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editorsediteralors deseret news
ilmyin my letter of the ath dinst

ratherather freely canvassed the bible
record of that great man and faith-
ful polygamist abraham to see if
IL could find in it anything to justi-
fy the presbyterian preachers as-
sembled at saratoga in denouncing
plural marriage aaas unchristian and
criminal butibutbrt I1 could not find the
Arstfirst word to sanction or austainsustainbustalnorainoror
inspire such a sweeping denounce-
ment or any denouncedenouncementment at all
OH the contrary I1 did find abund-
ant evidence that abrahamsabrahamaa
household was fashioned in the

1enyery order of plural marriage and
that during the very timelime netie was
livingalving in that order of matrimony
3 and his polygamous wives were
in with the heavens
godgad visiting and conversing with
wem andama sending hlahia angelsanguis to10
vonnVoin fortrort and diessblosa them and all
ealseaiskis to an extraordinary degree
madnad I1 been a strenuous unbeliever
in plural marriage on readingleading this
remarkable evidence of the great
attoraors shown by god to thalthai ancient

family I1 must have
bleenn astonished by the overwhelm
imnugnic weight of testimony going to

rove that plural marriage was notEpdispleasingleasing in the bighteight ofot the great
and therefore I1 could not

have resisted the conclusionconclusion
that weak puny finite man
was exceedingly presumptuous
if not desperately wicked in brand-
ing aaas unchristian and criminal
that which the great judge of all
men had not condemned but had

by the promise of some
of the gre-atestgreatest blessings that man
ever received from heaven for is
it not trietrue that god did visit that
ancient lat and bless him
in a wonderful degree those who
bayisay it is not true do not believe in
the biblenible but those presbyterian

aoijol do profess to believe in
ilkeliketho bible yet they denounce the
works of abraham and brand his

I1tarnfarn ilylly arrangements aaas unchristian
and etcriminalminal and as an affront to
thecivilization of the present day
how is this has the almighty
godpod spoken to those presbyterian
preacherpreacherssasas he did to abraham i

ilaise e 9sentent his angelsangela to them to
comfort and instruct them

hagmashas behe blessed them repeat-
edly with great blesblessingskingsaings as
he did abraham has he
given them special instructions in
regard to the proper order of family
matterfc haahas behe told them that

brahamsabrahams polygamy was a crime
avi sin and a shame has he told
them that monogamy alone is pure
andband virtuous and that polygamy is
impure and vile were their reso
stations so denunciatory of plural

actually inspired by the
spirit of0 god were those resolu-
tions based upon special instructions
from heaven upon special reve
lotions from almighty god or
upon the ministrations of0 angels
those presbyteriansrians make no
declarations of this kind make no
pretensions of with

corwith angels comcofconcerning this
highly important subject what
right then have they denounceto
as wicked and criminal now the
very order of matrimony which
godgodsoso signally blessed in abra-
hams day come reverend gongen
clomentU of the presbyterian persua-
sionloutonIOU whence did you derive your
authority to denounce the marnimarrimarriageaeeage
record ofbf abraham when did
godsod tell you that plural marriage
waswag unchristian and criminal
when did he authorize you by his
own voice or by the voice of
anian angel from heaven to
denounce as worthy of condign
punishment those who practise the
same order of marriage as abraham
theahe friend of god did come
sontsentgontgentlemenlemen showabow your authority for
chisthia denunciatory reversal ofa mar
alago system honorhonorededlefof god or
would souyouyouvou rather be branded as re
dillons impostors pretenders to an
authority to declare what is right
lyndjandfind what laIs wrong in the sighteight of
god but destitute of all shadow of
that authority

pursuing the biblebibie record a little
durfurthertherthen I1 find that abraham had a
nauddauddandsonamudsong nandson whose name was jacobrals man jacob was a great man in
choseboseBOSQ days he took two wives
who were sistera the daughters of
jacobsbobys mathea brother laban
whisroissois does not appear to have been
wo a strange or sinful thing

ot by jacob not by his two wives
motsot by their father not by any-
body in those days the dayadays when
bod and thothe angels of0 god talked

