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Bdilers Deseret News:

~In my letter of the 5th inst., I
rather freely canvassed the Bible
record of that great man and faith-
ful polygamist, Abraham, to see if
L eould find in it anything to justi-
fy the Presbyterian preachers, as-
sembled at SBaratoga,in denouncing
plaral marriage as unchristian and
criminal.  But I eould not find the
first word to sanction or sustain or
inspire such a sweeping denounce-
ment, or any denouncement at all,
On the contrary, I did find abund-
ant evidence that Abraham’s

Jnousehold was fashioned in the
‘wvery order of plural marriage, and
that during the very time he was
diving in that order of matrimony,

and his polygamous wives were
im eommuncation with the heavens,
@ad visiting and conversing with
them and sending his angels 10
+omfort and bless them, and all
Ghis Lo an extraordinary degree.
Mad I been a strenuous unbeliever
im plural marriage, on reading this
remarkable evidence of the great
fyvors shown by God to tha: ancient
.gygamuuﬁ family, I must have

n astonished by the overwhelm-
Img weight of teslimony going to

ve that plural marriage was not
ampleasing in the sight of the Great
Jdehovah, and therefore I could not
have resisted the conclusion
that weak, puny, finite man
was exceedingly presumptueous
if not desperately wicked, in brand-
ing as wunchristian and crimioal
that which the great judge of all
nien bad not condemned, but had
samctioned by the promise of some
of the greatest blessings that man
ever received from heaven, For is
it not true that God did visit that
ancient polygamist and bless him
In a wonderful degree? Those who
say it is not true do not believe in
the Bible. But those Presbyterian
Juainisters do profess to believe in
41ke Bible, yet they denounce the
-works of Abrabam, and brand his
family arrangements as unchristian
@mnderiminal, and as an affront to
the civilization of the present day!
HMow is this? Has the Almighty
God spoken to those Presbyterian
Jpreachers, a8 he did to Abraham?
Xias he sent his angels to them, to
gomfort and  instruet them?
Has he blessed them repeat-
edly with great blessings, as
he did Abraham? ~ Has he
given them special instructiens in
regard to the properorder of family

matters? Has he told them that|

Abraham’s polygamy was a crime,
& 8in and a shame? Has he told
them that monogamy alene is pure
and virtuous, and that polygamy is
dmpure and vile? Were their reso-
Jutions, so denunciatory of plural
moarriage, actually inspired by the
Spirit of God? Were those resolu-
tions based upon special instructions
from heaven, upon s
Iations from Almighty God, or
Wﬂ the ministrations of angels?
ose Presbyterians make no
declarations of this kKind, make no
pretensions of communication with
or with angels concerning this
 highly important sabject. What
right, then, have they to denounce

pecial reve- |

F*wii;h men. Laban appears to have
daughters become the wives of

Jacob, and the daughters were wil-

parties appears to have had the
slightest idea they were doing
wrong in practising plaral mar-
riage, they had not the slightest
compunciion in contracting that
kind of a marriage, Nobody charg-
ed them with committing & crime
therein. It appears to have been
reserved for such wise people as the
Presbyterian preachers at Saratoga
in these latter days to make the
wonderful discovery that plaral
marriage is a crime in the sight of
man, an unpardenable offence to
decent society, and a sin against
God. Those preachers are evident.
ly very ‘*wise above that which is
t written’”” in the word of God.

But taking two wives was not
the full extent of Jacob’s marriage
relations, It happened with Ra-
chel, orfe of Jacob’s wives, as it did
with his grandmother Barai, and
his fmother Rebekah—sterility fell
upon her for a time. Rachel grieved
over this, and she said to her hus.
band, “*Behold my haudmaid Bil-
hah, go in unto her; and she shall
bear upon my knees, that I may
also have children by her. And
she gave him Bilhah her handmaid
to wife; and Jacob went in unto her.
And Bilhah conceived,and bare Ja-
cob a son.” Gen. xxXx, 3,4,5. Did
Rachel feel condemned in the sight
of God in giving a third wife to her
husband? Not in the least. On
the contrary, when Bilhah bore a
son to Jacob, Rachel exclaimed,
“‘God hath judged me, and hath

