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gamy but actually practisedpracticedsed it winMinhimselfselfseif
wed okaona grcertainaniainaln occasion thatthat the brother of
mosesmosess aaron and the prophetess miriam beganleganegan
to upbraid him in concorconsequencesequence of a certain
ethiopian wife behe hadbad taken see numbers
xii 1 he had already one wife the daughter
of jethro the priest of0 midian did the lord
join inirl withwilh them did hebe say you are right to
make light of moses second wife itatiaIs poly-
gamygamyy it Is a great crime it is sinfuls 11 fulfui waY as
this the way the lord talked no but hhe
waswa lifry that they should make light of a thing
W h lp i himself esteemed as very sacred and
asasaa consecorseconsequencequence he smote miriamdilrlamiam with leprosy
anashe became as whitewhile as snsnowow and although
shashefhe wasWas a prophetess she had to be put out of
the camp and stay out seven days because of
apspeakingeaaking against one of moses wives did this
IOlookAliketike thetha lords considering it an illegal
marriage it proves that the lord did consider
tha marriage legal

I1 nave only demonstrated to you that the
lordlorl approbated polygamy and gave laws regularegul
tintingling theilg descent of property to the
children but I1 will now repeat to you an ex-
press ammcommandandana of god ioto certain persons to
mariymarry morgmoremorgmore than one wife and they could not
gel ndtid of itft without breaking the law of god
thewe lord said cursed bobe every manmac that con

not initi all things written in this book of
th ilvalivi howevere righteous andend moral a man
migmightnight have been in many other respects yet ifhedihihedldia notrot continue in all things written in that
book ofot the law hebe was to0 o be cursed cursed be
taijtha man andarid all the people shallaall say amen
niknow among the things written in that book oiof
thee lawiii weie find these words if brethren
dwell togetherether and one of them die and have no
child the wife of the dead shall not marry with-
out unto a sistrangeranger her husbands brother shall
go intiniintoinlo her and take her to himhun to wife and
perform thothetho duyduty of a husbands brother unto
herhei adand itif shallshail be that the first born which
shesha bearebearsbearschth shall succeed in the name of his
babrother which is dead that hisbis name be not put

of Israel 11 see deuteronomy xiv 5 6
mustmallt hisbis brother do this if he has a family of
lusins ownin yes it does not matter whether be
iliahas a family or not that command is given to
him ftit is the I1lawdw ofot god and the reason is girengiven
in orderbider that the name of the dead mimightht not
eelsteisperish andind be cut offon from israel the living
rotherbrother ilaiha4 toto preserve the inheritance in his
degeasdeceasedea brothers family now itif the widow
ortheof the

I1
deceased brother married a stranger a

person thatthit did not belong to thathat particular
tribetriba the inheritance would go to a stranger and
would be shiftingshit ting from tribe to tribe or even
might become the inheritance of one that did
riolriotnotcot teionbelong to the tribesinces of israel in order to
prevent as the first born male of the living
barotti e was to be considered the son of the dead
brother and was to receive the inheritance andand
perpetuate the same in the family and this was
to coscoicontinuetintie from generation to generation now
suppose that there were seven brothers as there
often familiesfa milles of thatwere sizesize in israel supposean pose
thy arriag them wives and six of them zoldmoldshould
digdia without leaving male issue to bear up their
nnamea e bui hathe seventh brother was still living do
you biotriot see that this law and commandmentafwouldd bea binding on that seventh stillstilt living to
take the sixgix widows this hahe would be com-
pelled to do and yet this generation say poly-
gamy isls a crime while here is the sanction of
divine atitanthontyhoritybority here a man is brought under
obi fiontionflon to laketake these six widows anandd raisealsais e up
see 10 his dead brothers how longiong was this
to contcontinuelaue Is there any evidence in the bible
that iiit wasiab to cease when christianity should be
introduced by our savior and his apostles
what was the condition of the jewish nation at
ththe time jesus went forth preaching repentance
and bAplisin and admitting members into his
ch-uichubchurchc li I1 willvill teiltell you there were thousands

that were polygamists and were
obliged py the command of god totobelobeti so they
could not get rid of it if they obeyed the law of
mosbsmoses and if they did not obey they were to be
cursed

