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Arinmenis For aud Againsl before |

the' Commitiee on Territories—
Lueld xnid Able Freseniatlon by
fhe Couatifmutional Delegatlon—
Baskin BReads n Rigmarole aud
ix n Brilliant Bucceess as o Fotl-
ure—A" RKHaey HKesume of 1the
sScones and Incidenls by ounr
Correspondent.

WashiNgTON, D, C.,
March 12th, 18488,
Editor Deseret News:
The hearlng accorded the constitu-

|1he advent of statetisod to join_the

] monogamist, it « as certalnly & com-

wonld be the frst to break loose on

runks of the wochly married. While
some may take toisas 4 retlection oo
the mora} courage of the gray-haired

pliment to his ability to commaod the
| attention of the fuir 32x. Mr. B. did
| not tell how and waere this army of
{ men were goinz to get and find thelr
rlura.l wives; that was lelu to the
magination of the senatora wpo, un-
foriapately forthe argunment, wereany-
thiog butjspring chickens theinselves. |
The next point was to prove the ex
istence among the **Mormons' of a
theocracy. ‘1'o do this ne quoted frow |
the title pags of the Dwuctrine and|
‘Oovenams.\ne late Elder Orson Pratt’s

e

-

Christendom repeated Sabbath affer
Sabbathand which, 1t was claimed,
the Mormons believed. ]

By the time Mr. Baskin bad reacbed
his views on **Christiaun Marriage'! he
bhad become really tircsome to'the
committer generally. [ can only ac-
count for 1t ip this way. The roembers
of the coostitntional delegation had
bhad a fleld-day wita the committee.
Muny questions were asked and muack
information fmparted, with po Mr.
Baskin to interrupt or snwoy thew.
The senators bad become fairly well
posated, especially on the gquestion of
imarriage. Senator Stewarlt admitted
that be.bad been informed, thatthe
‘trick’ tne Mormons were playing
copslsted 1n thiz: That while they in
thelr constituticn interdicted bizamy

tlonsl delegation by the Semste COm- | nKingdom of (od,” and some of Ei- | and polygamy, they had carefally and

mittee on Territories, tor the purpose
of presenting Utah's clalms to Siate-
hood {which closed on Saturday, the

{der F. D. Richard’s writines In the
Millennial Ntdr on the same subject.
Mr. B. tben took the committee |

studiously avolded saying & word
about  celestial warriace. And
the way the senator went throuch

10th,)may be traly sald to be a rewark- | ;nrgngh'the Endowment Honse, and|the Doctrine and Covenants, and the

able one. A Washlpgton gentlemun
who listened attentively to the whole
roceedings and who evidently was
avorably impressed thereby, volun-
teered the remark, that the presenta-
tion of Utah’s claims to Stalebood,

takem 1o conoection Wwith the
ypecullar  condition wshe {8 in
puliticaily, was one of the mast

remarkable ecenes ever witnessed in
a0y of the commitice rooms of the
national Capitol. [t certainly was
.dignifed and masterly, and the ground
on which ber claiins for statehood
were based i3 nnassailable.
Heretoiors the voice crying fros: the

degert bas not been heard. Politicians
said i; was the voice of polygawlets,
and there was no place {or them under
the Constitotion. Instead of belné
heard, therelore, it was husbhed, ap
the polyzamiste themeelves poiltically
disposed of. .