me & son.” Hee verse 6. BShe ac-
knowledged the hand of the Lord
in the matter, and received the son
of her husband’s third living wife—
bow? With reproaches and curses,
as a bastard, a child of sin, an heir
| of shame, the hatefal truit of ille-
gitimate union? No, but as a bless-
ing from God, for she said, in the
gratitude of her soul, “God hath
given me ason!” When Bilhah
bore a second son to Jacob, Rachel
jgmra vent to similar expressions of
oy.
Sometime after Riachel had thus
increased the number of her hus-
band’s wives, she herself became
fraitfal. The Bible says, **God re-
membered RHachel, and God hear-
kened to her and opened her womb,
and she conceived and bare a son.”
SBee verse 22 and 23. How did
Rachel express herself over this
happy event? She said, “God
hath taken away my reproach.”
she also said, ‘*The Lord shall add
to me another son.” See verses 23,
24, Thus it will be reen that the
Lord did not bless Rachel with
children of her own until after she
had given her husband a third
wife. Is not this rather remark-
able? It does not look as if God
was displeased with Rachel for in-
creasing the number of her hus-
band’s wives.

The extent of Jacob's plurality,
however, does not rest with his
third wifa. After his wife Leah

i

husband another wife. The scrip-

she had left bearing,she took Zilpah,

a8 wicked aad criminal now, the|wife. And Zilpah, Leah’s maid,

‘very order of matrimony which
God so sigually blessed in Abra-
Jham’s day? Come, reverend gen-
tlemen of the Presbyterian persua-
sion, whepce did you derive your
= authority to denounce the marriage
record of Abraham? ‘When did

l

bare Jacob a son.” See verses 9,10.
Did Leah think she had done any-
thing sinful in giving her husband
his fourth liviag wite? No, not in
the least. When Zilpah bore Jacob
another son, Leah rejoiced greatly
and exclaimed, “Happy am I, for

4aod tell you that plaral marriage | the daughters will call me blessed:

was unechristian and criminal?
‘“When did he authorize you, by his
own voice er by the wvoice of
.an angel from  heaven,
-denounze, as worthy of condign
punishment, those who practise the
.same order of marriage as Abraham,
the friend of God, did? Come,
geatlemen, show your authority for
this denunciatery reversal of a mar-
riage system honored of God. Or
would you rather be branded as re-
digious impostors, pretenders to an
authority to declare what is right
and what is wrong in the sight of
{#2d, but destitute of all shadow of
that authority?

Pursuing the Bible record a little
durther, [ find that Abraham had a
ndson, whose name was Jacob.
is man Jacob was a great man in
®hose days. He teok two wives,

ho were sisters, the daughters of
élqub'a mother’s brother, Laban.

is does not appear to have been

gonsidered a strange or sinful thing, |

&0t by Jacob, not by his two wives,
20t by their father, not by any-
body in those d

@&od and the angels of God talked

ays, the days when.

and she called his name Asher,”
which signifies blessedness, or hap-
piness, BSee verses 12, 13. Leah

to |evidently considered herself blessed

of the Lord, and net cursed of him,
for giving her maid Zilpah to her
husband to be his rourth living
wife, and that blessing waschildren
by that fourth wife. This may
l sound strange in the ears of many

modern religionists, but it is not a
| romance get up by me, it is the
Bible record of a notable family, a
polygamic family, notable men
and women of God. If those mod-
ern religionists believe the Bible,
they must believe these extracts
that [ have been giving from it. If
they do not believe the Bible, then
they are iunfidels to that sacred
book,aud their profession of religion
is only a cloak and a pretence, for
what ullerior purposes they ought
to know best.

