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THE application FORFOB STATE-

HOOD

arguments for audand against before
thellie committee on territories
lucidlucia and able presentation by
thehe constitutional Deledefecationastion
baskin readsbeads a rigmarole and
is1 a brilliant success asan a fail-
ure A racybacy resume of thebe
scenes and incidents by our
correspondent

washington D Cci
march 1888

editor deseret news
the hearing accorded the constitu-

tional delegation by the senate com-
mittee on territories torfor the purpose
of presenting claims to state-
hood which closed on saturday the
loth may be truly said to be a remark-
able one A washington gentleman
who listened attentively to the whole
proceedingsr ll11oceedings and who evidently was
fifavorablyvorally impressed thereby volun-
teered the remark that the presenta-
tion otof claims to Stalestatehoodhood
taken in connection with the
peculiar condition she is in
politically was one of the most
remarkablekable scenes ever witnessed in
any of the committee rooms of the
national capitol it certainly was
dignified and masterly and the ground
on which her claims for statehood
were based is unassailable

heretofore the voice crying from the
desert has not been herdheed politicians
aalde it was the voice of lets
and there was no place for them under
the constitution instead of beinbeing
heardbeard therefore it was hashedbushed anandil
the polygamists themselves politically
disposed of

it was very apparent to your cor
respondent that the committee was
not familiar with this new cry that had
gone forth that they had prejudged it
and hadbad about made up their minds
that polypolygamyarny was not dead but was
still speaking before the hearingbearing hadbad
procproceedededed very larfar however their at

was arrested there was some-
thing about it abat seemed to impress
them with the belief that the voice thatabat
was crying so unmistakably for help
was that of their own class and
kind and for the moment af-
ter the arguments were all insills
the expression ot their countenance
seemed to indicate that weir better
nature was striving with them at
last mr cullom said he wanted to
bear the other bideaids this remark
coming from one of oldest foes
and that too after mr dubois hadbad no-
der

un-
dertakendertaken to answer the delegation was
fullfall of meaning

speaking ofof mr dubolsdubois hisbis de-
meanor the spirit hebe manifestedmanifestedasas
well as the character of the effort hebe
produced were in such marked con-
trast with thosethese ofA representa
tivesfives as to produce a feeling otof chag-
rin plainly visible in the countenances
of the committee when hebe finished
audand the hearingbearing was adjourned one otof
the senators remarked jnin tones loud
enough to be heard by all mr
DIdubois it youyon expect to favorably im
press tots committee I1 would advise
you to drop your expletives 11

I1 repeat toethe arguments of the gen-
tlemen representingrepresent in the majority of
the peoplee of utah wre sweeping andcarryecarriedd with them the weight of con-
victionvic tion the speakers were listened
to intently and indeed kneir atti-
tude was sachsuch as to command the re-
spect that was paid them I1 heard
senator paddock even congratulate
delegate calnecaine and chairman platt
was heardbeard to say abat the sincerity of
richardsKicbards was unmistakable common
place asitas it may seem to the readers of
the gwoewa but altogether unusual and
remarksremarkableb e here there was a spirit a
lorceforce an influence a power a some-
thing call it what you may attending
the arguments that brought
political eneenemiespiles face to face with the
question in such a way that they can-
not ignore it much as they might like
to I1 will undertake to say that those
of the committee in sympathy with the
other side 11 are thrown into ddoubt0 u bt

their questions were straightforwardl-y ard
landand unequivocally answered
t emsel veli are fairly well en-
lightened as much so at least as
one could expect a senator to be
onOB the salient points of politi-
cal status the impression convenedconveyed
was that something had either brobrokenen
or was about to crack a giving way
kind of feelerfeelingg and rumorrumer has it that
thetae ffriends of the other side are be-
ginning dolearto fear that the majority of
the ommitteecommittee have been converted
it lais clear to your correspondent that
themie other sidebide i18 outoat pointed and
outgeneraledoutont and that they them-
selves know iland feel it
to session of saturday was for thepurpose of listening to the other

idebide in tthebe absence of mr platt
sinator cullom occupied the chairmr baskin was the oracle he was
readingleading his argument when I1 entered
toe committee room