- [t was very appareat to your cor-
regpondent that the comimnittee was
not fumiliar with thls new cry that had
yone forth, that they had prejodged it,
and had about made op thelr minds
that po]yiumy wid not dead, but was
still speaking. Belore the hearing had
proceeded very far, bowever, toeir at
tention was arrested, there was some-
thing abont it that scemed to impress
them with the belief that the voice that
wos crying so nnmistakably for help

was that of their own class and
kind, and for the moment, af-
ter the argnments were all ius

the expression ol tpelr comntenance,
seemed to Indicate that toeir better
neture was striviog with them. At
last Mr. Cuollom sald be wanted "to
hear the otber eide.’ Whis remark
coming trom ope of Utah’s oldest toes,
and that toy after Mr. Duobuls bad un-
dertaken to anawer the delegation, was
full of meaning,

Speakiog of Mr. Dubols, hla de-
meanor, tie spirit he manf!est.ed, as
well as the character of the affort he
produced, were in sich marked con-
trast with these of Utan's representa
tives, as to produce & [eeling ol chags
rin plainly visible in the countenances
of the committee, When he finished,
and the hearing was adjourned. one ot
the Senators remarked in tones loud
enourh ta be heard by all, “Mr.

ubois, it you expect to taverably im
press tols committee 1 would advise
you to drep your expletives.”

1 repeat, the arguments of the gen-
tlemen represeniing the majority of
the people of Utah were sweepiny and
carried with them the weight of con-
viction. Tie speakers were Hsteued
to intently, and, indeed, taneir atti-
tude wassuch as to commaud the re-
apect tout was paid them [ heard
Sepalor PPaddock even coogratulate
Delezate Cainpe, and Chairman Platt
waa peard 1o say thut the sineerity of
Richards was unmistakuble. Common
placeas it may Beetn tg the readers of
the NEws, but altogetier unusnul and
remarkable here, ttere was a spirls, a
force, an influence, a poswver, a some-
thing, call it what you may, attecdling
the arguments that brought Utiah's
political enemies face 10 face with the
question in such a way that they cap-
not ignore it, moch as they mght like
t0. I will vodertake to say that those
of the commlttee 1o sympaethy with the
"‘other side,’’ zre threwn Into doobt.
Thelr quesn.fonu were straightiorward-
limd nneqaivocally auswered acdthey
themgelves are falrly  well en-
lizhtened (as ipuoch ao, at least, as
One ceuld expect a senslor to be)
on the salient poiots of Uiah's politi-
cal statas. The ympression conveyed
‘was that something had either broken
or was aboqt to crack, a glving-way-
kind-of-feelirg; snd rumer bas it that
the friends of the “other side' are be-
vinning to fear that the majority of
Lthe commitlee have been converted.
It is clear to your correspondent that
the “*other side’” in out-pointed, zod
out-zeneraled, and that they lhem-
selvey know It and feel ft.

The géssion of Saturday was for the
purpnse of listenjug to ‘‘the other
eite.” qIn the absence of Mr. Platt
Stnator Cullom occupied the chair.
Mr. Baskin was the oricle.” He was
reading his arzument when 1 entered
the commiltee room; I therefore did
not heat bis opening remarks. Whea
1 entered be was dealing with the
gﬂeslmn ot “"Mormon'' insincerity,
heir motives and intentions,  As
proof of- their insincerity bLe re-
forred to the refnsal of certaln
pillars of the mwonogamic order of
marriage who hgd dectined to take
the oats fremed by certain *‘political
2ottorities™ and adopted by Judge
Zapeus the test of qualification of
Jarors. Mr Baskin cli:(lI hls best to Im-
Yess the comimittce that the Mormons,
already married) who hed taken the
Lest oath prescribed by congressisnal

tbe oathe, and penslties, and secrecles |
thereof were detalled apparently to the
| entertaiument of the committee, Itis
rebarksb € how prone is man to
kindly take and give Credeece to any-
| thing enveloped in doubt 4nd mystery,
andif your correspondent was com- |
petent Lo judge, these grave and reve-
rend seniors were no exceprion to the
rule 1o this respect, The polot sought
to be made was that the “'ouths’ taken
in the ceremonies of this House were
the secret of the immense inflnence
wielded over the people by the “*Mor-
won’ hierarchy. Carry Uwen, Mrs,
l sSwenbouse and Jobhn E. Hyde were
glven as direct authority for all that
lwus aaid on the Endowment House,
| while other apostate ‘‘Mormons®” who
Bad becomebisfiicnds,butwhose pames
were not mentioned, were referred co
| g8 corrvborative proof. Mr, B, was
ueked 1f he himself belleved all he had
said abou: endowment ceremonials;
pe suxwered that he did; he ackpow-
| tedged, however, that he had never
| gone through the ceremonies hlmaell.