After a time, Lieah again became
frauitful. The Bible says, “And
God hearkened unto Leah, and she
conceived and bare Jacob the fifth
|son.” See verse 19. Do I read

been perfectly willing tolet his two

1

i

also heard my voice, and hath given |

|

| wife.

woman’s prayers for more posterity,
a woman who had given her hus-
band his fourth wife? Did the Lora
answer that prayerful polygamous

ling. Not one of the four prineipal | Woman’s supplications, and answer

them by giving her more children
| after she had been some years bar-
ren? Yes, €0 the Breiptures say,
What did Leah say about this? She
-aid, ““God bhath given me my hire,
because I have given my maiden to
my husband: and she called his
name Iesachar,” [BSee verse 18,
This is more remarkable aud em-
phatic still. It must be perfectly
astounding to religious opposers of
plural marriage. Here a woman
who had given her husvand his
fourth wife distiuetly declares that
God had rewarded her for that act,
had restored her fercllity and caus-
ed her to bear children again arter |
having ceased for years tv do 8o,
because she had given her maiden
to be a polygamovs wife to her hus-
band, and to sigualize her convic-
tions in this regard to all genera-
tions she called her son by a ndme

Leah’s mind, and then she took|And when Jacob saw the

her maid Z:\lpah to Jacob to be his
wife. After Leah had done this and
the marriage of Ziipah to Jacob had

become patent by Zilpah bearing
children to him, then harken-
ed to Lieah’s prayers for more pos-
terity of her own, and as a conse-|
quence her sterility geased, and she
again conceived and bore children
tu her polygamous husband Jacob.
Was not this very remarkable?
Could any sane man or woman im- |
bibe the idea, from the experience
herein recorded, as taken from the/|
Bible, that the Lord God was dis-
pleased in the least degree with the
polygameus acts and relations of
Leah and her husband? No, not by
any manner of means.

Now I am not going to say that
an infallible remedy for barrenuess
in a wife is for her togive her hand-
maid or any other maid to her hus.

called
Peniel:

baod to be his polygamous wife.
Bat I domean to say, judging by the
Bible record of the families of Jacob
aud of his aoble grandfather Abra-

thutsignifies reward or recompense.
Her son Issachar this God-blessed
polygamous wife considered to be
her gpecial reward or recompence
rrom God for freely giving her maid
to her husband to be his fourth
When Leah bore her hus-
band another son she said, ‘“‘God
hath endued me with a good dow-
ry.” Bee verse 20,

How many professedly Christian
wives in these days would admin-
ister to their husbands in this way
in order to obtain a8 blessing, a8 re-
ward, & recompense from the Lord?
Would that Baratoga. assembly of
Presbyterian ministers recommend
any of the lady members of their
churches to do any thing of this
kind? And if not, why not? If

| those reverends would not do this,

how could they expect to be ever
in full communion with the great

men and women of God who held
cemmunion with him anod were
blessed abundantly of him in an-
cient times, accerding to the plain,
ungarbled Bible record? May I not
well say of those Presbyteriau
preachers, and of ail wkto endorse
their anti-scriptural resolutions.
that there are more things in the
Bible record than are oreamt of in
their shallow and unphilosophica
philosophy, or their superficial and

| unehristian Christianity?

It is well known that, among the
ancient people of God, posterity was
considered one of the greatest of
blessings, and good men and goed

| women who bhad no children would

pray fervently to God that he

would bless them in this respect
and eause their hearts to rejoice by
taking from them their infertility,
which they leoked upon asa great
misfortune, or, in SBeripture phrase-
ology, asa *reproach” to them. Now
there are some noteworthy facts io

| this covnection in the Bible history

of the families of Abraham and
Jacob, which I may refer to more
pointedly than I have. Barai, the

| wife of Abraham, was barren, and

g0 she remained while she wasa

monogamous wife. While she was
Abraham’s only wife she had no

had borne him four sons, she be-|children, nor promise of children.
came unfruitful, and she gave her | But a few yearsafter ehe had

given
her maid Hagar to her husband to

tares say, “When Leah saw that| be his wife, and had thus volun-

tarily caused herself, ber husband,

her maid, and gave her to Jacob to |and her handmaid to enter into

the plural order of marriage, the
Lord blessed her with the promise
of a son, and twelve months after
ward he blessed her with that son
of promise, although she was be-
yvond the natural period of child-
bearing. Was notthis an extraor-
dinary thing aud an evident appro-
val of the plaral order of marriage ?
It seems to me that all candid
people must accept it as such.