these polygamists hanhenthen thateliat took their de-
ceased brothers wives according to the notions
of christendom in theltha nineteenth century would
be prohibited from baptism the son of god
andanaabathethe apostles that went forth 1809 years ago
warewirewere so holy that they must notriot permit any of
thesethise polygamists to enter the christian church
though they were only obeying the command
given by the god of heaven through moses yet
they must not be baptisedbaptizedsed they must be rejected
thisthid would be the argument of christianity in
the nineteenth century but can we suppose
that jesus would be soBO inconsistent that he
would actually command a thing a few thousand
years before for jesus waswag the one that gave the
law to moses and then comecomb two or three thou-
sand years afterwards and not permit the people
to enter his church because they had obeyed
that former command such isis the foolish
argument of christendom in these days say
they polygamy is not to be sanctioned under the
christian dispensation I1 would like to know
where their evidence is what part of the new
testamentment or where lafa the teachings of jesus
and ilishii Apostapostlesiesleg do we find such evidence re-
corded that a man should not have more than
one wife it cannot be found but says one I1
have read the newnow testament and I1 do not re-
collect that the term wives is used by the eight
writersvi of that book but they always used the
term wife in the singular number and from
this it is presumed that they did not have more
than one let us examineexamine the strength of this
presumption

I1 find eighteen or twenty writers of the old
testament who use wife and not wives will you
therefore draw the conclusion that plurality wa
doidotot practiced amonoamongamong them under the old testa-
ment if the presumption is of any weight iuin
relation to the eight writers of thetho new testa

deptmryt it certainly Is ofog greater weight in relation
tortoTtwenty writers ofoft abdthe oli01 aetestament but
itif is known that in the latter casette presump-
tion isis false therefore it iso no strength or
force whatever in thehe former caseewe

now let us examine some other objections
urged against polygamy the objector has often
referred to the bassassayinging of jesus when command-
ing the people that they should not put away their
wives saving it alioshoulduld be for the cause of forni-
cation jesusJesu says moses bufferedsuffered a divorce to
be given because of the hardnessbardness of the hearts cfof
the people and further says it was not so from
the ginningbeginningbf that god made man male and fe-
male and theyhey were joined together by divine au-
thority and they twain became one flesh now
says the objector it does not say that three or
that four shall become one flesh etc and con-
sequently this is an argument against plurality
let us examine this and see iit there is any force
in it it was not so in the beginning before the
days of alises what was not sosotsol this put-
ting away of wi es this divorcing of wives for
every little nonsensical purpose jesus was
showing that it was contrary to his mind and
will that moses only suffered it because of the
hardness of their hearts but that in the begin-
ning it was not so as much asits to say if you give
divorces you practise something given through
the wickedness of the people if you putautawayaway
your wives for anyauy other cause than that of for-
nicationni you cause your wives to commit adul-
tery and if any man marry her thai is putautawayaway
he commitcommittedteth adulteryV

then agaid he saysiesays if a woman put away her
husband she commitcommilteth adultery A mahmanman hasbas no
right to put away his wife nor a woman her hus-
band what god hath joined together let no man
put asunder for in theth beginningbegin ning it was not so
but they twainawai n became one flesh

Is this in argument against having more than
one wife for instance jacob and leah were
one flesh leah being his first wife jacob and
rachel wera one aleshflesh jacob and bilhah were
one aleshflesh jacob and Z alpah were one flesh and
if he hadbad had a thousand more it would have
been the samesahne each wife would have been a le-
gitimate wife and one flesh with jakobandJaco band their
children would have been legitimate this was
no argument against plurality if so jacob would
have been found a transgressor

in the second chapter of genesis it is stated
that the lord took a rib from adam and by add-
ing other materials formed a woman and brought
her to the man and gave her to him as an help
meet as a wifewire and adam said this I1 know
now is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh
she shall bee called woman because she was
taken out of man therefore shall a man leave
liishis father and mother and cleave unto hisbis wife
and they twain shall be one flesh

this is the saying which jesus quoted now
jacob in taking four wives became one flesh
with each one of them but howbow and in what res-
pect perhaps it may be said that they became
one in mind one in understanding one in intel-
lect one in judgment etc their minds were to
be one but it does not baysay one in mind one
spiritually but one flesh