On this branch of the argument Mr
Baskin enuncisted the startiing Mor-
mon **doctring,’’ thay no msn can be-
come a citizen of the kingdom of God
except he go throngh toe Endowment
Houne, oW lotellizent nien can Lave
the gall to uedertake to expound Mor-
mon tajth aod doctrine, to the spirh
and knowledge of which theyureatien,
is w .me lrreconcilable with consis-
tency; and the only'way I cab accoont
for suzh couduct is o take it for
granted that they havea superabund
ance 0f cheek.

By thls time the committee were
showlog slgns of weariness. Thefscl i
18 that all this tlme Mr. Baskio had
peen dealing with ‘*Mormoup vagaries'
snd '"tomfooleries,” white the com-

mitlee  Dagl  Oeen  expeclivg  blw
to  say sowmething to larnist
{them grounds™ to asit dowu, so

to spenk, on thls stlate movia@ment,
sepuator Payoe bad already expressed
ois famiilarity with all those tblngs;
he bad besrd and known of them lorty
years ago, aad be was in lavor of the
spenker ukip%ing them aud coming to
tae potats. But Mr. B. read on, The
standard Oil denor again m-offested
unesslness; be thought the time ol tne
| commitiee shoulll not by taken up on
\be Npiritnal things of the kingdom, or |
words to that effect, |
sSenator Btewart squirmed, 2nd Man-
derson holding o pencil in both bands, |
%Pt his eyes ateaduly tixed on the olb, |
A klnd ot a phiulul pause ensuect, The
coalr (Collom) asked Mr. Babkin to]
read a jittle lowaer, 1aforwing hiwm
| that Sepnator Payne was hard of hear-
ny, and on that accouct, perhaps, tha
Argument was not 80 interestlog nlm,
Senator Payoe's right hand was imme-
dlately drawn over hls nose, and
some upintelligible wutterances of |
agsent were made. Mr. Bas-
kin braced himself apd proceeded
iu o higher key. IHe Dbad not gone Iar
when Sepator Batler wanted to know !
it there was any religlous test among
the ‘"Mormons’ {or oifice holdiog, |
whether or not a Buptist, Presbyterian
or Roman Cathoile was not asg eligible
10 otfice a8 a''Mormon.”'Poor Mr. 3as-
kin! he was ot in hls vsnal featuer,
and he looked at the Senator ino blank |
aston'shment. He lowered his volce!
and spswered jin rather wWessored ;
tones, that no euck law could exisy
except by anactol the Leglsiriure, |
Iapproved by the Governmor. Virtue |
bad gone out of the speaker; it was
evidently tdoe mach for hiwn, and signs
of weakness were beginonlog toshow
themselves. The chuir, however, re.
vived him by sasking it there wus not
some such arrangement in the *"Mor- |
mon” systemn which enabled them to
reach such a test, The old fire came |
back to Mr. Baskin: bhe rald, "Yes, ]

they reach it through the Endosymen

House.”! Sepator Butler was not
satistied with this attempt at
swiching him off ; and  after
reminding’ the speaker that ail

relizious denomiunstions have thelr pe-
culiar rites Jand ceremonies, notably
the Homan Catholic Chutch, he asked
him if the religion of the Mormoos
practically deprived noun-Moermons
of their political rights. This was too
much for Mr. Baskin, pointing to his
aper,he told the Senator he was com-
ng to thet no®. BSuch, sir, was the
nefoggzed state of this Senator’s mind,
that be actoally made a pertinent fp-
piiy, one invoiving 20 palpably the
rightsof American citizens, when at
the same time, "“the Other side” was
explaining thisfvery thing by riving
:{uomtiansfrom Elder Prati’s “Kiug-