with men laban appears to have
been perfectly willing to let hishia two
daughters become the wives of
jacob and the daughters were wil-
ling not one of the four principal
parties appears to have had the
slightest idea they were doing
wrong in practisingpracticing plural mar-
riage they hadbad not the slightest
compunction in contracting thalthai
kindbind of a marriage nobody charg-
ed them with committing a crime
therein it appears to have been
reserved for suchauch wise people as the
presbyterian preachers at saratoga
in these latter days to make thetho
wonderful discovery that plural
marriage is a crime in the eight of
man an unpardonable offenseoffence to
decent society and a elnein against
god those preachers are evident-
ly very wise above that which is
written in the word of god

but taking two wives was not
the fulifull extent of jacobbjacobs marriage
relationsrelations it happened with ra-
chel one of jacobs wives as it did
with his grandmother saral and
his fmother rebekah sterility fell
upon her for a time rachel grieved
over this and she said to her hubbus
band behold mmyy haudhandhandmaidmaidmald bil-
hah

bil-y
go in unto her and she shall

bear upon my knees that I1 may
also have children by her and
she gave him bilhah her handmaid
to wife and jacob went in unto her
and bilhah conceivedand bare ja-
cob a soneon gen axx 3 43 5 did
rachel feel condemned in the sight
of god in giving a third wife to her
husband not in the least onoa
the contrary when bilhah bore a
son to jacob rachel exclaimed

god hathbath judged me and hathbath
also heard my voice and hathbath given
memeasonmensona son deedea verse 6 bheshe ac-
knowledged theibe hand of the lord
in the matter and received the son
of her husbands third living wife
how with reproaches and curses
as a bastard a child of sin an heir
of shame the hateful fruit of ille-
gitimate union no but as a bless-
ing from god for bheahe saldsaid in the
gratitude of her soul god hathbath
given me aasonysoni when bilhah
bore a second soneon to jacob rachel
gave vent to similar expressions of
joy

sometime after richel hadbad thus
increasedin ceased the number of her hus-
bands wives she herself became
fruitful the bible bayabays god re-
membered rachel and god hear-
kened to her and opened her womb
and she conceived and bare a soneon
see verse 22 and 23 how did
rachel express herself over this
happy event she said god
hathbath taken away my reproach
she also saidbaidsaida the lord snailshall add
to me another son heaties verses 23
24 thus it will be heenfeen that the
lord did not bless rachel with
children ofotherher own until after she
had given her husband a third
wife Is not this rather remark-
able it does not look as if god
was displeased with racraebachelrachelheihel for in-
creasing the number of her hus-
bands wives

the extent of jacobs plurality
however does not rest with his
third wife after his wife leanleah
had borne him four bonssons shebebheshe be-
came unfruitful and she gave her
husband another wife thetha scrip-
tures say when leah saw that
she had left bearingehe took zilpah
her maid and gave her to jacob to
wife and zilpah laahs maid
bare jacob a son see verses
did leah think bheahe had done any-
thing sinful in giving her husband
hlahia fourth living wife no not in
the least when zilpah bore jacob
another son leah rejoiced greatly
and exclaimed happy am I1 for
the daughters will call me blessed
handsheand she called hishia name asher
which signifiesat unifies blessedness or hap-
piness geeeseebee verses 12 13 leah
evidently considered herself blessed
of the lord and notnet curscurbcurseded of him
for giving her maid zilpah to her
husband to be hisbia fourth living
wife and that blessing was children
by that fourth wife this may
sound strange in the ears of many
modern religionists but it is not a
romance getgot up by me it is the
bible record of a notable family a
polygamio family notable men
andanti women of god if those mod-
ern religionists believe the bible
they must believe these extracts
that I1 have been giving from it ifit
they do not believe the bible then
they are infidels to that sacred
booklundbooraudnaudcaudkund their profession of religion
isto only a cloak and a predencepretencepre tence for
what ulterior purposespurpososposas they ought
to know best

after a time leahlean again became
fruitful rhethe bible says and
god hearkened unto leah and she
econceivedonceonoe ived and bare jacob thetho fifth
sobasonbon see verneveree IT17 do I1 read
aright did the lord hearken to a