how are we to understand this paulpanl epha
283128 3311 says so ought men to love their wives
as theirheir own bodies he that loveth his wife
PS himself for no man everretever yet hated hisbig
own flesh but nouri and cheri it ev-
en as the lord the church for we are members
of bibbis body of hisbis flesh and of his bones for
this cause shall a man leave his father and moth-
er and shall be joined unto his wife and they
two shall be one flesh

paul makes this quotation from the second
chapter of genesis to prove that the woman was
one flesh with the man because she was taken
out of mans body and made out of his flesh and
bones she was one flesh in this respect not in
identity they were two distinct persons as
much so as thettheYthe fatherather and the son are two dis-
tinct personages

and again the wife becomes one flesh with her
husband in another respect when she presents
herself to the man and gives herself to him with
an everlasting covenant one that is not to be
brokenbroken she becomes his flesh his property his
wife asmuthas much sosousas boneff his own
body

the father and the son are represented to be
one 1 I and my father are one said jesusjesu
would any person pretend to say because
jesus and his father were one that he could not
receive a third person into the communion a
fourth or a fifth itif we examine the arguments
of modern christendom nobody but jesus could
be admitted into the union or in other words
they twain that is the fatherfattier and the son were
to be one and no others but jesus says fath-
er I1 pray not for these alone which thou hast
given me out of the world but I1 pray for all them

thathat shall believe on me through their words the
twelve that they all may be one as thou father
art in me and I1 in thee that they may be made
perfect in one

the disciples of jesus were not to lose their
identity because jesus was one with the father

the identity of jesus was not destroyed but
lielleie remained a distinct person and so did all the
disciples and yet they became one and so ia13

every man and his wives because they twain
that is jesus and his father were one it did not
hinder the disciples from attaining to the same
oneness and so likewise with regard to the man
and his first wife because they twain are one
flesh it does not prevent him from being one flesh
with each of his other wives which he may legal-
ly take

again there is a principle which I1 will now
delae more particularly for the benefit of stran-
gers there is13 such a principle as marriage for
eternity which may imply one wifewite or many
the marriage covenant is indissoluble it is ever-
lasting it is not limited to time but it is a coven
hutnutut to exist while eternity exists it pertains to
immortality as well as mortality I1 will prove
this diouia first example we have on record of a

marriamarriagee was that of our erstfirst paparentstants adam and
eve were they married 333 people marry nownov
adais wereq they mamancidra ed aias the world of
christendom mairymalry at the present dayi notheyno they
married as immortal beings they knew noth-
ing about death they never had seen any such
thing as death when eve was broughtbroughttoto adam
she was brought to him an immortal being when
adam received her as his wife he was an immor-
tal being his flesh and bones were not subject to
sickness and decay he was not subject to pain
and ing there was no death working in his
system no plague that could prostrate him in
the dust they were intended to endure forever
and ever so far as their bodies were concerned
they brought death on themselves

paul says that sin entered into the world by
transgression and deathd ea by sin noticenolice that ex-
pressionrassion death entered into the world by sinffif there had been no sin there would have been
no death if adam and eve never hadbad sinned
they would have been alive on the earth at this
time just as fresh and pure as in the morning of
creation they would have remained to all eterni-
ty without a wrinkle of old age overtaking them

these were the personages first marmarriedried
question were they married for a certain perperi-
od of time as persons are married by the world
of christendom at this day 7

when you go up before a magistratemagistrale to havellave
marriage solemnized you hearbear him sayingsavingsay ing I1
pronounce you husband and wife or man and
wife as the case may hebe until death

adam knew nothing about thatbat monstermonster it
was not in his creed such an idea never entered
into his mind as they have at tilethe present day
I1 bind you together as husband and witewife until
death which shall separate you it I1 were mar-
ried by the laws of christendom I1 should consid-
er the woman I1 had taken was my wife unto
death I1 should consider I1thishis marriage covencovenanta it t
thehe same as if I1 had a piece of property promised
to me for a certain period of time say for the
space of twenty years after which I1 have no
claim upon it when death comes I1 nnaveavenono
claim upon the woman married to me by those
who pretend to administer the sacred ordinance
but not so with our first parentparents when eve
was presented to adam as an help meet to him
as a wife it was not intended that that rela-
tion