om of God," a littlo work peblished
in England thirty years or more zpo,
showing the author’s vlews on the na-
ture and character of the Kingdom of
God as it Is nereafter to ¢xi191 on Loe

action, and who were now spplvio
for aiatehood, 2nd who all theirp uveg

earth, in toiflimegt of all the Prophe
eis, and Io auswerto the prayers of alt

familiarity witn 1ts pages, thut: he
secmed 10 eviuce was astonishing. And
it took qalte a wille to’ satisty him on
tiis vital point; but, to his credit be
it sald, he expressed himeel? sutisfied
at last, Toshow yon how well posted
tae Benztors were on  *‘Mortnoa”
marriare, I will refer to 8 gquestion
agked by Senaior Turpie, of ludiana.
Mr. Turple bad sat patiently ard lis-
tened atientively aud, perhaps excep-
tionally so; but when Mr. Baskin
urged that tl)e“Chrisllan warriage’ he
en%orced in Utsh anod that the peculidr
marrisge ceremony of the "Mormons'®
be legislated spalost, Seoxtor Turpie
wanted to kuow if, alter o **Mormon”’
couple bad complied with theChristizn
ord«t of marrisre, 50 called, and they
ghould then be desiroms of going
through, their celestial ceremonials,
they should be deali with as
crimlasls tor 86 doirg. For the mo-
ment I expected Judge Baskin to drop,
such o lar away look came over him.
He seemed duzed, 1leevidently waoui-
ed time tw consider; be therelore
asked the Senator to repeat the ques-
tion.

Here [ would say, that the noted
Belva Lockwood was present pavinge
close attentlon, and when Jadge Bas-
kin asked the Seustor to repeat the
question, Mrs, Lockwood’s risables
commenced to move, evidently zppre-
clatiog the box Mr. B. was in. The
question belng repented, Mr, Baskin
apswered (o the aitirmative.  Mrs.
Lockwoond lauphed, and we all lauchedd,
Judge Baskin did not laugh, be wad
awfolly and painfolly 1o esrnest,
Mr. Baskin's idea was thet by
making the peculiar rel:gions|cera-
momsl & crime, it would do away
with the Endowment House., In ao-
awerto a question put by Senntor
sStewart, Mr B. sald that the "Mor-
mons’® iarried uowhere eise except
o the Endowinent House or Tempte,
and to Seuator Butler admiited that
the Roman Catholics made marrlage u
religious sacrament. He told Benator
Stewart toat 1t 1 men refused to pay
nig tithing be was given the col!
shoulder, and eventuanily npostatized.

1 snould here remark that the read-
Ing of Mr. Buskin's argoment aad be-
come 80 tlresome, that’ the cnairman

supzested that fariber resding be
dispensed with as it  would
appear in the prioted report.
With that the ' judge planked
down the balance of the ar-
guments as “'fat'' for the report-
er. Senator Manderson appeared

eager to draw from BMr. B. a disproof
of the facts a3 stated by Mr, Richards
tn the uplawful cohabitatlon cases re-
ferred to by that gentlemen o his
sreament, In the taln anbout these
cases Senator Culiom, botn at this and
the former hearing, referred to Judge
Zane #s 4 perennal friend abd apex-
celtent judge. Mr. B. heartily endorsed
Mr. Cullomw in all the good the senator
bad said aheut Judge Zane,and the
Snow case was particalarly referred to,
Mr. Baskin endorsed the aclion of the
coart in ruliog that implled cobabita-
tion with the legal wite in the nbsence
of any evidence 1o prove It, was co-
rtmbitation—the rulipyg that imprisoned
Mr. Bnow.