womanscomans prayers for more posterity
a woman who had given herderhuahus-
band his fourth witewife did the lorulord
answer that prayerful polygamous
womans supplicationloneione and answer
them by giving her more children
after she had been bomsom years bar-
ren

bar-
ron yesstes eo the say
what did leah say about this shebhe
aid god bath given ingme my hire

because 1I have given my maiden to
tnyiny husband and she called his
namunama issacharsacharle beesee verse 18
this iais more remarkable andaud em-
phatic still it must be perfectly
astounding to religious opposers of
plural marriage here a woman
who had given her hubbandhusband hlahia
fourth wife distinctly declares that
god had rewarded her for that act
had restored her fertility and caus-
ed her to bear children again after
having ceased for years to do so
becamebecause given her maiden
to be a polygamous wife to her hus-
band and to signalize her convic-
tions in this regard to all genera-
tions she called her son by a namename
that signifies reward or recompense
her son lesacharissachar this god blessed
polygamous wife considered to be
her special reward or recompense
from god for freely giving her maid
to her husband to be nibhis fourth
wifewire when leah bore her hus-
band another son she suldsuid god
hathbath enduedensued me with a good dow-
ry seebee verse 20

howsow many professedly christian
wives jnin these days would adadmin-
ister

min
to their husbands in this way

in order to obtain a blessing a re-
ward a recompense from the lord
would that saratogaharaBara toga assembly of
presbyterian ministers recommend
any of the lady members of their
churches to do any thing of this
kind and if not why not if
those reverends would not do this

i how could they expect to be ever
in fullfall communion with the great
men and women of god who held
communion with him and were
blessed abundantly of him in an-
cient times according to the plain
uriutigarbled bible record may I1 not
well sayeay of those presbyterian
preachers and of all who endorse
their anti scriptural resolutions
that there are more things in the
bible record than are dreamt of in
their challowshallow and a
philosophy or their superficial andanti
unchristian christianity

it is well known that among the
ancient people of god posterity was
considered one of the greatest of
blessings and good men and good
women who had no children would
pray fervently to god that he
would bless them in this respect
and cause their hearthear 4 to rejoice by
taking from them their infertility
which they looked upon as a great
misfortune or in scripture phrase-
ology as a reproach to them now
there are some noteworthy facts in
this connection in the bible history
of the falfaifamiliesnilles of abraham and
jacob which I1 may refer to more
pointedly than I1 have sarai the
wife of abraham wasvas barren and
eoso she remained while she was a
monogamous wife while shesho waswaa
abrahams only wife she had no
children nor promise of children
but a few years after bheehe had given
her maid hagar to her husband to
be his wife and had thus volun-
tarily caused herself her husband
and her handmaid to enter into
the plural order of marriage the
lordluord blessed her with the promise
of a soneon and twelve months after
ward he blessed her with that sonsou
of promise although she was be
yond the natural period of child-
bearing waswaa not this an extraor-
dinary thing and an evident appro-
val of the plural order of marriage
it seems to me that all cancaucandiddid
people must accept it as such

not only was saral barren until
she hadbad given her husband another
wife and fruitful afterward but
her grand daughterr in law rachel
had a similar experience rachelrachel
had no children before she gave
her maid bilhah to be a wifewire to her
husband jacob albeit rachel her-
self had been a polygamous wifewire
all her married life but after she
had given bilhah to jacob andanil
bilbao had borne children to him
then the lord blessed rachel with
children undand not before or as the
bible says dodgodsod remembered
rachel and god hearkened to
her was not this very ex-
traordinarytraordinary which does it look
most like a condemnation or an
approval of polygamous marriage
the correct answer is obvious audand
unavoidable to honest men and wo-
men

leah jacobs wife did bear to
him four children and then fiheshe
left onoff bearing and became barren
a saralsarai and rachelbachel were this fact
cfc f her infertility pressed itself upon

