circle is now
a constellation applause

from that time in october 1777 that
was the banner under which thetho bat-
tles of the revolution were fought and
it was carried in darkness and in light
in defeat and in victory until finally
at yorktownyork town held aloft by the illu-
strious washington it saw the last de-
feat of our formidable foe and we were
free applause

ththenen when the new government was
organized the people chose for their
first president a man who was a soldboldsoldierlerier
and they choose him because he was a

soldier daringdarlng the four years of his
term he proved himself to be a states-
man as well I1 and they chose him again
because he was a statesman ap-
plause time rolled on and another
war came upon u and on lake
champlain and lake erie along
the canada line out on the high
beasseas and on many a battle field this
banner sometimes saw victory and
sometimes saw defeat but at last held
aloft by the strong right arm of old
hickory at new orleans it was vic-
torious over our former foe then
after the close of that war the ameri-
can people chose for their president a
soldier because he was a soldier and
during the four years of his
hebe proved himself to be a statesman
and then they chose him again because
hohe wagwas a statesman

time rolled on and our country in-
creased in population wealth enter-
prise and intelligence and at length
another great war came upon us in
comparison with which all thoo warsin
which we had ever been engaged were
but mere skirmishes and that banner
borne aloft in the east and in the westwrest
sometimes saw defeat and sometimes
saw victory but at last the strong right
arm of a staunch firm calm

little man held it aloft
the murky clouds of war at Appomr

and peace came again upon the
land then the american people chose
for their president a soldier because hohe
was a applause and ounhduri agthe
four years of his administration he
proved himself to be a peerless
man and just now they nave chosen
him president again because hohe is a
statesman applause I1

washington the federalist jackson
the democrat grant the republican
applause peerless soldiers andand peerless

statesmen illustrious trio etehelch onoonoone
wears over the brilliant regalia of theitheibe
soldier the graceful toga of tha s ianlan
and civiliacivillaneach onoone great in war
in leacel let the world no conjorlongereaybaygay
that republic are ungrateful greatarent
applause

the next waawa
mr A S gould

he did not expect to speak but being
a soldier in the good cause hebe was
never soBO poor or soBO reluctant thae he
could not speak a word in its defdefenseenseenbe
heshe had recently returned fronifrom theeast the great political battlefield
where had taken place the greatest
iccampaignampa ign probably ever witnessed in
the american republic he felt very
grateful to the almighty for the privi-
lege of addressingaddress og themthom in favor of the
great and good man who had just been
electedll11 president for his victory was
thehe victory of freedom and wabwas a cause
of only to the people
of the united states but to all freemen
dwelling on top of godagods footstool ithadhud not been a contest of men but
of principle and the result was indica-
tive odtheof the rapid increase of virtue and
intelligence among the amerleanamerican peo-
pletieile for it proved that no few men or po-
liticiansiti lansiansns but principle only could ruleruie
this country

the chair then introduced JUDGEjudae
CAREY of Illiillinoisnoys who read a speech in
which he related an anecdote of gen
taylor and urmr webster applying itto sumner I1 trumbull and schurz haldhaid
tilethe speaker of the three latter gentle-
men and mr webster like him they
have been taught by majority ofof
the freemen of tilethe united states that
whetwhetherghetherherthethe malcontents modify their
opinions or not the ppeopleeople have confi-
dence in thetha modest straightforwardstraightt forward
bonesthonest man who first turned the tide of
battle in favor of the union who led
the armies of the republic on tot0 a inalninalfvictory and whose administration for
the past four years has been one of the
most successful in the history of therepublic twelve years ago of
slaves were toilingtolling in this free america
having no rights according to the
highest legal authority in the land
which white men were bound to res-
pect freedom of speech and freedom of
tiletiie press were prohibited rights innearly half of the states of the unionbut all this Is chancedchanged thetho four million
slaves havhave0 become four million of free-
men

nonpartyno party has outlived its usefulness
so long Rsis it recognizes thethel great ques-
tions of he hour and shows its willing
neelandneesand ability meet them and direct
new tissuesissues in the way that shall bobemost beneficial to the country as they
arise and this I1 believe the republican
party has done

the audience was next favored witha short and somewhat humorous speech
by

jud 0o att

he by way of commencement in
formed thothe audience that if president