1 I therefore didnotlot nearbear his openingbaening remarks whenI1 entered he was dealing with the
Tuest 02 orof mormon insincerity
their motives and intentions As
proof of their insincerity hebe re
forrederred to the refusal of cecertainertain
pillars of the order of
marriage who had declined to take
the baia framed by certain political
authorities and adopted by judge
Zasalkeosas the festst of qualification ofjurors mr did bla best to im-press
fl

ress the committee that the mormonscormonsMor mons
already married who hadbad taken thetest oath prescribed by congressional

who were now applying
lor statehood and who all liveslivee

have been true to their only
would be the first to break loose on
ibe advent of statehood to join the
ranks of the married while
some may take tuistois as 46 rtreflection on
the moral courage of the gray haired
monogamist itil wasas certainly a com-
pliment to hisbis ability to command the
attention of the fair sssex mr B did
not tell how andaad where this army of
men were going to get and nudfind their
plural wives that was left to the
imagination of the senators who un-
fortunately for the argument were any-
thing buUbuti spring chickens themselves

the next point was to prove the ex
istance among the mormonscormonsMor mons of a
theocracy 10tolo do this liehe quoted from
the title page of the doctrine and
Covenantsthe late elder orson prattsPratis

kingdom of god 11 and some of el-
der F DI1 Ricrichardsharals writings in the
millennial star on the same subject
mr B then took the committee
through the endowment house and
the oaths indand penalties and secreciessec recies
thereof were detailed apparently to the
entertainment of the committee it is
remarkab e howbow prone is man to
kindly take and give credence to any-
thing enveloped in doubt and mystery
and if monrour correspondent was com-
petent to judge these grave and reve-
rend seniors were no exception to the
rule in this respect the point sought
to be made was that the I1 oaths I1 taken
in the ceremonies of this house were
the secret of the immense influence
wielded over the people by the I1 mor-
mon hierarchy carry owen mrs
stenhouse and ohnjohn E hyde were
given asaa direct authority for all that
was saidaard on the endowment house
while other apostate mormonscormonsMor mons who
had become his i names
were not mentioned were referred toco
as corroborative proof mr B was
asked it he himself believed all fthe had
said about endowment ceremonials
hebe answered that he did hebe acknow-
ledged however that he had never
gone through the ceremonies himself

on this branch of the argument mr
baskin enunciated the startling mor-
mon doctrine that no man can be-
come a citizen of thetae klingkingdomdom of god
except he go through the endowment
house how intelligent men can have
the gall to undertake to expound mor-
mon faith and doctrine to the spirit
and knowledge of which they are alien
is to me irreconcilable with cousisconsis-
tency and the only way I1 can account
for su- hruih conduct is to take it for
granted that they have a supesuperabund
ance of cheek

by this time the committee were
showing signs of weariness thelasttheThel faalact
is that all this time mr baskin ladhad
been dealing with mormon vagaries
and tomfooleriestomfool eries while the COTOcom
nilmateuatee tittonau been expecting him
to say something to lurnisturnistitj
them ground aNtosN to sit dobo so
to on this stateslate movement
senator payne hadbad already expressed
nis familiarity with all those things
he hadbad beard and known of them forty
yyearseara ago anandd he was in favor of aneth
speaker skipping them and coming to
tiletae points butat mr B read on1 the
standard oil senator again manifested
uneasiness be thought the time of the
committee not be taken up on
the spiritual things of the kingdom or
words to that effect