mind and then she took
her maldmaid zilpah to jacob to be hlahia
wife after leah had done this and
the marriage of to jacob had
become patent by zilpah bearing
children to him then god harkenbarken
ed to laahs prayers for more pos-
terity efof her own and as a conse-
quence her sterility ceased and bheehe
again conceived and bore childrentjtu her polygamous husband jacob
was not this very remarkable
could any sane man or
bibe the idea from the experience
herein recorded as taken from the
bible thalthai the lord god was dis-
pleased in the least degree with the
polygamous acts and relations of
leahlean and her husband no not by
any manner of meansmeane

now I1 am not going to say that
an infallible remedy for barrenness
in a wife is for her to give her hand-
maid or any other maid to her hus-
band to be hishia polygamous wife
but I1 dameando mean to say judginggr by the
bible record of the families of jacob
mudaud of his noble grandfather abra-
ham that the givingivingg of their hand
maids to their respective husbands

to wife was appar-
ently an influential cause of the re-
moval by the lord of the original
infertility of sarai and rachol and
of the renewal by him of the fertil-
ity of leah after several years of
barrenness and as such indeed it
waswaa evidently regarded by those
women of god themselves consid-
ering the recorded expression of
their feelings and sentiments of
those once barren women when
their barrenness was removed and
their children were born least of
ailall could it be said of those women
that plural marriage was a preven-
tive of fertility a cause of barren-
ness the facts look most decided-
ly the other way

I1 have not said much yet of the
character of thisthia man jacob this
man of four wives nor of his stand-
ing in the sighteight of ged but here
I1 may ask was he a man of god
was he blessed andaud highly favored
of heaven let us look into the
record as to theae important mat-
ters whan isaac sent jacob away
to take a wife from among his rela-
tives isaac blessed him with the
blessing of abraham when
Jajacobcobonon his journeyf was sleep-
ing in a certain place the lord
appeared to him in a
aad said unto him 1I amnm the
lord god of abraham thy
rather and the godgud of isaac
the land whereon thou liest to thee
will I1 give it and to thy seed and
thy seed hallphail be as the duatdual of the
earth and thou shall spread abroad
to the west and to the east and to
the north and to the south and in
thee and in thy seedsted shall all the
families of the earth be blessed
and behold I1 am with thee and
will keephuep thee in all places whither
thou goesl iendongrengrin
when jacob awoke he said guresure-
ly the lord is in this place and I1
knewknow it not and he was afraid
and said how dreadful is this
place this is none other but the

of god and this iato the gate
of heaven and hu called the
name of that place bethelbeth el or the
house ofgod beesee verses 16 1719
this was while jacob was young
andund unmarried but after he had
been married and a polygamist
having four wives he moved to go
away from his uncle labana from
whose household jacob had obtain-
ed his four wives and laban said
unto him 1I pray thee if I1 have

i
found favor in thine eyes tarry
for I1 havehava learned by experience
that the lord hathhata blessed miM 1 for
thy sakebakes gen axx 27 pretty
strong evidence this that the lord
was not angry with jacob because
he had four wives if he waswaa not
angry at such a thing then why
should he be nowmow jacob con-
firmed labans words for jacob
baldbaidtaldbald the lord hathbath blessed thee
since my coming 11 see verse 3040

by and bybyj labans sons jacobs
cousins began to grow envious of
jacobsjacobb prosperity and laban also
changed towards himhima and the
lord adda dd unto jacob return unto
the land of thy fathers and to thy
kindred and 1I1 will be with theegen 3 jacob thereupon
held a conference with rachel and
leahjleah and jacob related the heav-
enly vision he had received and the
divine instruction to return to his
own kindkindredredl and jacob and hihl
family went away privately biahia
uncle laban pursued them but
godagod came to laban the syrian in

a dream by night and said to himhimy
take heed that thou speak not to
jacob either good or radtadoad tsee
verbeverse 2124 being thus forewarned
laban refrained from injuring ja-
cob and jacob went on his way
and thotha angels of iodlodgod met him

and when jacob bawsaw thernthem tn

said this is gods host
12 these visitations fhifhtfro

the lord were to a man with kon

wives and this preserving carecaremva

manifested in nibhia favor at
other time on the journey a pgp

conage wrestled with jacob inini
night and until daybreak andiaudit
hollow of jacobsjacobus thigh was ra
culous ly put out of joint at i