Not only was Sarai barren untii
she had given her husband another
wife, and fruitful afterward, but
her grand-daughter-in-law Rachel,
had a similar experience. Rachel
had ne children before she gave
her maid Bilhah to be a wifle to her
husband, Jacob, albeit Rachel her-
self had been a polygamouns wife
all her married life. But after she
had given Bilhah to Jaecob, and
Bilhah had borne children to him,
then the Lord blessed Rachel with
| children, and not before, or, as the
Bible says, ‘‘(7od remembered
Rachel. and God hearkened to
her.” Was not this very ex-
traordinary? Which does it look
most like — 8 condemnation or an
approval of polygamous marriage?
The correct answer is ebvious and
unavoidable to honest men and wo-

Leah, Jacob's wife, did bear to|

him four children, and the: she
left off bearing and became barren
as Saral and Rachel were. This fact

|aright? Did the Lord hearken to a’f her infertility pressed iteelf upon {and the angels of God met him,

ham, that the giving of their hand
maids to their respective husbands
polygamously to wife, was appar-
ently an influential eause of the re-
moval by the Lord of the original
infertility of Sarai and Rachel, and
of the renewal by him of the fertil-
ity of Leah after several years of
barrepnpess, and a8 such indeed it
was evidently regarded by those
women of God themselves, consid-
ering the recorded expression of
their feelings and sentiments of
those once barren women, when
their barrenness was removed and
their children were born. Least of
all could it be said of those women
that plural marriage was a preven-
tive of fertility, a cause of barren-
uess. The facts lvok most decided-
ly the other way.

I have not said much yet. of the
character of this man Jacob, this
man of four wivee, nor of his stand-
ing in the sight of Ged. But here
[ may ask, was Bhe a man of God,
was he blessed aud highiy favored
of heaveu? Let us look into the
record as to these important mat-
ters. Whon Isaac seut Jacob away
to take & wife from among his rela-
tives, Isaac blessed him ““with the
blessing of Abraham.” When
Jacob, on his journey, was sleep-
ing in a certain place, the Lord
appeared to him in a @8ream,
aad said wanto him, **I am the
Lord God of Abrabham, thy
futher, and the Gud of Isaac’
the land whereon thou liest, to thee
will 1 give it, and to thy seed. And
thy seed ~hall be as the dust of the
earth; and thou shalt spread abroad
to the west and to the east, and to
the north, and to the south; and in
thee and in thy seed shall all the
families of the earth be blessed.
And behold, I am with thee, and
will Beep thee in all places whither
thou goest.”  Gen. xxviii, 13,14, 156.
When Jacob awoke he said, ‘“‘Sure-
ly the Liord is In this place, and I
gEnew it not. And he was afraid,
and said, How dreadfal is this
place! this is none other but the
nhouse of God, and this is the gate
of heaven.,” “And he called the
name of that place Beth-el,” or the
house of God. Hee verses 16, 17, 19.
This was while Jacob was young
and unmarried. But after he had
been married and a polygamist,
naving four wives, he moved to go
away from his uncle Laban’s, from
whose household Jacob had obtain-
ed his four wives, and Laban said
unto him, *“I pray thee, if I have
found favor in thine eyes, tarry:
forI have learned by experieunce
that ¢he Lord hath blessed ms for
thy sake.” GQGen, xxx, 27. Pretty
strong evidence, this, that the Lord
was not angry with Jacob because
he had four wives, ' If he was not
angry at such a thing then, why
snould he be now? Jacob con-
firmed Laban’s werds, for Jacob
«aid, “‘The Lord hath blessed (hee
since my comiug.” Bee verse 30,

By and by, Laban’s sons, Jacob’s
cousins began to grow envious of
Jacob’s prosperity, and Laban also
changed towards him. ‘“And the
Lord said unto Jacob, Return unto
the land of thy fathers, and to thy
Rindred; and I will be with thee.”
Gen, xxxi. 3. Jacob thereupon
held a conference with Rachel and
Leah, and Jacob related the heav-
enly vision he had received and the
divine instruction w return to his
own Kindred, and Jacob and hi-
family went away privately, His

| he has never

| and Jacob; he has never told ¥

yncle Laban pursued them, but
“God came to Liaban the Byrian in
a dream by night, and said to him,
Take heed that thou spesk not to
Jacob either good or ovad,” See
verse 24. Being thus forewarned,