senator stewart squirmed and man-
derson holding a pencil in both handsbands
kept his eyes steadily fixed on the nib
A kind of a pause ensued the
basir cullom asked mr baskin to
readmad a little loader informing him
that senator payne was hard of hear
ng and on that accous t perhaps theaba
argument was not so interesting himaim
senator payeeshayees right handband was imme-
diately drawn over hisbis nose and
some unintelligible utterances of
assent were made mr bas-
kin braced himself aridand proceeded
in a higher key he hadbad not gone far
when senator hatlerbutler wanted to know
if there was any religious test among
the mormonscormonsMor mons for office holding
whether or not a baptist I1 prpresbyterianesby
or roman catholic was not as eligible
to officealfice as amorton 79 poor mr bas-
kin he was not in bis usual featherfeatfea oer
and be looked at the senator in blank
astonishment he lowered his voice
and answered in rather measured
tones that no such law could exist
except by an act of the legislature
approved by the governor virtue
hadbad gone out of the speaker it was
evidently too much for hitahim and signs
of weakness were beginbeginning to show
themselves the chair however re-
vived him by asking it there was not
some such arrangement in the mor-
mon system which enabled them to
reach such a test the old lirefire came
back to mr baskin he said yes
they reach it through the endowment
house senator butler was not
satissatisfiedlied with this attempt at
switching him off and after
reminding the speaker that all
religious denominations have their pe-
culiar rites land creceremoniesmonies notably
the roman catholic church hebe asked
him if the religion of the mormonscormons
practically deprived non mormonscormons
of their political rights this was too 1

much lorfor mr baskin pointing to his
apergepape rhe toldtennoathehe senator hebe was corn-ing com-ing
WK to that now such sir was the
befogged state of this senators mind I1

that hebt actually made a pertinent in-
quiry one involving so palpably the
rights of american citizens when at
the same time the other side was
explaining thisivery thinthing by an
quotations from EJelderder pgpratts y

1I
dom of god a littlon work publishedpublishid
in farlandengland thirtythirty years or more ago
show lopin the antauthorsors views on the na-
ture aand character of the kingdom of I1I1

god as it is oe ealter to eltse on lae I1

earth in fulfillment of all theibe kroph 1

esqita andaid in answer the prayers otof all

christendomChristen doia repeatedrepeatsd sabbathSabbathafferafter
sabbathSabbathand which it was claimed
the mormons believed

by the time mr baskin hadbad reached
his views on christian marriage he
had become really tiresome toabeto the
committee generally I1 can only ac-
count torfor it in this way tilethe members
of the constitutional delegation had
had a field day with the committee
mailly questions were asked and much
information imparted with no mr
baskin to interrupt or annoy them
the senators hadbad become fairly well
posted especially on the question of
marriageke senator stewart admitted
that he had been informed that theN

trick 11 the mormonscormons were I1playing
consisted in this that while they in
their interdictedinterdicted bigamy
and polygamy they had carefully and
studiously avoided saying a word
about celestial marriage and
the way the senator went through
the doctrine and covenants and the
familiarity wita its pages that heha
seemed to evince was astonishing and
it took quite a while to satissatisfyy him quon
this vital point but to his credit be
it said hebe expressed himself satisfied
at last to show you how well posted
the senators were on mormonMor moa
marri agre I1 will refer to a question
asked by senator turpie of ludianaindiana
mr turpie hadbad sat papatentlyVently ard lis-
tened attentively and perhaps excep-
tionallytio nally so but when mr baskin
urged that the christian marriage debe
enforced in utah and that the peculiar
marriage ceremony of the Mor naona
be legislated agi senator turpie
wanted to know if after a mormon
couple had complied with Christianthe
order otof marriage so called and they
should then be desirous of going
through their celestial ceremonials
they should be dealt with ab
criminals for sose doing for the mo-
mentmentaI1 expected judge baskin to drop
such a tar away look came over him
he seemed dazed he evidently want-
ed time to consider hebe therefore
asked the senator to repeat the ques-
tion

here I1 would say that the noted
belva lockwoodlock wood was present paving
close attention and when judge bas-
kin asked the senator to repeat the
question mrsmra lockwoodeLock woods risables
commenced to move evidently appre-
ciating the box mr B was in the
question being repeated mr baskin
answered in the affirmative mrs
lockwood laughed and we all laughed
judge baskin did not laugh be wawasi
awfully and painfully in earnest
mr baskinsBa idea was that by
making the peculiar relireligious cere-
monial a crime it would dododwayaway
with the endowment house in an-
swer to a question put by senator
stewart mr B said that the mor
moosmons married nowhere else except
in the endowment house or temple
and to senator butler admitted that
the roman catholics made marriage a
religious sacrament he told senator
stewart that if a man refused to pay
nis tithing he was given the cold
shoulder and eventually apostatized