Here Mr., Jere Wilson interposed,
boldine io his hand the dissentiog
opinlon of Judge Zage io that case—
the jodge whose legal attalnments,
tairness, etc., 2 few minuies before
Senator Cullom zt ove end of the table
and Mr, Baskln atthe other had both
highly praised, Poor Mr. Bsskin, how
be did syuirm! But troe to his in-
stincts, be diduo’s care, the dissenting

opinton was pot the law! Here Mrs.
Lockwood's risables [airly shook, and
the staid Mr. Tnrple was not 1mpreg-
nable to Mrs. L’s%eurty laugh.

- Mrt. Wilson, having bad permission
to interrogate Mr. Baskin, commenced
10 address bimself to “‘the other slde’
an the O.P. Arneld case, but Mr. Bas-
kin did not know anythiog. Jere Wil-
son resumed bLis seat, Mrs. Lockwood
smjled, and Judge Baskio rested him-
self on the sofa.

Durlog Mr. Baskin’s speech he said
there were 35,000 Gentiles 1n Utah, and
that it Utah were given statebood, the
whole 55,000 Gentiles to a min wounld
either have to join the “Morwen’
Church pr leave the country. Jdust
think of it, the tifty-1ive thousand Gen-
tiles ln [jtah, including the busy B's,
repenting of their sins! Senater Bgt-
ler et the tlme could not swallow tais;
and while the Jodge was resting the
Senator called his attention to this ex-
traordinary statement, and asked him
to cile some facts by way of sustaining
1t. The lring splnt th=t volunteered
setvice iy the meouth of tne false pro-

hets in Abab’s day bad evidently

orced an entrance into the committee
room of the Sepate Committee on Ter-
ritaries; for no sconer had the iovita-
tion beea extended to cite corrobora-
tivye facts, than Mr. Baskin rose to the
occasion; the tniners had been inter-
fered with when they Arst comnmenced
Lo prospect. How, nsked the Seoator.
The were heasded by a class of men
headed by Port Rockwell {Poor old
Port he’s dead) who tpld the miners if
they didn’t stop roamliog the hiils it
would not be healtay for them. A
ooy, too, had been interfered witn
Whlle msking saiton the lake shore.
Then (io 1867) Brigham Young ordered
his people to put up an all seeing eye
over the doors of the burluess hiouses,
and the order went out forbidding the
peaple from trading at apy store that
did not have the sico ot the bull's eye.
How inng, asked the Sepuetor, have yon
lived there? Twenty-two  years,
but [ npever went uloylg any
at (1]
stoff

dark alleys nizht. give
this the color of fact, the
Judge informed the committee Lthat it
atudchood were granted the Mormons
could buy oim outats0 ceots oo the
dollar. Here s o chance for an op-
tion. Just ope more focident b:fore
closing this somewhat lepgthy comn-
wunication. The Judge bad com-
plained that until recently wooe but

Mormons held the oliTes witbin theg

zift of the peopls. Dslegate Caine at-
tempted to Correct this statement, re~
minding him of Atexander Majors, S.
A. Manzp, nud Judze Kipney, ''Yes,”
exploded Mr, Baskin, ‘“'but Kinney
went thratzh the Eudowment Houste,
or he never wonld have got therel”
This was 1 slunper. Hepator Mander-
3018 oyes opkied wide, *'What?” en-
quired the Serpator,” Judge Kinney of
my Stute went tlicougn the Endow-
munt Hou-e?' Mr. Ha<kin had said it
and that was enough ; he persisted, the
Mormon geptlemen Jaughed asd the
grave and reverend Senators leoked
amazed.

The readinz of Br. Baskln's argn-
ment was not op t» the mark at ajl; it
had the effect to make nne feel that his
effort wes a failure. 1 belfeve, how-
ever, it wii]l read better in type than jt
appeared as It was delivered. One
great and, I fear, tatal overslzht of the
“gther side’” was tbe fallute of Mr. B.
to agaio arraicn the ploneers for xob-
bling ap City Creek Cafloa.
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