I1

should cease after a few score of years or 1

when death should come but it was as everlast-
ingin as adam andarid eve thelnathernathemselveselves when they
wwentent down to their graves they could go dodownwrtwith
with a sure and certain knowledge that thethey
stillatilt were husbandhubband and wife and that this sacrasacred
relationship would continue after the resuresurrec-
tion

arec

this is the great and first example for mar-
riage the latter day have adopted this
aexampleaplemple notnoino by our own wisdom for I1 do not
know that we should ever have thought of it but
by new revelation the same god that origin-
ated marriage for all eternity in relation to the
first pair has again spoken from the heavenheavens and
told us something about thio sacred caremonceremony
he has informed us that laweif we are married and
expect to have claim on our wives andaud wives on
their husbands in the eternal worlds that thithisa or-
dinance of marriage must be notriot till death but
forever and ever reaching forward through all
our future state of existence

having established thisthia principle of marriage
for eternity let us examine the results flowing
from it let me suppose that here is my neigh-
bor be has a wife and she is married to him for
all eternity by and byebyet he dies and leaves his
widow 1I am a young unmarried man andana pay
my attentions to her and she being still young
accepts my attentions and wishes to be married to
me 3 et she has been married to a man for all
eternity can she be married to me for all eterei
lyq no I1 accept of her as a wife for time
only yielding her up withith all her posterity in
the morning of the first resurrection to her legal
and lawful husband

but now what shall become of me I1 have
got to give up this wile to her legal and lawful
husband iufit thehe morning of the first resurrection
and I1 must not according to the laws of christen-
dom marry another as ionlonlongiong as she lives andaud she
might live as long as I1L am I1 to be deprived of
a wife for eternity because I1 married this widow
for time or would plurality comecorns in and supply
me also with a wile

this is one of the results necessarily arising
when marriamarriagee for eternityelernity is admitted there is
just as mucmuch reason for it as for any other prin-
cipleciplee god has ever revealed to the human family

again for instance here is a man that has
married a wife for time and all eternity and here
is a woman that has not had a privilege of beingbein
married like thousands and tens of thousandthousandss
that are abroad in the states and in all the world
among the nations of christendom they have to
live contrary to their own will and die old maids
without a husband for time or eternity either

if one of this class who had not had an oppor-
tunity of marriage with a righteous man and
who waswaa unwilling to trust herself with those
whom she considereddered unworthy of marriage for
time or eternity eitherelther should come to the terr-
itory of utah and still having DO offer of mar-
riage from a single young man here she sees a
goodgood man that ishas a family he proposes mar-
riage to her she voluntarily offers to become one
of 1118his wives he accepts the odferoffer the cere-
mony is celebrated what harmbarm is done who
is injured what law is broken none I1
ask would it be right with a view hatthat mar-
riage is to exist not only in time but in eternity
that this woman who is a good moral virtuous
woman should remain without a husband through
allali11 eternity because she did not have an oppor-
tunity of being married itif marriage be of any
benefit in the eternal world would it not be far
more consistent with the law of god that she
should have the privilegepilvi lege by her own freetree volun-
tary consent to marry a good man though he
might have a family and claim him for her hus-
band not only through time buthut eternity

jesus informs us that in the resurrection mariman

arnddodtod are neither marmarriedried inin marriageft
alall these things haye to be attendattendedtd to here inlit
the resurrectresurrectionioli a man Iss not to le baptized
berelsbereishere is the place to attend motheseo these things it
we are to become the promised seed anaand heirsbeira
according to the promisepromise we must be baptized
into christ andaud futjutput him on and do it before the
resurrectionle for itif I1 put it off beyond ibisthis life
inn the resurrection there will be no such thing as
puttingplit lo10 on christ by being baptized just so
in thetile resurrection there will be no such thing as
attending to thehe ceremony of marriage so far
as we are informed but jesus further says conCOK
cericerii jinging those lyerllerpersonssonssods who have riotnot attended to
those matters here that in theilia resurrection they
are asa the angels of god and somecome of the augeangeangelsIs
hireare a little lower than men in what respect
they have not the power to increase thirtheir king-
dom by the multiplication of their species and
this because they have not lawful and legal
wiveswives they are probably among that class AOwho
have put off mamarriagetriage for eternity and dia with-
out attending to it and afteralter lleilelietile resurrection
they find thimthemselvesselwa wifeless without any fami-
ly or kingdoms of their own offspring in this
single andard undesirable condition they are to re-
main because they cannot hunt up a wifewite after
thetile resurrection such instead of receiving
crowns will merely become ministers or messen-
gers for the crown being sent forth by hosethose
who have attained to a bialerhigher glory wwhobk