I1 should herohere remark thatthai the read-
ing of mr baskins arganaargumentent had be-
come so tiresome that the cna
suggestedsug rested that furtherartherf reading be
ddispensed with as it would
appear in the printed report
with that the judge plankedblanked
down the balance of the ar-
guments as fat for the report-
er senator manderson appeared
eager to draw from mr B a disproof
of the facts as stated by mr richards
in the unlawful cohabitation cases re-
ferred to by that gentleman in his
argument in the tali about these
cases senator cullom bota at this and
the former behearinglaring referred to judge
xane as a personal friend and ananexex-
cellent judge mr B heartily endorsed
mr cullom in all the good the senator
hadbad said about judge zane and the
snow case was particularly referred to
mr baskin endorsed the action of the
court in ruling that implied cohabita-
tion with the legal wife in the absence
of any evidence to prove it was co

the ruling that imprisoned
mr snow

here mr jere wilson interposedinterposed
holdingholdina in his band the dissenting
opinion of judge zane in that case
the judge whose legal attainmentsattainment
fairnesslairness etc a few minutes before
senator cullom at one end of the table
and MTmr baskin at the other hadbad both
highly praised poor mr baskin how
he did squirm but true to his in-
stincts he care the dissentingting

0opinion was not the law here mrslplockwoodeLockkwoods sablesri fairly shook and
the staid mr was not impreg-
nable to mrs Ls hearty laugh

mr wilson having had permission
to interrogate mr baskinbabkin commenced
to address himself to the other side
on the 0 P arnold case butbat mr bas-
kin did not know anything jere wil-
son resumed his seat mrs lockwood
smiled and judge baskin rested him-
self

him-
selI1 on the sofa

during mr baskins speech hebe said
there wei e gentiles in utah and
that if utah were given statehood the
whole gentiles to a mabmaa would
either have to join the mormon
church pr leave the councountrytry just
think of it the fifty five thousand gen-
tiles in utah iricincludingluding the busy BsBIB
repenting of their sins senator but-
ler

bat-
ler at the time could not swallow this
and while the judge was resting the
senator called his attention to this ex-
traordinarytra statement and asked him
to cite some facts by way of sustaining
it the lying spirit that volunteered
service inia the mouth of the false pro-
phets in ahaas day had evidentlyevid antly
forced ailaa entrance into the committee
room of the senate committee on terr-
itoriesri for no sooner had the invita-
tion been extended to cite corrobora-
tive facts than mr baskin rose to the
occasion the miners dad been inter-
fered with when they first commenced
to prospect how asked the senator
the were headedbeaded by a class of men
headed by port rockwell poor old
port hes dead who told the miners if
they stop roaming the hillsbills it
would not be healthhealthy for them A
booy too hadbad been interfered
while making salt on the lake shore
then in 1867 brigham young ordered
his people to put up an all seeing eye
over the doors of the business houses
and the order went out forbidding the
people from trading at any store that
diddidiotnot have the sign otof the bulls eye
how long asked the senator have you
lived there twenty two years
but I1 never went along any
dark alleys at night toT give
this stuffstaff the color of tactfact the
judge informed the committee that itif
statehood were granted the mormonscormons
could buy him out at 50 cents on the
dollar here is a chance for an op-
tion just one more incident before
closing this somewhat lengthy com-
municationmuni cation the judge had com-
plained that until recently none but
mormonscormons held the wilbia the
gift of the people delegate calnecaine at-
tempted to correct this statement re-
minding him of alexander majors S
A mann and judge kinney yes
exploded mr baskinbaskin but kinnekinneyy
went through the endowment house
or be never would have got therelthere
this was a stunnerstu aner senator manderalander
sons eyes opopenedalmed wide chateawhat en-
quired the senator judge kinney of
my state went through the endow-
ment houhouseaei mr baskin hadbad said it
and that was enough he persisted the
mormon gentlemen laughed and the
gravelandgrave and reverend senators looked
amazed

the reading of mr baskins argu-
ment was not up t I1 the mark at all it
had the effect to make one feel that hisbis
effort was a failure I1 believe how-
ever it will read better in type than it
appeared as it was delivered one
great and I1 fear fatal over flight of the

other side was the failure of mr B
to again arraign the pioneers for gob-
bling up city creek canoncalion
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