touch of the mysterious
but jacob desired to be bleese
nimbim and he said unto A

what iais thy namenamee and heheelhesiin
jacob and he said thy DMnit
bhailshall be called no more jacob k

israel for asus a prince nasthast thtbt
power with god and with ma
and basthast prevailed 21 and i
blessed him there and jactjael
called the name of the plim
peniel for I1 have heenbeen onoct
face to face and my life i
preserved beesee nersesverses 27 A
subsequently god baidkald unto jkJ
cob arise go up to beth d1 am
dwell thelethere and make there si
altar unto god
thee when thou nnedfleddestdeat froalfrom tktib
face of esau thy brothersbrotbrothenbrotherherf gergemQ

1 proceeding I1 VP
read and god appeared tuletuvev 1
cob again when neno campcame oavot ua0
padan aram

i and blessed himmhamm
god said uuntonto him thy name a
jacob thy name shall botanynot any inoa
be called jacob burbut israel shall in4
be thy name and he called hii
israel and god said unto himtim
am god almighty be fruitful aiat
multiply a nation and a compu
of nations bhailshall be of thee iiAB

kings shall come out of thy lobioblots
and the land which I1 gave
ham audand isaac to thee will I1 gagi
it and to thy seed after thee vinwill
give the land and goldenggodGol wentweng qi

from him in the place where ti

albed with him see verseseaga9 H
thus it will be meent itji
lnethe lord god of
waswaa asoalso the god okiobi
and comforted and ledl1 ia
struttedted him from hibhia slapswapyodua

the blessings audle
ham upon jacob and conf
themthemthem through him and in
although according to the Bible

record he had more Twives thuithulthai
his father notwithstanding the

factact thacthal acobjacob had four wives i9
the same time and children of hahii

own begetting by all of them ydyit

there laIs no relation of the louwlord ca
suring mm in the least degree aI
ebatthat accountaccoant nor ceasley a0
instruct andand khemataa teneentea
after he became a polygamy
but on the contrary he
hishia A blessings after he hat

entered into that order of marlmarimuniblagg

yecyes those presbyterian
consider jacob was guilty of a gisgra
crime an ottense to isosocietyclety in 1

coming the husband of siseleevea

wivesgives how wabwaa it that thelielAza
never thought to tellteil jacobbiJacob Jithi

how was it that the lord baibreo
jacob blessed him

the blessingsblesbleasinga of magMAW
father abraham upon him waval
of condemning him and CVN14

him off aaa a wicked maujomanmau apt
criminal in living with four warwas
aaati wives at the same time eilieill
becoming the father of thebie
dren it must have been FVES

i

the lord judieth nota thad i

by terianterlan assembly judiethjudgeth W
lord judieth righteous judgjudana6
but that assembly evidently JH
eth unrighteous J to phpd
men and to obtain popularlypopular lsM
abraham was a confirmed pi

gadist and jacob was a confine
polypolepolygamistgadistmist yet god declared I1
self the god of abrahamAbrahainutu endand
god of jacob wandand la BOso renegargardeTdeedeo

all bible belbeibeliebellebelieversleveirleveisversveis to this daj13saratoga presbyterian hibiassed
wereere monogamists confair e

and they beverebeverelyseverely
plurality of wiveswasa

christian as criminal as aj
oftenerofolreneetenee as an affront to ggoegoy
Christchristianjanlan men and wom 1

worthy of farie and
yet god has jv

declared himself the god ofoty
presbyterian mintministersaters he
never visited and talked wit
as he did with abraham and
he has never promised thethem
great blessings as he did Aagn
and jacob he hagbag neter dolifpoliy0
that their peed should beco
numerous as the stars of hemshenshes
the bands on the sea bhoreshore 50

did abraham and jacob abev

nevernover told them that in th
in their seed should all the esttf

of thethi earth be blessed as inve

abraham and lacobjacob ifit the 10

eyerever did do any such greamgreat NO

for those presby tenon preachy
he did for abraham audand JOjt
where is the record where is 1tv

testimony of it toabethothe javp
to the testimony ifit ey