0 have
the power of receiving kifkitkingdomsgadoms andarid increasing
tilethe same throughI1 their own offspringpring that aieare
begotten after the resurrection by the wives
given to them while here in this world these
angels have forfeited this privilegeleeeleae couconsequently
they are lower than the man who keeps a celes-
tial law andarid if these angels lived on the earth
they would be called old bachelors

dodoudo you not see the difference between the
glory of hosethose who claim their privileges andarid
those who do not I1 am not speaking of the
class who pay no attention to the law of god or
to the nature of manngemanage but I1 am speaking of
thoset ancient patriarchs and prophets and holy
meninen that ur di rdo 0 I1 thetha law of god and
tided it and prepared themselves here to receive
an exceeding weight of glory hereafter do you
not understand that such men arieari e above angels

that they have kingdoms while angels have
none thatthit they are crowned kings and princes
over their own descendants which will become as
numerous as the sands on the sea shore while
the angels have wives sodssous nor daugh-
ters to be crowned over shall a young moral
virtuous woman because she does not find a

man batthathat Is suitable to her nature or
worthy of her shallbhail she be deprived of this exalta-
tion in the eternal world because of the gentile
laws of modern christendom no the latterlatier
day saints believe otherwise velve believe that
domn is just as good as man if she doedoesa aaas
well if a good man is entitled to a kingdom of
glory to a reward and crown and has the privi-
lege

riv
of swaying a scepter in the eternal worldworid a

good woman is entitled to tlthea sasameme andarid should
be placed by hisbis side ana hahave the privilege of
enjoying all the glory honorlionor and blessings that
are be towed upon her lord and husband it
sheelie cannot get any lord or husband through
whom bhe can trust herself forlor exaltation to tratthatthat
globy who can blame her for goligollgoinging into a family
where she thinks she will be secure

these are some of the reasons in favor of poly-
gamy many people think it strange that there
should be a whole territory of polygamists or-
ganized in the midst of christendom it is so

contraryont say they to our institutions and to
the lonsious of our society aridand nation and to
the practise of our forefathers that have lived for
many generations past but did you never re-
flect that it is possible for some of the institutions
traditions and practices of our forefathers to hebe
incorrect look at the vast num berof traditions
that have had their place upon the earth and
thatiball too among the mostroost enlightened genera-
tions which are now entirely discarded look
at the laws which existed butabutla few years vgo lain
enlightened england J where a man if he went
into a shop being hungry and took the amount
of five shillings worth be must be hungbung up by
the neck

if a man was almost ready to perish with
starvation as thousands andud millions often are in
great britainbatainBitain and should go into a neighboring
park and take a sheep to preserve bisbig life and tiiethe
life of bisbighi family behe must be hung up by the
neck the people thought these were whole-
some laws when they exexistedisted they were just as
sincere in supposing these laws to be good as the
people of the united states are in supposing there
should be a severe law against polygamy

now let me say plainly and boldly without
the fear of contradiction I1 that the citizens of
utah are transgressing no law of man by taking
a plurality of wives but it is asserted byPY some
that we are transgressing the traditions and
institutionsin 31 that are established among civilized
nations we admitadroit this freely and the people
of the united states are tramtransgressinggressing that law
that was in force in old england about sheep
stealing for they summersuffer many of their sheep steal
erbera to go and it a man steals five shilebil
ingslings worth of provisions they do not lianghang him
up

why have the american nation abolished notriot
only many of the traditions customs and ansti
unions of other civilized nations which have been
landedhanded down for so many ages but have even

abolished and discarded many of their criminal
lawsaws why havellave they made these innovations
upon civilized society Is it not possible that
the sovereign states of this enlightened ration
may be misguided in regard to their strict laws
which they have passed against polygamy as it
was for our forefathers to be misguided in their
strict laws witchcraft in massachusetts
where every mantitan and woman mustmast be pat to
death for a witch if somebody becamebecome prejudiced
against them this waswaa a law among our fore-
fathers in enlightened america but a short periodbriod
back they thought they were right answeredand were