Laban refrained from injuring Ja-
cob., *And Jacob went on his way,

—

—

said, This is God’s host” .
xxxii. 1, 2. These visitations fiy,
the Lord were to a mao with f
wives, and this preserving cary,
manifested in his favor. Aty
other time on the journey ap
sonage wrestled with Jacob in}
night and until daybreak, andj
hollow of Jacob’s thigh was m
culously put cat of joint at|
touch of the mysterious stran
But Jacob desired to be blesse
pim, ‘“And he s=aid unto }
What is thy name? And heg
Jacob, And he said, Thy
shall be called no more Jacob,
[srael: for as a prince hast th
power with God and with ng
and bast prevailed.” “And
bless-d him there.” “And Jas
the name of the plw
for I have seen G
face 1o face, and my life |
preserved.”! SBee verses 27§
Subsequently, “God eaid unto Ji
cob, Arise go up Lo Beth el, gy
dwell there: and make there g
altar unto God, thavappeared uns
thee when thou fleddest fi’u the
face of Esau thy brother” @,
xxxvy, 1. Proceeding haher we
read, *'and God appeared e
cob again when he came ou o
Padan-aram; and blessed him.Ay
God said unto him, Thy name
Jacob: thy pame shall notany me
be called Jaceb, but Israel shall i
be thy name; and he called hi
Israel. And God said unto tim,
am God Almighty: be fruitful s
multiply; a nation and a compa
of natious shall be of thee, g
kings shall come out of thy Lol
Aud the lJand which I gave Al
ham and Isaac, to thee will I gi
it,and to thy seed after thee will
give the land. And Ged wen:
from him, In the place whete §
tatked with him,” See verses

Thus it will be en thy
the Lord God of :
was also the God ol Jaco)

and comforted and led Wl /.
structed him from his yoil

contirmiug the blessings ol i

ham upon Jacob and ‘continm
them through him and in higs

although, according to the Bibk
record, be had more wives tha
his father. Notwithstanding the
fact that Jacob bad four wives &
the same time, and chiidren of hi
own begetting by all of them, ¥
there is no relation of the Lord ce
suring him in the least degree ¢

that account, nor ce B
instruct and Dless n“hm

after he became a pol
but, on the contrary, he
his greatest blessings after he by
entered int6 that order of murrisg
Yet those Presbyterian preache
coneider Jacob was guilty ofag
crime, an offense to society, in
coming the husband of se
wives, How was it that the
never thought to tell Jacob it
How was it that the Lord
Jacob, blessed him repeatedly, o
firmed the blessings of hisy
father Abraham upon him s
of condemning him and b
him off’ as a wicked man, 8
criminal, in living with four wa
as wives at the same time, sl
becoming the father of thek
dren? It must bave been ¥
the Lord judgeth notas thai®
Ly terian assembly judgeth, i
Lord judgeth righteous judgm
bat that assembly evideutly ¥
eth unrighteous judgment,to p
men and to obtain popular ¥
Abraham was a confirmed P
gamist and Jacob was a confin
poly gamist, yet God declared
self the God of Abraham and
God of Jacob, and is 8o regards
all Bible believe:s to this day.,
Saratoga Presbyteriap X0
were monogamists, confirmed!
nogamists, and they severelf
nounced plurality of wives 8
christian, as criminal, as
offense, as an affront to g
Christian men and wome
wortbhy of fine and I
onment, yet God has ¥
declared himself the God of
Presbyterian ministers, he
never visited aud talked with¥
as he did with Abrabam aad ¥
promised them$
great blessings as he did Abn

that their seed should becon®
numerous as the stars of hea®
the sauds on the sea-shore, #
did Abrabama and Jacob; he*
never told them that in them®
in their seed ghould all the fas

of the earth be blessed, as B¢
Abraham snd Jaceb, ff the ¥
ever did do any such great ¢
for those Presby terien preach®s
he did for Abraham sod 4%
where is the record, where i "
testimony of it? ¢Te the ial
to the testimony; if they &




